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TAY OUT HOLLYWOOD 


away for Good from ‘Navel Revues, 


Marie Dressler Speaks Freely 


believes that 
she has more 
ndsome young escorts than all the 
ung flaps. This is because they 
1 laugh with her and have a good 
ie, she says. Marie says she 


ls sorry for women of her age 
10 take young men_ seriously. 
hat young men really want is to 
Zh and not be bothered. Vamp- 
1 young women do too much 
thering and too little laughing, 


Marie Dressler 


j-cording to her. 


Hollywood is the mart for the art 
, the world now, she says, and the 
ost interesting people in the world 


|e to be found there. 


Miss Dressler, who has aiways 
n considered “human,” has grown 
ite hardboiled .in Hollywood, 
hen first on the lot she was the 
tim of all the beggars in the pic- 
There 
ist be a jumping off place for 
sryone’s “humanity” and now, she 
ys, if anyone comes up to her and 
“I'm hungry” she replies “I’m 
rry, but I'm just going out to 
nch.” 
Probably no one except John D, 
»sckefeller and his kind, under- 
and what a picture star, who has 
de good, has to contend with 
ym people who expect, almost 
mand that something be done for 
em, according to Miss Dressler. 
No Star Stuff For Her 
"veryone has his troubles and 
st try to face them. Marie had 
‘*s, but feels that the talking pic- 
es gave her the first opportunity 
a long career to show what she 
1d do. They got her out of what 
calls “the navel revues” on 
oadway. That’s why she loves 
‘tures. Only she never wants to 
a Star. Couldn’t stand the re- 
nsibility at her age. Wants to 
bits in many pictures and will 
<e@ a salary cut if she is allowed 
do so. 
nd never again during her career 
she return to the stage, Miss 
‘essler states. She is afraid of 
has lost her nerve. Even 
cing personal appearances her 
4ees grow weak. And now though 
juny stage producers, including the 
| tberts who have a play for her, 


ant her to return, she will not con- 


or it. 


If she flopped on the stage 
d she is very afraid of flopping) 
would be terrible, says Marie, 
if she made good she would 
iy consider herself “in jail’ for 
‘ run of the play. 
“arie Dressler has had 40 years 
the stage and is sick of it, she 
s. Picture work is much pleas- 
er and has done more for her 
n all her years before the foot- 


ii. A. IN TOM THUMB GOLF 

Detroit, July 8. 

| he local midget golf courses are 

‘1g femme bait in an effort to 

the bashful young and old 
|-ds. 

Ane management send a couple 
lookers around the course and 
' chasers follow. 


Testing Popularity 


Buddy Rogers was walking 
into the stage entrance of the 
Paramount, New York, when 
he noticed the customary 
gathering of high school 
femmes anxious for a sight of 
their idol. To see how popu- 
lar he really was, Rogers pulled 
out a hankie from his pocket 
and wiped his brow with it. 
(Accidentally) he dropped the 
hankie on the ground. 

Immediately a score of the 
high school kids made a wild 
dash for the discarded hankie 
and there was a regular foot- 
ball pile-up over the linen. 
Finally a small begrimed girl 
emerged from the pile holding 
itin the air for everyone to see. 
She looked at it, sighed and 
slipped it down the bosom of 
her dress. 


+ 


FARMERS FRONT 
YARD SHOWMEN 


July 8. 
Chicago roads, within 30 miles of 

the city, have all 

Farmers are putting miniature rail- 


Chicago, 
gone carnival. 


roads, pee wee golf courses, Ferris 
wheels and other attractions in their 
pastures fronting the highway. 
Every road leading from the city 
is glutted with many miles of bar- 


beque and eating stands. 
All offer some extra attraction as 
a means of attracting the motorist. 


Bands, gambling, dancing and 
drinking are all in use. 

Tremendous traffic over all the 
highway seven days a week has 


behind 
end of the 


brought the farmer from 
the plow into a small 
show business. 


Sensitive Druggists 


Dallas, July 8. 

Druggists in Texas are kicking 
against humorous gags in pictures, 
which they claim hurts good name 
of the trade. 

Specially aimed are the com- 
plaints against stage comedians 
with such gags as: ‘What, you don’t 
sell plows? What kind of a drug 
store is this?” Dailies and comic 
mags also included in protest. 

The Texas dailies protest against 
films picturing reporters as stews. 


Both druggists and editors claim 
continuous’ ridicule loses’ public 
confidence. 

Some years ago Publix tabooed 
racial wisecracks, latter especially 
live issue in South. 


AND 


Advice to Show People and 
Novices with Hopes to 
Remain Away from Pic- 
ture Colony — Nothing 
Will Help Hapless Except 
Contract, First 


By Sid Silverman 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Stay out of Hollywood. 

It’s a tough racket—pictures. 

There’s so much “touching” going 
on that kids think their elders are 
playing tag. 

And it’s a game that goes around 
the clock. 

Los Angeles crushes bone with‘ 
its crazy drivers. 

Hollywood crushes the spirit with 
its studios. 

The “lots” stand as so many for- 
tresses and the drawbridge is nearly 
always in one position—up. 

Stay out of Hollywood. 

Unless you’ve got a_ contract. 
Friends, connections, “ins” and 
talent go for the book if the studios 
aren't interested. 

If a lad or lass is figuring on com- 
ing out here to break into films— 
it’s a long portage which opens with 
“You're a cinch,” has a load of mis- 
ery next to closing, and close with 
solitary confinement. 

That finish comes when the boys 
and girls start to put “the bee” on 


(Continued on page 4) 


GOOD SHOWS GET 
TRADE—REST 
ALL 


July 8. 


Portland, Ore., 


Much gossip the Northwest 
about poor biz is mostly alibis. 
Fact is that some 150,000 persons at- 
tend show houses weekly in this 
burg, not counting counting amuse- 
ment parks. New Lotus Isle park 
which recently opened drew 78,000 
persons first day. 


The showman with the show is 
getting trade. Those without are 
finding plenty alibis about bad con- 
ditions. 

Facts are that unemployment is 
slightly higher than normal at the 
moment, but nothing serious. Bank 
deposits show plenty, more than 
last June and the June before. 

Recent Publix questionnaire from 
head office asked for report on 
Northwest conditions. Understand- 
ing is that report said that the 
lumber industry (argest) is shot 


in 


Kansas City Asked to Guarantee 


Modest Bobby Jones 


As Bobby Jones landed at the 
Battery last week and stepped 
into Commissioner Jos. John- 
son’s open touring car for the 
parade up Broadway, the Com- 
missioner himself, a former At- 
lantan, asked Bobby to move 
up, on top of the rear seat. 

“Not me,” said Bobby, “I’m 
not going to make a jackass of 
myself.” 

“But there are a million peo- 
ple along this street waiting to 
see you, Bobby,” replied the 
Commissioner, “and surely you 
can do what Lindbergh and 
Byrd did.” 

“Yes, but they did some- 
thing,” answered Bobby. 

It was only after the Com- 
missioner had persuaded Bob- 
by’s wife to induce her husband 
to follow instructions that he 
climbed up, but he refused to 
obey a request to smile and 
bow to the crowds. 


CARNY BIZ OFF 
CHANGED NAME 


Peoria, Ill., July 8. 
Billick’s Gold Medal car- 
nival here last week was unable 
to get money to move out of town 
because of extremely ba. business. 

3rushes and paint changed the 
name to Marion Bros., with the out- 
fit remaining another week. 

If the bad biz continues, carny 
figures on staying here with a 
change of title every seven days. 


NIGHT TROTTING RACES 


Grand Circuit Repeats Them At Ft. 
Miami, O.—Track Leaves Red 


Harry 


Toledo, July 8. 


Grand Circuit trotting meet at 
Ft. Miami was held at night. It 
was a repeat from last summer. 


The night trots have taken the 
Miami track out of the red. 

Talk now of the local baseball 
team going to night playing as the 
remainder of the cities on the league 
are doing. 


. 

B’way Speaks 2-for-1-ing 
Speakeasy biz around Times 
Square is so badly shot that most 
places are two-for-oneing to hold 
patronage. Places hardest hit are 
those catering to stags and with- 
out restaurants attached. One on 
the house for each one the cus- 
tomer buys. 

Speaks with restaurants attached 


(Continued on page 43) 


get a fair play through the food. 


Six Commercial Legi timate Plays 


Kansas, City, July 8. 

Frederick Donaghey, director of 
Dramatic League of Chicago, also 
associated with the Shuberts and 
other producers, is promoting the 
presentation here of a number of 
dramatic productions the coming 
season. In a meeting attended by 
the heads of civic organizations he 
stated, that “ good shows” could 
be seen here provided a _ suitable 
guarantee is offered for them. 

The plays he proposed sending 
here are “The First Mrs. Frazer,” 
“Death Takes a Holiday” and “To- 
paz” and three English plays not 
yet produced over here. The Eng- 
lish plays are “The Man Possession,” 
“Symphony in Two Flats,” and 
“Success.” 

Kansas City would have to guar- 
antee enough season subscriptions 
to make possible the presentation 
of six plays. The season subscrip- 
tions per ticket to be $15 which 
wold entitle holder to arena seat 
at the Shubert, where the plays 
would have week runs. 

The dailies are giving the plan 
their support and the “Journal- 
Post” is running a coupon for signers 
interested. Latter looks like tie-up 
with Shuberts. 

Plans towards securing the sea- 
son's subscriptions will probably 
be made soon, when it will be seen 
how this town responds to guar- 
anteeing its legit amusements. 


CITY SPONSORS DANCE 


Outdoor 


Foxtrotting in Brooklyn 

Public Park 

Brooklyn, July 8. 

First time history of public 
recreation in Brooklyn that free 
dancing was permitted in city park 
here. Stunt tried Fourth of July 
evening with a 15-piece orchestra. 
Well attended. 

Supervisor of recreation said 
dancing will be held every Friday 
throughout the summer. 


in 


Loop as Stop-Off 
Chicago, July 38. 

Appears that Chi's position as 
railroae center may be of some 
use to the deluxe loop picture 
houses. 

Chi gets inywhere from six to 
a dozer. film names in town daily, 
changirg cars en route east or west. 
They get big spreads in the dailies. 
Gag is to get them into the houses 
for a couple of bows. 


BROOKS 
THE NAME YOU GO BY 
WHEN YOU GO TO BUY 


COSTUMES 
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From Estate with Pool to Apartment 
Indoors Is New Hollywood Trend 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Hollywood and its picture people 
are rapidly getting away from the 
big home idea and becoming cliff 
dwellers. Apartment houses are 
springing up a la Bronx, and every 
day sees some picture name giving 
up the swell Beverly Hills home, in- 
cluding swimming pool, to grab off 
sleeping space in one of the new 
apartments. 

The dream of every actor is, as 
always, “a little white house with 
green shutters and a fence.” The 
dream is there, but the elements are 
against it. 

Beverly Hills has always been 
considered the ultimate in home 
owning for picture people. When 
they grabbed off a residence in 
Beverly they were made. It was 
like playing the Palace. When there 
they could talk of their neighbors— 
Will Rogers, Eddie Cantor, Douglas 
Fairbanks, Charles Chaplin, and 
numerous others. Living in Beverly 
or the surrounding hills gave them 
a standing. 

And what a standing! It entitled 
them to pay from $50,000 up for a 
home; it brought them into con- 
tact with the servant problem; they 
must buy a foreign car. It meant 
familiarity with interior decorators 
and period furniture, also the prices. 

Those who took up their abode 
in Beverly traveled, like motion pic- 
tures, in cycles. If one bought a 
house pipe organ, they all bought 
organs. If a sunken garden popped 
up among the hills, the popping of 
sunken gardens was immediately 
heard all over the community. High 
walls were popular for a while and 
sections of the town soon began to 
resemble the exterior of Sing Sing. 
Spanish, Moroccan, Mediterranean, 
English and Italian motifs at inter- 
vals were considered class, and du- 
plicated as fast as bricklayers could 
lay one brick atop another. Every- 
body was stealing the other guy’s 
stuff. 


Vaude Actor’s Class Idea 


All tried to outdo in expenditure. 
One member of a vaude team, who 
hadn’t gone beyond oatmealin ycars, 
suddenly found himself in a swell 
spot with a contract. He bought a 
$300,000 home and spent another 
$100,000 furnishing it. He had a 
special piano built—and he can’t 
play—that set him back $15,000. 
And, not to be outdone by his less 
imaginative neighbors, he built two 
swimming pools. 

California has always been a. 
tough spot for servants. Most re- 
liable of the domestic class are the 
Filipinos; but if you can get one of 
these little boys to stay with you 
more than six months you’re lucky. 
Sooner or later they all want to be 
prize fighters. Domestics here are 
migratory birds. 

A picture director recently put on 
a rave’‘about his new Chinese cook, 
going so far as to invite a gang to 
his house to sample the cook’s tech- 
nique. The cook had been with 
him only a week and was getting 
$150 monthly: When the gang ar- 
rived at the house the Chinaman 
was gone, leaving a note that he no 
likee the job. What probably had 
annoyed the cook most was the ab- 
sence of a special swimming pool 
for the hired help. 

Putting on the Gyp 


The butler, maid, cook, gardener 
(no Hollywood or Beverly home with 
more than one rose bush and a ger- 
anium can get by without a gar- 
dener) and all other household serv- 
ants have helped to drive the home 
owners into apartments, Those 
who read learn sooner or later that 
their bosses are in pictures and get 
paid off in important money. Then 
the gyp goes on, and sometimes it’s 
blackmail, because the perfect serv- 
ant must live. 

Number of apartment houses has 
increased 200% in the past year. 
Hollywood is beginning to look like 
the Bronx. Rents are still reason- 
able, but that will stop soon. Pic- 
ture people will want to outdo their 


“The process of acquiring 
a swelled head is a most 
fascinating and pleasant 
state. It is only the sub- 
sequent shrinkage which 
harts.”’ 


MB. AND MBS. JACK NORWORTS 
180 West 44th Street 
New York 


Dusting the Attic 


ERNO RAPEE 

Pianist 

9 Mins.; One 

Lauder Show 

Casino, New York. 
(Jan, 9, 1914) 


Erno Rapee is from Hun- 
gary, so the billing states. 
He uses a concert grand 
piano, plays a classical num- 
ber and finishes with a pa- 
triotic medley that brought 
some of the audience to their 
feet. The pianist hasn’t yet 
found out how to have his hair 
cut in the American style. 

There’s no comedy in Rapee 
unless he strikes you as funny, 
and there seem to be so many 
people nowadays who play the 
piano. It has been noticed also 
that it isn’t the best player 
who gets the most applause; 
quite often it is the one with 
the best rag arrangement. 

As a concert turn Rapee 
could get over. In a vaudeville 
bill he is merely a number. 

Sime. 


Erno Rapee is now musical 
director-in-chief for Warner 
Bros. and still no haircut! 


Rapf Set for 5 More 
Years with Metro. 


Hollywood, July 8. 


Harry Rapf and Metro got to- 
gether late last week. As a result 
Rapf is going to be around as su- 
pervisor for another five years. 
Differences that threatened a 
parting were amicably settled. 
Rapf’s latest picture has been re- 
named “Like Kelly Can.” Mid- 
August release scheduled. 


Weather 


Washington, July 8. 

The Weather Bureau has fur- 
nished the following outlook for 
week beginning Wednesday: Fair 
except thundershowers in Chicago. 
Local thundershowers and likely 
warmer New York Thursday, and 
in Atlantic States by -Thursday 
night or Friday (11). 


Warmer Chicago to Pittsburgh 
Wednesday and Atlantic States 
Thursday; showers and_ cooler 


probable most sections by Saturday 
or Sunday (13). 


London, July 8&8. 
The heat wave persists and is 
making the show business limp. 
Thermometer over 80 degrees all 
last week with no sign of relief. 
In addition to the weather are 
strong counter-attractions to the 
public in current sporting events. 


Paris, July 8. 
Sweltering weather makes. the 
swimming pools and beach places 
the biggest opposition to the show 
business. All theatres are dying; 
nite clubs ditto, with roadhouses 
getting the break because’of the 
weather. 
Buenos Aires, July 8. 
This territory is in the grip of a 
cold snap, hurting theatres. 


Roach, Christie Star 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Bert Roach has been engaged by 
Christie-Educational to star in sIx 
Tuxedo two-reelers. 
First will go into work late in 
July. 


neighboors in this case, too, and the 
rentals will soar. 

Apartment houses here are still 
being tagged with tricky names. 
Most of them have “Arms” tacked 
on, There is the McGonigle Arms, 
the Finkel Arms, and the Moll Arms 
among the garden variety of apart- 
ment house names. For class they 
prefix the name with “El” or “Sir,” 
such as the El Rayole or Sir Francis 
Drake. Also where they go for top 
dough they just have the street 
number, just like Park avenue. 

Apartments are giving the class 
residences in Beverly and Hollywood 
a tough battle. Before long the home 
owners in Beverly may all be re- 
tired merchants or farmers. 


WILL MAHONEY 


The New York “Telegram” said: 
“With Will Mahoney held over at 
the Palace for a. second week, 
nothing else really matters, as he 
is as amusing a comic as there 
is along Broadway. Mr. Mahoney 
never fails to make you want more 
—and greater praise existeth not.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


ARMIDA IN REVUE 


Lita Chaplin and Shuberts’ “Village 
Follies,” Besides Barton 


Just like the George White- 
Aarons & Freedley dispute over 


Pert Lahr’s services, James Barton 
may be the subject of a similar tiff 
between Billy Rose who is doing 
“Cabbages and Roses” (revue) and 
Shuberts who have Barton under 
a term contract, 

Shuberts have been letting Barton 
fill in pending call on him. With 
the possibility of a new “Greenwich 
Village Follies,” Barton may be en- 
listed by the Shuberts. 

Lita Grey Chaplin, just arrived on 
the Europa, is settling her contract 
for the “G. V. F.” for which she was 
tentatively engaged in Paris via Lee 
Shubert and Irvin Marks, the lat- 
ter Shuberts’ Paris rep. 

Rose also has a picture gir), Ar- 
mida, Gus Edwards’ protege, for his 
revue, starting- her. at. $750. The 
click of. Lily Damita on the musical 
comedy stage may start a vogue for 
screen celebs in person for $5.50. 
Beth the ex-Mrs. Charles Chaplin, 
accompanied by her mother, and 
Armida who has been in Edwards’ 
vaude acts left for the coast last 
night (Tuesday) to settle coast 
affairs. 


British Film People 
Out Cutrate Legi 


Prince Flies to Coast 
In Own Plane, 36 Hours 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Leroy Prince, dance director, ar- 
rived here Saturday afternoon in 
his own plane from New York. He 
took off Thursday at midnight. 
He resumes with Cecil B. DeMille, 
having staged the Earl Carroll 


“Vanities” in New York. 


Jolson’s 40-to-1. 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Al Jolson fattened his bank ac- 
count by another $53,000 July 4. 
He picked a 40-to-one nag at Em- 
pire City and placed $1,200 on the 
nose. The nose was first over the 
line. 
Jolson will probably know today 
(Tuesday) whether and when sail- 
ing for Germany. 


An Old French Custom 


Paris, July 8. 

Fanny De Launay, French chorus 
girl, blames the heat as the cause 
of her arrest for disturbance of the 
peace, 

Distracted by the torridity, the 
chorine stripped to her epidermis 
before an open window of her 
apartment, and the crowd that col- 
lected caused the gendarmes to de- 
tain Miss De Launay as the cause 
thereof. rey 


H. M. Warner’s. Reason 


Paris, July 8. 

Harry M. Warner sails back for 
New York around Aug. 10, extend- 
ing his vacation plans. States that 
the reason he can do so is because 
his son, Lewis, is hard working in 
his place for the moment. 

The Warner Bros. head is going 
to Aix-les-Bains for a cure and then 
to Berlin from where he sails. 


Russian Directs “Wolf” 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Richard Boleslavsky, Russian di- 
rector, will megaphone “The Last of 
the Lone Wolf” for Columbia, 
Bert Lytell and Patsy Ruth Miller 


in the leads. 


Business Execs Go Harmony When 


Mixing in Industrial Talker 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Coast studios which have tried 
their hand at production of indus- 
trial talkers have found the field 
loaded with grief. Studio and 
execs, used to the production of en- 
tertainment, have discovered that 
to please the commercial world is 
a hard proposition. 

The chief drawback is that Coast 
headquarters of producers are too 
far away from the eastern and mid- 
western fields of operation. Per- 
sonal contacts must be made before 
the picture idea can be sold to com- 
mercial houses. 

Recently one of the larger studios 
took a contract to make a picture 
in a Pennsylvania steel mill. Not 
knowing what they were up against, 
they shipped a crew to that point 
and found the going plenty tough. 
A steel mill is no studio, and the 
studio-trained technicians were 
confronted by obstacles to photog- 
raphy and sound recording. Result 
was that the producer finished the 
picture with part of his own deugh. 

Producers here who try to com- 
pete with established commercial 
picture outfits in the east are out 
of luck after they figure in trans- 
portation of workers and equipment. 


Acting Bug 

Another bad feature is that about 
every commercial exec figures he is 
a better actor than the pros. At 
some time or other he has been a 
hot shot in amateur theatricals and 
still hangs on to the idea that he’s 
good. Let him get in front of a 
camera and mike and there’s no 
stopping him. He'll do all the trick 


stuff that gets him laughs at the 
Rotary club, forgetting that the 
bum gags have no place in an ad- 
vertising picture. 


Suggestions that he confine his 
work to business make him temper- 
mental, and the works are _ shot. 
Time is taken up getting the opera 
going again and its just one head- 
ache after another. In a _ place 
where a large number of men or 
women are employed it’s impossi- 
ble to get them natural. Also the 
owner of the plant is always on the 
producer’s heels, erying about 
demoralizing his organization and 
holding up production. 

After the picture is finished the 
producer has to satisfy not only the 
entire executive lineup but most of 
their wives. And not to be out- 
done by professional performers 
the business guys enter demands 
for retakes if they don’t look great 
or if someone else gets more foot- 
age. 

Plenty of chiseling, too, before 
the contract is signed. Everybody 
in the factory has a son or daughter 
who is a ecard at church socials. 
The kid as a rule has been told 
that he or she should be in pic- 
tures. The exec always promotes 
the producer to make a test and 
pays with a wink. The producer, 
figuring the test will ace him into 
the contract, does the favor and 
the next day everybody in the fac- 
tory knows that the kid has had a 
test. Result is that a dozen tests 
are made before the contract is 
signed, with the producer holding 
the sack. 


London, July g. 


Film players around London 
feeling the pinch so keenly thé 
days, this is the real reason why gg 
many are taking pot luck in Holly. 
wood. There is plenty of work, but 
salaries have altered considerably 
since the silent days. 

The real trouble with the players 
started when the leading talker 
units refused to renew any cons. 
tracts. British International, whi 
leads the production field here, re 
newed no contracts with their play 
ers, preferring to cast each pictu 
individually. They maintain th 
get better talker artists from 
stage at half the money. 

At present there is not a sing 
artist under contract to the Elstree 
company and only one or two of the 
smaller units have stock players, | 

People worth $1,000 a week 
fore the talkers’ advent are kept 
out of pictures in favor of stage 
players for $500. Male players in 
the British studios are a drug. The 
problem starts when the producers 
try to find girls with camera sense, 

Hence the trek to Hollywood con- 
tinues. Jameson Thomas, one of the 
best film actors on this side, leaves 
soon. John Longden, one of the 
leading juveniles, may follow. 


SEEKING TENOR FOR 
EVELYN LAYE FILM 


Hollywood, July 8% 

Samuel Goldwyn’s search for a 
romantic tenor to play opposite 
Evelyn Laye in “Lillie” continues, 
J. Harold Murray has been men- 
tioned but is not set. : 

Meanwhile tests of every eligible 
candidate east and west have been 
made. Walter Pidgeon, Perry Ask- 
am and Ivan Petrovitch were among 
the possibilities. 

Idea behind casting is to fit the 
story rather than feature the mue. 
sic. 

George Fitzmaurice will direct. 


Reginald Denny is one of the 
latest mentioned with a strong drift 
in his favor. He answers the Gold- 
wyn prescription of someone whe 
can sustain feature billing. 

This is essential, as the publie 
outside of New York is unacquainted 
with the girl legit star. 


SAILINGS 


Aug. 19 (Paris to New York) ‘Mr. 


and Mrs. Jules Brulatour (Ile de 
France), 
Acg. 1 (New York to London), 


Bert Nelson (“Princess Pat’), 
Maidie and Ray (Ile de France)... 
July 24 (New York to Paris), 
Fritz and Jean Hubert (Europa). 
July 23 (Paris to New York), 
Daniele Bregis (Ile de France). 
July 16 (New York to Paris) Ar- 
thur Krauss (Bremen). 
July 16 (New York to London) 
Charles King and family (Lee 
viathan). 
July 12 (New York to London), 
Don Cummings (De Grasse). 


July 11 -(London to Capetown) 
Browne and Lavelle (Kenilworth 
Castle). 

July 9 (London to New York), 


Mrs. Arch Selwyn, Frederick Lons- 
dale (Bremen). 


(Leviathan), 
July 5 (Paris to New York) Louis 


Swartz, Peggy Morrow (Beren- 
garie). 
July 4 (Capetown to Londen) 


Willie Schenk ard Co., DeMario and 
La Marletta, Bil, Kay and Partner? 


July-8 (Paris to New ciated 
Adele Astaire (Majestic). 

July 8 (New York to Genea), 
Mme. Berta Cutti (Augustus). 

July 6 (Paris to New York): 
John Philip Sousa, Maria Corda 
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and M. and A. W. Asra (Armadale Pauli 
Castle). rou 
July 3-(New York to Lond0m), Gniyers 
Drina Beach, Bob Fisher @minin 
France). Gribbo 
July 2 (New York to Paris) Flor- Miss 
ence Forman (America). Silen 
June 20 (New York to London) 
Dorothy Morrison. M: 
Reicher’s Foreigners A de: 
Hollywood, July'& t 
Metro has engaged Frank pithy for F ox 
to supervise and direct. He ™ ow wil 
éconcentrate on foreign versions. te Di 
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motion picture star. The old lady, 
for a | @nxious to see her boy-husband make 
sosite g00d, accepts the humiliation. 
Two-Timing Immediately 
mens | ,,UPOn their return to Hollywood, 
the peculiarly mated pair establish 
igible themselves in a Beverly Hills man- 
rs fion and the boy stages a coming 
Ake @ut party for the old gang to meet 
nas (Continued on page 4) 
it the 
“mus A Russian’s Way 
ct. 
ee Hollywood, July 8. 
 aritt Paramount told Eisenstein, the 
‘old. Russian director, he could have his 
a Choice of any writer on the lot for 
fis first picture at the studio. 
uiiie What the film will be or what it’ll be 
inted Bbout is not known. 
* However, the Russe spent plenty 
of time looking at a flock of Par. 
talkers. His means of a survey on 
authors, and his final selection is 
0. H. P. Garrett, because of the 
‘) Mr] freatment on “Street of Chance.” 
le de 
Beery as Barnum 
Hollywood, July 8. 
aris), Wallace Beery will finally play P. 
a). 7. Barnum on the screen. He is 
York), § Slated for the showman’s part in 
4 M-G’s “Jenny Lind.” 
:) Are Several years ago Beery was 

Slated to play Barnum in “The 
ndon)§ @reatest Show on Earth” for Par, 

(Le-§ but after three months of dickering 
John Ringling, who owns that title, 
ndon), § @écided not to let the picture com- 

Pany use it. The picture was call- 
town) off. 
worth ‘ 

York), Davey Lee’s Tour 

Lons Hollywood, July 8. 

veal Following his picture at Colum- 
Bia, Davey Lee goes into the Stan- 

onlin: ley, Pittsburgh, July 24, for a week. 

Date inaugurates a four weeks’ 

me tour for the youngster in the Stan- 

Corda ley houses which will include 

Philadelphia. 

Lovis Bill verlberg booked from this 

Beren- 

yndon) P li 

ine auline Garon Trying 

artner Hollywood, July 8. 

nadale Pauline Garon is bucking the dia- 

7 _route in two-reel comedies for 
nor), Universal. She will provide the 
feminine interest against Eddie 

9 Tibbon and Slim Summerville. 

) Flor-] Miss Garon was a featured player4 
Silents for several years, 
ondon) 
Marquis Story for Rogers 

Hollywood, July 8. 

4 5 A deal is on for Don Marquis to 
ily $. Write the next Will Rogers story 
either for Fox. 
fe will Jt will be based on the life of the 
jons. te Dick Wick Hall. 
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Juveniles Marry Their Stage Mamas 
Hollywood, but Still Goes 


sf Hollywood, July 8. 
. Hollywood is often compared in 
Popularity with some of the famous 
‘watering places of Europe. In many 
respects the comparison is logical. 
he town has become accepted as 
ene of the playgrounds of America, 
“where fashionable hotels are infest- 
ed with lonely old grass widows and 
wealthy matrons, waiting to snare 
gome blooming youth. This makes 
Hollywood a veritable Paradise for 
the high, wide and handsome boys 
who flock here from all parts of the 
globe for easy dough and soft liv- 
ins. 
_ These boys know their onions on 
Manoeuvering for gold and hire 
themselves out as professional com- 
panions, gigolos, or bridge experts. 
The wise boy who happens to be 
well known about town and strug- 
gling for recognition in pictures 
will secretly ‘align himself in matri- 
mony with a heavily bankrolied 
grand dame 20 or 30 years his senior. 
He will then sneak out for a honey- 
Moon to the Orient or Europe and 
Return, a year later with an agree- 
jent from the old lady that she must 
pose as his mother, so the marriage 
Won't spoil his career as a possible 


Colman and Dogs 


Ronald Colman changes his 
ideas in dogs to fit his pictures. 
For “Bulldog Drummond” he 
was photographed arriving with 
two bulldogs. On his recent 
return from Europe there were 
two Doberman Pinchers. In 
each case the hounds went 
back to the kennels from which 
they were borrowed after the 
newspaper photographers got 
through, 


Mrs. “Chevvy” Opposite 
Hubby in French Version 


Hollywood, July, 8. 
Mrs. Maurice Chevalier will play 
opposite her husband in the Frerich 
version of “The Little Cafe” (Par). 


, Studio will send the parley vous 
edition into work immediately upon 
completion of the English edition, 
which means that Mr. and Mrs. 
Chevalier will probably team be- 
fore the camera late this week, 


Mexican Daughter Gets 


Five Years with Par. 


Hollywood, July 8. 

As first assignment under a term 
contract with Paramount, Carmen 
Guerrero is being loaned to Roach 
to play opposite Charlie Chase in a 
Spanish version. The five years 
full of options were arranged for her 
by Brian Kent as a result of her 
work in the Spanish “Slightly Scar- 


let.” She has just finished in the 
Spanish “Grumpy” with Ernesto 
Vilches. 


Senorita Guerrero is 18, and the 
daughter of. the Mexican Hoover, 
Luis Guerrero Romero, chief of Mex- 
ico’s engineering department, 


German Opera in U. S. 


Berlin, July 1. 
Max Roth of the Berliner Staat- 
soper has been engaged by the gen- 
eral manager of the New York Ger- 
man Opera Co., I. I, Vincent, start- 

ing Dec. 15, for several months. 
Vincent also signed for the Ger- 
man conductor, Prof. Max Schill- 
ings, for a longer period in America. 


Pereda Clicks 
Hollywood, July 8. 
Paramount will keep Ramon 
Pereda another six months. 


The Spanish actor has gone to 
Mexico City for personal appear- 
ances with the version of “Slightly 
Scarlet,” and has two months’ ad- 
vance notice that his option will 
be exercised. 


EXPLOITATION 


Gen. Motors Using Circuses 
on $250,000 1930 Budget; 
to Have Own Circus Out 
Next Year—Food Co.’s, 
Packers, Aero Concerns 
Get on Band Wagon 


CITY BOOSTERS, TOO 


Chicago, July 8. 


Big corporations are actively en- 
tering the show business to help 
sell their various lines. 

Such leaders in American in- 
dustry as General Motors, Curtiss- 
Wright, Reid-Murdock, Northwest- 
ern Railroad, Armour, Swift, and 
a multitude of lesser companies are 
turning to the theatre and its al- 
lied lines as the quickest means of 
reaching millions. 

Most entered the business through 
the wedge of picture clips and radio 
tie-ups. The success of these 
opened the eyes of the advertising 
departments of these big corpora- 
tions. 

Generai Motors has dipped heav- 
ily into the outdoor circus field and 
is now using every circus touring 
America as a means of displaying 
their various cars. This year it is 
spending approximately $250,000 on 
that end alone. Next year the ap- 
propriation will be doubled, with 
the corporation’s complete line of 
Frigidaires, radios and other prod- 
ucts all displayed. A strong pos- 
sibility is General Motors will have 
its own circus next year, costing 
$7,500 a day to operate. This will 
be given free in all cities, with the 
only request that patrons walk 
through the General Motors display 
before watching the circus perform- 
ance, 

Ried-Murdock, one of the oldest 
and largest food concerns of the 
west, and the Thomas Webb coffee 
company are deep in the carnival 
and park line with their goods. 
They flash the various stores for 
the concession men, give them deep 
cut prices and still figure the pub- 
licity the cheapest and most effect- 
ive they can buy. 

Curtiss-Wright is going after 

(Continued on page 10) 


THELMA EDWARDS, HOSTESS 


P@ris, July 8. 

The only private function officially 
okayed which the Gold Star Moth- 
ers could attend had Thelma Ed- 
wards, American danseuse, current- 
ly with “Desert Song” at the Moga- 
dor, as the hostess at her Neuilly- 
sur-Seine home. 

The Gold Star Mothers otherwise 
are banned from any private enter- 
tainment by the American colony 
in Paris. 


Par ‘Oiling’ Some of Its Stars; 
Future Films Telling for Others 


Paramount has had, or is having, 
trouble with several of its stars. As 
usual in these cases the causes aro 
not always clear. Persistent re- 
ports that neither George Bancroft 
nor Clara Bow will remain with 
Par after their present contracts 
cannot be confirmed. Execs decline 
to predict. Organization believes 
the next couple of pictures of each 
will decide the question. 

A fear that Clara Bow’s knack for 
getting involved in undesirable pub- 
licity is, or will, hurt her at the 
box office is discounted by some 


Paramounteers who believe’ that 
what would be injurious to a sweet 


ingenue is okay for a rough sou- 
bret like Clara, 

Paramount flatly forbade the red- 
head to see any newspapermen on 
her present eastern trip. 

Jack Oakie is said to be okay 
since his contract was recently ad- 
justed. Nancy Carroll is named as 
‘another who needed some oil, al- 
though her popularity is increasing 
with the fans. 

Some ill feeling between Miss 
Carroll and a couple of responsible 
studio execs is said to date back 
to “Abie’s Irish Rose,” with Miss 
Carroli feeling she wasn’t given the 
breaks,. notably on publicity. It is 
also understood that a financial 
angle is involved in Miss Carroll's 
case. 


BIG BIZ USES SHOWDOM AID 


DANNY DARE QUITS 


Leaves Fox Prematurely — May 
Stage Show’s Numbers East 


Hollywood, July 8, 

Danny Dare will prematurely end 
his cognection with Fox. With his 
studio contract having about four 
or six weeks to go a mutual agree- 
ment permits the dance director to 
go east next week. 

Dare may stage the dances in the 
new Billy Rose-Jed Harris stage 
revue. 


Janet Gaynor Off Lot and 
Payroll—Under Contract 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Janet Gaynor’s self suggested 
game of hide and seek with the 
Fox studio can develop into one of 
those rocking chair marathons. 


Miss Gaynor hasn’t yet shown up 
at the studio since the recent split 
so the “lot” has merely taken her 
off the payroll but holds a contract 
which still has about three years 
to run. 

Meaning that Miss Gaynor can’t 
work for any other compar® in 
the interim. 


Salesman Now Lead 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Jack Bowditch who use to sell 
films in Minneapolis has been set 
by Universal as the lead for the 
“Leather Pusher” series. 

He will appear as Richard Bar- 
ker and will be given a chance to 
try for stardom. 


First Femme Opera Mer. 
Is Set for Scala, Milan 


Zurich, July 8. 
The first femme opera manager in 
Italy is Anita Colombo, who will be 
impresario of the famous Scala 
opera house, Milan. 
Miss Colombo was former secre- 
tary to the manager of the Scala, 
succeeding her boss in the berth. 


O’Neal Back to Stage 


Villiiam O’Neal goes with the 
Shuberts for five years, slated for 
a new operetta this fall. 

O'Neal has the privilege of okay- 
ing his books and scores which was 
the reason he was displeased with 
sound-screen work. 


Matter of Talker Songs Sharply 
Argued by Studios 


and Writers 


— 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Believing that Victor Herbert's 
“Naughty Marietta” is over the 
heads of the picture public, Irving 
Thalberg has ordered the original 
script thrown away and a new one 
“written down.” 

Romantic story angle will be em- 
phasized instead of music. Thal- 
berg is reported of the opinion that 
songs awkwardly inserted or not fit- 
ting into the narrative are useless 
for films. 

In contrast Irving Berlin believes 
the time is ripe for interpolated 
film melodies having no connection 
with story. This is directly con- 
trary to Thalberg’s theory. Berlin 
figures primarily from the commer- 
cial standpoint of looking for plugs. 

Two schools of thought furnish 
much scope for argument out here 
between the studio bunch and the 
eastern songwriters. Public’s re- 
cent indifference to musicals and 
operettas has been a tough argu- 
ment for the songwriting boys to 
get around. 

In ‘line with the emphasis upon 
narrative, Metro also plans writing 
and inserting a story into ‘their 
revue, “March of Time,’ which is 
already finished. 


PAR. AND WARNER RAID 
ON CERMAN TALENT 


Berlin, July’ 8. 

Paramount and Warners have’ 
been intensively raiding the *cream 
of the local film talent, signing 
three notables amongst them. 

Willi Kollo, a famous young Ger- 
man operetta and song composer, 
who is the Noel Coward of Deutsche 
land through writing and acting in 
his own operettas, will write the 
book and score of an operetta which 
Par will make in several languages, 
and will also act in another’ Ger- 
man talker which Paramount will 
produce in Hollywood. Kollo sails 
about Sept. 1 for America. 

Warners annexed Lissi Arna, 
well-known German film star, who 
leaves Berlin shortly for Hollywood, 

Another well-known local come- 
dian, Paul. Morgan, is slated to sail 
Aug. 13 for Hollywood for three 
months on the Par lot to make 
German talkers. 

Par’s importation of two such 
people for Hollywood and not to 
Paris (Joinville studies) indicates 
that Par will also make foreign 
talkers on the west coast as well as 
on the continent. 


Miss Ulric Ready 
Hollywood, July 8. 
Lenore Ulrie arrived here Sunday 
from New York. She starts very 
soon on her next Fox: picture. 


~ 
Selwyn, Jr., Unchanged |“ 
Hollywood, July 8. INDEX 
Arch Selwyn, Jr., was reported as 2-36 
“unchanged” at the Hollywood 6-7 
Hospital, where he was taken fol- Picture Reviews.......19-31-35 
lowing an automobile smash-up Film House Reviews.... 41 
Friday night. Talking Shorts ........ 19 
He is suffering from a fractured Waudevitis..... « «ers 37-3 
skull, Vaude 42 
Radio Takes Richman Times Square.......+666 46 
Harry Richman will be featured ||} Women’s Page.......... | 48 
in one picture by Radio. Legitimate ee §2-55 
This is to be made prior to Rich- Literati ...seeeseees weet 56 
man’s second United Artists effort. MUSIC ..sseeeeesereerees 57-59 
Correspondence ......+. 61-62 
JACK NORWORTH IN TRADE 5 
London, July 8. Night: 57 
Jack Norworth is over here, Outdoors 60 
wearing spats and altogether a dig- Letter List......... ones 63 
nified commercial man. He has a Inside Vaude 49 
suite of offices in Bush House, hav- Inside Pictures 
ing the British agency for a patent Inside Music ..... cocese 57 
nozzle (not schnozzle). Inside Legit...... oococe 52 
The first thing he did on arrival Burlesque re ne ocde 40 | 
was to purchase a Rolls-Royce and News of Dailies....... : 45 
the second was to buy a home in Foreign Show News..., 50-51 
one of the fashionable suburbs. Legit Reviews.......... 64 
Says he'll never play the Loew SPOPts 47 
time again. 4 
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4 VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 9, 


eistere Golf 
About Kicking 


Bucket on Coast 


; Los Angeles, July 8. 

The past week has seen the fold- 
ing of a number of miniature golf 
courses here, with those closed being 
among the first which were built here 
when the craze first started. Rea- 
son for the closing seems to be that 
the old links are not tough enough 
for the present crop of players. Op- 
erators of the courses claim that 
the putt hounds now want their 
game tough or not at all. Also that 
few people ever play the same 
course twice. The first time around 
they get wise as to where to play 
the shots and the second time loses 
all kick. 

Those who are bugs on the ab- 
breviated game hop from one link to 
another leoking for one they can’t 
beat. 

Several local spots have been giv- 
Ing cash prizes for best scores and 
the local office of the U. S. G. A. has 
announced that all people partic- 
ipating in games for cash will be 
classed as professionals. 


JOE KENNEDY’S ONLY 
WORRY IS HAY FEVER 


Boston, July 8. 

Informed of reports in New York 
tangling him up with several ail- 
ments, including bad golf, Jos. P. 
Kennedy denies them all, includ- 
ing the hit-and-walk rumor. 

Says he expects to see New York 
but little this summer, as hay 
fever is his only worry and always 
lands him in the metropolis. Speak- 
ing of his golf Kennedy mentions 
79 as though it were a stock ex- 
change quotation. 

Mr. Kennedy is summering with 
his family along Cape Cod. 


Marcus on Coast as 
Indie Western Producer 


_ Hollywood, July 8. 

Gene Marcus, one of the oldest 
independent film exchange men in 
Pennsylvania, is here producing a 
‘series of westerns, which he will 
take back east for distribution. First 
of the features, now in production 
under title of “North of Senora,” 
stars Buffalo Bill, Jr. 

A shortage of westerns on the 
eastern market induced Marcus to 
come west and turn producer, 


Robt. Lee Elevated 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Robert Lee, for several years as- 
sistant director at Paramount, has 
been elevated to full responsibility. 
His first will be a western, starring 
Richard Arlen. 
Lee is the 10th Paramount pro- 
duction man to be promoted to di- 
rectorship in the past two years. 


Vic. Fleming at Col. 
Hollywood, July 8. 


Columbia and Victor Fleming, the 
director, may get together _ this 
week, 


Dickey on “Fathoms” 
Hollywood, July 8. 

Paul Dickey, the playwright,. is 
doing his first chore for Columbia. 
It is “50 Fathoms Deep,” sequel to 
“Submarine,” one of the first Co- 
lumbia pictures to crash the big 
circuits. 

Ralph Graves and Jack Holt will 
be together as usual. 


Edith Vaselli in “Sunny” 
Hollywood, July 8. 
Esther Howard will not have her 
original role in “Sunny.” 
Edith Vaselli will play the part. 


Natalie Moorhead for Three 
: Hollywood, July 8. 
Natalie Moorhead has been placed 
with Warners for three pictures. 
Minna Wallace did the negotiat- 
ing. 


Play and Picture 
While Miriam Hopkins appears in 
Paramount’s “Best People” ‘film, 
‘starting in the New York studio 
Aug. 1, she will ccntinue in’ “Strict- 
ly Dishonorable” (stage). 


Metro’s Try Overboard, 
Started 3 Versions of 
Same Film—Too Much 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Metro’s ambitious and _ revolu- 
tionary production experiment on 
“Monsieur Le Fox” has gone busto. 

It was found that making a film 
simultaneously in French, German 
and English was too much of a task 
for mere mortals. 

All of the versions, including the 
English, have been shelved, 


ERLANGER’S CAN HAVE 
GLOBE FROM R-K-0 


Charles Dillingham’s Globe on 
Broadway can be had by Erlmnger’s 
office, if it’s wanted, from accounts. 
The deal has been started with no 
knowing how it will finish. 

R-K-O wants Erlanger’s to take 
the Globe off its hands. The R-K-O 
Dillingham lease runs for a year, 
until July 1, 1931. It’s at a pretty 
stiff rental, said to be $5,500 weekly. 
R-K-O is having some difficulty in 
keeping the house filled with week 
to week film product, and besides 
the remodeled Columbia,” at 47th 
street, when reopening in Novem- 
ber, will take care of the R-K-O 
pictures. 

Meanwhile the Globe is reported 
to have become a red blotch on the 
R-K-O books. 

Erlanger’s only legit stage play 
booked house actually on Broadway 
is the Empire, below 42d street. 


G.T.’S HOME TALKER SET 
FOR DEMONSTRATION 


,General Talking Pictures is pre- 
paring for a public demonstration 
of its home talker device. Date 
not yet set. Within the next two 
months after Dr. Lee De Forest re- 
turns from the coast, it is stated. 
Availability of the device for the 
open market is sei far off with the 
lowdown handed out saying prac- 
tical home talkers has got plenty 
to seek along the line of develop- 
ment tefore suitable for home con- 
sumption. 


Vacations of Mgrs. Cut - 
Out by Fox West Coast 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Fox West Coast managers won't 
get any vacations this summer. 
J. J. Franklin posted an official 
ukase cancelling all furloughs. 

A manager wanted at a confer- 
ence happened to be on his vaca- 
tion. Hence the order cancelling 
everybody’ s 

Yes, they’re sore. 


Amos-Andy’s Private Car 


Chicago, July 8. 

Correll and Gosden (Amos ’n’ 
Andy) leave on a private car for 
the coast and pictures Friday (11). 

Alex Robb, the boys’ personal 
manager, and general director of 
the local NBC Artists Service 
Bureau, has been picked by Radio 
Pictures to play the part of King- 
fish in the flicker. 


Heerman on Coast 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Victor Heerman, who made ‘“Ani- 
mal Crackers,” at the Paramount, 
New. York, studio, arrives here 
Thursday to assume his first coast 
assignment. 

He has been placed on a term 
contract. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Ralph Farnum. 
Radie Harris 

Ruth Gordon, 
John McCormick. 
James R. Cowan. 
Lita Grey Chaplin. 
Armida,. 

Jack Oakie 
Victor Heerman 


L. A. to N.. Y. 


Ruby Keeler. 
Danny Dare 
Eddie Pidgeon. 


The Chicago flyers have just cre- 
ated an endurance record. It’s a 
great feat. Four Brothers, the 
Hunter Brothers, no kin to us, but 
we're all brothers under the skin. 
We're flying high for R-K-O on our 
fifty-four-week tour. 


(CHIC) -(ROSE) 


YORK and KING 


Originators of “Tintype”’ Comedy 
Week July 12, R-K-O Palace, 
Cleveland. 


R-K-O Direction LEE STEWART 


GERMAN CIRCUS 
PAYS $100 DAY 
THEATRES 


Show Managers in Hun- 
gary Objected to Ger- 
man Circus’ Entry 


Budapest, July 1. 
' Krone Circus, biggest in Europe, 
visiting Hungary for the first time, 
Big biz in provincial cities, despite 
remonstrances from show people, 
who asked the local magistrates not 
to allow the Krone Circus on the 


premises. 

In Gyor, a city. of 50,000, Krone 
paid the local theatre and picture 
houses $100 daily as an indemnity. 
In ‘spite of added expense, receipts 
were good. It made no difference 
to allow the Krone Circus in the 
city. 

Budapest itself did not grant 
playing permit to the German cir- 
cus company, which played the 
neighboring community, Ujpest, 45 
minutes by rail from Budapest. 

Intense heat and great distance, 
high-priced tickets and too large 
arena which is elliptical, so only 
most expensive seats command full 
view, have been ruinous to the box 
office and Krone is departing after 
ten days of 50% attendance near 
hae, 


No Split—Goldstone 


Hollywood, July 8. 


Phil Goldstone denies any dis- 
sension in the Tiffany studio be- 
tween himself or anyone else. He 
also denies making an offer to buy 
Tiffany or threatening to quit. 

x0ldstone returned Monday after 
attending the Tiffany convention in 
the east and conferring on policy 
with Grant Cooke and L. A. Young. 
He continues as before as produc- 
tion head of Tiffany, but with the 
understanding of closer relations 
and co-operation between east and 
west. No changes are contemplated 
in studio personnel, Goldstone de- 
clared. 


Bernice Claire as Act; 
No S&M Show Just Now 


Bernice Claire, following a pic- 
ture term with FN, is in New York 
on a call from Schwab & Mandel, 
with whom she has six months to 
go on an original five-year stage 
contract. ° 

The legit producers are attemp- 
ting to place Miss Claire in vaude 
for the duration of her agreement 
with them, with no musical in sight 
to spot her in. It’s possible Miss 
Claire will not return to the Coast 
or pictures until her Schwab & 
Mandel term has expired. 


Stay Out of Hollywood ~ 


(Continued from page 1) 
friends. It soon amounts to coven- 
try. 

Thére are no more friends, 
Then they start tapping mere 
acquaintances—in person or by 
phone. ‘ 
It’s seldom funny . It’s tough. 
Even the girls. Calling up prin- 
cipals with whom they've been in 
a show back east. If it’s a man 
they’re phoning the acquaintance- 

ship is often strictly platonic. 

Stay Out of Hollywood 
Names which meant more or less 
en Broadway are standing in line 
and slipping into the studios for 
$7.50 and $10 a day. 
happen to turn their head. fast 
enough you'll spot them against 
your will. And it’s a shock. Some 


‘of *’em. 


Look around one restaurant where 
the mob gathers for lunch. At least 
half the attendance is laying off 
or has yet to make the grade, They’re 
angling. Always angling. Day and 
night. In an eatery, on the Boule- 
vard, a hotel lobby, in somebody’s 
home. Don’t stop. Get around. 
Meet people. You never can tell. 
A “break may come anytime. And 
never does. Going back east? By 
train? What about your car? We'll 
drive it across for you. 

They do, and they’ve had enough 
of Hollywood. 

A wire from the coast. Leave this 
week. It’s all set. Sign when you 
get here. Have a good trip? Giad 
you’re going to be with us. A con- 
ference. Another conference. It 
hints of a stall. More conferences. 
We'll have the contract drawn up 
and sign tomorrow. Send for the 
family. Everything looks jake. 
Another conference. It’s cold. And 
the family gets in Friday. 


Stay Out of Hollywood 


You’re a songwriter? Oh, there’s 
three of you. A combination. Just 
finished six months on that lot? 
Well, we'll see. But no one sees. 
Six months later a hat makes the 
circle to get the trio back to New 
York. And the more affluent tune- 
smiths resent it as a reflection on 
their position in the industry. 

Collections are common and 
often. An “idea” man is west for 
a lyric writer at $100 a week. But 
the writer loses his job. The 
former individual’s main idea now 
is to beg. And he’s been doing all 
right to date. One evening saw 


If they don’t. 


eight boys contribute from $1 
$10 apiece. But even a merry-go. 
round stops. Those with jobs are 
making it a point to steer clear of 
hotel lobbies after six p. m. > 
Stay Out of Hollywood +} 
Made a test in the east? Doubt. 
ful about it? Don’t let ’em seg jg 
out here. Oh, you made it here, 4 
verse, two choruses, a short sceng 
from one of your shows, and Silent 
closeups." In front of a velvet drop 
with a minor contract player tg 
“feed” you. Uh—huh. With a part 
in mind? Uh—huh. Know any. 
body on the lot? Say, they're big 
shots. They said it was okay? UR 
huh. Did you see it? Did your 
agent see it? With a little better 
lighting, eh? What does your agent 
say? Oh, this was six weeks 4Bo, 
Well, that’s the way it goes. Bes 
you later. 
Stay Out of Hollywood 


Inside the projection room. Flash- 
ing the booth, ‘“‘What’s on the ma- 
chine, Joe?” Tests? Turn ’em_.on, 
Maybe 250 feet then—“is that lousy 
or not?” a buzz to the booth and 
a switchover to the other machine, 
“Gee, they get worse.” Another 
abrupt buzz, and back to the first 
machine. “Isn’t this awful?” Then 
the phone. “Joe, Joe! Why the— 
Say, how many more tests you got? 
Yea? Never mind. Get those 
‘dailies.’ Yea, we'll look at ’em now. 
Nuts with the tests, run off those 
‘rushes.”” Now!” Slam. 

No one present to say, “You're 
wrong about that guy. He’s a per- 
former. Give him some attention 
on lighting, a director, spend a little 
interest on the test and you'll see 
something. 

Stay Out of Hollywood 

If you'll speak to Jim over there, 
Bob, I think he’ll remember me. 
Sure, we worked together in three 
or four shows. He's directing now. 
Can ya imagin’? Swell guy. Put 
in the plug, will ya? Much obliged. 
I got a load of ideas.” Remember 
that bit I did in “Bright—Bob. Hey, 
Bob. Where you goin’? 

One steamship line states it has 


ing a chance to work their way 
through the Canal—eastbound. The 
company says that most of these in- 
quiries come from those claiming 
to “be actors. 
Fred. Just a minute. Hate to 
do this, but have you got— 
Stay out of Hollywood 


Local House Quintet as 
Good Will Build Up in 
Toledo—Goes Anywhere 


Toledo, July 8. 
Harold Betts, “singing usher,’ and 
Paramount Quartet, of local Para- 
mount ushers, appear at various 
functions—luncheon clubs, opening 


of new stores, etc. 

It’s a good will build up for the 
theatre. 

Also appear regularly at orphan- 


ages and other charitable institu- 
tions. 


Marrying Juveniles 


(Continued from page 3) 

the new mother. Those who knew 
the lad in his coffee and cake days 
pay homage to the withered co- 
quette and are requested to come 
often, as she adores young company. 
The boy meanwhile takes care of his 
own pleasure by maintaining an ad- 
dress at one of the city clubs. Here 
he does his real entertaining when 
he’s supposed to be looking for a 
job. 

Handicapped with a foreign ac- 
cent no good for English talkers, 
one Spanish ex-doctor was forced 
to seek other means of a livelihood. 
He hired out as a class professional 
bridge player and eventually met a 
rich widow who owned a string of 
hotels in the Northwest. The widow 
was nearing the half century mark 
and had never thought of a picture 
career until the bull thrower for the 
Argentine prevailed upon her vanity 
and began showering her with com- 
plimentary outbursts which made 
her plenty screeny. 

Bent on becoming a great screen 
actress, the widow was easily sold 


on the idea of making a Spanish 


epic. The picture, as outlined by 
the ex-actor, would be a 100 percent 
talker, budgeted at around $250,000. 
But before production could be 
started it was necessary for the 
widow to learn Spanish. 
tion to writing the story and make 
ing preliminary plans for produce 
tion, the actor condescended to give 
the widow a course in Spanish The 
widow paid him $500 a week for all 
this hard labor. 


Spanish Still Lousy 


The actress-to-be has been a @e- 
voted student to the promoting ac- 
tor for more than a year, yet she 
reached first base on Spanish and 
she’s still nerts about the b.f. 
Opposite the parade of gigolos 
there are as many, if not more, M- 
teresting cases of extortion among 
gold diggers who sift the gold from 
rich old relics. ; 

Perhaps the most successful out 
here in this division was an attrac- 
tive girl who was earning her own 
living at 14. With nothing mere 
than an elementary education. she 
started slinging biscuits across the 
counter of a Milwalkee coffee shop- 
Later she found her way to Holly- 
wood and went from. biscuits:to 
beans. A producer of musicals 
noticed the gal had pulchritude, and 
it wasn’t long before she was knock- 
ing the toupees from Row A. 


In her nightly rounds of after the- 
atre parties the girl met a wealthy 
English title who decided that he'd 
met his soul-mate. The temptation 
of $5,000,000 in the bank and a title 
was meat for the little girl and, 
after rapid courtship, she found 
herself sailing the high seas pound 
for a swell joint she could cal! her 
own. 

Two years later Lady Bist#lt 
Slinger returned to Hollywood with 
the $5,000,00 under control and n° 
mourning trousseau to commemorate 
the deceased benefactor. She is now 
acting as host to a coterie of gigd- 
los, who rate her as a good till” 
Charlie and will continue sings 
hymns to her as long as the yellow 
backs peel easily. 


Hollywood is like that. 
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Personnel shift on rather big re- 
organization order is whiffing the 
5s way of Fox, with return of Harley 
+L. Clarke from Europe. Among 
“the things in the offing is cram- 


“ming of the entire advertising and 
“exploitation output of his various 
“companies under a single head in 
a single unit. This even to per- 
haps take in the utilities in which 
is interested. 

' Some kind of a background in a 
theoretical way in Clarke’s mind ts 
that film making is now a public 
“service utility, and eventually com- 
“ing in to shoot out and along 
“game lines. But the biggest and 
real aim is to have a one-man 
‘supervision for development and 
economic expediency. 

Under the proposed plan the Fox 
“film and theatre alvertising depart- 
“ments will become subsidiary units 
»of a centralized system for all of 
Clarke's interests. 

Clarke is reported to have the 
“man selected for the job. That fel- 
“low for the past few months has 
®been making a systematic survey of 
*the territory from,both ends of the 

country and is now ship-shape to 
step in. 


GENERAL SCALE CUT AT 
+ AKRON, LOEW STARTED 


Akron, O., July 8. 

Price slashing has hit this town 
“with a bang. 

Loew's Akron, cutting vaude, 
“started it, dropping from 65c. to 40c. 

Three of the other four first runs, 
*Strand (Warners), Colonial (Feiber- 
Shea), and Orpheum (inde), made 
cuts to same low. R-K-O Palace 
held to its scale. Neighborhoods 
getting 35, cut to 25c. 

Now the dance halls, which have 
been bucking each other with dime 
nights, have doubled up and are of- 
fering two of the bargain dances 
each week. 
® Bigger houses reported all over 
‘town, but managers growling like 
bears when they discovered that 
Brosses hadn't moved up enough to 
cover the cost of their extra adver- 
tising. 


THIRD PUBLIX HOUSE 
WITH OWN STAGE SHOW 


The return of the Paramount, At- 
lanta, to stage shows this week 
Marks the third Par-Publix house 
Producing its own stage show. 

Other two houses operating stage 
entertainments individually are the 
Paramount, Seattle, and Paramount, 
Portland, Ore. 

Although four other Par-Publix 
houses have stage shows other than 
that of the regular Publix unit, they 
Produce their own units which ro- 
tates between the four theatres 
Solely. They are the Publix the- 
atres in New Orleans, Dallas, Hous- 
ton and San Antonio. 

Lou Forbes went in as m.c, at 
the Paramount, Atlanta. 


R-K-0’s N. Y. Films 


R-K-O houses in New York are 
Not film booked so far ahead as to 
rause any wild hurrah among its 
Picture heads. The department is 
banking high hopes on some of the 
Radio futures including “Trixiana,” 

Shooting Straight,” with Richard 

Dix, and “Lawful Larceny,” with 
‘Bebe Daniels. 
5 Bookings ire set up to July 22 
®s follows: “Shooting of Nan Mc- 
Grew,” 1st half week July 6; “Safe- 
ty in Numbers,” last half; “Social 
dion” (Par), and “Notorious Affair,” 
Bplit week, July 13, and “Love 
Among the Millionaires,” with 
Clara Bow, July 19-22, 


, Clarke’s Idea to Centralize Fox 
| Film Publicity with His Utilities 


4 


Market and Deals 


Picture deals, even minor 
ones, are affected by the pres- 
ent stock market. 


Loew’s of Canada, Pass 
This July Dividend for 
Toronto, London Co.’s 


London, Can., July 8. 


Directors of Theatres 
have decided to defer dividend pay- 
merts. Loew’s Theatres, Ltd., of 
Toronto and Loew’s London thea- 
tre have semi-annual payments 
falling due in July. Directors de- 
cided to defer payment on the pre- 
ferred shares of the Toronto com- 
pany, and the preferred and or- 
dinary shares of the London com- 
pany. 

This action was taken to con- 
serve cash and to preserve for any 
effects the company might feel from 
business depression. 

The liquid position of both com- 
panies is reported to be good. 


STOCK DIFFERENCE ON 
COSTON-WARNER DEAL 


Chicago, July 8. 

James Coston spent last week 
in New York dickering with Warner 
Bros. on the Chicago theatres deal. 
Rumors are that the deal, practical- 
ly set, may fall through, since tle 
Warners are offering Coston Tn- 
listed stocks, while Coston is de- 
manding listed stock. 

The whole deal was a stock prop- 
osition. 


BUSINESS 1ST—ALWAYS, 
EVEN WITH ELECTRICS 


Ottawa, July 8. 

The Northern Electric Co., repre- 
senting Western Electric in Canada, 
installing floodlight illumination 
equipment for midnight harness 
racing on Canadian tracks and for 
other outdoor sports. 

The company has provided sound 
equipment for some 300 theatres in 
the Dominion. 


Columbia Sinks 5 G’s 
In Short, but Can’t Use 


Hollywood, July 8. 

After advancing Rodney Gilliam 
and Roland Reed $5,000 to finance 
production of a novelty short, Col- 
umbia finds that now the picture is 
completed it will be unable to re- 
lease it. Mix-up is due to an exist- 
ing contract Columbia has with Dis- 
ney for the release of “Mickey 
Mouse.” Disney claims the new 
novelty is too much like its own 
product and threatened to sue if 
Col. took it. 

The novelty by Gilliam and Reed 
is on the order of a cartoon, using 
wooden puppets instead of draw- 
ings. Picture was made in color. 


W. B. Starts Three 


Hollywood, July 3. 
Three pictures went into produc- 
tion at Warner's this week (Mon- 
day). 
“Barber John’s Boy,” “A Hus- 
band’s Privileges” and “The Steel 
Highway” were the starters. 


“Rain or Shine’’—Globe 


Columbia's “Rain or Shine” talker 
with Joe Cook is due to open at 
the Globe, New York, during this 
month, 

Globe its R-K-O leased. 


v 


New York Distributors Con- 
cede Theatre Operation 
Now Most Important of 
Entire Film Industry — 
Distribution Set Back 
Through Large Majority 
Gross Rental Revenue Sold 
Through Home Office— 
Production as Source Only 


BOX OFFICE POWER 


Theatre operation within a com- 
paratively short space of time has 
superseded both production and dis- 
tribution as the most important 
branch of the picture industry, tak- 


ing precedence both in activity and 
the investment invloved. 

During the past five years theatre 
operation has reached the status 
where it is the real backbone of pic- 
tures. Production now means the 
studios are merely the sources of 
supply to feed the many and big 
maws of the theatres. Distribution 
or the merchandising of the finished 
product was at one time a branch 


of tremendous importance, with 
many ramifications and the need for 
salesmanship, showmanship and 


sagacity. Now through the develop- 
ment of gigantic circuits, distribu- 
tion has been considerably nar- 
rowed in scope. 

Widespread accumulation of 
houses and building, particularly by 
the cyclopean circuits, has shunted 
theatre operation forward as by far 
the valuable branch, and with the 
same stroke made production and 
particularly distribution take a back 
seat. 

Sold at H. O. 


The amount of business closed in 
the home offices of producer-dis- 
tributors now runs from 50% to 
80%, Sidney R. Kent, of Paramount, 
estimating the last figure as the ap- 
proximate percentage he sells from 
the Paramount building. This per- 
centage is, of course, not the per- 
centage of sales, but the percentage 
in gross rentals or distribution re- 
turn, indies and others sold outside 
of the home office providing for 
Paramount the 20% of the remainder 
the company’s pictures take in. 
Metro closes about 60% in New 
York, as does Fox and Warner 
Bros., according to estimates made. 

That has meant to distribution 
that pictures with the one flourish 
of the pen are now sold to large 
groups of theatres, often running 
into the hundreds. When the film 
accounts were many the distribu- 
tion held first importance. 

Large Theatre Staffs 

While distribution staffs have de- 
creased, with fewer salesmen em- 
ployed now than ever before, the- 
atre operation has gone up and up 
in the matter of forces. From a 
general theatre operator radiates a 
director of theatre management, di- 
vision directors for territories, dis- 
trict managers, with their staffs, 
and the house men. Divisions also 
have regular staffs, including tech- 


nical people, publicity directors, 
etc. 
Production is second to operation, 


with large investments in studio 
and other properties, with increased 
activity and staffs through sound, 
but it has crawled ahead at a 
snail’s pace compared with the 
speed operation has made in put- 
ting the bone into the backbone of 
the industry. 


Oakie’s Naval Story 


Hollywood, July 8. 
An original story of naval life by 
George Marion, Jr., will serve Jack 
Oakie as his next. It substitutes 
for “Toplitsky of Notre Dame,” 
which the South Bend university 
didn’t want. 


Oakie and his director, Victor 


Heerman, are on their way back| Earle Kenton. 
from New York. Latter will be reassigned 


THEATRE LEADERSHI 


Girls and Widows for 
Checking Percentage Houses; 
Just as Good at $5 as Dicks at $10 


Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week July 11 
Capitol—“‘Let. Us Be Gay” 
(Metro). 
Globe—“Shooting Straight” 
(Radio). 


Paramont—“For The Defense” 
(Par). 


Rialto — “Anybody’s War” 
(Par). 

Roxy—“Rogue Song” (Met- 
ro). 


Strand—‘Sweet Mama” (FN). 
Winter Garden—“Dawn Pa- 
trol” (WB). 


Week July 18 
Capitol—“‘Richest 
World” (Metro). 
Globe—“Rain of Shine” (Col). 


Man In 


Roxy — “Good Intentions” 
(Fox). 

Strand—“Song of the Flame” 
(WB). 


MORE 
PUBLIX STAGES 


Boris Morros, head of Par-Publix 
music department is on a southern 
tour with the reported purpose of 
installing pit orchestras in Par- 
Publix houses now operating on an 
all sound policy. This may be fol- 
lowed up by the return of entertain- 
ment in the ‘“‘flesh” in those houses. 

That recently happened after 
Morros returned after installing pit 
orchestras in seven houses. Stage 
entertainment was put in shortly 
after music in person was restored. 


ALL NIGHT GRIND IN 
DETROIT CUTS TO 200. 


Dertoit, July 8. 

Blackstone, pioneer all-night 
grind sound house with 288 seats 
can't find the key. House hasn't 
been locked for five years. With 
business off the key may be needed. 

Evidence of bad business is the 
reduction of price to 20c. 

House has been a sure seater for 
five years at 25c. straight. 

Its named around town as the 
eab drivers’ opera house. 


Preview Houses Minus 
Previews Not So Hot 


Hollywood. July 8. | 
With studios taking their previews | 


out of town, local theatres formerly 
classed as preview houses by the 
picture mob are crying starvation. 
The Westlake, for the past two years 
running a preview almost nightly, 
has been the hardest hit. Building up 
a patronage which expected the 


initial showings, as soon as the the- 
atre went back to a straight pro- 
gram policy the audience went else- 
where. 

The Ritz, another preview house, 


got about the same breaks. How- 
ever the neighborhood started to 
build up and offset the loss of 


patronage due to changed policy. 

Local theatres which at one time 
begged for the tryouts now steer 
clear of them figuring steady busi- 
ness built on steady programs is 
the safest bet. 


Beaumont Finishes Film 
Hollywood, July 8. 
Harry Beaumont stepped in Mon- 
day on the Metro lot to finish 
“Three French Girls,” started by 


Using rah-rah girls is the Hays 
office new plan of checking the per- 
centage exhib’s b.o. 

It’s inside that the Hays outfit has 
been experimenting with some kind 
of a probable solution to the check- 


ing system this way. Aim is to em- 
ploy women on part time basis with 
a rather detailed hiring plan that 
dovetails almost like a district po- 
litical system. 

It’s hiring college girls and indi- 
gent widows to hang around the 
theatres analyzing the ticket num- 
bers at comparatively reasonable 
pay rate. Women are figured be- 
cause they can work cheaper, ac<- 
cording to the lowdown. 

In this manner the film boards of 
trade will take the lead. Localities 
will be scoured for types and a cer- 
tain number in each district will be 
hired for future work. Names filed 
and called when needed. Rate of 
pay is figured at $5 a theatre. 


Keep Checkers Moving 


Under the plan the help will ro- 
tate and no individual woman will 
be given the same house to check 
successively. 

Beyond the scene lies something 
else, maybe. It’s handed down on 
the q.t. from a distrib complaining 
center, that the film boards have 
been blind checking the houses over 
the heads of both the distrib and 
exhib, so to speak. No reason 
given, 

It is said this new plan of using 
women checkers is essential in de- 
tails similar to one proposed by a 
professional dick agency to a dis- 
tributor and almost adopted. The 
deal was kicked out under pressure 
by other distribs who feared kick- 
back from exhibs. 

Angle on another way for spoil- 
ing the arrangement was that the 
private detective agency didn’t fig- 
ure right on costs. Agency wanted 
$10 a man for each day’s work plus 
expense. Hays’ office calculates just 
as good help could be employed for 
$5 minus expenses, 

From the outlook it looks like 
Hays has been experimenting with 
the checking thing. 


Fox’s Dance School 
In Detroit, Local Catch, 
Three Classes Daily 


Detroit, July 8. 

Local Fox house going into the 
dancing school business. Response 
to the free dancing school has been 
so big larger quarters are being 
looked for. In the first week over 
2,000 enrollments were obtained. 

House hook-up is that admission 
ticket must be obtained for enroll- 


ment or attendance, This allows 
children to see show and attend 
school both for the same admission, 

Iithel Riddle was sent on here 
from Fanchon & Marco California 
studio to train the kids. She is 


giving three classes a day. 


Produce Mexican Talkers 
For Own Theatre—Hoping 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Arturo Pallais and Rommaldo Ti- 
r.do, operators of Theatro Mexico, 
Los Angeles’ only Mexican theatre, 
have started producing Spanish fea- 
tures for their own use. They figure 
if the pictures get over here they 
may be sold in the Latin countries, 

Tirado is the leading man with 
the stock company playing at the 
tveatre. Other rnaembers of the stock 


east worked in the first picture.. Di- 
rection was by Tirado, who also 
played the lead. Local Mexicans 


financed 
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*“VARIETY’S” PARIS OFFICE 
6 Paris Building, 15 Boulevard des Italiens 


FOREIGN FILM NEWS 


Cable Addresst VARINEWS, PARIS 
Central 01-57; Louvre, 52-15 } 


Par Plans 20 British De Luxers: 


Shuberts-Schenck s Theatres 


London, July 8. 

Back of Emil Wertheimer’s trip 
to America is a proposal by Para- 
mount-Publix to extend its build- 
ing activities in England to number 
20 de luxe cinemas, to include al- 
most every key city on the British 
Isles. 

Par already has two houses in 
London (the Plaza and Carlton) and 
one each in Manchester, Leeds, 
Liverpool and Newcastle, either 
€ompleted or practically completed. 
Others are to follow in Glasgow, 
Belfast, Edinburgh, Leicester, Dub- 
lin, Cardiff and two in Birmingham. 
Paramount has always” given 
(Continued on page 51) 


RASTELLI, COPY SUFFERER 


Suing Manager in Germany for 
$6,000. 


Berlin ,June 28. 

The Italian juggler Ennrico Ras- 
telli, whose art has lost a great 
deal of attraction to the public ow- 
ing to numerous copies of same, is 
suing his impresario Borkon for 
$6.000 damages. Borkon had en- 
gaged Rastelli at so much _ per 
night and Rastelli could only sign 
contracts with Borken’s permission. 
Borkon is alleged to have signed 
similar. contracts with the clown 
Grock, the Russian basso, Fedor 
Chaliapin and Anna Pawlova, all 
allegedly to Rastelli’s damage. 

Rastelli is currently developing a 
new act at his Italian home in Ber- 
gzamo. Returns to the Berlin Scala 
in November. 


U. T. Cables Denial 


A cable has been received by the 
New York office of Union Theatres 
©. Australia, from its managing di- 


rector, Stuart F. Doyle, denying 
Publix is negotiating for Union 
Theatres. 


No change of contro] is under 
way at this time, it was stated. 


Jannings’ 2 for W. B. 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Emil Jannings, former Paramount 
star, returns to Hollywood next 
danuary for Warners. 
He will make two productions 
with English and German versions 
of both. 


Superimposed Titles for 
“Hell’s Angels” Versions 


Hollywood, July 8&. 

No time is set for preparation of 
the foreign versions of “Hell's 
Angels,” but it isn’t a matter of 
production. Superimposed titles 
will be used. 

Spanish translation is being made 
by B. Fernandez Cue, and French 
translation by Jou Jerville Jacques. 
Cue is also adapting “Those Who 
Dance” for a separate Spanish ver- 
gwion by First National. 


Ambitious Kid 


Hollywood, July &. 
The son of Nelson Keys, English 
comedian, is here to try his hand 
at pictures. 
Kid dropped the family name and 
has tagged himself John Carstairs. 


FILMING LONDON COPS 


London, Juné 30. 

Talker of the Metropolitan Police 
Minstrels is to be made here by In- 
ternational Cine, indie unit. Police 
Minstrels are troupe of nightingaies 
drawn from the ranks of the Lon- 
don police. They are ordinary duty 
men, whose only pay as canaries is 
the equivalent of hours of routine 
d@uty in overtime charges. 


SPAIN’S REISSUES NOW 
Madrid, July 1. 

With the coming of summer, new 
films of value are not shown in 
Madrid and Barcelona. It is the 
custom at this time to repeat films 
which were the most successful 
during the winter, reducing the 
secalés to about half. 


[Klangfikn Loses Appeal 
On Injunction, but May 
Carry Action Higher 


Berlin, July &. 

An injunction granted to Klang- 
film as the outcome of a suit against 
Lorenz Kinoton and covering use of 
a certain type of amplifier used in 
film sound, has been nullified on ap- 
peal and no longer in effect. 

Klangfilm’s contentions are based 
on its patents. The first appeal 
ruling does not end the litigation. 
The way is open to ‘carry the case 
up to still higher tribunals. 


AUSTRIANS AFTER 
FOREIGN FILM BAR 


Vienna, July 8. 
Austrian producers, distributors 
and exhibitors of sound pictures are 
engaged in a fierce battle over a 
proposal to tighten the contingent 
restrictions originally passed to 
cover silent product, and designed 
to protect Austrian picture industry 
against imported talkers. 
As the result of failure on the 
part of the interests named to find 
common ground on the whole ques- 
tion, a meeting of the Austrian offi- 
cial film council called for July 3 
to settle the whole. matter had to 
be postponed. 
It seems certain that new restric- 
tions will be raised against foreign 
sound film, but there seems to be 
no real agreement on what the new 
regulations should consist of. One 
proposal is to fix ar. import charge 
of from $500 to $800 on each foreign 
sound film. That is straight-away 
high tariff and unlikely in this 
country. 
A more likely suggestion is that 
instead of needing one contingent 
certificate as in the case of a silent 
picture, the importer of sound pic- 
tures will be required to produce 
two or three certificates. 
Already producers of German 
sound pictures have expressed in- 
dignation at the idea and are propa- 
gandizing here against such a pro- 
posal and making threats of retali- 
ation if the quota plan is carried 
out or new restrictions adopted. 


New Zealand’s Circuit 


Sydney, July 8. 
Kemball] Theatres, with a capital 
of $1,000,000 will, it is now dis- 
closed, control] 30 theatres in New 
Zealand. 
Fullers and Williamson-Tait are 
interested in the new concern, 


Germans Shooting on Peak—Other 
Swiss Film News 


Zurich, July 
Dr. Fanek’s film expedition which 
spent 12 days atop Mont Blanc, 
Europe’s highest peak observatory, 
has completed local shootings on 
the Asfa Film production starring 
Leni Riefensthal. 


Harry Liedtke’s new picture, 
“Delikatessen,” was not liked here 
Ufa’s “Heute Nacht Eventuel,” 
starring Jenny Jugo, was more 


pleasing. 


Called to N. Y. 
Beunos Aires, July 8. 

Bernardo Gottlieb of Metro-Gold- 
wyn, and George Kalman, chief 
here for Sononart have been sum- 
moned to New York. 

Melniker, Metro chief in the Brazil 
territory, is here engaged in con- 
ferences with the sales force. At 
the same time Onofre Monner has 
taken up his duties as Argentine 
sales manager for Metro, 


Metro’s 5th Anniversary 

Amsterdam, July 8. 
Metro’s German-made picture 
“Sehnsucht Jeder Frau” is a great 
success at the Tuschinski here, 
praised alike by reviewers and fans. 
Metro has been operating five years 
in Dutch territory. Ite anniversary 
is being celebrated in many cinemar 
in the Netherlands. 


GERMAN COURTS RULE 
EXHIBS CAN’T CUT FILMS 


Berlin, June 8. 

The Berlin lower court has passed 
a decision of greatest importance to 
the film industry, according to 
which technical reasons are no 
longer an excuse to permit exhibi- 
tors to cut out parts of films and 
to re-edit it according to their own 
desire. 

In future the exhibitor may not 
undertake anything of the kind 
without special permission of the 
film distributor. 


British Film Field 


By Frank Tilley 


Blackport, June 28. 
“The whole gang 1s up here. All 
except the American distribs. 
Maybe they knew what was com- 
ing and stayed out. Or maybe they 
thought the Paris Sound Confer- 
ence and the presence in town of 
Harley Clarke, Clayton Sheehan and 
Harry Warner more’ important. 
Maybe they’re right. 
But— 
There was a schlemozzel to open 
the convention this 24th. For long 
the exhibs, especially the indies, 
have been all het up over booking 
terms. They worked up their steam 
here and finished by resolving to 
lay off all booking from Sept. 1 un- 
less distribs dropped score charges 
and guarantees. 
Lots of the small men from the 
sticks let off loud squawks as to 
how they are treated and a lad 
from Leeds said he’d been in many 
trades in 10 years but none so dirty 
as the picture business. Name of 
Hurwitz, which sounds like he ought 
to know. 
Others told their audiences were 
getting fed up on American dialog 
(Continued on page 43) 


FOR FRENCH EDIFICATION 


Paris, June 28. 

“Paramount on Parade” for local 
release will have interpolated 
French speaking scenes with Saint- 
Granier, Boucot and Marguerite 
Moreno. 

Latter is the character actress 
who scored in “Un Trou Dans Le 
Mur,” Kane’s first feature. 


Foreign Directory Folds 
Hollywood, July 8. 

Another casting directory retired 
from the field when “The Inter- 
national” appeared with its eighth 
and last issue. The book special- 
ized in foreign language lists, caus- 
ing the more general directories to 
add language sections. 

In eight months the publishers 
dropped $6,000. The book was put 
out by P. J. O’Brien and Brian 
Kent. 


FOREIGN EDUC. FILM COURSE 


Prague, July &. 

The first course in Czechoslovakia 
to prepare teachers in a practical 
way to present educational and cul- 
tural films in schools, was opened at 
the Urania, an educational institu- 
tion offering popular lectures, film 
and theatre performances, and 
social] amusements. 


More and More Taxes Imposed 
Australia—Race Tracks 


U. S. German Versions 
Perhaps Possible Goat 
In Czech Picture Furore 


Prague, June 28. 

The Czechoslovak National Coun- 
cil, the organization which Jed the 
revolution of the country and to 
which now belong the leading Czech 
patriotic societies, discussed the 
subject of German sound films. The 
chairman of the film section of the 
Sokol Union protested against the 
presentation of German sound films, 
now running in the Passage and 
Avion theatres. To this the owners 
of the Passage theatre replied that 
one could not prohibit German 
sound films if those originating 
from other countries were allowed. 
As a compromise, German ver- 
sions of American films may be 
prohibited in Czechoslovakia. 


The directors of the Alfa and 
Adria Films stated that the German 
film industry would not support the 
making of Czech films if their own 
films were excluded in Czechoslo- 
vakia. 

A special committee was appoint- 
ed to report on the vexed subject of 
German sound films in Czechoslo- 
vakia. 

No German street signs are per- 
mitted in Prague or in places where 
the German population is less than 
20%, therefore, German soundfilms, 
even if produced in America, are 
not popular in Prague, although no 
objection to German silent films 
with Czech texts. 


Sound Payment Suit 


Buenos Aires, July 8. 
R-C-A Photophone has brought 
suit here against the Ideal theatre, 
alleging theatre’s failure to make 
payments on sound apparatus in- 
stalled by the plaintiff. 

Ideal is the property of the ex- 
hibitor suit against Radio Pictures, 
demanding the return of money paid 
as rental on that concern’s produc- 
tion “Rio Rita,” which was not a 
success here. 


Metro’s Appointments 


Paris, June 28. 

Readjustment of Metro’s con- 
tinental distribution will place 
Allan Byre and Arthur Fiedelbaum 
in associate management for this 
territory. Alexandre Stein, for- 
merly head of Universal here, will 
take charge of Metro’s French dis- 
tribution, formerly done by Byre, 
on the latter’s promotion. 


Vilches’ Spanish “Wu” 
Hollywood, July 8. 
Metro will make a Spanish ver- 
sion of “Mr. Wu.” 
Ernesto .Vilches, who toured in 


the piece in Spain, will have the 
Lon Chaney part. 


U.S. Films Last Year Earned $359,000 
In Hungary; Zukor's Charity List 


By E. P. Jacobi 


Budapest, July 1, 


Figures of American pictures’ 
earnings in Hungary by firms which 
have affiliations or maintain offices 
in Budapest show the following 
sums have been remitted to the 
United States for the 1929-1930 sea- 
son, after deducting office expenses 
which amount to from $6,000 to 
$10,000 monthly: Metro-Goldwyn, 
$100,000; Warner-First Nat., $105,- 
000; Paramount, $65,000; Fox, $55,- 
000; Universal, $24,000. 

This total of $359,000 earned for 
American film concerns in Hungary 
does not count Columbia, Radio, 
ete., which have as yet no perma- 
nent local representatives. All 
this money doesn’t go out of the 
country, however. Paramount's 
takings are booked to Adolph Zu- 
hors private account and gc to- 
Zukor's local charities. Me 


Warde 


doesn’t take a cent of his Hungarian 
profits, but spends it all on im- 
provements in his home _ town, 
Ricse, which used to be a poor little 
village but is now a model bor- 
ough. 

Private aid to relations, real and 
alleged, also does away with a sub- 
stantial amount of the Paramount 
company’s earnings in Hungary. 


Magyar Mutterings 

Papers are setting up a howl and, 
in a more dignified manner, the 
foreign office also resents the for- 
eign film producers advent into 
Hungary to shoot a lot of stuff 
about gypsies, horseherds and cow- 
boys and never making a picture 
of modern and cultured Hungary. 

Idiotic and outmoded romanticism 
they say, is bad publicity for this 


(Continued on page 50) 


Sydney, July g, 

Federal government has under. 
taken a new tax bill and is about 
to pass it including one section that 
puts further imposts on all remit. 
tances overseas to foreign picture 
producers, Action is in line with 
prediction made in these cables sey. 
eral weeks ago. 


The measure sets up the prinej. 
pal that 30% of such moneys repre. 
senting film rentals is profit and on 
this basis an impost of 30 cents on 
each $5 is to be assessed. Schedule 
works out at about 1.8% of all sums 
remmitted to foreign producers ang 
distributors for operations in this 
territory. 


The film industry already is heay. 
ily taxed in this country. It is age 
sumed that the new burden will be 
passed along to the exhibitors who 
are having a hard struggle to meet 
their overhead. 

Other taxes react as a burden up- 
on the theatres. The government 
is taxing individuals 6 cents on 
every $5 of their salary as a special 
impost to be applied to relief of wn- 
employment. This doesn’t on the 
surface work to the injury of the 
theatres, but it actually does act as 
an obstacle to theatre attendance, 
because unemployment, business de- 
pression and taxes compels the pub- 
lic to cut down on their spending, 
Meanwhile showmen are pointing 
out that the race tracks are all es- 
caping special taxation, although 
they draw huge throngs. 


SILENT “HELL” DOING 
SURPRISE LONDON BIZ 


London, June 28. 

Suprise film draw of the month 
is U’s German silent, “The White 
Hell of Pitz Palu.” 

Picture played to over average 
business at the Regal, and was dis- 
placed after a week to let “All 
Quiet” in. Film is now doing standee 
trade at U’s Rialto, small Pic- 
cadilly house. 

Looks like holding three weeks, 
and is the only sign in town that 
the critics have been justified in 
their recent boost of silent films. 


100% Dutch Talker 


The Hague, June 28. 

The new season will be opened 
with the biggest original Dutch 
talker so far produced; made by 
British International at Elstree, in 
England, with an all-Dutch cast. 
It is a revue called “Here Hil 
versum, Holland,” having Hilvere 
sum radio broadcasting as its baek- 
ground, directed by R. FE. Jeffrey 
and Adrian Brumel; musical con- 
ductor, John Reynders of Dutch ore 
igin. 

The well known Dutch come 
edians, Tholen and Van Lier (@ 
native Gallagher and Shean) are 
featured. Tholen also acts as con- 
ferencier. All. the songs are in 
Dutch and various notable vaude- 
ville and film artists are in the cast, 


such as Jack Hulbert, Teddy 
Brown, Lily Morris, Anna May 
Wong, Balalaika Choral orchestra 


and the Adelphi Girls. 


P. D. C. English Made for 
Pathe Sales Over Here 


London, June 28. 

Reginald Smith, head of P. D. C. 
this side, distribs of Pathe product, 
on return from seven weeks’ stay 
in the States, has closed deal with 
Pathe for the distribution in Amer- 
ica of Pritish talkers to be made 
by P. D. C. this side. 

Contract calls for the production 
of British pictures, ranking 48 
Quota in P. D. C. output, to measure 
up technically with Pathe’s home 
product, failing which pictures don't 
get the American break. ad 

P. D. C.’s previous stab at produe- 
tion this side was with a_ unit 
headed by Monty Banks and Gordon 
Bostock, who ran off some quickies 
at Elmstree. These films, knocked 
down into two reelers, have bee# 
bought by Pathe for American di#* 
tribution. 

The Banks-Bostock unit is now 
disbanded. 
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“VYARIETY’S” LONDON OFFICE 
8 ST. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


FOREIGN FILM 


NEWS 


CABLE ADDRESS: VARIETY, LONDON 7 
Temple Bar 5041-5042 


ITALY’S THEAT 


Paris Parleys on Sound Held 
Back by Germany's Situation; 
All F actions Dread Any Failure 


8 Paris, July 8. 

* With all interests trying desper- 
lately to reach accord in the sound 
patents conference here in order to 
avert an inter-continental trade 
war, hopes are entertained that the 
parley will reach a successful issue 
within 10 days. 

Meanwhile internal difficulties 
within the German group are acting 
as a brake on progress. 

Both sides are straining to find 
a ground of agreement, realizing 
that failure will mean a commercial 
struggle of America against Eu- 
rope, with the rest of the Conti- 
nent on Germany’s side. 

. At the outset the Americans were 
(Continued on page 54) 


FRENCH COURT 
VOIDS NATIVE 
COLOR FILM 


Paris, July 8. 
The Keller-Dorian film color proc- 
ess has been ruled in the public 
domain by the French courts which 
nullified the American patents on 
this process. The American patents 
were based on the French. 


Keller-Dorian natural color proc- 
ess for films at one time was high- 
ly touted. Last fall a special repre- 
Bentative for K-D visited Rochester, 
N. Y. to confer with the Eastman 
Kodak people on a possible Ameri- 
can deal which did not materialize. 


U’S BRITISH NEWSREEL 
FIRST SOUND-ON-DISC 


London, July 8. 

First sound-on-disec newsreel in 
England starts July 14 when U 
issues its first copy of British Talk- 
ing News. 

Scheduled to average 850 feet per 
issue, circulated twice weekly. Copy- 
ing the idea used in U’s American 
reel, Talking News will carry run- 
ning comment by well-known leg- 
men. 

U’s silent reel, Empire News Bul- 
letin, still holds for the grinds. 

Newsreel competition here is now 
Pretiy intense, with Gaumont, 
Movietone and Pathe all established 
in the sound field, and Topical and 
British Screen News firm among 
the silent houses. 


Mutual Production 


Exchange by BI-UFA 


London, July 8. 

A production link between 
British International and Ufa of 
Berlin is disclosed here. 

International releases Ufa prod- 
uct in England and in future will 
make English versions of suitable 
Ufa productions, at Elstree. 

Ufa will reciprocate by making 
German versions of B. L subjects 


Deal covers enly mutual produc- 
ion of versions and represents 
nothing looking to a merger, 


W. E’s. 1st Year South 
2 Buenos Aires, July 8. 

Western Electric is cele®Brating 
the first anniversary of its entrance 
into this territory. It has wired 
50 houses. 
_R-C-A Photophone is in opera- 
tion in about 40 houses. 


Vienna Paid More for 


Talkers Last Season, 
But Fewer Saw Them 


Vienna, July 8. 

Since advent of sound picture 
theatres have sold fewer tickets but 
those sold have been at higher 
prices than in the days of silent 
product. 

This situation is clearly indicated 
in the official report of the film year 
of ’29-’30 just published here. 

In January, February and March 
—best of the year—the big wired 
houses took in $300,000 more than 
in the same period of 1929, although 
attendance had fallen off from 93,- 
000 to 43,000 a day. 

It also is clear that public inter- 
est concentrated on a few hits, with 
the result that the year saw some 
exhibitors on velvet and others on 
the toboggan. 

The box office says plainly the 
public with high prices to pay has 
grown very choosey about the 
quality of their sound films. As a 
result of this situation the theatre 
men are refusing to experiment 
with unknown and untried pictures, 
no matter how cheap they are, and 
are demanding product with demon- 
strable box office strength. 


PROPOSES BUY OR BUY 
IN ON ENGLISH STRING 


London, July 8. 
Arthur Segal, one of the heads of 
Astoria Cinemas, sailed for New 
York a fortnight ago, with the sup- 
posed object of selling to American 
interests the 15 houses here either 


in whole or in part. 

First story was that Segal sought 
to interest Paramount in its prop- 
osition, but this is not so. Para- 
mount deals through Emil Wert- 
heimer in its English reality trans- 
actions. 

Segal in association with Arthur 
Lesser and E. A. Stone, the build- 
er, owns six deluxe houses, mostly 
in the London suburbs including 
Brixton, Streatham, Old Kent road 
and Finsbury. The firm also has 
sites for nine more houses. 

It is probable that Segal is ready 
to negotiate with any American in- 
terest either for an outright pur- 
chase or an arrangement to cut 
in on the operation. 


Suggestion of English 
Govt. Censorship of Films 


July 8. 


Joseph Clynew, Home Secretary, 
is to receive a deputation from a 
Parliamentary committee which will 
ask for the creation of a _ state 
censorship of pictures. 


Ellen Willkinson, member of 
Commons, in a statement prepared 
for submission to the Home Secre- 
tary declares the British Film 
Board of Censors passes anything 
American, as the board was set up 
by the film trade itself. 


The committee is principally mo- 
tivated by a desire to put a check 
upon the showing of Russian So- 
viet pictures, but is probably being 
used, without its knowledge, of 
course, so that financial and po- 
litical control of the industry may 
be obtained with the object of 
threatening to restrict American 
film product whenever such a move 
is deemed desirable for political 
party purposes. 


London, 


MERGING 


One Official Guild Similar to 
Holding Company Operat- 
ing Under Italy’s New 
Corporation Law — As- 
sumes Authority Over 
Everybody and Every- 
thing in Amusements 


MEETING CRISIS 


Rome, July 8. 

By decision of the Ministry of 
Corporations there has been created 
a “corenoration,” or guild of the- 
atres and theatre industries, com- 
prising the whole field of stage and 
cinema__industries, which now 
comes under a semi-state body. 

This parent organization is a 
“first category corporation” in some 
respects, paralleling what is known 
in the United States as a holding 
company. This super-corporation 
has been born under Italy’s new 
corporation law, a statute approx- 
imating the general business laws 
that exist in most of the American 
states. 

Interests of all amusement 
branches—stage, cinema and the 
rest—will be centered in the new 

(Continued on page 43) 


100 HOUSES DARK 
‘NOW BERLIN 


Berlin, July 8. 

In round numbers there are 100 
dark picture houses in Berlin rep- 
resenting about one-third of all the 
cinemas in the German capital. 

In view of summer dullness the 
municipal government has decreed 
to remit the tax of 10% on picture 
and vaudeville theatres during their 
period of inactivity. 


FIRST JAPANESE ROAD 
FILM BY AMERICAN 


Hollywood, July 8. 

First 100% Japanese talker road 
show started this week at Guada- 
lupe, California farming district, and 
will ultimately show in the 42 halls 
from San Diego to Vancouver, con- 
trolled by the Japanese Theatre 
Ass'n, 

Program consists of a 10-reel fea- 
ture, “The Tragedy of Life,” and a 
one-reel Japanese dancing novelty, 
both produced in Monrovia by Tom 
White, indie, who already has a 
Spanish talker road shovy, playing 
the southwest. 


White plans to road show in Ha- | 


waii and Japan. W. L. Griffith 
leaves for Hawaii Tuesday (15) with 
five prints and two portable sound 
sets. White himself will handle the 
Japan showing and will take Jak- 
yow Matsumoto, featured player, 


(Continued on page 59) 


Wide Screen Demonstration 


London, July 8. 

A new wide screen apparatus was 
demonstrated at the Regal cinema 
here today (8), the invention of 
Pilgrim, head projectionist of the 
house. 

The device makes the enlargement 
of three fold possible, according to 
the claims of the inventor. 

Another feature is that the ap- 
paratus makes it possible to in- 
crease the screen field from smali 
to large almost imperceptibly. This 
phase suggests an effective treat- 


| ment of “approach shots.” 


Official European Sound Survey 
Shows Waning Public Interest 


Sound Pictures Disturb 
Upstairs Tenants, and 
French Court Enjoins 


Paris, July 8. 

The possible future handicapping 
of French wiring is foreseen if the 
decision handed down this week by 
a local court at Toulouse is sustain- 
ed whereby the Cinema Royal in 
that provincial town is enjoined 
from playing sound pictures on the 
ground it disturbs the tenants in 
the upper stories. 

Moeny a French picture theatre, 
unlike the American pbuilding laws, 
houses tenants in apartments over 
the theatre. The tenant always get 
first consideration in the local mind. 

It is this type of secondary the- 
atre which now is the objective of 
the less expensive sound equipment 
manufacturers and this court de- 
cision is bound to have a telling 
negative effect for the moment at 
least. 

Appeal has been filed with the 
IFrench supreme court by the ex- 
hibitors’ association. 


BACK FOR U. T. IN AUS. 


When Clyde Hood, an American 
director, who left New York a week 
ago, reaches Australia, he will im- 
mediately start on the restoration 
of stage presentations in some of 
the houses cortrolled by United 
Theatre. 

Among those to have stage shows 
restored are the State, Sydney, and 
the Capitol, Melbourne, where an ef- 
fort on the part of the UT heads 
to assist the musicians ousted by 
the “canned music” invasion had 
the houses using augmented sym- 
phony orchestras of 40 men but 
which didn’t click with the rublic. 
United execs decided to go back to 
the band policy that has a pit 
band of 25 men with 18 sent to the 
stage to play for the vaude ects. 

According to Millard Johnson, the 
N. Y. representetive of the UT of- 
fices, this means more work for 
American turns that will be engaged 
to go to Australia for UT. 

The UT houses cut out its stage 
presentations six weeks ago, Now 
the apparent desire for “flesh” has 
resulted in Hood who staged the 
shows before being dispatched back 
to that country to restore the former 
shows. 


MIGGINS IN CHARGE 


Chieftain of Fox-Hearst 
Newsreels 


General 


Paris, July 8. 

Ben Miggins has arrived to take 
charge of the European shootings of 
the Fox-Hearst newsreels. Two 
more sound trucks are to be put in 
the field. 

Harry Lawrenson remains in 
charge of the European edition of 
the Fox Movietone News. 


Capacity for “Atlantic” 


Capetown, July 8. 


African Theatres circuit is doing 
capacity here with the British In- 


ternational production “Atlantic.” 


Three Sydney Hits 


Sydney, July 8. 

“Rockery Nook” (Brit. Int’nat’l), 
“Paramount on Parade” (Par) and 
“Western Front” (U) are solid suc- 
cesses in Sydney currently. 

“Journey's End” has been booked 
for long runs on the Union Thea- 
tres chain, 


The Hague, July 1. 

A survey of the picture theatres 
in Europe, which the trade here 
calls the “Brussels Report” gives 
figures about wiring of theatres in 
Europe. 

Belgium has 800 theatres, of 
which 38 are wired; Denmark, 325 
theatres, 42 wired; Germany has 
5,500 houses of which 600 are wired; 
England, 4,000 cinemas with 1,600 
wired; Yugo-Slavia, 320 houses, 26 
wired; Holland has 289 picture 
houses, of which 87 are wired; 
Sweden has 1,100, 70 wired; Czecho- 
slovakia, 1,100 theatre, only 174 
wired. 

Report further states that syn- 


(Continued on page 56) 


RUN FILMS WEAK 
SAY ENGLISH: 
IST RUNS OUT 


London, July 8. 

Gaumont-British, which owns and 
operates six West End cinemas— 
Tivoli, New Gallery, Marble Arch, 
Capitol, Astoria and Avenue Pavilion 
—intends, shortly to turn the cir- 
cuit, with the exception of the Tivoli 
and perhaps Capitol, into second 
runs. 

Reason for the change is an acute 
shortage of pictures rating run 
classification. Company figures that 
when worthy “super” product comes 
into sight, it can be spotted as first 
run, making a better arrangement 

(Continued on page 50) 


Ist English Quota Fine 
For Exhibitor Is $50 


London, July 8. 

The first prosecution of an ex- 
hibitor by the Board of Trade under 
the quota act for not showing suffi- 
cient British footage came up 
July 3. 

The Brixton, Astoria, was fined 
$50 under the act. Defense was 
that the house found it impossible to 
get native British pictures, because 
other neighborhood theatres had 
booked available material, 


COMEDY OF ‘LADY LIES’ 
BIG HIT IN PARIS 


Paris, July 8. 

Paramount theatre has a con- 
spicuous success in the second 
Paramount feature “Une Femme a 
Menti” (“The Lady Lies’). 

It is estimated that the 
will gross well over $30,000 
first week. 

Boucot scores a big hit as the 
ritzy stew, contributing a fine touch 
of comedy that relieves an other- 
wise painful drama of tragic family 
situation. 


picture 
in its 


Tiffany Reorganizing 
Paris, July 1, 

Reducing their foreign distribu- 
tion overhead, Tiffany is letting out 
John Gerhart Schurman from the 
berth he got in France as distri- 
bution executive during the settle< 
ment of the Wilton-Brockliss-Tife 
fany difficulties. 

Schurman when last in New York 
was instrumental in arranging 
terms to return to the parent com- 
pany the franchise held by Wilton- 
Brockliss- Tiffany. 

Philippe de Becker, Tiffany’s con« 


tinental executive with offices in 
Paris, will combine Schurman’sg 
duties with his own, 4 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, July 9, 1939 


“Social Lion’ Dropped Chicago 
$17,000 Under Previous Week— 
2R-K-0 Houses Hurt Each Other 


Chicago, July 8. 

Business was off again through- 
out the loop, with only two spots 
holding up to decent figures. 

“Richest Man in the World,” 
opening week before, continued 
steady pace to an excellent $17,000. 
This is the best figure Woods has 
done for some time. Flicker got 
special Hearst. exploitation as a 
Cosmopolitan film. 

Other money of town was made 
by “Byrd at Pole,” also opening in 
midweek, continuing to a build-up 
trade. First regular week excellent 
$26,000. 

In other houses the blues. Chi- 
cago, ace house, dropped $17,000 
from previous week, to poor $42,800, 
with “Social Lion.” Rather unex- 
plainable, since the featured Jack 


Oakie is a reputed draw in this 
town. Oriental, rival stage show 
house, took it on the chin once 


more and showed red all over for 
38d consecutive week with “Border 
Legion.” 
What “King” Did 

“Big Pond” scrammed after two 
weeks at the United Artists, Chev- 
alier or no Chevalier. House pri- 
marily responsible it seems. It 
hasn’t had a real winner since rais- 
ing its scale for “Vagabond King.” 
Since “King,” which is now four 
months past, no flicker has been 
able to stick longer than two weeks, 
with several lamming after seven 
days. 

“Arizona Kid” disappointed at the 
MeVickers and left, with the “Big 
House” coming in midweek. 


Palace was off again, although 
the State-Lake, rival house, man- 
aged to keep its head on the sur- 
face. “Western Front” came back 
to the loop at the Garrick, and 
is building after a slow reopening. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
50-75-85)—“Social Lion” (Par). 
Stage show. Disappointment at 
$42,800. 

McVicker’s (Publix-B. & K.) (,- 
$65; 50-75-85)—"“Big House” (M-G). 
Drew mob of hoodlums, according 
to reports. Must have been other 
people there, too, because trade was 
great all around. About $9,000 for 
the first two days. “Arizona Kid” 
(Fox) scrammed in midweek, after 
taking miserable $13,000 for the last 
stanza of two-week stay. 

Monroe (Fox) (1,000; 25-40)— 
“Young Desire’ (U). First run, but 
didn’t mean particularly much at 
$3.00. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
50-75-85)—“‘Border Legion” (Par). 
Stage show. Third week of red 
at $28,000. 

Orpheum (Warner) (799; 35-50) 
—‘Hold Everything’ (WB). Sec- 
ond run, and better than expected 
at $5,50v. Previously died in loop 
at run house. 

Palace (R-K-O) (2,300; 50-75-85) 
—‘Soldiers and Women” (Col). 


Vaude, Poor week at $15,000. Cur- 
rent week has Hunter endurance 
flyers. 


Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,- 
500; 50-75-85) —“With Byrd” (Par). 
Boys sorta afraid of this one, but 
it came through to best average biz 
of the loop. For first regular week, 
couldn’t be sweeter at $26,000. Ex- 
ploitation calm and dignified, with 
picture sold as an educational ad- 
venture. 

State-Lake (R-K-O) (2,700; 50- 
75)— “ Notorious Affair ”’ (FN). 
Vaude. Up $1,000 over previous 
week to $18,000. R-K-O probably 
will soon have to decide between 
this and Palace. Both same policy 
and hurting each other. 


United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 
700; 50-75-85)—“Big Pond” (Par). 
Chevalier lasted two weeks here 
and lammed. 2d week bad at $16,- 
000. “Song of My Heart” (Fox), 
current. 

Woods (R-K-O) (1,200; 50-75-85) 
—“‘Richest Man in World” (M-G). 


3d week at nice pace. Second week 
good at $17,000. 

Garrick (Shubert) (1,200; 50-75)— 
“Western Front” (U). Comes into 
this house after big five-week run 
at Publix-B. & K. McVicker’s. In 
here on Shubert-U deal. Publix 
cut its usual protection from four 
to three weeks as a favor to local 
U exchange. Opened weakly in 
midweek with exploitation adjudged 
poor. First two days $2,100. Not 
bad. Expected to build. 


WEB and San Diego 
Hollywood, July 8. 
Warners is anxious for a San 
Diego site. Have their eye on 
R-K-O house, but deal may not go 


through. 


Building a new one is the alter- 
native. 


"| Busted Race Followers 


Make Cincy’s Race Meet 
Appear as No Opposish 


Cincinnati, July 8. 
(Draw. Pop., 700,000) 
Weather: Warm 


Continued high temperatures 
caused further wilting last week. 
Fourth and its linking week-end 
made for the gas buggies, with the 
parks cutting in. 

Only theatres to show gains were 
the Palace and the Grand. 

Poor stage show at the Albee fig- 
ured in drop takings. 

A 37-day racing meet got under 

way at Latonia, Ky., opposite 
Cincy. It’s not much theatre op- 
posish these days, owing to the de- 
pleted bank rolls of the turf fol- 
lowers. 
The Shubert went dark Saturday 
night after three weeks of disap- 
pointing biz on “Western Front” at 
$2. A non-chilled house caused 
brodie. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Albee (R-K-O) (3,300; 35-75)— 
“He Knew About Women” (Ra- 
dio); vaude. $20,100, 

Palace (R-K-O) (2,700; 30-50)— 
“So This Is London” (Fox); $13,500. 
Capitol (R-K-O) (2,000; 30-50)— 
“Byrd at South Pole” (Par); $8,000. 
Shubert (2,200; 50-$2)—“Quiet on 
Western Front” (U); 
Lyric (R-K-O) (1,400; 30-50)— 
“Arizona Kid” (Fox); $7,500. 
Keith’s 1,600; 30-50) — “Swing 
High” (Pathe); $6,000. 

Grand (Erlanger) (1,400; 30-50)— 
“Lilies of Field” (FN); $6,200. 
Strand (R-K-O) (1,350; 30-50)— 
“Spring Is Here” (FN); $3,200. 
Family (R-K-O) (1,140; 25-50)— 
“True to the Navy” (Par); $2,800. 


‘CHANEY TALKING’ FOR 
$90,000 FRISCO WEEK 


San Francisco, July 8. 

Holiday week-end assures Market 
street substantial takings this week. 
“Chaney Talking” at the Fox will 
mean fancy figures there with “The 
Unholy Three.” 

Weakness of this town for “west- 
ern” pictures seemed to account for 
the great play “A Man from Wyom- 
ing’ got at the Paramount. It 
wasn’t really a western, but it 
sounded like one. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Fox (5,000; 50-65-75-$1) — “The 
Unholy Three” (Metro). Opened 
like big stuff and over $50,000 ex- 
pected. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65-90) 
—‘‘So This Is London ”(Fox). Moved 
from Fox and continues to draw. 
Maintaining $20,000 pace here. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,698; 35- 
50-65-$1)—“Man from Wyoming” 
(Par). House had best biz in 
months, $20,000. 

California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
65-90) —“Byrd at Pole” (Par). 
Picked up some during 2d week, 
which will include holiday week- 
end, for around $12,000. 

St. Francis (Publix) (1,375; 35-50- 
90)—“‘The Big Pond” (Par). Held 
to even keel with week before due 
to holiday impetus. Around $10,000 
for 4th week. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 25-35-50) 
—“Lawful Larceny” (Radio). Started 
promisingly but lost footing and 
concluded with bit better than $9,- 
000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,485; 30-40- 
50-65)—“‘Runaway Bride” (Radio). 
Substantial increase over average, 
$16,000. They give vaude credit at 
this house where picture’s just a 
picture. 

Embassy (Wagnon) (1,365; 
65-90)—‘“‘Golden Dawn” (WB). 
$7,000. Average, 

Davies (Wagnon) (1,150; 
—‘White Cargo” (All Star). Moved 
over from Embassy and boosting 
Davies’ figures to $6,000, above 
average. 


F. N. Figures Release Not 
Wise for “Call of East” 


First National is temporarily 
holding back foreign distribution of 
“The Call of the East” on account of 
the present uprisings in India, where 
the locale of the picture is laid. 

F. N. deems it unwise to show the 
picture in the many British do- 
minions because of the agitation it 
may arouse, and figures it better to 
hold off the picture until the trou- 
J ble subsides. 


Got 


35-50) 


WASHINGTON STEPS OUT 


A most important and highly suc- 
cessful contribution to the social 
life of the National Capital is 


MEYER DAVIS’ “LE PARADIS’— 


in winter housed in a Ilvxurious 
Spanish setting and in summer on 
the Roof, with dining and dancing 
and atmosphere which can only be 
approached in Continental Europe. 


UNCOOLED LEGIT HOUSE 
CARBOLICS “ALL QUIET” 
Hillbilly Act Helps 


Mainstreet to $24,000 
in K. C. 


Kansas City, July 8. 

What business there was in the 
amusements here last week was 
done by the four houses on the main 
stem, as the Shubert with its third 
week of “Western Front,’ and Pan- 
tages with “Around the Corner” did 
not fare so well, 


Heat killed off the war picture 
at the Shubert. House had no cool- 
ing system when the picture opened 
and the word got around that the 
heat was unbearable, which kept 
many away, and three weeks plenty. 
Picture will probably be seen in 
cne of the Publix houses before 
very many weeks, and if set in the 
Royal should be good for a number 
of weeks, 

Loew’s Midland with 
prices and straight picture policy 
featured “The Big House,” about 
the best film for weeks but neither 
feature nor reduced prices helped 
greatly; as returns were not up to 
expectations, 

After a couple of weeks with the 
Will Rogers picture, Pantages did 
not fare so well with “Around the 
Corner.” Starting Thursday house 
playing “Swing High” and gave it 
a send-off with a regular circus 
street parade, band wagon, clowns, 
calliope and all the trimmins’. 
Lobby dressed with circus banners, 
sawdust and circus atmosphere, 


Estimates for Last Week 


Loew’s Midland—“The Big House” 
(M-G-M) (4,000; 25-40). Papers 
gave prison picture nice notices but 
title failed to appeal. Business off, 
reduced 40c top failing to drag them 
in. Some complaints about absence 
of stage shows. $13,100. 

Mainstreet —“ Notorious Affair” 
(FN) (3,200; 25-35-50-60). Stage 
show headed and practically «all 
given by the Weaver Brothers and 
their “folks,” one continuous laugh 
and customers never tired. $24,000. 

Newman—‘“‘The Social Lion” 
(Par) (1,890; 25-35-50-60). Jack 
Oakie first starring talker a regular 


for hot weather amusement. Held 
up nicely. $14,200. 
Royal—“Byrd at Pole” (Par) 
(840; 25-35-50). All publicity given 
to commander of South Pole trip. 


With extra advertising thought it 
was in for run, but one week 
enough. $4,600. 

Pantages—‘“‘Around 
(2,200; 25-50). Just 
those Irish-Jewish affairs. Laughs 
and good summer entertainment. 
$6,100. 

Shubert—“Western Front” (U) 
(1,600; 50-$1.50). 3d week and off 
noticeably. Either prices or weather 
kept ’em away. $4,500. 


the Corner” 
another of 


Denver Just Too Hot 


Denver, July 8. 
(Drawing Population, 400,000) 
Weather: Too Hot 
Too much hot weather for Den- 
ver’s grosses. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—“Golden Dawn” (WB); $6,500. 
Tabor (Bennett) (2,200; 25-35-50- 
75)—“Skinner Steps Out’; $6,000. 
Denver (Publix) (2,300: 25-35-65) 
—‘‘Shadow of Law”; $14,300. 
Huffman’s America (1,500; 20-30- 
40)—““Mammy” (WB); $3,500. 
Rialto (Publix)—“Byrd at Pole” 
é(Par); $5,200. Holding over. 


reduced 


Eddie Dowling on Stage, 
Native of Providence, 


Drew All Gross, $10,500 


Providence, July 8. 
(Draw Pop: 315,000) 
Weather: Fair and Hot 


Nothing fancy in big money last 
week, despite some good drawing 
power. Hot weather and holiday 
alibi. Biggest at Loew’s State and 
RKO Albee. Eddie Dowling did a 
personal all week at latter house 
and was largely responsible, as 
feature very weak. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50)—“Big 
House” (MGM). Excellent support 
bill. $20,000. Good, considering hot 
weather and holiday. 


RKO Albee = (2,500; 15-60)— 
“Women Everywhere” (Fox) and 
Eddie Dowling on stage. Dowling 


local boy and brisk biz largely due 
to him. Feature didn’t draw. $10,- 


500 reported. 
15-50)—“Byrd 


Paramount (2,200; 

at Pole” (Par). House managed to 
hold up well considering all elements 
against show biz. Not bad at $13,- 


000. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
“Devil's Holiday” (Par). Average 
at $10,500. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 15-50)— 
“Good Intentions” (Fox). Ordinary 


for rabble, house fell under $8,060. 
Fay’s (1,600; 15-50)—‘“Cock 0’ 
Walk” and stage show. “Patriotic 
Week” plugged. Quiet at $7,500. 


FRONT’ AT $2, NEWARK, 
IST IN YEARS, $16,100 


Newark, N. J., July 8. 
(Draw Pop, 850,000) 
Weather Hot 


Surprise was the pull of the Byrd 
film at the Mosque at the end of 
six days. Picture erratic, drawing 
big one day and off next. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Branford (WB) (2,350; 25-50-65. 
—‘Bad One” (UA). Stage show. 
Not bad at $19,600. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
—“Hold Everything” (WB). Usual 
groove for 2nd run. $5,400. 

Little (Guild) (299; 35-50-65)— 
“Richtofen” UFA. 2d week; “Se- 
crets of the Soul’ (Ufa) added, re- 
turn, $2,700. 

Loew’s State (2,800; 30-50-60) 
“Lady of Scandal’ (M-G-M). Vaude. 
$13,000. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 25-50-60) 
—‘“‘Byrd at Pole” (Par). 6 days and 
one day “Shadow of the Law” (Par). 
About $2,000 under recent figures. 
$14,200. 

Playhouse (Mindlin) (436; 30-50- 
75) —‘Mamba” (Tif). Amusements. 


run. $2,300. Fair. 
Rialto (WB) (1,762; 50-75-$1- 


$1.50-$2)—“Western Front” (WU). 
First $2 film in Newark in years. 
$16,100; good. 

R-K-O Proctor’s (2,650; 25-50-60) 
—‘Midnight Mystery” (Radio). 
Vaude. New cooling plant helps. 
$14,000. 


‘JOURNEY’S’ ON 2D RUN 
AGAINST ‘FRONT’ AT $2 


2 


Toronto, July 8. 
(Draw Pop 800,000) 
Weather—Excellent 


Biz best so far this summer. Four 
good pictures and good vaude pulled 
up grosses. 

Royal Alexandra, oldest legit 
house here, opened with “Western 
Front,” talker, at $1.50 top. 

Air cooled system in Tivoli help- 
ing Royal Alexandra, 


(Estimates for Last Week) 


Royal Alexandra (2,000, 50-$1.50), 
“Western Front” (U). War pictures 
oke here. Held over, $14,000. 

Tivoli (1,600, 35-65), “Journey’s 
End” (Tiff). Returned after two 
weeks and drew well; $14,500, good 
for summer, 

Uptown (3,000, 35-80), “King of 
Jazz (U). Held up against tough 
opposition. Opened poorly but pick- 
ed up toward last, good average, 
$16,000. 


Loew’s (2,200, 30-60), “Caught 
Short” (M-G-M). Good, $2,000 to 
$14,000. | 

Imperial (3,500, 30-60), “Around 


the Corner.” Couldn’t get across 
against opposish, drop to $15,500. 
Shea’s Hip (2,600, 30-60), “Under 
Texas Moon.” Not enough pep to 
draw, but vaude helped keep biz up 


to average. 


Minneapolis, July 
(Drawing Pop. 500,000) 
Weather; Favorable 

Boom times actually returned 
last week. The palmy days of 1929 
were reenacted. Rush on the beg. 
offices was almost unbelievable, » 

In the midst of one of the wopst 
depressions ever experienced by the 
local rialto, the Minnesota theatre 
shattered all its previous records, 
grossing $43,100 and slightly beat. 
ing the high mark held up to this 
time by Paul Whiteman and his 
orchestra in person. For this fee 
markable accomplishment 
credit to Will Rogers, also present 
in person. 

Another brilliant box-office per. 
former was “Byrd at the South 
Pole” at the Century. After a slow 
start Saturday and Sunday, the 


Byrd picture built up by leaps and 
bounds, and from Monday onward 
the crowds were deservedly large, 
The final result was the biggest 
week the house has had since be- 
fore “The Vagabond King,” nearly 
four months ago. 

“Byrd” holds over, first screen 
attraction in some time to do this 
feat. 

Bringing in Will Rogers in pere 
son with his picture, “So This Is 
London,” was a ten-strike in Pub- 
lix showmanship. Draw helped as 
the “Journal” has been using 
Rogers’ syndicated newspaper stuff 
for some time and by the further 
fact that the humorist is heard oyer 
the radio every Sunday night. 

In the case of both Rogers and 
“With Byrd at the South Pole,” ate 
tractions were aided considerably 
by unbeatable advertising, publicity 
and exploitation. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 175) 
“This Is London” (Fox), Will 
Rogers also in person, Publix unit 
stage show, “Tin Type Revue.” 
Great show for price. Rogers him- 
self did a minimum of 30 minutes 
five times daily. House jammed 
matinee and night. Hold-outs a 
block long. Much money refunded 
every night to ticket holders unable 
to obtain seats even for final per- 
formance. People waited in line for 
more than an hour to gain ad- 
mission. Picture pleased immensely, 
greeted by applause at its conclue 
sion, something that rarely ever haps 


pens here. $43,100. House record, 
record. 
Century (Publix) (1,600: 175) 


“Byrd at South Pole” (Par). Opened 
to only moderate biz Saturday and 
Sunday, but after that talk of town 
Monday jumped and every succeed- 
ing day better. Harold Kaplan and 
Fay Tyler, house manager and press 
agent, respectively, responsible for 
most elaborate and effective front 
in local theatrical history—immense 
scenic idea of part of Byrd flight. 
Advertising and exploitation im- 
mense, $10,000. Biggest week house 
has had in many months and very 
fine. Held over. 

State (Publix) 
“Shadow of Law” (Par). 
ceived by critics and customers, 
but, in face of tough opposition, 
failed to pull. $9,500. Not so hot 

R-K-O Orpheum (2,890; 50) “Wo- 
men Everywhere” (Fox). Vaude. 
Corking picture and pleasing vaude, 
but nothing on screen or stage An 
way of names. Live-wire bunch.in 
charge of this house seemingly 18 
not overlooking single bet 
it over. Show pleased exceptionally 
well, but too much opposition. $8.- 
500. Not good: 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 40). “Cap- 
tain of Guards” (U). Did not regis- 
ter strongly. Failed to make any 
headway against opposition. $3,000. 
Bad. 


(2,200; 60) 
Well te- 


Aster (Publix) (900; 35). “Back 
Pay” (F-N). Picture weakling, but 
gave house one of its best weeks 
in months. $3,000. ‘ Fine. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35). “The 
Texan” (Par). 1st half; ‘Ladies of 
Leisure,” (Col), 2d half. Second 
loop runs. $3,200. Good. 


IN FOX-R-K-O WIS. DEAL, 
EACH GAINS ONE HOUSE 


Chicago, July 8. 


A deal is on between R-K-O and 


Fox Wisconsin, a 
Understanding is that Fox will 


take the R-K-O Palace in Milwau- 


kee, with Fox to give R-K-O film 
product for the Riverside. iv 
Fox also to give R-K-O films and 
theatre in Madison, Wis., and iseto 
protect R-K-O throughout wise, 
sin. The second item gives R- 
the éntire town of Madison, rece 
nized as the key city. : 


Will Rogers’ $43,100, Record, Minn 3 
‘Byrd Pole’ Film, $11,000 and 
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year, 


he 
re 


= Wednesday, July 9, 1930 


PICTUWURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 9 


Pittsburgh, July 8. 
(Draw Pop: 1,000,000) 
Weather: Hot 


©" Heat brooked no favorites last 
-week. Grosses everywhere off any- 


where from a grand to $5,000. Prob- 
ably the worst all-around summer 
week here in a couple of years. 
Stanley followed “King of Jazz” 
cluck, ‘Numbered 


Cricks kidded the 
De- 


in succession. 
“Men” which didn’t help any. 


dal’ slipped Penn to $25,500, or 
about $4,500 under preceding week. 


Flap trade hasn’t gone for Chatter- 
ton yet. 


“Bride of Regiment” did another 
typical Pittsburgh operetta flop at 
Enright, hardly getting a terrible 
“Born Reckless” fair at 
“Journey's 


weeks in East Liberty, suffering at 
Sheridan 
‘Square with “He Knew Women” and 
maybe $3,750. 


*~ “All Quiet” slid another grand at 


Pitt in 5th week. Perhaps $8,500, 
‘but still figured good enough to 


hang around. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Aldine (Loew’s) (1,900; 35-50)— 
“Born Reckless” (Fox) okay at 
$8,000. 

Enright (WB) (3,700; 25-35-40- 


(FN). 


“size tells it. “With Byrd at South 
*Pole” current, brings.end of straight 
“picture policy, reverting to stage 
shows beginning Friday. 

* Harris (Harris) (1,800; 10-20-30- 
40)—“Journey’s End” (Tiff), poor 
at $3,800 for first downtown run, 
Picture previously had two-week 
run at Sheridan Square in East 
Liberty and day and date bookings 
in neighborhood houses, with Harris 


f showing not helping this stand any. 


Penn (Loew's UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75) —“Lady of Scandal” (Metro). 
Stage show. ‘Weather also got this 
house. About $25,500, or $4,500 un- 
der preceding week. 

Pitt (Shuberts) (1,700; 50-$1.50)— 
All Quiet” off another $1,000 in 5th 
week. About $8,500 and not half 
bad considering length of local run. 

Sheridan Sq. (Radio) (1,200; 35- 
50)—“He Knew Women” (Radio), 
fair at $3,800. Lack of cast names 
,hurts, 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 
“Numbered Men” (FN) got bird. 
Under $20,000, 2d week in succession 
and plenty poor. 


L’SVILLE GAINS SOME: 
DOUBLE BILL MILD 


Louisville July 8. 
(Draw Pop., 500,000) 
Weather—-Warm 


~Grosses showed a slight improve- 
ment. Loew's again took the lion’s 
share with $10,000 for “The Big 
ouse.” 
Hollywood Showboat is still 
docked in the Ohio and doing nice 
business after seven full weeks, es- 
tablishing a local record. 
Estimates for Last Week 

§ Alamo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 40)— 
Born Reckless” (Fox). Somehow 
Catherine Dale Owen never seems 
adequate or sincere here. $2,600. 


30°50). Anderson (R-K-O) (1,387; 


-50)—“Murder Will Out” (FN). 
With only trick ending for rec- 
oOmmendation, this Jack Mulhall 
Piece fell pretty flat. $2,400. 

Brown (Brown) (1,509; 15-25-40) 
t—‘Cohens and Kellys” (Fox) and 
Up the Congo,” double-header. 
Mild week at $2,800. 

4 Rialto (R-K-O) (2,940; 30-50)— 

Byrd at Pole.” Sorry, $3,500. 

State (Loew) (3,252; 35-50)—“Big 
House” (M-G). $10,500, very good. 
’ Strand (4th Ave.) (1,785; 30-50)— 
Courage.” Near $4,200. 

Walnut (Laffell (1,150; 15-25-40) 
"White Cargo” (WP). Poor re- 
cording and weak photography. 
Way off at $1,900. 


WN. Y. PALACE DID NET 


OF $9,000 LAST WEEK 


Doing 2 gross of $24,000 last week 


cee Straight vaude R-K-O Palace, 


"New York, showed a net profit of 


« $9,000, exceptional for the season. 

,. Gross is also more than the Pal- 
} ace has done in hot weather in pre- 
§, vious Summers. 


i Another aid to the 
arge net is that the Palace rent is 
during the hot spell, 


ei The Palace has played to more 
_ average summer grosses for 
1€ past four weeks, Its vaude bills 


run from $11,000 to $12,0 1 
in salaries, 


Bride’ Fell to $6,000 at Enright, 
Ptsbg; Worst Local Wk. in 2 Yrs. 


BALTO RUNS AHEAD OF 
LAST YEAR’S GROSSES 


Baltimore, July 8. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Weather: Good 

Excellent showing of the local 
Loew houses (business in aggregate 
running ahead of last year, despite 
depression), is due largely to the 
better showing of its Stanley the- 
atre. This house for May to July 
is well out in front of its last year’s 
intake. 

Auditorium, which abandoned a 
de luxe policy a week back for 50c 
top grind, is a possiblé recruit to 
the closed-for-the-summer ranks 
any Saturday. No other closing in 
prospect. 

The only Loew house to come 
through unimpaired was Stanley, 
where “Big House” wss bill. Byrd 
picture made a good showing at 
Keith's, 
held its own. 
were off, . 

Estimates for Last Week 

Stanley (Loew-Stanley-Crandall) 
—‘Big House.” Big business re- 
ported. Good advance pub., plus 
cast aided; $21,000, 25% over aver- 
age. 

Century (Loew)—‘Lady of Scan- 
dal” (3,200; 25-60). Opened fine. 
Holiday cut in heavily. Stage 
show; $18,500, average, but below 
expectations. 

Valencia (Loew)—‘Flirting Wid- 
ow” (1,800; 25-35). Hard pull for 
this upstairs house without big pic- 
tures. Off again at $2,500. 

Parkway (Loew)—‘Florodora 
Girl’ (1,000; 25-35). Business was 
held to average when it should have 
been above; $3,800. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers)—“Byrd at 
South Pole” (3,200; 25-50). Class 
draw; $12,000. Held over. 

Auditorium (Schanbergers)— 
“Runaway Bride” (1,670; 25-35). 
Grind policy but intake low. Just 
one of those weeks at $3,000. 

New (Mechanic)—“Not Damaged” 
(1,800; 25-50). House being reno- 
vated without a shut-down: Seat- 
ing capacity temporarily curtailed, 
however, and this, plus two-day 
holiday, kept gross to about $5,890. 


FAIR IN PHILLY FOR 
HEAT WEEK AVERAGES 


Philadelphia, July 8. 

Heat took its toll last week. 
“Road to Paradise,’ at Mastbaum, 
dropped receipts to $38,000, lowest 
in several weeks, Fox hgld a fair 
level with $26,500. “Western Front” 
held to over $13,000 for 5th week at 
Chestnut. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75)— 
“Road to Paradise” (FN). Under 
average at $38,000. 


Elsewhere grosses 


Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—“Byrd 
at Pole” (Par), Fair opening week 
at $15,000. 

Fox (3,000; 40-50-90)—*Women 


Everywhere” (Fox), fair 
considering weather. 

Chestnut (1,640; 50-$2)—“West- 
ern Front” (U) (5th week). Good 
at $13,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75)—“Gold- 


$26,500, 


en Dawn” (WB). Average at $9,- 
000. 

Boyd (2,440° 35-50-75)—‘Num- 
bered Men” (WB). Good 2d week, 
$17,000. 

Karlton (1,000; 50)—‘King of 
Jazz” (U). $5,000, good for this 
house, 


25-65)—“F lorodora 
Good at $19,000. 


Earle (2,000; 
Girl” (MGM). 


INDIANA UP TO $26,000 
ON 3D ANNI. WEEK 


Indianapolis, July 8. 
Weather; Okay 

With Charlie Davis back as m. ¢., 
Indiana got $26,000. in 3d anniver- 
sary week. One of best weeks in 
recent months. “Safety in Num- 
bers” picture. 

Lyric piled up $9,000 with “Rough 
Romance,” doing double average 
business Monday when a Ford car 
was given away. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Indiana—‘“‘Safety in Numbers’— 
$26,000. Anniversary show drew 
crowds as well as return of Charlie 
Davis, m. c. 

Circle—‘Byrd at Pole’—$8,000. 
Dropped off last half. 

Loew’s Palace—‘The Big House.” 
Good at $12,000 but not up to ex- 
pectations. 

Apollo—‘“Courage,” off at $4,200. 
“Man of Blankley’s” jerked after 


pre-view and ads were run. Swell 
picture but no box office. 
- New Ohio—"The Divorcee.” Fair 


at $2,600. 


and the uptown Parkway. 


No Sunday Golf 


Ottawa, Can., July 8. 

Officials here have ruled Tom 
Thumb golf courses cannot op- 
erate on Sundays even though 

. the big golf clubs run full blast 
every Sunday. 

The trick golf courses are 
not to be accorded any more 
privileges than the theatres, it 
is stated, and both must re- 
main closed on Sundays. 


Tepeka’s Isis, Talker 
Killed, Reopens with 
All-Flesh After 3 Yrs. 


Topeka, July 8. 

Grand closed Saturday to the 
poorest business any week since 
talkers started there. Doing only 
$2,500 with “Under a Texas Moon.” 
Reopens first of August with “All 
Quiet.” Gem closed Saturday also, 
for installation of sound and redec- 
orating. Topeka now all sound. 

Isis, dark for three years, is to be 
reopened next week with all flesh 
show. Stock musical comedy with 
no pictures or provision for screen. 
Seats 600. Waddell players, under 
canvas at fair grounds are in sixth 
week, steadily gaining. Now doing 
about $1,800 per week. 

Three midget golf courses opened 
last week, two closed. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Grand (1,500; 50) (Fox) “Under 
A Texas Moon”—Just another in- 
stance of all-color going bad. Op- 
erators cannot seem to focus the 
stuff. Public off Mexican femmes. 
Total $2,500 is new low. 

Jayhawk (1,400; 50) (Fox)—“Dr. 
Fu Manchu.’’—Return not ovation, 
and first half of the week estab- 
lished a new low. King Oliver and 
his Negro band on stage with “Run- 
away Bride,” last half, brought box 
office back into black ink; $4,800. 

Novelty (1,200; 50) (Fox) “Movie- 
tone Follies” (Fox).—Proved queer 
mixture and Topekans didn’t try to 
solve the puzzle. They stayed away, 
only depositing $1,100. 


“Byrd,” Ptld., $11,400 


Portland, Ore., July 8. 

Adventure and travel films were 
in the lead last week, with Admiral 
Byrd's “South Pole” proving mag- 
netic to the Paramount. “Across 
the World” did week at the Music 
Box. 

R-K-O Orpheum had program 
bill, but snapped it up with 
Sharkey-Schmeling fight. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 25 to 60), 
“On the Level” (Fox). Stage show 
helped. $12,500, fair. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,500; 25 to 
50), “Byrd at Pole” scored well. 
Stage show only fair, but popular. 
$11,400. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,000; 25 to 
50), “Flirting Widow” (FN). Fair 
program, Draw was’ Sharkey- 
Schmeling fight. Vaude. $10,500. 

Rialto (Publix) (2,000; 25 to 50), 


“Social Lion” (Par), Comedy got 
over. $6,800. 
United Artists (Parker - Fox) 


(1,200; 25 to 60), 3d, final week of 
“Big House,” and fair. $6,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25 
to 50), “Across World.” Good 
travel film. $5,000. 


At $61,000 Roxy Rated 3d Last Wk. ie 
With Broadway's Biggest Grossers; 
Par’s $79,500, 


STAGE SHOWS HELPED 
FILMS IN MONTREAL 


Montreal, July 8, 

(Drawing Population, 600,000) 

Weather: Fine 

National Dominion Day holiday 
held grosses about .at previous 
week's level with exception of 
“Western Front.” Palace headed 
with $15,000 on “Devil's Holiday.” 
“Lady of Scandal’ at Capitol put 
the house closer to a satisfactory 
gross than for some weeks past. 
Loew's capitalized on Gary Cooper 
in ‘The Texan” and with better 
than average vaude thrown in. 

His Majesty’s repeated “All 
Quiet,” but show looks like folding 
at $8,500, just about half first 
week’s gross. Picture held for third 
week. Princess jumped consider- 
ably on “Hell Harbor” due in part 
to heavy ballyhoo and $9,500 quite 
good. Imperial also slightly up 
with $9,000 on “This Thing Called 
Love” and vaude above ordinary. 

Neighborhoods benefited. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-75)— 
*“Devil’s Holiday” (Par). Better 
than for some weeks past; $15,000 
topped main stems. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-75)— 
“Lady of Scandal’ (M-G-M). Much 
above average picture; $14,500, up. 

‘Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-65)—‘The 
Texan” (Par). Gary Cooper good 
draw. Better than average vaude 
held; $14,000, good for poor season. 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50- 
$1.50)—“All Quiet” (U). 2d week 
barely making $8,500; 50% of first 
week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 35-55)— 
“Hell Harbor” (UA). Big ballyhoo 
pulled this one out; $9,500, good. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 35-60)— 
“This Thing Called Love” (Pathe). 
Fair. Good vaude boosted gross to 
$9,000. 

Roxy (Ind) (600; 50)—‘“Passion 
Joan of Arc” (French). Poor 2d 
week at $2,000. 


Boston Plastered with 
Low Grosses Last Wk. 


Boston, July 8. 
j (Drawing Pop., 850,000 
Weather: Hot 

Nothing but pictures here, and 
last week very tough for them. 
Poorest business of the season re- 
corded at the big houses, with the 
Keith Memorial way down to $9,700 
last week and Keith Albee slipping 
to $12,500. 

Uptown at the Met poor business 
also, and the State, which generally 
gets a break from the Sunday night 
business, lost most of this through 
one of the worst thunder storms the 
city has seen in many years. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Met (Publix) (4,380;. 50-75)—"“The 


Border Legion” (Par). $29,700. 

Keith Memorial (4,000; 35-50-60) 
—‘Bride of Regiment” (FN). $9,- 
700, terrible. 

Keith - Albee (3,000; 50-60)— 
“French Gertie” (Radio). Very low 
at $12,500. 

Loew’s State (4,000; 30-40-50)— 


“Big House’ (MGM). $28,200, good. 


Detroit Houses Draw According 


To Merits of Ther Wkly Shows 


Detroit, July 8. 

Nothing unusual last week. Pic- 
tures getting grosses according to 
their merits. Weather didn’t help 
nor did it hurt. 

Fisher started out first day to 
standees with Van and Schenck, 
but the tragedy hurt things over 
the week-end. Business picked up 
the first of the week. 

Fox down a little with weak pic- 
ture. Still the only Fox house to 
materially benefit by price cut. 
Whether due to actual price cut or 
smart bailyhoo and exploitation ace 
tivity or both hard to say. 

Michigan hasn’t been hurt by 
price cut of Fox, it’s direct op- 
posish to any noticeable extent. 
“Big House” held over for 4th 
week with satisfactory turnout. 
“Let Us Be Gay” held over for 3d 
week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Michigan—‘“Social Lion” 
(4,045; 35-50-75). Cute 
This house still city leader. 

Fox—“‘Not Damaged” (Fox) ($,- 
100; 15-25-50). Low price scale 
means this house has to play to 
plenty cash customers for real 


(Par) 
picture. 
$32,600. 


money. Still enough people to stay 

out of red. Good at $32,500. 
Fisher—‘Sweethearts and Wives’ 

(Par) (2,800; 40-75). Started out to 


standees with Van and Schenck. 
Bad break only thing that pre- 
vented house from unusual busi- 
ness. $20,800. 

United Artists — “Big House” 
playing to big business and will 
probably warrant five-week stay. 


First picture to stay at this house 
‘that length of time for over year. 


sig exploitation by Hearst didn’t 
do any harm. $18,900. 
Adams — “Furies” (WB). First 


of the Publix stage shows seems to 
be dying. Poor cooling system may 
be reason. $5,200. 
Paramount—“Byrd at Pole” (Par) 
(3,300; 35-50-75). Nice and may 
stay two weeks allotted. $14,600. 
State—"Richest Man in World” 
(MGM)) (3,000; 35-50-75). Pic- 
ture didn’t do; pulled Tuesday. 
“Unholy Three” opened Wed. 
Madison—“‘Let Us Be Gay” 
(MGM) (55-50-75). Had-to be held 
over for 3d week. Two in addition 
to very satisfactory first week at 


big Michigan. $10,900, here, 


to Capitol’s $67,200 


This is the season of plenty on 
Broadway. Plenty of seats. New 
low records are apt to be excavated 
any time. Balcony ushers are de- 
veloping melancholia. 


“The Czar of Broadway” was an 
emperor with few subjects in the 
Roxy. Both the Capitol and Para- 
mount topped the super-palace by 
considerable margins. 

At the Paramount there was no 
question that Buddy Rogers’ per- 
sonal appearance was largely re- 
sponsible for a very strong summer 
total of $75,500 with a western fea- 
ture, “Border Legion.” On his first 
appearance three months ago the 
flap’s big pash cornered the Para- 
mount house record. 

Across the river at the Para- 
mount, Brooklyn, Jack Oakie made 
a personal appearance for a week 
with a resultant $56,500, propor- 
tionately better than the Manhattan 
Publixer. 

Holiday figured in total of “With 
Byrd at South Pole,” so $25,700, 
while a long way from even fair for 
a second week in the Rialto, was 
not far behind the inaugural $32,- 
300. Three weeks’ stay of polar 
film is by courtesy. 

Fourth of July week-end also 
figures in the totals for the two 
reigning reserved seat attractions, 
“All Quiet” and “Big House,” which 
divided the pickings between them, 

It is significant that the only two 
films braving the summer at $2 
have very sombre, and even de- 
pressing, themes, one the brutali- 
ties of war, the other the intimate 
horror of prisons. Not a single 
musical, revue or operetta is on 
Broadway, although traditionally 
this is what is supposed to sell best 
when the mercury takes wing. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Astor — “Big House” (Metro) 
(1,120; $1-$2) (3d week). Only 13 
legit shows in town, another reason 
why two reserved seat films getting 
play. This one went clean over 
week-end for $24,900. 


Capitol—“Caught Short” (Metro) 
(4,620; 35-50-75-$1.50) (2nd, final 
week). Dressler-Moran hoke car- 


nival accomplished $67,200 follow- 
ing opening $79,200. Very distin- 
guished for summer. 
Central—“‘Western Front” (U) 
(910; $1-$2.50) (11th week). Got 
$10,700 Fri. to Sun. for week’s $19,- 
800. No appreciable abatement in 
pace as yet. Still smash despite 
unfavorable house for hot weather. 


Cohan—‘Swing High” (Pathe) 
(1,400; 50-75) (2d week). Original 
three weeks generously provide, 


Maybe $7,000. 

Embassy — “Newsreel House” 
(Fox-Hearst) (568; 25). With 
canny eye tor Palace proximity, 
newsreel arcade is currently head- 
lining Sophie Tucker, who gives her 
reason for staying fat. House con- 
sistent around $9,000. 


Globe—“The Big Fight” (Radio) 
(1,065; 35-50-75). House adver- 
tised “no fouls.” Grosses sticking 


in crimson-hued precincts at around 
$7,000. 

Paramount — “Border Legion” 
(Par) (3,665; 65-85-$1). Although 
Zane Grey western was regarded as 
good of its type, presence of Buddy 
Rogers deemed transcendant in box 
office; $52,700 the week before, so 
$75.500 holds lots of lustre. 

Rialto—“Byrd at Pole” (Par) 
(2,000; 40-65-85-$1) (3d week). 
Close to minimums throughout. No 
chuckles in $32,300 and $25,700 at 
this important location. 

Rivoli—“Holiday” (Pathe) (2,200; 
40-65-85-$1). Opened Thursday and 
extravagantly praised by most of 
critics. Rated high artistically, but 
with trade watching paybox. “The 
Rad One” (UA) crawled out 
Wednesday with skimpy $15,300 for 
its 3d and farewell week. 

Roxy—“Czar of Broadway” (U) 
(6,205; 50-75-$1.50). As $59,800 is 
house low record here, $61,000 
speaks for itself rather loudly. 

Strand—“‘Sweethearts and Wives” 
(FN) (2,900; 35-50-75) (2d week). 
First week just over $30,000. That’s 
200d comparatively for recent 
Strand showings, although nominal 
for season and either way hardly 
holdover _ biz. Warners seems 
searce on product. 

Winter Garden—“Numbered Men” 
(WB) (1,416; 35-85-$1) (4th week). 
Blows this week, with “Dawn 
Patrol” next. Down to $16,200, 


Coast Sportlights 
Hollywood, July 8. 

First of the Coast producer Sport- 
lights for Van Buren will be made 
at the University of California, 
using the university track team, 
Al Mannon of Tec-Art studio is 
supervising, 

Twelve of the shorts will be made 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, July 9, 1939 


Comparative Grosses for June 


Table of grosses during June for towns and houses listed as previously 


reported weekly in Variety. 


Where title and gross of picture omitted, 


frequently is “sex” film or picture played in “sex” film style for that week. 


NEW YORK 


rlesh Back at Missouri 
As Fox-Publix Squabble 


St. Louis, July 8. 
(Draw Pop: 1,000,000) 
Weather: Cool 
Price war continues here with 
Skouras Brothers looking a bit grim 


Looms After Price Slash 


Hollywood Coast, with New 
Stage Bill Off Flying 
Shows Count, Despite Holiday 


June 7 June 14 June 21 ‘June 28 but still hanging on to old tariff. 
CAPITOL “Florodora” “Gay ~ “Lady of “Caught Fox management insists it is pleased BIG BIZ SHOWMANSHIP 
High .$109,286 $70,600 Madrid” Scandal” Short” with response to slash in admission Conti 
Low.. 30,000) Stage Show $68,900 $66,000 $79,200 charges. Downtown at Loew's, (Continued from page 3) 
PARA- “Safety in “Shad rr ial oN good effect. o make e public air-minded, Ss 
_MOUNT of Law” Missouri returned to vaude last| airports are fast being developed 
High. .$95,000 $70,200 $73,300 $73,000 $52,700 week to further compete with Fox | into amusement parks, solely to at- 
Low... 49,100) Stage Show tract crowds and sell aeroplanes. 
H a ” “ + 
| | the presentationa New acte Raltroad is about 
Low... 59,800 392.300 $97,300 $72,300 but chorus and Missouri quartet | tie up with Paramount, in whic 
’ (24 deh ’ : 2, regular features. No m.e. will be the largest picture plug ever 
Stage Show Last Week put on one company. 
sa mbassador (3,000; 35-50-65-75) ities on Exploitation 
STRAN D B “ ” “ ” y 
High. .$81,200 Pawn Everihing” Everything” Dawn” (WB). Lowry's} A bunch of cities, including Los 
Low... 15,000 28,000 $32,000 $22,700 Angeles, are casting about for some 
(ist week) (2d_week) _| mance” (Fox). Not even up to low |™Me2ns of show business to bring the 
price standard. Jenks’ stag> show.) “ities before the rest of the country. 
CHICAGO $18,000. L. A.. has been trying for the past 
Loew’s State (3,300; 20-25-40)—| three months to get into the circus 
- “Big House” (MGM). Interesting,| business, but found everything 
5 June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28 but eee ayy tt > gy satirical|taken by General Motors. Now it 
-CHICAGO “True to “Devil's “Shadow of “Lady of powers, Shorts. $19,500. is figuri t ling t 
Low... 33,000 $38,000 $38,000 $46,000 $60,500 at Pole” (Par). Shorts. $10,- wand 
Stage Show | - 
“McVICK- “All St. Louis (4,280; 35-65)—“Big ‘going strong for press agents who 
“PERS Quiet” ou Pi — Fight” (Radio). Vaude. can tie them up with stage, screen 
High. .$53,000 $34,000 $30,000 22 000 23.000 or radio stars. These sort of p.a.’s 
Low... 13,000] (3rd week) (4th week) p days) ae: Prison Opposish Hurt find the picking easy. The firms, 
‘MONROE “Western “Hot for “Society “Happy — ° not heavy enough to get into the 
High. .$12,500 Stars” Paris” Blues” Days” Numbered Men,” $7,000 show business, seem to be headed 
500 $5,000 $3,000 Washington, July by men who at least sense the ad- 
High..952800| $30,500 | Madrid” | Numbers” | $2500 | ,,With, seasonable weather im this! in these felds. 
Low... 20,000) Stage Show $36,300 $26,000 : town, Palace, Earle and Columbia ro at 
ROOSE- 7M got the top figures. The midwest is getting tired of 
ammy King of King of “Notorious Lady” Esther| being left out of the picture. Sev- 
. VELT $23,200 $11,000 Jazz J 
High. .$36,500| (ist week) (24 week) $16,000 35.400 Ralston in person at the Earle gave/| eral resorts have written to film 
Low... 9,000 ? ( days) it best week in months at $16,500.| producing companies offering them 
STATE- “Born “Runaway “Rough “Knew seat House” at Columbia got $14,-| inducements to spot the locale of 
LAKE Reckless” Bride” R ” ” ON a pictures in these vacation burgs. 
High. $35,750 $17,500 $19,500 $20,000 Mackinac Island, Thousand Islands, 
Low... 16,000 Vaude House” ybecause of similar stories,| Banff and Hot Springs, Ark., are 
arade’ arade’ ond’ “No amaged” at Fox not s ures. 
sah Van $8,500 $23,000 $18,000 $22,500 good at $16,600, pretty low. ° | “Newest bit is the request of the 
Ws TW (5 days) (1st week) (2d week) Palace with $19,000 for “The Bad| World’s Fair commi in Chica 
ORPHEUM “Texas “Dumbbells “Man from “Di w |One,” good showing “Midnight — : 8 
High. .$16,900 Moon” in Ermine” Biankley’s” $8,000. Mystery” never started at the and cap 
Low... 4,800 $5,000 $5,000 $9,000 : K-O, to $6,000. — them to use the Fair as loca- 
on. 
NEWARK, N. J. 
June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28 | 
June 7 June 14 June 21 J 28 
PENN “Caught “Bad “So This “Fl 
High. .$44,000| Short” One” London” | $30,000" FORD “True to “Romantic “Safety in 
Low... $43,850 $31,500 $28,300 Navy Night” Numbers” 
age Show 
WARNER “Song of “Flirtin “¢ ” “ 
High. .$32,000| Flame” Widow” $13,500. Dawn” “Green “Divorcee” 
Low... 8, $15,000 $10,000 $10,000 3800 $6,200 
(8 days) 
LITTLE “Waterloo” “ow loo” “ 
ENRIGHT “True t “Sweet- “ t oo aterloo Heavenly 
High. $19,000} Navy” hearts” af Holiday” | $8,200 $2,500 Bodies” and 
Low... 5,000} $10,000 $8,500 $5,000 $9,000 Low.... 2,000} .(ist week) | (2d week) “Richtofen” 
All Sound (New low) $2,300 
PLAY- “Ladies of “Captain of i 
STANLEY “ “ ‘ aptain o Follies of 
High..$48,000|  Navy"” | Manhatten” HOUSE Leisure” Guard” 1930” 
Low... 15,000| $27,000 21,500 $25,500 $20,000 $2,800 
Stage Show (New low) 
ALDINE “Be Your- “On the “Social “Border High $33,000 ” 
HARRIS “Ladies of “Around the “What “Sisters” - : (8 days) 
High. .$12,000 Leisure” Corner” Man” RIALTO Murder | “Swing “In Next 
Low... 3,000 $6,500 $5,000 $5,200 — Room” 
Stage Show ’ $5,200 
SHERIDAN “Cuckoos” | “Cuckoos” “Midnight “Fall F rr) 7 care? 
$8,500 $6,500 Mystery” Guy” —_| High. $82,000 «Kid? 
week) 94,290 $3,800 Low... 10,000] $13,500 "18,000 
OW... Vaude 
R-K-O “French “Man of “Fall 
LOS ANGELES PROCTOR’S Gertie” Manhattan” Guy” 
High. .$30,000 $13,000 $16,000 $15,000 
June 7 June 14 June 21 J 28 Low... 7,000! _Vaude oo} Tees, 
une ; 
EGYPTIAN |“Ladies Love “Par. on “Lady of “Bad 
High. .$14,000 Brutes” Parade” Scandal” One” MINNEAPOLIS 
Low... 6,000 $8,100 $11,600 $9,400 $7,300 sana 9 June 14 
LOEW’S “Redemp- “Not “Gay “Rogue —WiINNE. — |— une | __ June 21 _ | _ June 28 
STATE tion” Damaged” Madrid” Song” crue te Lady of in “Devil's 
High. .$48,000 $23,000 $23,300 $21,000 _ SOTA Navy Scandal” Numbers” Holiday” 
Low... 15,600| Stage Show ‘ } High. .$45,200 22,500 $24,500 $28,000 $23,400 
PARA “True to “Social “Bord With Stage Show 
MOUNT Navy” Lion” Legion” Byrd” “Arizona 
High. .$57,800 $21,000 $24,000 $20,000 $17,000 High. .928,000 Moon Manhattan Calf” Kid” 
Low... 15,600 : ’ Low... 3,800 $7,600 $3,800 $12,000 $7,100 
UNITED “Big “Big “Big All Sound (Record low) 
ARTISTS Pond” Pond” Pond” | Rough, | “Runaway 
High. .$38,700| $14,000 $12,000 $11,000 $15,000 : UM |Cross Roads $17,500 Romance Bride” 
Low... 6,200} (2d week) -(3rd week) (4th week) $11,000 $8,500 
- ama Exile” Pay” 
TOWN $9,000 $10,000 BALTIMORE 
High. .$38,800| (Record low) 
Low..< 9, June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28 
WARNER’S “Bride of ‘Dancing CENTURY “Notorious “Big “Hell “Back 
HOLLY- Regiment” Sweeties” High. .$27,000 Affair” Pond” Harbor” Pay” 
wooD $12,000 $10,000 Low... 15,000 $15,500 $21,500 $17,500 $15,000 
High. .$37,300 (Record low) Stage Show 
Low... 10, STANLEY “Par. on “True to “Florodora”’ “Devil’s 
: High. .$33,500 Parade” Navy” $15,500 Holiday” 
ms Low... 11,000 $17,000 $15,000 $20,000 
PROVIDENCE All_ Sound 
eal VALENCIA | “Spring Is “Caught “Redemp- “ 
mies June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28 High. .$11,000 Here” ; Short” tion” au 
STATE “Gay “Romantic “Florodora” “Lady of Low... 1,800 $1,800 $4,600 
High. .$29,000 Madrid” Night” $19,500 Scandal” - (New low) 
Low... 14,000 $18,400 $20,000 $20,000 All_ Sound 
wat All Sound KEITH’S “He Knew | “Be Your- “He Knew “Cuckoos” 
MAJESTIC “True to “Mammy” “Ladies of “Texan” High. .$18,000 Women self Women $7,000 
High. .$16,500 Navy” $10,500 Leisure” $9,000 Low... 5,800 $7,000 $9,000 $9,000 
Low... 6,200 $13,000 $19,000 _! All Sound 
All Sound = | 


(Continued on page 24) 


Los Angeles, July 8, + 
(Draw Pop., 1,500,000) : 
Weather—Warm 


Holiday leading into three-day 
week-end hurt some houses ang 
helped others, which evidently again 
points out that it’s a matter of pro. 
gram. Warners’ Hollywood sur. 
prised not only itself but about 
everybody by tossing off just short 
of $17,000 on the first three days of 
the resumption of stage shows, 
Productionally the presentation ig 
an eyefull and the customers like 
it. Show is given the credit for the 
return to life over “Nancy From 
Naples,” the film. 

Independence Day failed to ma- 
terially affect the standout pictures 
in town. “Hell's Angels” dipped 
under $30,000; “So This Is London” 
held to better than $19,000 and “Big 
House” kept above $20,000. Okay in 
all three cases. 

Chaney’s: first talker, “The Un- 
holy Three, remake, is not doing 
as well as expected at Loew’s State, 
Management clocking lobby re- 
marks has found that many »eople 
believe the dialog has just been 
synchronized to the original silent. 
version which they remember, 


Hence the problem is to let them. 


know in advance that it’s an en- 
tirely new picture. 


“The Divorcee” apparently stayed. 


too long at the downtown Criterion 
to make any special showing at the 
new Pantages, where $18,500 will 
about be the week’s total. 

Paramount, Orpheum, 
Downtown, United Artists, 
and Boulevard are all playing to 
but light attendance. 

Infantile paralysis epidemic with 
163 cases reported within the county 
is not helping any. It’s increasing 
rather than diminishing, but is short 
of scare proportions to date. 

And the miniature golf courses 
are now using girls in “shorts” to 
help attract business, with the first 
of these contrivances succumbing to 
their more elaborate copies. 


Estimates for, Last Week 


Boulevard (Fox)—‘Double Cross 
Roads” (Fox) (2,164; 25-50). Only 
$4,800 indicated for crook melo- 
drama. 

Carthay Circle 
Is London” (Fox) (1,500; 


(Fox)—‘“So This 
75-$1.50) 


(34 wk.). Holding up nicely and 
edging over $19,000. 
Chinese (Fox)—‘“Hell’s. Angels” 


(Caddo) (2,028; 50-$1.50) (6th wk.). 
Nights big, matinees weak, , total 
$25,000, maybe better. All right. 

Criterion (Fox)—“The Big House™ 
(Metro) (1,600; 25-75) (2d wk.)- 
Very good at $21,500 and doing good 
in smaller towns around this part 
of state. 

Egyptian (UA-Fox) —“ Arizona 
Kid” (Fox) (1,800; 20-65). 
average, around $8,500. 


State (Loew-Fox)—‘Unholy 
Three” (Metro) (2,024; 25-$1). Some 
disappointment for first Chaney 
talker. Around $24,000; expected’ 
lot more, 

Orpheum—“ Shooting Straight” 
(Radio) (2,270; 50-75) (1st wk.). 
Richard Dix picture hurt, rather 


than helped, by holiday. Undis- 
tinguished, $9,500. 

Pantages (Fox)—“The Divorcee”™ 
(Metro) (2,700; 20-40-65-90). Ore 
dinary $18,500 forecast. Evidently 
long run at downtown Criterion 
milked town. 

Paramount (Publix)—‘Man From 


Wyoming” (Par) (3,595;° 25-75). 

Light at $17,000-$18,000. 
R-K-O—“What a Man” (Radio) 

(2,950; 30-65). With most downe 


town houses off $13,000 can be ree 
ported as fgir. 

United Artists (Pub-UA)— 
“Shadow of Law” (2,100; 25-$1) (24 
=e Far from satisfactory at $8,- 
00. 

Downtown (WB)—“Notorious Af- 
fair” (FN) (1,800; 50-75) (ist wk). 
Spending barrel of dough readying 
for those stage shows. Meanwhile 
statu quo prevails. 

Hollywood (WB)—“ Recaptured 
Love” (WB) (2,756; 25-75) (1st wk.) 
Slow week with big fireworks start- 
ing with 4th and new stage show. 
Came to life thereafter and tilled 
$17,000 over week-end, with “Nancy 
From Naples” (WB) on screen. 


Sound Idea Exchange 


Hollywood, July 8... 
Sound men at the studios hav@ 
decided to meet regularly for the 
exchange of ideas. First get-to~ 
gether was held at the Paramount 
Studio restaurant with Albert D® 
Sart, Par’s sound director, hostings 
Nineteen sound engineers from the 
various studios attended. 
Similar meetings will be neld 
twice monthly, with a_ probability 
of a regular erganization develoP* 
ing. 
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MARKET MOVE HANGS FIR 


AMUSEMENTS 


Pound Warner Last Week— 
Yesterday Pressure on R- 
_.K-O—Price Only See-Saw 


with Lower Levell|s 
Reached by Groups— 
Tape Readers’ Look for 


One More Tail-Spin 


SLUMP-PROOF ISSUES 


Market went through another day 
oi see-sawing yesterday, volume 
still beiow the 2,000,000-share level 
and little initiative on the part of 
either bulls or bears. Early prices 
were pushed still further down. A 


Yesterday’s Prices 
LEADING AMUSEMENTS 
Net 
High. Low.Last. Chee. 
600 Cons. Film 18% 18% 184— % 
3,400 Kast. K...192% 192% +2% 
39% 39% + % 
6,100 Gen, — 31% 30 30% — % 
5,900 Loew % 62% 64% +1 
4.800 Par. - 555% 54% 555% + 
700 Pathe .... 4 3% 4.+ 
400 Do A... T% T% 
51,160 RCA 33% 34% + 
21,000 R-K-O ... 27% 26% 27% — 
500 Col. Pict. 7" 33% 33%— % 
1,400 Fox T..... 7% T% 
$42,000 Gen. T.. —1 


pened in Pathe in response to the 
news that the directors will exercise 
an option on 49% of duPont-Pathe 
Mfg. Co., raw stock makers. Com- 
pany is reported showing 1930 
profits to net $2,000,000, and Jos. P. 
Kennedy, chairman of the Pathe 
Board, has declared the duPont 
concern’s, profits for 1929 would 
yield more than enough on the 
Pathe 49% share to meet the inter- 
est requirements on Pathe’s 7% 


bonds, a charge of $452,000. Pathe 


Autumn June Last Mon- 
panic 1930 May7 25 week day 
low. high. low. low. low. flow. 

American Seat 22 26! 16 10 
Consol. Filer 2796. 1996 17 175g 18% 
Consol. Film pfd. (2)........... 15g 2814 1934 18144 19 19 
Eastman Kodak (8).............150 22544 220 178 190 187% 
Fox, (4) 573g 4444 4 
General Theatres. oF 51144 455g 30 31144 31 
Do pfd. (6/2) w. 80 1122 105 98 
Paramount-Fam-Lasky (3)...... 35 77% 62’, 51% 55 54% 
Pathe 3% 6 3% 
1954 12%, 7 7% Ti 
6934 4144 32! 345g 33% 
Radio-K-O ....... 50 3514 27% 29 
Orpheum pfd. 62 99% 81 78 81l4 
Gros. 80'4 58> 38'4 4044 414 
DOW-JONES INDUSTRIAL AVERAGES 
(For same dates) 

Previous low (Wednesday, Be") 207.74 

Low last Monday (July 7).......... 216.33 

*N. Y. Tribune industrial average June 25 at the low 154.66 com- 

pared to same figure for Nov. 13 of 154.63, within .03 of a point and 
practically a double bottom. 


brisk flurry came along around 2 
o’clock, but once more it was short 
lived and business turned dull untii 
in the last half hour more aggres- 
sive bidding for stocks made final 
Prices generally net up. 


Turn Strong 


Bear technique seems to be to 
elect one stock in a group and con- 
centrate on it. Among the amuse- 
ments it was Warner last week and 
the week before. Yesterday it was 
R-K-O that got all the attention 
from the bear party. Before noon 
a drive at this point broke R-K-O 
to 26%, a new low on the imme- 
diate movement, At the same time 
there was distinct evidence of sup- 
port for Warner which stubbornly 
refused to go below 40 flat and on 


the rally showed a good deal of 
resiliancy. 


Loew, Kodak Snap Back 


Loew was quick to reflect the 
momentary strength in the early 
afternoon, jumping 2 points in 
quarter of an hour to 65%. Durant 
is back from a western trip. East- 
man went through its usuas gyra- 
tions, high above 190 and low 
around 186. This stock also was 
prompt to get into the up move. 

Paramount almost ignored nar- 
row changes, moving quietly in nar- 
row range, 54%-55% on small vol- 
ume, while General Theatres was 
heslected around 31. Nothing hap- 


“A” was repeated yesterday at 7%, 
close to low on the movement, 
Down Drift Resumed 

Brokerage appraisals of the new 
week were pretty generally wrong. 
The commission men thought they 
saw promise of betterment in last 
week's mild recovery. Instead, the 
down drift was resumed promptly 
Monday morning with the return of 
traders after a three-day holiday. 
Opening prices were a shade up, but 
the timid testing operations faded 
before the half hour. 

What apparently had happened 
was that the bears did some unhur- 
ried covering in the last two days 
of last week and were again in posi- 
tion to renew their long lines 
promptly when the Monday morning 
bidding died out. The shorts had it 
their own way all the rest of the 
day and closing the list on or close 
to the bottom, set the stage for yes- 
terday’s further recession. 

Monday had about cancelled all 
of the betterment of last week and 
the list generally was within a 
narrow margin of the low for the 
year, established for all practical 
purposes June 25. The leading 
amusements sustained themselves a 
good deal better than the standard 
shares, several active issues in the 
industrial list making double bot- 
toms with June 25 or even going 
below. 

No significant news came out af- 
fecting the theatre stocks. They 
seem to be giving way largely due 
to the performance of the rest of 


the market. Conservative invest- 


} ment houses regard the amusements | 


favorably, due to their ability to 
hold above November levels, while 
many stocks, once much more high- 
ly regarded, have fallen into new 
lows on the June drop. In this 
respect the leaders of the theatre 
securities share the good fortune 
of the tobacco stocks, traditionally 
depression-proof income earners. 


Theatre Stock Investments 


One investment house has spread 
propaganda in favor of bargain 
buyers including among their first 
choices a strong railroad, a well 
seasoned amusement, a tobacco and 
an electrical equipment stock. 

The delayed Warner statement 
has not made its appearance nor 
have any of the other theatre com- 
panies published income statements 
for the second quarter, but the 
Street is busy making its own cal- 
culations, and would not be sur- 
prised if the amusements failed to 
show as good returns for the April- 
June period as for the first quarter 
of 1930 or for the second quarter 
of 1929. An unofficial calculation 
puts the Warner net March-May 
at $1.10 a share of common, Warner 
working on a fiscal year from Sept. 
1. This is a special case, however, 
due to the many new acquisitions 
by Warner which have not yet be- 
gun to work harmoniously with the 
rest of the widespread company in- 
terests. 

Fox ought to make a good show- 
ing on the basis of the figures for 
the early spring and late autumn, 
although it seems to be accepted 
that late spring and early summer 
product of all companies has been 
of — boxoffice quality than nor- 
mal. 

Another element’ enters. The 
May-July period of 1929 was highly 
profitable for all companies. The 
talking pictures were enough of a 
novelty at that time to hold the 
public against the lure of fine spring 
and summer weather. It was an 
exceptional boom period. Now 
talking pictures are accepted as a 
matter of course, the novelty has 
worn off somewhat and the early 
summer slump seems to have re- 
turned to its normal state before 
the advent of sound. 

The cooling off of public interest 
should not last beyond this month, 
when the people usually return to 
the theatre drawn partly by the 
cooling systems. 

One More Break? 

Impression is gaining ground 
downtown that the market is due 


for another break before real im- 
provement comes in. The tape 
readers feel it in the air. Cer- 


tainly the bears operate as though 
they were extremely confident. 
Monday was an example. With 
pressure exerte’ against prices all 
day long there was no visible sign 
of the usual cvvering in the last 
half hour as day-by-day floor trad- 
ers take in their lines. Professional 
bears ordinarily are loath to over- 
stay a market, but in the last few 
weeks they seem to have entrench- 


Western Towns 


Patrons of Pictures in Small 


Have Developed 


Local Entertainment Preferences 


> 


4,900 EXTRAS WORKED 
LAST WEEK—NOT BAD 


Hollywood, July 3. 

No noise around the studios In- 
dependence Day, and the following 
day had only 366 extras working, 
but total placements for the five-day 
week were 4,900, not bad. 

Monday saw the mobs totalling 
1,450, with 366 on a wartime street 
in Paris for “Half Shot at Sun- 
rise’’ at Radio. 

Only other set with more than 
a hundred on it was John Adolpi’s 
frat dance for “College Love” at 
Yirst National Tuesday; flaps and 
flips numbering 112. 

Same lot the next day saw 91 at 
Fox for “Men On Call” Wednesday. 


per and a long list of staples con- 
tinue to droop. The Government 
has frankly recognized that situa- 
tion after trying for six months to 
support the wheat market artifici- 
ally, and is openly urging reduction 
of acreage. Market pessimism is 
running riot. All these things 
‘night tend to bring on a. culmina- 
tion of pressure in a sort of cli- 
mactic market break to mark the 
turn. 

Net result of the four trading 
days of last week was an aggregate 
gain of 25% points for 15 leading 
amusements on the Stock Exchange 
and an aggregate loss of 3% points 
by four issues. Dealings were on 
a vastly reduced scale, two sessions 
falling below the 1,500,000 turnover. 
For example, volume of, Warners 
totaled 169,000 shares, compared to 
the total of 655,000 shares the week 
before when bear drives concen- 
trated on that issue. Some of the 
amusements dropped to the daily 
volume of last January during the 
lull. Monday’s slump cancelled more 
than half the aggregate gains of 
last week in the single session. 

Dealings in bonds were mixed. 
Warner 6's appeared to have stead- 
ied, while General Theatre fixed 
income securities showed continued 
weakness, the new 6’s going Mon- 
day to a new low of 93%. A sharp 
drop in Keith-Orpheum bonds 
brought a decline of nearly 9 points, 
possibly a sacrifice by a holder who 


Phoenix, Ariz., July 5. 

A casual survey of small towns 
in this and adjoining states, Ne- 
vada and California, brought out 
that the patrons of pictures in 
those burgs have developed a 
strong preference for entertainment 
on the screen. 

Their strongest is for talking 
shorts, but their demands in that 
direction do not appear to have 
been satisfied. It is mostly heard 
that the Warner shorts are the 
best, when any are best. This is 
believed to be mainly through the 
locals seeing a slight variety of 
general shorts from all makers. 

Many of the patrons when asked 
admitted that if the shorts were 
good, they would rather see them 
than a feature picture. 

Remembering these expressions 
come from patrons of small houses 
in small towns, there are complaints 
against the length of the trailers. 
They say the trailers are too long 
and that the house uses them be- 
cause they are cheap, to save the 
cost of a regular short. 

Another complaint against the 
trailer is that it contains too much 
of the picture it is exploiting. Re- 
sented that parts of the pictures 
are shown cn the screen, hurting 
the full length when that is later 
seen. 

No Identification 

Another complaint is the absence 
of identification for the small towns 
of the cast. With so many new 
faces on the screen in the talkers 
the natives say they do not know 
the players, and weuld like the old 
system of the silents restored; to 
have each player introduced via 
screen with name captioned. Out 
this way are no programs and no cast 
announcements in lobbies other than 
the featured players, while the 
screen's list of characters and play- 
ers all on one slide can not be re- 
tained in memory. 

In the towns visited and from 
questions asked the decided prefer- 
ence for type of picture is in this 
order: musical comedies, mystery 
stories, operettas, dramas, love tales 
and lastly, revues, with action pic- 
tures having a good background ac- 


ed themselves. needed money elsewhere in the] ceptable at all times. 
Prices of wheat, cotton and cop- ' market, Newsreels are decidedly in popu- 
Ss 1: ly 3 lar favor. 
Summary for the week ending Thursday, July In these towns the audience sees 
STOCK EXCHANGE - and hears pictures only. There is 
-———1980 vet shestr: organ in the small 
High, Low Sales. Issue and rate. High Low Last Chge. | 2° orchestra OF ean! 
27% 15% 1.900 19% 17% 19 + 
28% 18 1,300 Consol. Film pfd. (2)....... 
255% 175% 21,500 Eastman Kodak (8).......+.+. 202% 190% 192 —1 Writer of the above is a show- 
57% 16% 25,400 Fox Class A (4). -scsscccoccce . 41% 40 *410% + 1% man in the western country for his 
peel. 103 102% 1% | health. To pass the time, he traveled 
30 7,800 Gem. Thr. or over the three states named, stop- 
De 106" 106° 108” +6. | ping in a large number of the small 
84 400 Do ex war.... Bad + towns of that section. His survey 
15% 10% Madison Sq Garden 14% 2 *15% arson: -uriosit 
234, 100 Met-G-M pref. (1.89).......... 25% 25% 25% was made from pe rsonal urto 
77% 4B, 31,900 Paramount-Fam-Lasky (4).... 57% 55 57 + 2 und has not been reported else- 
9 2% 4,800 Pathe Exchange 4% 3% 3% where 
69% 32% 290,200 Radio Corp... 36% 34% 35% +1% 
35 2,300 Shubert ... 14% 12% 14% + 1% ul Jadgments 
76 30 -... Universal pref. (B). 
80% 38% 169,200 Warner Bros. (4).....-sccces « 43% 4014 41% + 1% 
70% 36% 200 «Do. pref. 4% 47% 1% 
CURB Olco Mfg. Co., Inc.; Beauty Parior 
55% 300 Columbia Picts. . 36% 35 3 + ‘ ing ne.: $290 
14% 33% 1,900 «38% 3h 35 Publishing Co., Inc.; $ 
17% 2% 6,000 Fox Theatres 9% Paulino Uzcudun; Porto Rico 
64% ‘ Loew 32 + Boxing Corp.; $3,262. 
on 198, Mati, Ga. 31% 30% 31h + % Stadium of Canarsie, Inc.; A, 
Ex dividend Weiser; $2,407. 
BONDS Pathe Exchange, Inc.; M. Bray, et 
91 74 $10,000 Keith 65, °46...... ion 76% 76% 8%| al.; $21,697.72. 
101 37,000 Do ex war. 97% + % 
80 36 67 Ot 67 + 1% 
103% 98 29,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6s, '47....++- - 101% 100% 101K + % n rup cy 
69% 41 OB. 50 49 
113% 99% 122,000 Warner Bros. 65 (39). ......+. 101% 100 101% + 1% 
100% 93% 93,000 Gen. Thr. Eq. 68, 93% — % 
Children’s Book Club, Inc., One 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS Park ave.; assets and liabilities not 
All Quoted for Monday given. 
Over the Counter, N. Y. Senate Hotel, Inc., 100 East 424 
Prev street; assets and liabilities not 
Bid. Asked bid 
20 22 20 Roxy, Cane A - given. 
21 23 21 Tinit GO. <% oe oe 
1% 2% 1% Unit do. 
2 ‘ 1% De Forest Phono + ee Two 2-Week Offs 
Angel 
9 6 eee Roach, Hollywood, July 3 
$ 9 ee. Fox Thrs . Instead of closing for a full month, 
Montreal the Roach studio will experiment 
Sales by dividing it into two fortnights 
$0 Famous Players af Cana 2 2 +2 First will be July 12-26, with sec 
* kx div ond around Thanksgiving, 
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.. National 
Pictures f | 


PRODUCT FOR 1930-31 
MILES AHEAD ALL 


COMPETITORS. 


PATROL” 


> 
‘7 


% 
LEADING THE ADVANCE 
SQUADRON OF FIRST NA- 
7 S INVINCIBLE 
THE PACE FOR THE EN- 
| TIRE INDUSTRY. THE iz 
3 ONLY 100% HIT PROD- 
UCT ON THE MARKET. 
PLAY “THE DAWN 
O TASTE THE BIG PROFITS THAT 
ARE ON THE WAY TO YOU | 
& Ky | j 
> 
“Vitophone“’ is the registered trade mark of the Vitaphone Corp desianating tts products 
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OPTIMISM SWEEPS INDUSTRY 
as Paramount’s Big New 
Year Hits send box office 


Harold Lloyd 
Moran & Mack 
The Spoilers 
Follow Thru 
Marx Brothers 
Manslaughter 
Monte Carlo 
The Little Cafe 
Tom Sawyer 
Huckleberry 
Finn 
Heads Up 


Morocco 


47 SPECIALS 


Rose of the 
Rancho 


_ The Sea God 


Fighting 
Caravans 

The Best People 

The General 


Scarab Murder 
Case 


The Right to 
Love 


And More! 


PARAMOUNT Exhibitors Set for Biggest Season in History 
as Public Responds Nation-wide to Mighty Appeal 
of Splendid New PARAMOUNT Super-Shows! 


figures soaring upward! 


23 STAR HITS 


4. Richard Arlen 


2. George Bancroft 

4. Clara Bow 

2 Nancy Carroll 

3 Ruth Chatterton-Clive Brook 
3 Jack Oakie 

2 William Powell 

3 Charles Rogers 


SHORT FEATURES 


® 
104. Paramount Sound News 


12 Paramount Pictorials , 
104. Paramount Acts (1 reel) 

26 Paramount Comedies (2 reels) 

18 Paramount Screen Songs (1 reel) 

18 Paramount Talkartoons (1 reel) 


The Smartest GREATER 
1930-31 Buy NEW 
on Earth?! 
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'. Reis Patent Victory If Upheld for 


G. T. P. Over W. E. Will Mean Vast 
Changes in World's Sound Film 


Legal victory of DeForest over Ww. 
E. on the Reis patent is probably 
the biggest stunner handed the film 
industry. The verdict has shot both 
the electrics into typographical pane- 
gyrics that have only served to be- 
fuddle film minds. In some spots, 
especially the smaller equipment 
companies, the situation is hectic, 
But the bigger film execs are taking 
the matter stoically at least for the 
outside, depending upon the appeal 
to the U. S. Circuit Court, after that 
it can be carried up to the U. S. 
Supreme Court. 

Down to cases it’s one of those 
situations that proved a surprise. 
The small General Talking Pictures 
having been shunted into a small 
place from the start, got the go-by 
so long that when the decision ar- 


‘rived in its favor the wide berth 
‘ handed the company became blurred 


and for that matter still is that way 
in certain quarters. 

Reis patent pertains to a light and 
sound vibration instrument wherein 
both these bodies are merged in 
synchronization so that sound can 
be practicably photographed. In es- 
sence it’s a slit through which light 
travels after having s0 
vibrated by a human voice as to be 
transcribed into sound and passing 
through the slit is photographed on 
film. 

Reis Sold to DeForest 


Technically, the Reis patent per- 
tains to the area of this slit as it 
refers to the area of exposure of the 
film on which sound is_ photo- 
graphed. Thus if this slit be even 
a thousandth of an inch wider, in- 
telligible sound reproduction and 
recording is rendered impossible. 
The idea was conceived by Elias 
Reis in whose name it is patented. 
It came to G. T. P. by way of pur- 
chase from DeForest Phonofilm, 
which bought it from Reis. , 

In the Wilmington suit it was G. 
T. P’s claim that without this pat- 
ent, as far as sound on film is con- 
cerned, talking motion pictures are 
impossible of creation. W. E. claim- 
ed it was prior art, meaning that 
the idea had a _ progenitor and 
therefore open to the public at 
large. The court held against W. 
E.’s defense, presented through the 
actual defendant, Stanley Company. 

All equipments use the Reis idea 
fin one way or another and on the 
machines the slit comes sealed with 
a warning not to break the seal. 
Doing so might endanger possibility 
of tampering with the instrument 
and garble the sound reproduction. 
The G. T. P. position had been previ- 
ously upheld by the U. S. Patent 
Office both in the first instance and 
on appeal. To bring the matter 
after that to a civil court is an un- 
usual proceeding and one seldom 
employed. 

May Make G.T.P. Power 

The decision, if upheld by the 
higher courts, will make G. T. P. the 
Pivotal sound point in the film in- 


dustry, hitherto centering around 
W. 
For the industry at large the 


Significance of federal justice Mor- 
ris’ decision is like one big excuse 
handed the film biz to get out from 
under. (Lawyers interpreting the 
decision give it that under the More 
ris decision licensees of other equip- 
ments cain move out if so uesscuus. 
The appeal is expected to come 
up in the Circuit Court at Wilming- 
ton about December. Until that 
time the film biz is placed in a 
peculiar position which to every ap- 
pearance is given little cognizance. 
Should DeForest be upheld then he 
can not only enjoin immediately all 
equipments so infringing but in 
addition collect damages for all the 
Profits that have accrued to any 
equipment, recorder and_ repro- 
ducer owner since talking pictures 
have come in, unless a further ap- 
peal to the highest court would act 
48 a Stay. The extent of that amount 
is fabulous. 
Proceeding 


G. T. P., spurred by its victory, is 
heading for a vast blast at the 
equipment business and the indus- 
try in general. No definite action 
as yet but plans are now in motion 
for the institution of a series of 
Suits by G. T. P.’s lawyers, Darby 
and Darby, against all other equip- 
ments, and licenses of such equip- 
Slated first are the North 


ment. 


No Standee Worry 


A sarcastic stage hand speak- 
ing to a downcast house man- 
ager: 

“Why worry, boss? The 
firemen are taking their vaca- 

-tions during July and August. 

“Now you can pack them to 

the walls.” 


American Sound and Pacent, with 
others to follow. Altogether about 
12 important ones are figured. 

Following these may come RCA 
and R-K-O Theatres, to be followed 
by other circuits and after them, 
the producers. Sounds bigger than 
can be almost possibly imagined but 
the G. T. P. heads figure that with 
one court decision in their favor 
plus the patent office decisions, the 
way is now clear to clean up on the 
issues. 

The matter has brought on two 
or three negotiations by epuipments. 
Among these is North American 
Sound. Latter has already made 
inquiry as to possibility of a De- 
Forest license. Also another but 
name not given. N. A. S. has about 
180 equipments in the field. Again 
the matter of appeal by Stanley and 
whether it may stay all action by 
G. P. enters. 

DeForest’s suit was against Stan- 
ley Theatres, subsid of Warner 
Brothers. . W. E. defended that suit 
and set itself down as the real de- 
fendant on the issues. Stanley and 
WB have long been at loggerhead: 
with W. E. and wishing to get out 
from under W. E. licenses. Which 
leaves Stanley and WB in a spot 
so to speak. 


Nobody Would Buy 


History of the patents and G. T. 
P. enters into another curious field. 
Three years or so ago the film in- 
dustry could have had the Reis 
patents and all other patents in G. 
T. P. for control if so desired but 
nobody would have them. G. T. P. 
controls about 40 or 50 patents of 
various kinds, some of which have 
the line in and out on 16 m, m. and 
home talkers. 

It was offered to Adolph Zukor, 
William Fox, the late E. F. Albee 
and even Harley Clarke before 
Clarke even entered into actual film 
production. All said nix. Fox al- 
most had it and even paid $100,000 
cash deposit for a license, but re- 
neged and lost the deposit. 

G. T. P. went begging. It was 
then that M. A. Schlesinger, presi- 
dent of the company, decided to en- 
ter into manufacturing. Under G. 
T. P. proffers at that time the film 
men could have had electrical con- 
trol right within film production 
boundaries. 

Later when Warner Bros. got hot 
over W. E. negotiations were en- 
tered into with G. T. P. for some 
kind of a buy by WB inte the elec- 
tric, but it didn’t get. Although 
WB did buy into the German end. 

G. T. P. by its victory on the Reis 
patent and if upheld, has practical 
control of the talker’ devices 
throughout the world. M. A. Schles- 
inger, president, and his brother are 
half owners of Associated Sound 
Film Industries, European combine 
of all important equipment com- 
panies. A. S. F. I. holding com- 
pany for combo of Klangfilm-Tobis, 
Siemans and Electrischegesellschaft. 
The vast combine is run by two 
trustees of each authority. One of 
these is representative of Schles- 
inger and his brother, latter London 
resident of the brothers’ interests. 

It’s these very electrics that are 
now trying to effect an agreement 
with American producers in Europe 
for show purposes in Germany. 

The present suit so far has cost 
more than a $1,000,000 in lawyers’ 
fees and other costs over a period 
of three years for both sides. This 
figure may be even doubled or more. 

Before final judgment, General 
Talking Pictures last year netted 
over $900,000. 


U Chills on “Tragedy” 


Universal City, July 8. 
Universal has definitely called off 
transactions on “American Trag- 
edy.”’ 
Cost of the Dreiser play reported 
too high, as Paramount holds the 
silent rights and is asking plenty. 


DICK AND EDITH 


BARSTOW 


“INTERNATIONAL FAVORITES” 


Originators of “Toe Tap Dancing 
on a Staircase” 


AT PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


“Billboard” said: “Dick and Edith 
Barstow are a decidedly clever pair 
of toe-dancing' specialists, and 
achieved a decisive show-stop with 
their efforts.” 


Week July 4, Stanley, Jersey City 


With Frank Cambria’s “GINGER 
SNAPS.” 


ONLY HOUSE 
TOWN MAY 
ABANDONED 


Mer. at Chisholm, Minn., 
Issues Public Statement 
—Intends to Quit 


Minneapolis, July 8. 

In a long open letter to the pub- 
lic published on the first page of the 
Chisholm “Miner,” the management 
of the Chisholm theatre at Chis- 
holm, Minn., near here, threatens to 
remove the sound equipment and 
upholstered chairs and abandon the 
house if better patronage is not 
forthcoming. 

Taking the public severely to task 
for its failure to accord proper sup- 
port to the showhouse, the manage- 
ment asserts it “cannot operate the 
theatre at a loss and the result will 
be that Chisholm will have no thea- 
tre.” Further along, it is conceded 
that someone else may take over the 
house, “but, if that happens,” the 
management informs the _ public, 
“you will have the shooting gallery 
you had before, and it will not be 
a place you would care to take your 
friends to and feel comfortable. 

“If we are forced to close for lack 
of support, we shall, of course, take 
the new seats out, also the projec- 
tion machinery and the sound de- 
vice, including screen, carpets, etc. 
Someone else probably will operate 
a show in Chisholm, but, as we men- 
tioned before, it will be a shooting 
gallery. No one is coming here and 
spend a huge sum of money again 
like we did to furnish you with an 
up-to-date theatre—not with sev- 
eral failures strewn along the way 
behind.” 

Despite the numerous improve- 
ments made in the theatre, the man- 
agement complains, many Chisholm 
residents go to nearby towns, par- 
ticularly Hibbing, for entertainment. 

“This is not an appeal to you in 
any soliciting spirit,’’ concludes the 
statement “It is merely setting facts 
before you for your information. It 
may be like castor oil, hard to take, 
but it is just as necessary as castor 
oil and I hope just as effective.” 


Pathe Special’s Leads 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Howard Higgin has been assigned 
by Pathe to direct his own story, 
“Painted Desert.” William Boyd 
and Dorothy Burgess will head the 
cast. 

This is Pathe'’s first special for 
next season. Starts July 20. 


Cowan’s Coast Visit 
James R. Cowan, general produc- 
tion manager at Paramount's New 
York studio, leaves for Hollywood 
July 10. 
He will spend about a month 
the coast studio. 


in 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Holiywood Bulletin, printed 
each Saturday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


weekly “Variety.” 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


department in this issue. 


Studios continue to pick on 
Russia because, as far as Washing- 
ton is concerned, that outfit is still 
in last place in the national league. 


Hence, there'll be another Russe 
“heavy” on the screen soon, this 
time in Metro’s ‘‘New Moon.” To 


avoid the usual diplomatic compli- 
cations, location of the yarn is also 
being switched to the cold country 
from French Algeria. 


A play’s cast is laying it on the 
line to open. Show is “Sea Gull,” 
which comes into the Theatre Mart 
(little theatre group) July 14. 
Actors are paying the rent and for 
scenery and costumes. 


Notre Dame won't be sold on the 
idea of “Toplitsky of Notre Dame.” 
Rockne’s school made a _ previous 
squawk on the title, but Paramount 
didn’t give up hope. Studio sent 
Johnny Hines, a Catholic, to South 
Bend loaded with reasons, but the 
university heads maintained they 
had the best reason. Replacement 
on the Par schedule will be a navy 
picture for Jack Oakie. 


George Roesner's yacht, “Adele,” 
burned to the water the day after 
he’d insured it for $10,000. Fire 
teok place off Santa Barbara, with 
Roesner able to beach the craft 
without injury to himself or those 
on board. 


Radio has called in about the en- 
tire personnel of the studio in an 
effort to get a substitute title for 
“Check and Double Check,” for 
Amos ’n’ Andy. 


Inez Courtney doubles over from 
“Hot Heiress” to “Sunny,” both FN 
pictures. In the latter the comedi- 
enne has the Mary Hay part. 


Barbara Stanwyck will do “Illicit” 
for Warners. Salary for the picture 
is quoted at $25,000. Miss Stan- 
wyck is under contract to Columbia 
for three more films. 


Dorothy Mackaill’s refusal to play 
in “River's End” for Warners is 
understood to have abruptly 
breached her return to that com- 
pany under contract. Actress was 
formerly with First National. 


Raoul Walsh stays with Fox for 
another five years. Winnie Shee- 
han hopped up to the “Big Trail” 
unit on location, and _ evidently 
closed matters: For the past two 
or three months it’s been an open 
question which way Walsh was 
going to move. 


Harry Beaumont will direct 
“Three French Girls’ for Metro in- 
stead of Erle Kenton. 


Arthur Johnson, formerly asso- 
ciated with Irving Berlin as pianist- 
composer, goes with Paramount on 
a three-year optional contract. 


Louis Bromfield arrived this week 
to begin work on the screen treat- 
ment for “Dracula,’”’ Universal. 


George Stevens, former camera- 
man for Laurel and Hardy, ele- 
vated to a directorship at Roach. 


Brown-Nagel Productions’ series 
of shorts featuring Lucille Lisle, 
former Australian legit actress. 


Don Dillaway’s first crack at pic- 
tures will be in “Cimmaron,” Radio. 


A flock of sons of Beverly Hills 
retired business men are using the 
vacation period cluttering up Bev- 
erly boulevards with dad’s car, of- 
fering to point out to tourists the 
homes of the stars. Prices of the 
excursion is left to the discretion of 
the tourist. 


Mack Swain and Chester Conklin 
will be teamed in a series of two- 
reelers for Paramount. Shorts will 
be produced by Phil Ryan at Metro- 
politan studios. 


First local private miniature golf 


course has been built by C. W. 
Hansen and Jimmy Mac. They de- 
cided it was cheaper to roll their 


own than sheil out quarters for the 
kids. Children in the neighborhood 
are invited to play free, with the 
parents contributing clubs, etc. 


John Wexley, author of “The Last 


Mile,” now holding down a type- 
writer at Universal. Arrived Satur- 
day. 


Los Angeles will have its first 
Yiddish little theatre by fall. Abe 
Kogut, managing Jacob Ben Ami's 
present tour on the Coast, is taking 
over the Beaux Arts theatre. 


Warners is debating whether to 


place Ann Harding or Marie Cahill 


in “Mother's Cry,” 


to be directed by 


Hobart Henley. Miss Harding is 
under contract to Pathe. 

Upon completion of ‘Mother's 
Cry” Henley will be loaned to Uni- 
versal to direct “The Flirt,” by 
Booth Tarkington. 


Brian Kent, who handles Spanish 
players and writers, doesn’t speak 
it. 


Warners has acquired the screen 
rights to “The Devil” for George 
Arliss. 


Lois Moran has been selected by 
Fox to play the femme lead in “The 
Play Called Life,” screen version of 
“The Dancers.” 


Mitchell and Durant, comedy-acro 


team, flirting with Paramount for 
shorts. 


Dave Bennett, dance director for 
Paramount, scheduled to return to 
New York Sept. 1 to stage dances 
for two new Dillingham shows. 

Falcon Productions, making a 
series of Boy Scout shorts, is dis- 
tributing itself because of a two 
way source of revenue. Plan is to 
ring in merchants on the small 
towns, whereby they pay for spon- 
soring a “Boy Scout” night at the 
local theatre, which also pays for 
the rental of the film. 


Jack White, “nut” comic, to Uni- 
versal for the fight manager in the 


remake of the “Leatherpusher” 
series. 


_Promoters of Lido Island plan to 
Bive Malibu Beach a run as a sea- 
side film colony. 


Summer club promotion here is 
dead. Where in former years the 
public went for almost any kind of 
racket, just to be in on things, this 
year it’s the promoters who are the 
chumps. Of 14 beach clubs started 
in the past three years, but five are 
still running. Mountain clubs, once 
popular, are no more. And golf 
clubs fare equally as bad. Even the 
picture mob, former prey for the 
promoters, are getting wise. 


Upon his arrival here Jesse L. 
Lasky, Jr., was installed at Para- 
mount as assistant to Geoffrey 
Shurlock, head of the foreign de- 
partment. Young Lasky is an ac- 
complished linguist, recently re- 
turning from Europe, where he de- 
voted considerable time to study. 


In the remaking process for the 
past few months, “The Five O’Clock 
Girl,” starring Marion Davies, has 
been shelved by Metro. 


Virgil Hart, former Buffalo at- 
torney, was brought here by W. S 
Sheehan to become head of the Fox 
studio legal department. 


Biltmore is dark until August, 
when “Candle Light” will relight it 
Katherine Cornell, in “Dishonored 
Lady,” follows in Sept. 


Duncan Sisters decided not to 
play a one week stand at the 
Belasco. 


Jack Kapp, head recorder for 
Brunswick, and Tommy Rockwell, 
for Okeh, are scouting out here for 
talent. Kapp is also conferring with 
Warner execs on plans for new 
Brunswick laboratories at F. N. 


Loew Watching Grosses 
Of Summer All-Sounders; 
Return to Vaude Perhaps 


Loew's is systematically check- 
ing grosses to determine whether 
the 10 theatres which dropped vaude 
for summer straight pictures will 
return to stage shows next season, 
or whether it will be advisable for 
them to remain all sound. 

The houses are Bedford, Oriental, 
Plaza, Delancey, Yonkers, New 
York; Syracuse, Rochester, Kansas 
City, Akron and Evansville. 

Under straight film policies the 
theatres are operating at consider- 
ably reduced overhead and scales 
The fact to be determined is whether 
they will show more profit with 
lower grosses under the low nut and 
admissions. 


Metro’s Blackouts 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Metro is remaking several black- 
outs in its own revue, “March ot 
Time.” 
Entire production is being revised 


for foreign versions. 
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CUT GAB! GIVE 


ACTION... 
TITAN COMEDY 
FORMULA 
, BROADWAY NICK AND 
| HEADLINERS TONY... 
w. Cc. FIELD S LOU BROCK Production 


CLARK AND McCULLOUGH 


LOU BROCK Production M K Y 
DANE-ARTHUR Mc GUIRES 


COMEDIES LARRY DARMOUR IN 
LARRY DARMOUR Production Production *NE 
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DIE § Sensational Cartoons FU 
LARRY: DARMOUR: Production Charles Mintz Production sO 
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All Titan Short. Prod:et 
Now Made in the Great 
Hollywood Studios of 
Radio Pictures ... 
The Miracle Facilities 
and Genius of Which 
Guarantees the Finest 
Comedies of the Hour! 


POURED 
OMEDIES! 


HUMANETTES 
BENNYRUBIN: 
STARRED IN FIRST OF 
THESE EXTRAORDINARY 
SINGLE REEL NOVELTIES 
BIG SCREEN NAMES 


IN OTHERS... FRANK 
‘NEWMAN 


DRAW NAMES! FAST 
TEMPO! WITH THE 
FULL-ARM TITAN 
SOCK IN EVERY REEL 
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BEAT YOUR 


ject 
on Sunday, when you've got Monday, Tues- | | 


day, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday--Satur- | | *,:' 
day, too. So goes the quaint negro spiritual. | | 


and f 


The exhibitor has a lot of things to beat | | *:: 


tonigh 


these days, what with Tom Thumb Golf | |" 


been | 


Courses, Night Baseball, Summer Temp, | | :::! 


ing or 
tremb 


-etc., and yet many exhibitors are doing it | |" 
very successfully. The answer is 


Goop Box-OFFICE PICTURES 


And that’s why there have been smiles this summer, from | ¢ t:": 


er else 
Wha 


large circuit bookers and independent exhibitors who | | cme 


no reé 


have played “WHAT A MAN!” the Reginald Denny | | ==: 


spots 
space 


laugh-getter which has elicited 1007 reviews all over the | | ,3< 


was a 


country; James Cruze’s “COCK O’ THE WALK,” which | | s:7< 


louder 


opened at the Roxy; “THE DUDE WRANGLER,” a new | | ,.2: 
fresh type of out-door comedy; and now, to start the gabare 
1930-31 season, two new James Cruze productions | | «tHe 
—“THE BIG FIGHT,” which just finished its pre-release | | Si». 
run at the New York Globe Theatre, and “ONCE A |] | .2%" 
GENTLEMAN” with Edward Everett Horton, which | | §::" 
had a sensational pre-release run at Pantages New Hol- | | «::: 
lywood Theatre. These sure sellers are now available | | >: : 


for pre-release bookings. © the 


DON’T DENY 


The opportunity of turning 
the summer into a profitable 
season. Play these tried and 
proved box office attrac- 
tions. They have made good 
everywhere. They will 
make good for you. 
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REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Shorts 


Talking 


“The King” (Comedy) 
18 Mins. 
Stanley, New York 

Metro 
Harry Langdon nas made half a 
dozen shorts, most of them indiffer- 
ent in laugh returns. This is an- 


other, practically a two-reeler and 
without the substance to support 
that much elapsed time. Neighbor- 
program filler. 

Idea is funny enough, but not de- 
weloped with sustained comedy, just 
la scattering of half way gags never 
carried to the laugh punch. Sub- 
sect is the royal court travesty, with 
doing the  philandering 
ing and bullied by a strong-minded 
ife of his own. He flirts with the 
ourt beauties until she chains him 
o her own wrist and both retire 
to the twin beds. 

He gets free and accidentally gets 
himself all mixed up with his chan- 
cellor’s pretty blond wife. Lot of 
overdone slapstick here with a 
mouse getting under the bedclothes 
f@nd finally into Harry’s pajamas, 
stretched out until it tires. 

Fairly good trick finish, with wife 
pleading with Harry not to go out 
tonight and then knocking him cold 
with a mallet to make sure he won't. 
Talk hasn’t an iota of genuine fun 
jn it, is delivered as though it had 
been learned painfully and chanted 
to a metronome. At this house the 
booth man made it worse by turn- 
ing on the volume until the rafters 
trembled. Necessity of talk seems 
to have crippled Langdon’s real gift 
of pantomimic humor—at least it 
doesn’t count here. Physical pro- 
duction first-rate. Rush. 


*“THE MUSICAL BEAUTY SHOP” 
Flash. 
18 Mins. 
Cameo, New York 
P. D. C. (British) 
This carries the name of Pathe 


but looks like one of those two- 
reelers bought by the company from 
the British firm that made them at 
the British-International Studios 
under the direction of Gordon Bos- 
tock (American). Bostock is cred- 
ited with it, but it isn’t any credit. 
The two-reelers, of which this is 
probably one, were originally made 
feature-length and then cut down. 
This one was either cut very badly 
er else. 

What started out to be a musical 
comedy is just a hodge-podge with 
no real comedy and little musical 
entertainment. It’s too long, even 
as a short. Only for the hideaway 
spots that have plenty of program 
Space and time. 

Nothing outstanding in ability. 
Several numbers, but the best turn 
was a roller skating duo. Yet they 
Stayed too long. Chorus danced 
soft shoe and orchestra recorded 
louder than the singing performer. 

Basic theme is how to make 
Money out of a beauty shop by 
turning the latter into a sort of 
cabaret. The film doesn’t prove its 
feasibility. 


“THE CHUMPS” 
omedy. 

22 Mins. 

Globe, New York. 


Educational 


Mack Sennett comedy and a first 
§rade two-reeler, with a story, some 
suspense, intelligent dialog and fine 
Performances by the leads. “The 
Chumps” can stand up against any 
@ t!.¢ double reel shorts around. 

' Honeymooners are shared by a 
ard sharping couple on the train 
New York, whence they plan a 
European trip on the $5,000 in their 
Boke. As the chump groom wins a 
Yard and a half on the train there’s 
Ro harm seen in accepting an invite 
f> the crooks’ city apartment. There, 
.@f course, the boy is fleeced of his 
ve grand and it looks like the 
Soneymoon is off. 
| He gets the dishonestly won coin 
Back through a ruse, ’phoning the 
husband of the cheating couple that 


ed J his wife is held for ransom, while 


She was innocently out to the thea- 
tre with the newlyweds. Finish is 
built on the who’s the chump now? 
formula. 

A good thought, well written and 
Smartly played, Bige, 


“BLIND YOUTH” 
With Lou Tellegen 
Dramatic Sketch 
ins. 
Cameo, New York 
Capital 
_ Tellegen doing his old stand- 
» Speaks boldly, telling his for- 
a, love that she “sold her body 
ocure” and even utters the 
eee “fleshpot.” For the neighbs 
ere they like heavy acting. 
‘ Tame bit of sketch and too heavy 
aa the voice. Meaning too the- 
: ical and the kind of histrionics 
& maybe 15 years ago. Order of 


a day is less vajce and more ac- 
om This short is just the other 


Eva Casanova 
ts , the girl who fig- 
Seed in public print with Tellegen 


Rot SO long 
d S 480, plays opposite. Sh 
doesn’t help. I PI © 


“COCKEYED NEWS” 
with Eddie Cantor 


Rivoli, New York 


Paramount 
This is the travestied news reel 
short. Eddie Cantor, who stars in 
it, is said to have thought of and 
executed the idea within 15 minutes 
one day while at the Paramount 
studio at Astoria, L. I, on other 


business. It’s. called ‘‘Cockeyed 
News,” “Once Monthly.” “Sees 
Nothing; Hears Nothing; Knows 
Nothing.” May be developed into 


a series, but will have to be made 
stronger for laughs than this one. 
Present one-reeler good enough as 
new and sometimes laughable to fit 
in anywhere just now on strength 
of Cantor’s name and that he sings; 
also that shortly Cantor will again 
be on the screen in “Whoopee.” 

Scheme is to show absurdities 
hooked up as regular news reel 
items through the captions. First 
was “Sam Smith, who grew the 
largest corn in Nebraska,” with 
the picture disclosing Smith at the 
county fair receiving a silver cup 
with hundreds around him. As the 
camera lowers, you see a large corn 
on one of Sam’s toes. Another, 
“Tag Day in Scotland,” a totally 
barren street 

Means a collection of semi-pun- 
ning gags with the caption playing 
the straight to start with. 

A derivation of a similar short 
once employed for some time, long 
ego, without sound, in vaudeville by 
Jack Norworth. Sime. 


“MANHATTAN SERENADE” 
Colortone Revue 
20 Mins. 
Loew’s New York 
Metro 

Classy revue short, mostly done 
in natural color and patterned along 
somewhat different lines. Beats 
some shorts that have played 
Broadway’s ace houses. 

Features Raymond Hackett and 
Mary Doran,-although those two 
simply introduce the story and then 
finish it. Also the Brox Sisters and 
a variety of other talent. Is based 
on Louis Alters composition ‘“Man- 
hattan Serenade” and was directed 
by Sammy Lee. 

Quite a bit of the film is devoted 
to roving topographical clips of 
Manhattan Isle, all in black and 
white, which are infroduced after 
Miss Doran, sitting on a park bench, 
complains to the boy beside her that 
New York is a calloused town. Boy 
says she gets the wrong drift and 
then says he'll put her right. As he 
starts to talk the black and white 
shots of the city are introduced and 
accompanied by music and singing, 
in which the voices of the Brox Sis- 
ters can be distinguished. 

Shots drift all over Manhattan, 
from Bowling Green to Harlem. 
Stop at Square for a brightly light- 
ed sign reading “Ziegfeld Follies’ 
whence film returns to color to show 
a huge cage, the human figures in- 
side giving the appearance of birds 
in a gilded cage. In this, during 
the close-ups, the Brox Sisters sing 
and there is girlie chorus dancing. 

Camera again returns to black 
and white and roams uptown to 
Harlem. Colored entertainment is 
framed in what gives the impres- 
sion of a.cloud bank in the sky, 
this also in color. An attractive 
high brown girl does some hot 
warbling and a little cooching. 
Joined by two fast hoofers, colored 
boys and then by a chorus of col- 
ored girl hoofers. 

Staged very attractively. First 
class short. 


“VOICE OF HOLLYWOOD” 
With Ruth Roland. 
Novelty. 
10 Mins. 
Globe, New York. 
Tiffany 

In this issue of the “Voice,” with 
Ruth Roland as its feature, appear 
George Stone, Charlie King, Davey 
Lee, Estelle Taylor, Charles Irwin 
and Jack Benny. Same comment 
due this as the others: more prepa- 
ration and smoother playing would 


have considerably increased its 
value. This way, this ‘“Voice’ 
possesses all of its predecessors 


fine points, mainly the interesting 
appearance of half a dozen picture 
names in impromptu numbers. 

Miss Roland is almost a forgotten 
name to present day fans. The ver- 
satile performance she gives in the 
short probably means more to cus- 
tomers than her name does. Miss 
Roland does m. ec. goaded on 
throughout by George Stone's foil- 
ing, with Stone first appearing to 
announce the schedule m. c. didn’t 
show up. After Miss Roland does 
show on the heels of offstage sounds 
of a falling ’plane, Stone gives her 
the “I could do better” cues for her 
own specialties. 

When Charlie King is announced, 
he’s described by Miss Roland as 
about to recite. When he sings to 
cross the announcement, Miss Ro- 
land provides the promised recita- 
tion. And so on, with each guest 
failing to perform the announced 
number and Miss Roland doing 
them instead, including some so-so 
time stepping on a dancing mat and 
an imitation of Ted Lewis. PBige. 


Miniature Reviews 


“Holiday” (Pathe). Good 
box office. Comedy drama, 
stage adapted, with plenty of 
all of those things in it that 


all should like, alike. First 
runner, with names. 
“Unholy Three” (Metro). 


About average Lon Chaney 
crook film, a re-make. 

“Love Among the Million- 
aires” (Par). Will find its nat- 
ural level in split week vaud- 
film. 

“Ridin’ Law” (Biltmore). In- 
sipid western. ers 

“Inside the Lines” (Radio). 
Little action and needs plenty 
of surrounding strength, 

“On the Level” (Fox). Hard- 
to-believe story makes a so-so 
comedy with melodramatic 
complications. Needs plenty 
support for first runs, even 
with McLaglen. 

“Song of the Cabellero” (U).. 
Okay for houses where outdoor 
films liked, with Ken Maynard 
in lead. Story of Spanish Dons 
in California, helped along by 
romantic music. 

“Slums of Tokio” Japa- 
nese made). May stand up 
for cheap sure seaters. Other- 
wise useless over here. 

“Lost Gods” (Talking Pic- 
tures Epic). Educational. Not 
built for any theatre. Adver- 
tised as all talker, but is silent 
except that audible lecture 
accompanies unwinding. In 
essence a long travelog of 
African wastes, and wasted, 
commercially. 

“Hot Curves” (Tiffany). 
Benny Rubin’s laughs make 
the film a good will offering 
for the change houses and 
later runs. Title is not sex. 
Means baseball. 7 

“Docks of Hamburg” (Ger- 
man made). Silent. For arty 
houses only over here. Some 
acting is good, some bad. But 
story all off. 


“FIDDLING AROUND” 
Cartoon 

6 Mins. 

Film Guild, New York 


Columbia 

One of the “Mickey Mouse” series 
and okay for filler. It’s a Walt 
Disney creation and gets most its 
novelty from fact that Mickey 
Mouse does a single for a change. 
He gets the break from suiting ac- 
tion to music or vice versa with 
appropriate sounds and gestures, 

Mickey trots into view for a vio- 


lin solo and shakes, squirms, acro- 
bats, weeps and otherwise accents 
his playing. Audience unseen gives 
a couple of Bronx cheers to help the 
situation and Mickey bows out on 
his back, but still playing the fiddle. 


“HUNGARIAN GOULASH” 
Terry Toon Cartoon 

6 Mins. 

Loew’s New York 


Educational No. 1594 
Inland filler, and while okay, far 
from quality that might be expected 
from cartoons. Title looks like 
stray choice with animated stuff 
showing hardly reason for it. 
Group of cats, dogs and similar 


strays moving separately and to- 
gether into usual tight places and 
kidnaping situations. 

Score okay, but synchronization 
somewhat off. 


SCREEN SNAPSHOTS NO. 21 
10 Mins. 
Cameo, New York 


Columbia 


No need of much comment. This 
series is familiar to exhibs. This 
particular number goes with the 


others. Filler for grind neighbs. 

Actors appearing are Mei Len 
Fang and Mary Pickford. Windup 
is baseball game with Buster Kea- 
ton shown. About 385 actors get 
knocked out by baseballs, 


“GATEWAY TO INDIA” 

Travelog 

12 Mins. 

Capitol, New York 
Fitzpatrick 

Travel subject with an off-stage 
lecturer and interesting. Much after 
the Tom Terris shorts circulating 
lately. 

Nicely made series of views of 
Bombay by a photographer with an 
eye for the picturesque. Especially 
interesting from the fact that In- 
dia is at the moment in the public 
eye due to the passive revolution 
against English rule. 

Lecture is simple, clear and suf- 
ficient. 


Rush. 


HOLIDAY 


Pathe production and release. Ann Hard- 
ing, Robert Ames and Mary Astor featured. 
Edward Everett Horton also in cast. 
Adapted from stage play of like title. 
Produced by E. B. Derr, president of Pathe. 
Directed by E. H. Griffith. Pre-view July 
2 at Criterion, New York. Onened July 3 
at Rivoli (Publix), New York, on regular 
grind, indef. Running time 85 minutes. 


Potter. Edward Everett Horton 
William Holden 
Creighton Hale 


Mrs. Pritchard Ames..... Mary Eliz. Forbes 


Pathe has turned out a_icture in 
“Holiday” of wide appeal in a fin- 
ished style. It is a comedy drama, 
entirely of the social sort, yet with 
brightly written dialog on an inter- 
esting subject for young and old. 
The flaps will like this one, for the 
story will catch them, while the 
wide appeal is certain through its 
all-around entertaining qualities. 
That stands despite the picture's 
slight action, absence of songs and 
with comedy of the lighter vein. 
Besides four names for featuring 
and its adaptation from a successful 
stage play. Though a story or pic- 
ture like this will get over on its 
own. 

As an example of good picture 
making, good production, casting, 
direction and playing, Pathe can 
slip itself a pat for this one, with 
the knowledge that if 60% of Pathe 
product for the new season is 60% 
as good, Pathe won’t have many 
worries. 

Ann Harding has the sympathetic 
lead role. It’s pie for her. As one 
of the two daughters of a very 
‘wealthy aristocratic family, Miss 
Harding is given considerable flip 
lines that she shoots in at different 
spots, often for laughs. Mary Astor 
is the truly up-stage other daughter, 
who stood with her father on the 
family record, letting Robert Ames, 
who had won her in the mountains, 
unknowing her estate, finally find 
it was the other sister he should 
have first met. This engagement, 
the surprise of Ames as a young 
stock clerk, walking with his fiancee 
into her family’s mansion, the mat- 
ter in between, and the breaking of 
the engagement because his girl 
prefers to believe her father should 
rule all branches of the family, com- 
prise the story, told in parlor, ball- 
room and playroom. 

A pathetic side is in the Harding 
role, a girl who sees wealth as 
wasted in a hum-drum life with her 
brother believing the same way, but 
just as helpless, while the cold- 
blooded Astor girl is content to go 
with the money only. 

; Miss Astor looks fine and, at one 
time in a profile, elegant. She did 
the part skilfully. Ames makes a 
fair juv, although the ease with 
which he could turn from a brunet 
to a blonde must be a habit only to 
be acquired in Hollywood. Ames’ 
lot is to sidestep the traps of wealth 
and live on his own. 

Edward Everett Horton is the 
comedy carrier, with his work in the 
playroom, an almosf really sad scene 
in contrast to the ballroom below 
full of guests, bringing continual 
laughs. Here the dialog and situa- 
tions are splendid. Monroe Owsley 
does a good brother, who believes 
that as long as he must live, the 
quickest way to reach his finish is 
by booze. A couple of annoying 
cousins yessing the fine old man of 
the house (William Holden) agi- 
tated the remainder of the family 
more than they did the audience. — 

Sentiment and laughter with the 
reactions of the restless rich should 
hold all patrons of picture theatres. 

Sime. 


UNHOLY THREE 


Metro production and release. Directed 
by Jack Conway. Lon Chaney starred in 
talking version of picture formerly made in 
silent form by the same company. Earlier 
picture also had Chaney as star. Photog- 
raphy by Percy Hilburn. Running time, 74 


minutes, At Capitol, New York, week 
July 4 : 
Hector ede Elliott Nugent 
Midget Harry Earles 
Prosecuting Attorney John Miljan 
Hercules 106006 000600600% Ivan Linow 
ence Burton 
Defense Attorney............Crauford Kent 
M-G-M found a smash in Lon: 


Chaney and “The Unholy Three” in 
1925, which was in the golden age 
of underworld stories. A lot of 
crook stories have come and gone 
since then and this one doesn’t look 
as hot as it did as a silent five 
years ago. Its main asset is that it 
is the first Chaney talker with 
Chaney talking. Fans*probably will 
be attracted to Chaney lure. Other- 
wise it’s about an average release 
in box office possibilities. 

Weakness is that the story doesn't 
adapt itself to the talking technique. 
In the straight pantomime version 
it was possible for Chaney to create 
the illusion, but the literalness of 
the dialog accompaniment, com- 
pared to the silent handling, makes 
some of the passages pretty hard to 
swallow. 

Skill in makeup permitted Chaney 
to get away with the impersona- 
tion of an old woman before, but his 
handling of dialog destroys all 


plausibility. All the cleverly made 
dramatic devices of the story crash 
on this one detail—for it is a re- 
markably skillful piece of fiction, | 


and screened for full value. Talker 
is practically a repetition of the or- 
iginal in all details except the talk. 

However, the picture’s vigorous 
melodrama is even proof against its 
slowed up action and maze of un- 
convincing talk. Comedy angles are 
excellent and the stage tricks 
startling in their surprise. Even the 
sentimental finish has a certain grip, 
and the character sketches are full 
of interest. 

Ivan Linow plays the giant dumb- 
bell Hercules, originally done by 
Victor McLaglen, and makes it a 
first-rate job. Lila Lee isn’t nearly 
as convincing as Mae Busch was in 
the silent picture, through no fault 
of her own, but because it isn’t her 
role and it was eminently a perfect 
part for the vivid Miss Busch. Harry 
Earles is again in the midget 
character, playing it for all it’s 
worth, while Elliott Nugent was 
just right as the rather snappy 
Hector. Rush. 


Love Among Millionaires 
(With Songs) 


Paramount production and release. Clara 
Bow starred. Stanley Smith, Mitzi Green, 
Skeets Gallagher and Stuart Erwin fea- 
tured. At Paramount, New York, week 
July5. Runniug time, 70 minutes. 


Only the ardent Bow fans will 
go for Clara in this aged old story 
where Clara Bow is supposed to 
do a stew to air her wealthy boy 


friend who -wants to marry her, 
From about the oldest’ ciassic 
comedy to Clara. If the picture 
draws otherwise it will be on the 
strength of its comedy, with that 
comedy apparently laid out with a 
trowel for the simple folks. Off 
hand this film would just about suit 
the vaudfilm combination houses on 
split weeks. 

In “Love Among the Millionaires,” 
Miss Bow is the much sought after 
and only waitress in her father’s 
hash joint near the railroad yards. 
Comes the son of the road’s pres., 
to learn railroading, starting as a 
brakeman. They see and go. Next 
day they are engaged. She then 
finds out who’s who in the braking 
division. Next day they are at 
Pop’s palatial spread eagle palace 
marked Palm Beach. 

It’s getting warm. Pop seemed 
to be a widower. He told his boy 
to take the gal or take a job of 
running a branch line from New 
York to Florida. The kid wanted 
both. Then Clara, in her waitress 
manner, told the old man she was 
onto his racket; he didn’t want her 
to marry his_ son. Well, she 
wouldn’t because she loved him so. 

If Pop would pull a party that 
evening in the main hall Clara would 
do the rest. The rest was Clara 
doing her stew stuff. Pop must 
have thought she did it better than 
anyone else, for he said something 
about a girl who would do anything 
like that, perhaps meaning her act- 
ing, ought to marry his boy. Which 
still leaves it open whether Pop 
wasn’t a kidder too in his own way. 

Mainly the comedy in this film 
is the bursting of a tire. In pic- 
tures usually where gags are em- 
ployed for laughs, the gags differ. 
Since the tire bursting is repeated 
about 10 times here, that may be a 
more lazy way. The bursting tires 
are on an elderly Ford jointly owned 
by the other two young men-chas- 
ing Clara. Each of the boys owns 
one half of the car. That poor old 
Ford besides its owners must carry 
this Paramount production. 

Mitzi Green, the kidlet, is in soft 
here. For her what she has to do 
isn’t much. Her only imitation is 
one of Miss Bow singing a jazz 
number. To Mitzi’s credit though 
it wasn’t an imitation; she sang it 
the way she thought it should be 
sung, which might have suggested 
in the first place at the studio that 
Clara should give an imitation of 


Mitzi. Miss Bow sang another 
song, a sort of theme, “Love 
Among the Millionaires,” and not 


bad either, as a pop song; in truth 
it was hard to keep Clara singing 


for the rf®w customers inside or 
outside of her father’s lunch- 
eonette. 

Comedians are Skeets Gallagher 


and Stuart Erwin. They had simple 
roles, too, playing them that way. 

It will call for a lot of faith from 
the Clara Bow admirers to accept 
her in this kind of a part, the sweet 
wishy washy thing, after the bum 
publicity she’s bee. getting. Either 
Paramount might chop off that kind 
of publicity or give Miss Bow roles 
that will fit it much more happily. 

Sime, 


ON THE LEVEL 


Fex production and release, starring Vice 
tor McLaglen. Directed by Irving Cum- 


mings, Story and dialog by William K, 
Wells. At Roxy, New York, week July 
4. Running time 76 mins. 

Lynn Crawford... Lilyan Tashman 
Leila Mcintyre 
in Mary McAlister 
R. O. Pennell 


Comedy with melodramatic com- 
the entire picture. “On the Level” 
is fair enough diversion for ordi- 
nary picture parlors but not for 


mating with deluxe standards. At 
(Continued on page $1) 
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Wednesday, July 9, 1930 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 


a Exploitation and Press Stunts 


Chicago. 
Harry Swan, manager of the 
Portage Park theatre, increased biz 
with a baby contest in a neighbor- 
hood where babies are numerous, 


Akron, O. 

Dick Wright, manager of War- 
ners’ Strand, had a touring car 
mounted on a truck, parading with 
banners announcing that holder of 
lucky ticket would win the car. 

Better Business Bureau and mer- 
chants got a mad on. They swore 
out a warrant for conducting a lot- 
tery. 

After sweating, Wright conceived 
the idea of the patrons writing an 
essay on the back of their stubs 
before dropping them in the box. 
It beat the rap, and furthermore, let 
him get the thing into his news- 
paper advertising. 


Kearney, Neb. 

E. Forrester, manager of the 
“World,” for “Caught Short” had 
1,000 envelopes with two beans in- 
side distributed three days prior to 
the opening date. On the envelope 
was printed “Only a Scotchman 
could make bean soup from the con- 
tents of this envelope.” A thousand 
heralds, representing paper money, 
were printed. 


Greeley, Colo. 

For the opening of Al Jolson’s 
“Mammy” at the Sterling, Manager 
H. B. Ashton had a boys’ band 
parade through the streets of the 
town preceded by two ushers in 
blackface carrying a large banner 
reading “Al Jolson in ‘Mammy’— 
Now Showing at Sterling.’ Another 
usher, also in blackface, acted as 
drum major. The 55 boys in the 
band were permitted to see the per- 
formance at the conclusion of the 
parade in return for their services. 


Dallas. 

A lobby stunt got lots of publicity 
to “Mamba” during its run at the 
Publix-Old Mill. William W. Lewis, 
mer., placed five small turtles in 
the lobby with a letter on their 
backs, composing the title. A sign 
on display announced that anyone 
discovering the five turtles in one 
row spelling out “Mamba"’and who 
called the attention of one of the 
attendants to it would receive a 
pair of tickets. Stunt attracted at- 
tention. 

Jackson, Miss. 

District Manager Clarence Green- 
blatt promoted a $300 radio to be 
given away to the patron holding 
the lucky number at the June show- 
ing of “Big Pond.” Hundreds of 
heralds describing radio and nature 
or tie-up were distributed well in 
advance in a house-to-house can- 
vass as well as at the store of the 


donor. Coupons were given to 
patrons to fill in name, address, 
Have you a radio? What make? 


How old is your radio? ete. 

Slight cost to house. 

Denver. 

A paint job on a new Graham- 
Paige was ruined as a result of the 
exploitation put on for “Shadow of 
the Law” by the Denver theatre. 
The car was completely covered 
with white cloth so that the driver 
could see out, but natives could not 
See into the car. The car was driven 
through traffic and folks surely did 


scatter when they looked at the 
ghost car. Signs on it proclaimed 
“You Are in the Shadow of the 
Law.” The car was taken to one 


of the parks on a busy day and left 
Standing for awhile. People climbed 
all over the bus trying to get a 
peek inside, necessitating a new 
paint job on the car. Plenty of at- 
tention. 


Denver. 


After booking “The Divorcee” at 
the Denver, Selby Carr, publicity 
director, got the names of all the 
divorcees he could and sent them a 
letter calling attention to the show- 
ing. Five thousand divorce peti- 
tions were printed and served. 


They were made to look as real as 
possible and quite a few of the re- 
cipients got a shiver out of them. 
lhe last line called attention to the 
picture and said the case would be 
heerd at the Denver theatre. 

In a tieup with a candy com- 
pany a single candy kiss was placed 


in an envelope and the caption 
Said it was a kiss from Norma 
Shearer. Personals were used and 


they attracted attention. Letters in 
facsimile handwriting were rrinted 
and mailed to men from “The Di- 
vorcee.” Friend wife was suspicious 
until the letter was opened to the 
third page where the announcement 
Was carried, 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Joe Lee, the old doctor of R-K-O 
Sick ‘uns, has his M.D. high 
pressure running on all cylinders 
on a b.o. lure, 
‘ It is being pulled simultaneously 
P. the Bushwick, Greenpoint and 
rospect, Starting Friday (11) and 
continuing until July 28. Doc is 
fiving away a live baby, which, ac- 
ee to a newspaper ad, is in 
ve wanted columns, to-wit: “Who 
wants a baby free? A beautiful 


baby, two months old, in perfect 
health, with blue eyes, offered to 
some family who can provide and 
care for it. Child is white. Reason: 
The family has mors than it can 
take care of at present. Ask for 
the house manager. All information 
strictly confidential.” 

Merchants have shown willing- 
ness to give baby carriages and 
little things that a baby should 
wear, etc. 

Doc’s secret comes out July 28, 
when the baby, all dressed up, is 
presented, 


New York City. 

Tom Gerety, of Metro home office, 
has gotten out a neat booklet on 
his company’s” shorts’ program. 
Title is “Shorts Heard Around the 
World,” and the “r” in the word 
“shorts” is crimsoned to emphasize 
the intent of the phrase. It has 
a summary of shorts production, a 
graphic description on distribution 
increase, an essay on exploitation 
and a list of M-G-M exchanges. 

Runs to about 60 pages with a 
cardboard cover. Illustrations in 
vivid modernistic coloring spot 
every page and even the type. 


Chattanooga, Tenn. 

During the three days’ showing 
of “Young Man of Manhattan,” 
Clint E. Lake, manager, used a golf 
putting stunt in the lobby of the 
Publix-Tivoli. Walter Hagen re- 
cently presented the theatre with a 
Scanlon Putt and Punch rug. Rug 
has several hotes in the center to 
permit the receiving of golf balls, 
with each hole numbered. Lake de- 
cided to give this rug to the patron 
getting the largest score in putting 
five balls into the holes in the rug. 
Attendants kept score. Each patron 
had to show a ticket stub before 
trying. 


Shreveport, La. 
A. Brown Parkes, manager of the 


Publix-Strand, had an _ old-time 
stage coach driven through the 
streets of the town to boost ‘“‘Border 


Legion.” Had an old man made up 
in a western outfit driving the coach, 
while inside was a young girl in 
old-time garb. 30y dressed as a 


cowboy accompanied the girl. An 
old-time trunk was placed in the 


rear of the coach and rifles placed 
beside the old man and the boy. 


Mobile, Ala. 

The “living billboard” sign was 
revived by the Publix-Lyric, in con- 
nection with “Show Girl.” Stunt 
consisted of a background of com- 
poboard about the size of a 24-sheet, 
just above the marquee. Poster 
cut-outs of Alice White in a bathing 
suit were used on the board, to- 
gether with copy announcing the 
picture, theatre and play dates. 

At noon time, a drape was placed 
over the board and four girls in 
bathing suits were placed behind it. 
Then the drape was drawn and the 
girls remained in a posing position 
while a portable victrola played. 


Texarkana, Tex. 
While “The Flirting Widow” was 
playing at the Publix-Strand, Man- 
ager Edgar Simonis distributed 1,000 
sheets giving the effect they had 
been taken from a telephone memo 


pad. Upper left hand corner of the 
memo sheet also showed a tele- 
phone. Copy written on the sheet 
was “The Flirting Widow called 
while you were out—she said call 
her at 944.’ Message wasn’t much, 
but it aroused a certain amout of 


curiosity that had to be satisfied by 
250 persons who called the number, 
which was the theatre’s telephone 
number, and were told all about the 
picture, theatre and play dates. 
Cedar Rapids, Ia. 

Because Will Rogers is conceded 
to be the original chewing gum 
comic, L. B. Davidson passed out 
6,000 sticks of gum to advertise 
Roger's “So This Is London” at the 
Publix-Paramount. Tie-up was ef- 
fected gratis with the Beech Nut 
Gum. Special die-cut cards were 
printed and each stick of gum was 
inserted in one of the cards. Copy 
read: “A refreshing reminder from 
Will Rogers (the original Chewing 
Gum Comic) that his greatest laugh 
producing comedy is ‘So This Is 
London’,” ete. Cards were distribu- 
ted to patrons as they left the thea- 
tre one week before its opening. 


Lincoln, Neb. 

Rowan Miller, district advertising 
manager of the Publix theatres in 
Nebraska, used “Byrd at the Pole” 
for state-wide newspaper _ stuff. 
Miller planted a special showing for 
the film at the home of Governor 
Weaver in Lincoln, Neb. ERPI co- 
operated with a portable sound out- 
fit. Associated Press, United Press 
and other news agencies sent out 
special stories on the picture. 


Dayton, O. 

Ernest C. Austgen, manager of 
Loew’s, negotiated a tie-up with 
the local “Herald” for “Richest 
Man in the World.” It received 
seven days’ consecutive exploitation 
in the classified ads gratis. On the 
ad page were the rules of the con- 
test. Readers were to locate as 
much money as possible in the vari- 


ous ads and the 10 highest each 
day would be awarded one ticket 
to the theatre. 

Amongst the ads were printed the 
various sums in the following man- 
ner “Loew’s-Herald contest, $80."’ 

Austgen also hooked up with the 
Union Trust Co. and for the first 
time its window space was used for 
theatre exploitation. A large bag of 
money was placed in the center of 
the window. Passers-by were asked 
to guess the sum it contained and 
leave it with the bank attendants, 
Winners were awarded free tickets. 

No cost. 


Albany, N. Y. 

Strand theatre recently conducted 
a baby contest in hookup with 
“Times-Union,” local daily, for the 
healthiest baby in the city. The 
contest ran two weeks and the 
theatre received plenty of publicity 
with photo layouts and daily stories. 
Contest was 100% better than an- 
ticipated. 

Theatre also hooked up with local 
merchants for prizes and used ad- 
ditional advertising space in a 
double truck ad with them. 

Stunt cost the house about $500, 
which went mostly for additional 
advertising space. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 

One of the saddest of all exploi- 
tation stunts in this city was the 
R-K-O Keith local General Electric 
refrigerator contest. Not only did 
it fail to help at the box office, but 
the number of letters received did 
not go above 100. This in spite of 
the use of newspaper display space, 
trailers, etc. 

Which warrants two conclusions, 
local showmen believe; first, that 
theatregoers are not interested in 
commercial tie-ups; secondly, that 
a contest which demands the writ- 
ing of a letter is so much wasted 
effort. 


New York City. 

R-K-O is capitalizing on the pub- 
lic interest in Rear Admiral Richard 
E. Byrd and Major Charles Kings- 
ford-Smith. Centering the stunts 
at the New York Palace, lobby is 
displaying one of original 
Wright whirlwind motors that went 
over the South Pole, while Friday 
night (27) Major Kingsford-Smith 
and his crew were guests of the 
theatre through invitation of Hiram 
S. Brown. 


Paltimore. 

A new stunt locally in theatre 
publicity is being pulled by the 
Schanbergers, owners and operators 
of Station WCBM “The Voice of 
Keiths.” Leonard B. McLaughlin, 
manager of their Maryland Theatre, 
is giving a series of weekly talks on 
“Plays and Pictures Coming to 
3altimore,”’ plugging future attrac- 
tions at Maryland, Auditorium and 
Keith Theatres. His pet subject 
just now is the legit subscription 
season for the Maryland next sea- 
son. 


Providence. 
Elaborate exploitation by R-K-O 
Albee for Eddie Dowling, who 
headed the variety bill. Harry 
Storin, house manager, arranged 
automobile parade with red flare 
night before opening. Autos carried 
State and city officials through 

town where Eddie is well known. 
Also Storin arranged for special 
nights with various fraternal orders 
taking block of seats. Stunt helped 


biz. 
Milwaukee. 
The Strand, Fox, for the Byrd 
film, tied up with 175 A. & P. 


stores for window showing. Wal- 
green’s drug stores specialized in 
South Pole Delights on their frozen 
sweets menu. 

Milwaukee “Journal,” ordinarily 
refusing to play with the theatres 
to any extent on publicity, came 
across with a cutout contest that 
brought plenty of answers with 
passes for the winners. Total cost 
to house 150 free tickets. 


Seattle. 

Dave Himelhoch, manager of 
Coliseum (Fox), preceding Pike 
street Mardi Gras celebrating open- 
ing of newly paved improvements, 
served breakfast on the sidewalk in 
front of theatre, to 400 local busi- 
ness men, members of Olympic 
breakfast club. Kathryn Beasley, 
organist, and other’ entertainers, 
inside theatre, completed the unique 
affair, which broke for pictures and 
publicity in the daily press. 


Toledo. 

Yellow tags, just like those the 
cops tie on cars parked too long, 
placed in autos downtown, bearing 
“You're ‘Born Reckless’,” used by 
State in building up for “Born 
Reckless” (Fox). Several store 
window displays used, and tieup 
with libraries, bookmarks calling 
attention to novel, “Louis Beretti,” 
from which film was made. 


Seattle. 

Biggest ballyhoo ever put over for 
any stage show promoted by Ted 
Champion, new advertising mana- 
ger, was for “Box o’ Candy” Idea, 
Fanchon & Marco’s. Got page of 
stories and co-operative advertising 
in “Times” and “Post Intelligen- 
cer” in addition to 18 window dis- 
plays downtown in confectionery 
stores; many in other parts of town, 


Behind the Keys 


Moundsville, W. Va. 
Grand Theatre Building was sold 
for $50,000 at auction. Purchased 
by Standard Life Insurance Co. of 
Pittsburgh. Sale to satisfy deed of 
trust held by People’s Trust, Pitts- 
burgh, 


Binghamton, N. Y. 

Theatre being erected on the site 
of the old Stone Opera house by 
Kornblite & Cohen has been named 
Riviera, despite rumors it would be 
made the Publix house here as a 
result of Paramount's recent pur- 
chase of an interest in the K, & C. 
chain. 


Steubenville, O. 
When the two Warner theatres, 
Capitol and Olympic, opened Sun- 
day, arrests were made for the sec- 
ond consecutive Sunday. Money 
was refunded. No move at retali- 


Firms Mushroom 
For Miniature Courses 


Hollywood, July 8. 

These miniature golf courses are 
making property owners happier 
about owning real estate, as well as 
giving this finance-ridden section a 
new source of heavy percent. In 
three months the craze for putting a 
golf ball has transformed plots of 
weed covered ground, left over from 
the apartment house and gas sta- 
tion flurries, into neatly terraced 
hills and dales, with Scotch names 
and box offices whose cash registers 
are very busy. 

A complete system for the promo- 
tion of these miniature links has 
sprung up along with them, like the 
camp-followers of the gold rush. 
Standing side by side with the di- 
minutive courses are the Miniature 
Golf Course Finance Associations. 
Because a few promoters tried and 
found it profitable, an army of hope- 
fuls have followed. Today’s vacant 
lot is tomorrow's midget links. 

The end is family goes to the 
miniature courses at night. The 
way they used to go to pictures. 
Children play as well as grandpar- 
ents. The shrewder promoters do 
all they can to give the illusion of 
a country club. They provide bright 
awnings and porch chairs for the 
weary. The customers respond by 
arriving in knickers. 

Galleries are encouraged for the 
miniature golf player is not discon- 
certed, he likes people to see how 
good he is. The more watchers the 
more prospective customers. Par- 
ents can think of no objection when 
Junior wants 25 cents for golf. 


“Whoopee,” Pre-Viewed, 
Running About 9,000 Ft. 


Hollywood, July 8. 

“Whoopee,” Eddie Cantor's pic- 
ture for Sam Goldwyn, was quietly 
pre-viewed in San Diego last week. 
Nobody, not even the usual United 
Artists mob, knew when or where. 

Picture is in 9,000 feet, which will 
be approximately the release length. 
Thrée minor cuts were decided 
upon, 

The Cantors remain, west until 
September when leaving for San 
I'rancisco, Kansas City, Chicago 
and New York to make personal 
appearances at one performance 
only with the picture. 

His appearance for Fox 
Coast is held in abeyance 
discretion of the comic. 


West 
at the 


and free pub through gals with slight 
clothing, visiting candy factories, 
causing talk, comment and plugs for 
the stage show. Feature picture, at 
time “Cheer Up and Smile,” (Fox), 
with no draw. 3allyhoo the stage 
show instead. Cost house $60 ad 
in “Times” and $40 in “P. I.” Weigh- 
ing the gals in unit at Toledo scales, 
registering so many pounds of 
“sweetness” got good press stories. 
Sight seeing car used to take gals 
to candy factories attracted further. 


Los Angeles. 

Fox West Coast is using main 
road sign posts leading to the 
Carthay Circle theatre by spotting 
neon signs on the same posts an- 
nouncing the current attraction 
playing at this theatre. 

This not only gets attention of 
natives, but also is a tip to visiting 
tourists, 


Denver. 
Denver theatre has its advertise- 
ments on the score cards of 25 mini- 
ature golf courses. Pass to low 
scorers. 


ation against other Sunday bust- 
nesses taken, despite rumors thag@ 
100 affidavits had been prepared. 
Officials decided upon another 
plan following failure of the grand 
jury of last week to indict after the 
first arrests. Instead, a new Ohig 
law will be invoked in Jefferson 
county for the first time. Under it 
an information will be filed and the 
accused taken directly before a 
petit jury for trial without the fore 
mality of indictment. The pro- 
cedure is similar to that under 
which liquor cases are handled in 
the United States district court. 


Oxford, N. Y. 

This village having failed to obe 
tain a private theatre through ad- 
vertising has called in an architect 
to draw plans for a show house to 
be erected by the village. Walton, 
N. Y., recently advertised for a the- 
atre and Bill Smalley answered the 
ad. He has remodelled the old Wal- 
ton and installed sound, 


Asbury Park. 
Paramount, Asbury Park, Pare 
Publix’s newest theatre, will open 
Friday (11). House all sound, 


Rochester. 

Supreme Court, Equity branch, 
heard arguments last week in fore- 
closure proceedings involving the 
Madison, second largest neighbor- 
hood house. Action brought by 
Joseph J. Welch, holder of a $119,000 
mortgage, against the Tismer The- 
atre Corp., the Rochester Madison 
theatre, Redfield Tomlinson and 
Chester Fenyvessy. 

This action followed Tomlinson’s 
foreclosure on a $200,000 mortgage 
on the real estate. He claimed all 
property in the theatre, while Welch 
alleged his mortgage covers specifie 
personalty, including seats, equipe 
ment and organ. The organ, ine 
stalled by the Wurlitzer Corp., ia 
not paid fer, the action showed. 

Supreme Court Justice Marsh N. 
Taylor will decide the case. 

The Fenyvessy brothers, who 
operate the Strand and Family 
downtown, recently took over the 
Madison, running pictures’ there 
simultaneously with the Strand, 


Chicago. 

John Weigler has been appointed 
city manager in charge of Edwards- 
ville and Wood River, Ill., for Pub- 
lix-Great States. M. E. Remley re- 
signed as city manager at Marion, 
Ind., for Publix. Replaced by W. E. 
Bail, formerly house manager at the 
Palace, Gary. 


Muncie, Ind. 

Publix-Great States has taken 
over three more houses in this ter- 
ritory. Assume full charge of the 
Vysor Grand in Muncie, Ind. Gain 
control of two Illinois towns by 
taking the Wildey in Edwardsville 
and the Wood River in Wood River. 


Fremont, O. 
Probate court has confirmed sale 
of one of four lots sought by Par- 
Publix for new theatre here. No 
opposition to rest expected. 


Waco, Tex. 

Making third Publix hold-up in 
Texas past two months, a gunman 
walked into the office of J. P. Har- 
rison, manager of Waco houses, and 
took $650. 

Harrison and his stenog. were 
checking receipts at night when 
they heard a knock on the door. The 
girl, thinking it her brother, opened 
the door without asking for name, 
precaution recently ordered in Texas 
Publix offices. Hijacker forced Har- 
rison to open the safe, took $650 in 
currency, but threw aside several 
bags containing $300 in silver. He 
then put Harrison on his word of 
honor to wait 10 minutes before 
giving the alarm and calmly walked 
out through the lobby. 

Job was almost identical with one 
at Houston only week before at the 
Metropolitan, also Publix. 

Cops think it’s work of gang fig- 
uring in series of theatre stick-ups 
throughout Texas for the past two 
years, 

Portland, Ore. 

Conrad Holmes, formerly in Flor- 
ida for Publix, now manager of 
tLis district. 

Milwaukee. 

Fred Meyer, formerly Universal's 
head in Milwaukee, is an executive 
for Warner Brothers, in New York 


Nevada, Ia. 
The Palace bought by Circle 
Amusement Co, from W. P. Gross<- 
man, 


Danville, IL 
The Terrace and Lincoln theatreg, 
both operated by* Paramount-Pube 
lix, have closed fur the summer, ree 
opening about Labor Day. Lincoln 
recently purchased by Publix. 


Forest City, Ia. 

Voters of this town are weakene 
ing, but are still unconvinced that 
they want Sunday shows. A re- 
cent special election—third one held 
for same purpose—refused to au-« 
thorize repeal of the ordinance for- 
bidding Sunday shows by a vote of 


1405 to 


395. 
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Comparative Grosses for June 


(Continued from page 10) 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Golf and Pictures 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Those trick golf courses are 
starting to eat each other up. 
The competition is terrific. 
It's so strong that the pro- 


Dr. DeForest’s 10% Salary Contract 
May Not Be Renewed by Schlesinger 


WAR- “ “kK; novel sidelights, whic Be 
FIELD Fronts wins of — ‘mean that it’s only a question age WSs s or 
High. .$48,009 $13,000 $19,000 $18,000 of a short while when free acts ° T B 0 9 ° h R K-0 
Low... 8,200) (4th week) will be booked as an attend- exan eo Ve S$ wit 2 
in “Shadow of “Numbered ance aid against the opposi- 

; umbers” Law” Men” tion. Gi Ed f om P bli 
rite. Conese $15,500 $18,000 $17,000 Meanwhile, the theatres are ven ge r u C 

“Border order bi Te iniature links 
Legion” Legion” Byrd” the street Dallas, July 8. 
ST. FRAN- | “Across the “Big “Big | Some of the a eon iio Texas, Frank Starz, p. a. for R-K-O 
cis World” Pond” Pond out that the craze is similar to Southern (Interstate), plugged daily 
High. .$23,300 $8,000 $10,000 the early days of the picture Dat 
Low... 3,000! (2d week) (ist week) (3rd_week)_ industry, if on a smaller scale, ads for tne four 

EMBASSY “Man from. “Courage” “White in that pictures cost a lot of las, Ft. Worth, San Antonio, and 
High. .$24,300| Blankley’s” $8,000 Cargo people plenty of money when Houston with the gag “only stage 
Low... 6,500 $7,000 ste they all rushed to get in on the show in town.” Now with Publix 

(2d_week) __(2d_ week) _ new amusement. At least the stage shows back, Starz still insists 
KANSAS CITY theatre boys would like that of by 
simile to get around, plugging ad copy “only g me 
vodvil show.” 
June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28 Starz merely takes advantage of 
MAIN “Weddina “Offi Midnight “Born C Co M H d psychological situation as, with 

STREET ings” O’Brien” Mystery” Reckless” asey , ast gr., € Publix and R-K-O having monopoly 
High. . $32,000 $15,500 $26,000 $17,000 $17,200 ; For Alleged Bank Fraud of vaude in state, there is constant 
Low... 8,000 Vaude comparison on part of public, 

LOEW’S “Caught “Florodora” “Gay “Romantic slightly in favor of R-K-O due to 
$15,300 old Keith-Orpheum franchise held 

igh. .$35, 26,2 2, 

Low... 10,000| Stage Show (6 days) San Franciso, July 8. 
PAN- “On the “So This Is “So This is William J. Casey, manager of the | are principal b. o. cards in Texas. 
” 
Low... 5,000 week) (2d week) | ture house here, was _ arrested, 
new “Mammy” ac phe Fears in eee of | charged with two other men, of em- STANLEY SIDESTEPPED 
M $14,300 olida umbers aw ‘ 
High . $33,000 $16,900 $13,300 $14,100 bezzling $500 from the Bank of NG 
Italy. BYRD FILM SHOWI 
Casey’s bail was set at $5,000. He 
SEATTLE has been in jail since his arrest. 
According to the police, Casey Pittsburgh, July 8. 
June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28 After ballyhooing “Byrd’ at the 
PARKA- “Bi “Trus t “Safety in “Bad : » 

Nowy” One” of the bank employees is alleged to Pole” for days in advance, Stanley, 
High. .$26,000 $13,300 $13,200 $13,600 $12,400 have entered the bogus checks cash- | downtown, suddenly erage = 
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Low... 8,500 . grosses drifted in from other sec- 
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High. .$32,000 Women” Guy” Widow” Mystery” Pathe Exchange in favor of Mar- a : 
Low... 6,500 $11,800 $10,200 $10,400 $12,000 garet Bray, the Bray Pictures Corp., ° 
Vaude and J. R. Bray, for $21,697 on the I. A. Withholds Bond 
verdict of a jury in the suit by the 
Pathe Exchange for $8,690 on notes A al W 
WASHINGTON Pathe pproval for Warners 
June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28 

contracted to pay the cost and dis-| The JI. A. has informed local 
High. .$19,000 $12,100 $9,200 $10,000 $8,800 tribute the feature film, “Romance |unions that it does not approve of 
Low... 5,500) (2d week) | (3rd week) of the Colorado,” but refused to do the execution and filing of fidelity 
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Low... 6,009 $16,500 $11,300 $10,500 $7,900 was represented by the notes sued | out its circuit. 

Stage Show on. The application for a fidelity bond 

_ FOX “Arizona “Follies of “On tne “So This Is The Cinema Finance Corp. re- | were asked to be filed and returned 
High. .$41,500 cently collected $120,000 and inter-|to the local managements. The 
Low... $20,9 est from Pathe on a loan to the} union men were uncertain as to 
WBcide oF Social Bray Pictures for the cost of mak- | whether it was proper, according 

POLITAN $14,000 mre San Regiment” Lion” ing the film. to their local connections. 
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Low... 5,000 
PALACE | “iGan ot “Texan” ~“Devil’s ““Florodora” 
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“West “West “Lost uy 
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yg - +400 (ist week) (2d week) MUSIC Western Western “Courage” “Ladies of 
All Sound Hi a om Front” Front” $4,500 Leisure” 

RIALTO “Texan” | “Caught “Arizona “This Is $6,900 $4,000 

4 Low... 4,000) (2d week) (3rd week) 

High.. $8,500 $4,400 Short” Kid London | | 
Low... 2,000] All Sound $4,600 $3,700 $4,800 UNITED Laay ot Lady of Big “Big 
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The inside has it that the posj. 
tion of Dr. Lee DeForest in the new 
G.T.P. setup gets a bit of the pre. 
carious. DeForest’s contract soon 
running out may not be renewed by 
Mr. Schlesinger. At least so fap 
nothing towards affecting a new 
term of salary interest for the doc. 
tor has been evident from Genera] 
Talking Pictures. 

DeForest is in on 10% of the 
profits and an annual salary of 
$18,000. His present contract calls 
for an option in favor of Genera] 
Talking Pictures. The company 
netted $900,000 last year, which 
means about $90,000 for the doctor 
on that basis in addition to his 
salary. 

Altogether it marks more or less 
a peculiar situation not at all un- 
known in the patent biz. Inventors 
are known for their thorough ig- 
norance of the first laws of busi- 
ness. Few if ever reach into the 
final break in the success of their 
brain childs. 


Like Other Geniuses 


There are probably 100 patents 
carrying the name of DeForest but 
so far as is known he only re- 
ceived nominal sums for them. De- 
spite he was battling W.E. in the 


Wilmington suit, the doctor was a | 


consultant for that company and 
also for General Electric, on im- 
portant matters of sound and light, 
But like all geniuses he knows little 
of the real value of money and 
though he often received large 
sums for his inventions and dis- 
coveries, DeForest’s personal for- 
tune is quite small, from accounts, 

The Reis patent which has spiral- 
ed G.T.P. into a place of prominence 
was bought by Dr. Lee DeForest 
and acquired by G.T.P. through 
purchase of the DeForest Phono- 
film Corp. 

The DeForest company directors 
had to be given a long time to be 
convinced of the value of the Reis 
patent at that time. When first 
approached they iurned it down. 
But Dr. DeForest as virtual head of 
the company insisted upon its pur- 
chase and the directors finally ca- 
pitulated after several weeks. 

Now that the W.E. suit has been 
tried with the Dr. testifying for 
Schlesinger, and the appeals to be 
weighed upon the records only, the 
doctor may be left flat on the lot. 


Dr. DeForest on Coast 
Hollywood, July 8. 

Dr. Lee DeForest, now visiting 
here, returns to New York next 
week. He will return here in about 
six months, with the idea of ese 
tablishing his own research labe 
oratory and remaining on the coast 
indefinitely. 


3-A-DAY NOW AT 
FISCHER’S, DETROIT 


Detroit, July 8. 

Fisher local Publix-Kunsky De- 
luxe neighborhood house in land- 
mark Fisher bldg., is chopping to 
three a day. 

House has been playing four @ 
day with seat sale starting at 11.30 
a.m. New opening hour 1.30. 


Bretherton on Par Shorts 


In line with a policy of building 
up the shorts, Paramount's New 
York studio has added Howard 
Bretherton as director. Bretherton 
has been directing features for 
Warners on the coast. 

His first Paramount assignment 
is “Beautiful But Dumb,” with Mary 
Carney, -.elen Tucker, Aileen Cook, 
Muriel Campbell, Virginia Fairfax, 
Margie Evans, Elda Boekel and 
Helene Grant. 

Three Swifts and Dudley Hawley 
made “Be Patient” for Paramount, 
under Norman Taurog’s direction. 


Lease Runs Off—Shut 


Lexington, Ky., July 8. 
Orpheum, pioneer film house 18 
years old, has closed and quit be- 
cause J. H. Stamper, owner, ws 
unable to find a new location. 
Corner site occupied by house was 
leased to-chain drug store. 
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The greatest 
picture that 
has come to 
the talking 
screen! 


That's the verdict of the New 
York critics ofter reviewing 
HOLIDAY at the Rivoli The- 
atre. They dusted off their 
vocabulary and polished up 
a new set of superlatives to 
acclaim this as the outstand- 


ing sensation of the season. 


YORK 


IRENE THIRER—N.Y. DAILY NEWS—(Rates four stars) +++« 


“One of the year’s best ten.... It starts off with a shea saan lets 
uP at all.” 


QUINN MARTIN—N. Y. WORLD 
“‘Holiday’ is one talking motion picture which | would be proud to 
have produced.” 


REGINA CREWE—N.Y. AMERICAN 


“The picture has every element of audience appeal. The dialogue is 
the best thus far heard in the talkies.” 


GEORGE GERHARD—N.Y. EVENING WORLD 

“When along about Thanksgiving time, students of the cinema begin 
selecting the ten best pictures of the year, you can expect to see a 
preponderant majority of them set down ‘Holiday’ in first, second 
or third place. This is a screen play which you just can’t miss.” 


JULIA SHAWELL—N. Y. GRAPHIC 
“‘Holiday’ is one stage contribution which enriches the current motion 
picture season.” 


THORNTON DELEHANTY—N. Y. POST 
“‘Holiday’ is the kind of picture that no civilized person has the 
right to miss.” 


ROBERT GARLAND—N. Y. TELEGRAM 


“Knowing nothing about talking pictures, but knowing what I like, 
I like the talking picture version of Mr. Philip Barry’s ‘Holiday’ very 
much indeed ... I’m certain you'll enjoy it.” 


off 
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Capitol Theatre, N.Y. 
Cheers his first 
Talking picture 


THE TALKIE NEW YORK! 


“Not a fan should miss the experience of hearing the 


Chaney voice -vv.mmr Another money hit from the outfit 


“Consider asia reproved, Mr. Chaney, for not 


revealing your splendid talkie talents Lene as that brings you ee Caught Short”, 99 


“Of all players affected by the talkies Mr. Chaney has 
benefitted mos” Jivorcee”, “Big House” and a flock 


“With the exception of Garbo no celebrity of silent. 


days has emerged with better advantage i - bay wl 4 more coming! 


THE FAVORITE NOW—AND 1930-1931 
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Ducking Musicals and 
For Comedies, L. A. Neighborhood 
Customers Stil Provide Profits 


. Los Angeles, July 8. |Coast Zoning Committee 


The presert lull in both legit and 
picture business seems to a cer- 
tain extent to have skipped the 


local picture houses. While it is 
admitted that business is off and 
that the large de lu. houses are 
hit rather hard, the general run of 
neighborhood and small houses are 
reporting business not far from 
normal. 

Fox West Coast claims its busi- 
ness is about the same as last.year. 
Of the 180 theatres in Los Angeles, 
W. C. operates 60, Other operators 
are equally as cheerful. 

Local picture salesmen returning 
from national conventions state 
according to reports at the con- 
ventions, coast theatres are least 
effected by the existing business 
slump. 

As compared with other cities, 
L. A. is in a fortunate condition in 
not being overseated. The seating 
capacity here runs around 144,000 
for a population close to 1,500,000. 

Circuits outside of West Coast 


(Continued on page 35) 


FAMOUS 


MEGLIN 
KIDDIES 


NEW HOME 
2203 Venice Bivd., Los Angeles 


AINSLEY 


LAMBERT 


DANCERS 


Now at Publix-Balaban & Katz 
Theatres 


ORIENTAL—GRANADA—MARBRO 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


Is Finally Chosen 


San Francisco, July 8. 


Harmony was none too evident at 
a meeting held in the rooms of the 
Allied Amusement Industries of 
California here last week to select 
a committee to draw up a revised 
zoning and release plan to apply to 
motion picture theatres. 


The first choice of a committee 
included Mergan Walsh, branch 
manager here for Warners; Grover 
C. Parsons, same for M-G-M and 
J. Patridge, same for Paramount. 
This brought an objection from the 
independent representatives’ that 
the committee was too much pro- 
ducers. To meet this protest Car- 
roll Nathan, independents, was ap- 
pointed. 


Representing the theatres A. M, 
Bowles, of Fox West; Louis Green- 
field; Ed Smith of Paramount-Pub- 
lix; Bob McNeill; Mike Naffee and 
Cc. C. Griffith, head of the M. P. 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
N. Calif. were chosen. Smith of the 
Publix-Paramount forces wanted 
more circuit representatives on the 
committee. As a compromise Cliff 
Work, manager of the R-K-O house 
here, was named. This brought an- 
other objection from the Independ- 
ents but they were finally quieted. 

Committee shortly will meet on 
the zoning matter. 


From W. B. to Loew’s 
Pittsburgh, July 8. 

Larry B. Jacobs, formerly ex- 
ploitation director for Warner 
Brothers here and lately doing ad- 
vance work on pictures for Tif- 
fany, Columbia and Universal, has 
been named “publicity head at 
Loew’s UA Penn. 

He succeeds F. Ralph Gervers, 
who resirned recently. 


RK-0 SPLITS UP FILM 
BUYING—LEVY HEADS 


Reorganization of R-K-O'’s pic- 

ture purchasing branch will occur 
this week, with the circuit film buy- 
ing staff split in two national di- 
visions, east and west. Jules Levy 
remains the head of R-K-O’s film 
buying. 
' Jack L. Levy, short subject buyer 
for the entire circuit, also becomes 
film booker for all houses west of 
Chicago. From Chicago east, ex- 
cepting New York City, Sam Lef- 
kowitz will supervise the buying. 
John O’Connor, Jules Levy’s assist- 
ant and formerly chief R-K-O film 
booker, will be the New York buyer. 
Fred Meyers has been named booker 
for all straight picture theatres in 
the east. 

Old R-K-O system of buying 
pictures nationally, with no special 
territorial heads, goes out with the 
changes. 


Nace, Publix, Ariz 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Harry L. Nace has been made 
Publix division manager for Ari- 
zona, succeeding C. B. Stiff, trans- 
ferred to Texas. Charlies Karr of 
Dallas becomes Arizona booker. 
Nace remained with Publix after 
Richards and Nace sold their cir- 
cuit to Publix. 


Selig’s “Chris Columbus” 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Col. William Selig intends to re- 
vive “Christopher Columbus,” made 
several years ago. 

D’Arcy Corrigan, playwright and 
actor, has been commissioned to 
write and direct dialog in both Eng- 
lish and Spanish for insertion in 
the revised version. 


Dog Serial 
Hollywood, July 8. 
“Rin-Tin-Tin,” former glorified 


canine of the Warner lot, 
states rights via serial route. 
Nat Levine is producing the all- 


goes 


barker at Tec-Art. 


Zoning Meetings Futile So Far; 


lil. Indie Exhib States Position 


Chicago, July 8. 

The Pettijohnn (Hays) committee 
on zoning protection has held more 
meetings and still nothing accom- 
plished... Plenty of talk but. every- 
thing in the air. The independent 
exhibs are sitting back, waiting. 
They dont expect anything to be 
kanded to them ona platter but are 
determined that what little they have 
at present shall not be taken away. 

As one representative exhibitor 
stated, “Independent exhibitors will 
refuse any protection scheme that 
wi-l reduce our present advantages, 
if any. We expect equal represen- 
tation on the standing committee 
wita this to be made clear in the 
new contract. 

“We exhibitors have considerable 


MARKS BROS. NOW DIV. 
MGRS. FOR WARNERS 


Chicago, July 8. 

Marks Bros., Louie and Mayer, 
who formerly owned the Marbro and 
Granada, Chicago neighborhooders, 
now the property of Publix, are as- 
sociated with Warner Bros. as dis- 
trict supervisors. 

Louis has charge of the New 
Jersey district, and Meyer super- 
vises the Ohio section, 


‘Angel’ at $1.50 Loges 


Hollywood, July 8. 
“Hell’s Angels” will play the War- 
field, San Francisco, and the Fox, 
Seattle, at $1.50 top for the loges. 
This is the only basis upon which 
Howard Hughes will release picture 
to Fox West Coast. 


Butterfield Closes One 


Geand Rapids, July 8. 
Isis theatre, Butterfield house 
here is closed for the summer. 


objection to the system in force at 
present of asking for credit reports 
by any one member of the film 
board. One of the devices of the 
credit committee is to stop the jug- 
gling of pictures, and fair minded 
exhibs cannot take offense against 
the distributors for trying to pre- 
vent the leaving of product on the 
shelf, but we can object to abuse of 
the credit ruies where an exhib who 
has tried to act fairly has been 
forced to refuse product, and is im- 
mediately given a CI (credit inad- 
equate) rating. 


In Other Days and Ways 

“When conditions were normal 
the exhibitior never worried about 
the film board activities. He had 
money and would kick in before 
shutting off product. Now he is 
short of cash and feels the pinch 
when the credit committee starts to 
hit when he is down.” 

Buying of pictures is the slowest 
on record at present. Most of the 
exhibs in town have enough product 
signed to keep their houses going 
until September and October, be- 
sides plenty of opportunity for spot 
booking. 

Exhibs are objecting strenuously, 
as ever, to block booking and are 
asking for a _ specific elimination 
clause. 


Talking Trailer 


UNIVERSAL’S 
STUPENDOUS MASTERPIECE 


“ALL QUIET ON THE 
WESTERN FRONT” 


1s A KNOCKOUT 
NOW AVAILABLE 


National Screen Service 


New York—126 W. 46th S¢. 
Chicago—810 8. Wabash 
Tos Angeles—1922 8. Vermont 


In Memori 


ortiam 


JOHN GRIFFITH 


July 15, 1929 
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Susie of Arbitration and 
Zoning Problem May Slow Up 
Ratification of 5-5-5 Contract 


If zoning argument can be clear- 
ed, there is the eventuality that the 
film industry may be working under 
a new form contract within the next 
fortnight. The 5-5-5 confab after 
a three-day session in Atlantic City 
had smoothed everything but that 
point. It was left open for future 
discussion. 

While figuratively zoning is just 
an argument taken on the true and 
literal, there’s an aroma of plenty 
politics. The big whiff coming from 
the way of the Allied States (indie), 
but with an edge on the distribs and 
the Hays outfit, too. 

Sizes up like a question of home 
rule. Back of the entire matter is 
spiked two setups, one of which 
would spot the zoning stuff under 
supervision, in theory if not in fact, 
of the Hays organization through 
the film boards of trade. The other, 
as handed out by Allied, would mean 
a central zoning committee with 


COSTUMES 
FOR HIRE 


PRODUCTIONS 
EXPLOITATIONS 


PRESENTATIONS 


more or less permanent powers and 
jobs. Jobs mean salaries, 

That's. something to consider for 
bet fhe exhib and the distrib be- 
fum® any uniform contract can be 
rated. Confab agreed for a 120- 
day maximum protection berth on 
picture availability. Meaning of 
course, 90 and 30. If the home rule 
zoning arguments stand, the pro- 
tection is set up to run a maxi- 
mum of about 175 days or six 
months, 

On the surface and taking this 
latter item separately looks not so 
tough. But on the in from an exhib 
outlook that 120 days clause means 
protection as well as availability it 
means argument, 


Technically the 120 days @means 
the area of time in which a first 
run may avail himself to set a pic- 
ture playdate. He can do this up 
the 120th day. Under the Hays 
zoning plan the distribution of pic- 
tures running to 175 days will really 
make the availability so far as the 
small-time exhib goes to 295 days 
maximum. He must add the days 
allowed in the zoning plan for dis- 
tribution as well as the 120 days of 
grace still open under the contract. 
Taking it down the line the com- 
have not a strong representation 

(Continued on page 56) 


STAN 
KAVANAGH 


Making Bigger and 
Better Laughs 


HEADING 
McDermott’s Publix Unit 
“SPORTLAND” 


PARAMOUNT 
NEW YORK 


NOW 


Booked by 


NAT KALCHEIM 
Wm. Morris Agency 


And How! 


Public campaign against 
daylight saving has started. 
First exploitation is a 24-sheet 
appealing to Coast vanity. 
Sign reads: 

“In advocating daylight sav- 
ing, California tells the world 
that she has not enough of that 
glorious sunshine which she is 
continually advertising.” 


ZONING OF :1ILWAUKEE 
CAN’T GET STARTED 


Milwaukee, July 8. 


The zoning committee called by 
Cc. C. Pettijohn to work out some 
protecting scheme for Milwaukee 
and vicinity, has been. holding 
meeting after meeting, but they are 
as far from a solution as ever. 


$15,000 STAGE SHOW 
WHEN IN OPPOSITION 


Cut scale talk having spread, cir- 
cuits are having trouble’ spot- 
ting ambitious managers feel- 
ing the downward trek in prices. 
Fox recently had to alter a cut or- 
dered by an executive in Washing- 
ton. Latest orders from Publix say 
that David Chatkin must be con- 
sulted before a cut is made. 

In two or three spots, Loew’s is 
advertising big on lowered rates 
already. Only advertising on the 
kid angle in a big way so far is 
from Publix. It’s in Chicago where 
B. & K. has thrown out a big ad 
calling specially on school kids. 
An idea of how much Paramount 
is spending in Brooklyn where Fox, 
Loew’s and R-K-O offer competi- 
tion, is given the current week. 
Buddy Rogers is making a personal 
appearance at $6,500 per; Rudy Val- 
lee and his band, on contract, calls 
for $4,300 per; the stage show runs 
to $3,500; which gives a stage show 
overhead alone of about $15,000 or 
maybe more. 


Milwaukee Police Want 
To Catch Bomb-Throwers 


Milwaukee, July 8. 


That the local police are deter- 
mined to put an end to the bombing 
of theatres is evidenced by the fact 
that Chief Laubenheimer has or- 
dered all off days cancelled for the 
detective bureau until the guilty 
ones are brought to headquarters. 

The activity on the part of the 
police resulted from a conference 
between G. C. Kalkhoff, business 
manager of the Motion Picture Ope- 
rators Union and the police. The 


union is appropriating a sum of 
money for an investigation of its 
own. The Studio, neighborhood 


house, was the third theatre bombed 
in a month. 

District Attorney Bowman will 
ask for the maximum sentence for 
the bomb throwers when appre- 
hended. 


2 New Houses on Top of 
Latest Census for Hammond 


Hammond, Ind., July &. 

When the census figures came out 
last month, showing the surprising 
growth of the burg, R. Levine and 
L. C. Hess immediately drew plans 
for the erection of two theatres 
on the main stem, at Calumet and 
Carroll avenues. 

With the new Paramount, 
will give this 
town 10 houses. 


they 
75,000-population 


21 Minn, Indie Houses Going Open 
Shop This Wk.—Locking Out Unions 


Minngapolis, July 8. 
is on between local 
independent theatre owners . and 
union operators. The 21 largest 
indie houses here are scheduled to 
go open shop this week when non- 
union operators will be placed in 
the booths. 

Flat refusal on the union’s part 

to withdraw one of the two oper- 
ators required in the booths under 
a contract signed last September 
has precipitated the clash. Vain 
conferences were held between the 
opposinr ; forces in an effort to reach 
a compromise last week. 
Operators were willing to accept 
a 15% reduction in wages providing 
two men would be kept in the 
booths. The theatre owners came 
back with a proposal to retain the 
two men if the unions would accept 
a 50% slash in stipends. 

“We'd be willing to pay the union 
scale and keep the two men, but 
business conditions are such that 
we can't afford to do this,” said 
Henry P. Greene of the theatre 
owners. “We can get along nicely 
with one man in the booth.” 

Union scale is $45 for four kours’ 
work seven nights a week and a 
Sunday matinee. Overtime is double. 
One man ean do the work easily, 
according to the theatre owners. 

Contract Expires Sept. 1 
It is Mr. Berglund’s further con- 


STAGE SHOWS FOR 2 
WKS. AT WB’S HOUSES 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Around $55,000 will be spent by 
Warners remodeling the stage of 
their downtown theatre. House will 
Play new stage unit every two 
weeks. 

Units may go to other coast 
houses after local showing but, if 
so will be shaved from pretentious 
scale for Hollywood and Downtown. 

Previous report of going to Fres- 
no and Santa Barbara incorrect. 

First stage unit costing around 
$8,000 jumped the Hollywood to 
around $17,000. 


Stole to Pay Bills 


San Francisco, July 8. 

Surrendering here, Manny Castle, 
accused of stealing $1,144 from the 
National Theatre, picture house, 
in Marysville, was lodged in jail in 
that town last week, 

Castle still had $700 in his pos- 
session. He explained that the 
balance was used to pay overdue 
bills. 


The battle 


tention that the contract between 
the theatres and operators does not 
expire until Sept. 1, 1930. This 
agreement relative to the two oper. 
ators was silent and was forceg 
upon the theatres, according to 
Greene. 


With business declining through. 
out the territory, independent the- 
atres outside of Minneapolis algo 
are finding their financial burdens 
too heavy, according to officials of 
the Motion Picture Theatre Owners* 
of the Northwest. Owners of these 
houses in Minnesota and North and 
South Dakota are preparing to fol- 
low the lead of the loca] owners 
and dispense with the services of 
one of their two booth operators, it 
was announced. 


National union officials were here 
to try to avoid what one side called 
a lockout and the other a strike, 
A total of 46 operators are affected, 
Publix and R-K-O houses are not 
taking any part in the fight and 
will continue to operate as in the 
past. 


\ Theatres 


GEORGE 


PRIZE 


And His Famous ‘PUNCH and JUDY’ 


Featured in F. & M. ‘Gyp, GyP, 
Gypsy’ Idea 


DAN 
Featured in F. & 


HIRSCH—ARNOLD 


School Address, 545 Sutter St., San Francisco 


CERS 
M. “Brunette” Idea 


in “BOX O’ 


FANCHON & MARCO PRESENT 


JONES and HULL 


“TWO NUTS” 


CANDY” IDEA 


BERNARDO PACE 


A Riot with “TOP 0’ THE WORLD” Unit 
Now at Tivoli Theatre, Chicago, IH. 


Direction WM. MORRIS OFFICE 


SIS ana BUDDY ROBERTS 


in “ON WITH THE DANCE” 
with LOUIS McDERMOTT’S “SPORTLAND” Unit 


Now at PARAMOUNT, New York 


Direction JERRY CARGILL 
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=A EL HEAP COST MILLION S| 


sound equipment 


WARIETY 


Western 


Why? of loss of business 


due to poor reproduction ... lack of proper servicing ... program 
interruptions. 

The insistent public demand for quality sound’ reproduction led 
these 981 theatres to change their equipment. 
- It’s profitable to install Western Electric in the first place —it costs 
less in the long run. 


SOUND 


Northern Electric in Canada 
Distributed by 


Electrical Research Products Ine. 


250 W. 57th Street, New York 


THE 
VOICE 
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ACTION 


theatres 
have replaced unsatisiactory 
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joseph M. Schenck presents 
(Arthur Hammerstein's 


“the LOTTERY 
BRIDE” 


with JEANETTE MacDONALD 

John Garrick, Joe E. Brown, 

Robert Chisholm, Joseph 
Macaulay, ZaSu Pitts 


Music by Rudolf Friml 


MARY 
PICKFORD 


“FOREVER 
YOURS” 


Joseph M. Schenck presents 
Pr “4 
DOLORES 

DEL RIO 


and 


WALTER 


HUSTON 


‘in @ story by WILLARD MACK 


Howard Hughes’ 


“HELLS 
ANGELS” 


The Gigantic Air 
‘Spectacle 


Florenz Ziegfeld and 


Samvel Goldwyn present 


EDDIE 
CANTOR 


“WHOOPEE” 


Joseph M. Schenck presents 


ROLAND 


WEST’S 
“THE BAT 


WHISPERS” 


with CHESTER MORRIS 
and Una Merkel 


Joseph P. Kennedy presents 


GLORIA 
SWANSON 


in A Modern Society 
Drama 


| Joseph M. Schenck presents 
AL JOLSON 


“SONS GUNS” 
‘with LILY DAMITA 


Joseph M. Schenck presents 


“ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN” 


with WALTER HUSTON 
ond UNA. MERKEL 


Somvel Goldwyn presents 


RONALD 
COLMAN 


in An Original Story 
by Frederick Lonsdale 


“Joseph M. Schenck presents 
A MUSICAL 
\COMEDY-DRAMA 


from the Writers, Composers 
and Producers of 
**Sunnyside Up” 
Bee 
DE SYLVA, BROWN 
and HENDERSON 


United Artists saves the day. 


The powerful “Super 19. 
pear in nick-of time.to bring 


new hope and sensational 


success to theatres for new 


season. 


Samvel Goldwyn presents 


RONALD 
COLMAN 


“RAFFLES” 


Inspiration Pictures present 


HENRY 
KING’S 


“EYES OF 
THE WORLD” 


John Holland and Una Merkel 


Samuel Goldwyn presents 


EVELYN 
LAYE 


George Fitzmaurice 
production 


Joseph M. Schenck presents 
JOAN 
BENNETT 


“SMILIN’ 
THROUGH” 


Directed by Sidney Franklin 


Joseph P. Kennedy presents § 


GLORIA 
SWANSON 
in “WHAT A 
wipow!” 


Allan Dwan production 


TALMADGE 


in “DU BARRY 
WOMAN?fPASSION” 
A SAM TAYLOR production 


Joseph M. Schenck presents 
DOUGLAS 
FAIRBANKS 


in Irving Berlin's production 


“REACHING FOR 
THE MOON” 


with BEBE DANIELS. 


CHARLIE 
CHAPLIN 


in 


“CITY. LIGHTS” 


the Re 
summé 
Som 
the ex 
Fox 

Cock-] 
writer 
reduce 

audibl: 
rasp t 
Witl 
smart 
“On th 
hance¢ 
couple 
gether 
devote 
captur 
Eyed,’ 
the. Fc 
Plot 
racket 


ironw¢ 


sociall 
for s! 
Ironw 
proba 
confer 
It has 
probal 
dled. 


Will 
say a 
Harris 
acter 
tinues 
portar 
ting a 


IN. 


Radic 
Betty 
tague ! 
Pomerec 
Adapte 
gers. 
indef. 
Jane 
Woodh 
Govern 
Amaho 
Capper 
Lady C 
Major 
Archie. 


+ Spy Sc 


| Rad 
|} ice no 


little 
pass 
split 


|= where 


Star 
for a 
Bigge: 
those 
servic 
stead 
Pict 
Derr 
As th 

York 
there 
Bigge 
line o 
is in 
Lines’ 
scribe 
and tl 
perha 

with 7 
comed 
If t 

adapt 
ing th 
be no 
mater 
The 
Comp 
spy, 2 
officer 
servic 
bi by di 
at the 

. feet, t 
ing fir 

Nee 
}. there 
hoods 


harbo 
‘tant t 
flects 
ing lil 
openil 
ethrou: 
before 
to sto 
Alm 
pexplai 
Byear : 


f : 
| 
| 
| 
Joseph M. Schenck presents 
| D. W. NORMA 
GRIFFITH'S 
= = 
It’s 
direct 
S. 
| by Ker 
| | photog: 
At 
Runnir 
nard 
KEY ALN 
THE-ROYAL FAMILY OF THE SCREEN. 
EVDsy 


a 


tague Love featured. 


Wednesday, July 9, 1930 


FEEM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 31 


ON THE LEVEL 


(Continued from*page 19) 


the Roxy it’s strictly a weak sister 
summer filler. 
Somebody ought to call a halt to 
the expression “Oh, yeah.” Since 
Fox opened the pay vein with “The 
Cock-Eyed World” every dialog 


. writer and director on the lot has 


reduced all wit and humor to that 


’ audible sneer which is starting to 


rasp the nerves. 

With fewer “Oh, yeahs” and some 
smart stuff instead the average of 
“On the Level” would have been en- 
hanced mightily. There are a 
couple of funny scenes but alto- 
gether too much of the footage is 
devoted to frustrated efforts to re- 
capture the lusty spirit of “Cock- 
Eyed,” a delusion and a snare on 
the. Fox lot during the past year. 


Plot has a gang of silk stocking 
racketeers giving a _ thick-skulled 
ironwerker (McLaglen) a build up 
socially to use him as the catspaw 
for sneaking the $50,000 in the 
Ironworkers Union treasury. Plot 
probably sounded a lot better in the 
conference room than on the screen. 
It has almost no relationship with 
probability as developed and han- 
dled. 

William Harrigan and Fifi Dor- 
say aggrandize the acting honors. 
Harrigan makes a secondary char- 
acter standout. Miss Dorsay con- 
tinues to be a young actress of im- 
portant talents and a very ingratia- 
ting approach to a song number. 

Land. 


INSIDE THE LINES 


Radio Pictures production and release. 
Betty Compson, Ralph Forbes and Mon- 
Directed by Roy J. 
Pomeroy. Produced by William LeBaron. 
Adapted from stage play by Earl Derr Big- 
gers. At Globe, New York, grind, July 5, 


indef. Running time, 72 minutes. 

Governor of Gibraltar......Montague Love 
Major Evan Thomas 
Spy School Chief...... Wm, Von Brincken 


fadio Pictures has a secret serv- 


| } ice non-thriller in this with mighty 


‘little action that may be 


able to 
pass through in the combination 
split week houses. Needs support 
wherever playing. 

Starts quite well and is sustained 


' for a spell, then commences to miss. 
| Biggest miss is at the finish, one of 
_ those dizzy things when two secret 


service operators are purified in- 
stead of the usual one. 

Picture adapted from the Earl 
Derr Biggers’ play of same title. 
As that play was produced in New 
York in January, 1915, and flopped, 
there wasn’t much time for Mr. 


|; Biggers to have gotten much of a 


| by different routes, 


line on the war. For this picture 
is in wartime. But as “Inside the 
Lines” as a stage play was de- 
scribed as a four-act comedy drama, 


* and this is straight mellerdrammer, 


perhaps someone has monkeyed 


with Mr. Biggers’ story. There's no 
; comedy in the picture. 


If the picture producers want to 


, adapt talkers from stage flops dur- 


ing the past 15 years, there should 
be no further cry about scarcity of 
material. 

The tale hangs around Betty 
Compson, who is first a German 
spy, and Ralph Forbes, who is an 
officer in the English Army’s secret 
service. They both go to Gibraltar 
arriving there 


at the same time. After 6,000 more 


. feet, the English general command- 


ow? 


congruities of 
» there are any intelectual neighbor- 


ing finds they are both of his army. 
Needs volumes to go into the in- 
this mix-up. If 


hoods left, “Inside the Lines” will 
puzzle them. 
It's just a casual picture, casually 


/ directed and played, also produced, 


, even to the English fleet 
harbor. 


"tant toward the end. 


in the 
That became very impor- 
One of those 
fleets seen through a window, look- 
ing like chips in a washtub. At the 
opening the two principals walked 


through three consecutive gardens 


before finding the tree they wanted 
to stop at. 


Almost one of those things that 
explains why Eastman’s pays $8 a 
year so steadily. Sime. 


Song of the Cabellero 
(With Songs) 


: Production and release. Di- 
rected by Harry J. Brown from the story 


Universal 


_»y Kenneth Beaton and Norman Sper. Dia- 


log by 
photographer. 


Lesley Mason. Ted McCord, 
Featuring Ken Maynard. 
at | ill, Francis Ford and Gino Corrado. 
: zoew's New York, one day, June 3. 


Running time, 71 minutes. 


Action meller laid during the 
hewn Dons roamed along the 
Soon of Southern California. Fairly 
om taining, inasmuch as Ken May- 
gives a western fan a 
trick or his money. Does the usual 

=. riding on his white horse. 
is colorful along small- 
romp ines, with the majority of the 
aide in Spanish garb. Strongly 
the romantic Spanish and 
melodies frequently played by 
ae ing orchestras during the un- 

ne nding. Also the vocalling of a 
in a vagabond camp. 
© Metis Maynard is the enemy of a 
“Panish rancho, the owner of which 


drove his sister from the house be- 
cause her lover displeased him. 
Sister’s son, now grown up, reeks 
vengeance on his uncle by taking 
what he wants by banditry. 

Usual impossible feats of the hero, 
such as withstanding the onslaught 
of 10 men with swords and similar 
deeds. However, it is just that type 
of stuff that a western fan eats up. 

Doris Hill is an unusually pretty 
heroine, although her manner of 
speaking is not in line with her 
characterization. 

Two comrades of Maynard’s sup- 
ply the comedy and get a few 
laughs. 


THE LAST HOUR 
(All Dialog) 


London, June 26. 

Archibald Nettlefold production. Re- 
leased by Butchers Film Service. 
Length, 6,998 feet. Censor’s Certificate 
Running time, 75 minutes.  Di- 
rected by Walter Forde. Recorded by 
RCA Photophone. Leading players: 
Stewart Rome, Wilfred Shine, Richard 
Cooper, Alexander Field, James Rag- 


lan. Reviewed at London Pavilion, 
London, June 25. 


Apart from the fact its story is 
full of “after all's” and “all the 
time’s,” and that as meller it’s of 
pretty early vintage, and that the 
players mostly overact and that the 
sound effects in the climax wouldn’t 
make the grade at a bun feast, this 
one’s pretty hot. ‘ 

Film is adapted from stage play 
of the same name by Charles Ben- 
nett, who authored “Blackmail,” and 
Walter Forde, who is usually among 
the best of the British talker direc- 
tors, hasn’t had a chance with the 
material. 

Story deals with the Dartmoor 
district, near the convict prison. A 
prisoner has escaped. The owner 
of a local inn, who is a good fellow 
in the clutches of one of those 
princes who flit around stealing 
death-ray plans, is keeping a com- 
memoration feast in memory of his 
poor dear pal, missing for five years. 
The pal turns up. He is taken for 
the escaped convict and hidden. 

A goofy secret service man trips 
round, giving the boys the bright 
smile of inanity, and the prince 
trots in with the death-ray plans 
in his pocket and the desire to send 
’em off to the Continent. So the 
convict—everyone else having either 
been bumped off or something—of- 
fers to take the plans, meet the 
waiting airship and make good his 
escape. 

It then turns out the dude who 
ran around was a secret service 
man—not very secret—and the es- 
caped convict was another cop. The 
innkeeper, too, hadn’t been bumped 
off, which was a weight off his lit- 
tle girl’s mind. And the prince's 
accomplice was another detective, 
after all; but the prince got away 
from the lot of ’em all, after all. 

Recording and photography up to 
standard. 

Stewart Rome pulls faces as the 
wicked prince, and Alexander Field, 
usually very good, overdoes it as 
the cockney detective. The two se- 
cret service men are played by 
Richard Cooper, as the dude, and 
James Raglan. Cooper is a pretty 
good proposition as a “silly ass” 
type and might be worthwhile in 
the States. Wilfred Shine, one of 
the best character actors in talkers 
this side on the elderly stuff, is the 
best of the bunch. 

Okay here as Quota footage for 
the sticks. For the States, nix. Chap. 


SLUMS OF TOKYO 


(JAPANESE MADE) 
(Disc Accompaniment) 


Produced by Schochiko Film: Co. Re- 
leased by Moviegraphs, Inc. 
titled by Joseph Fleischer. Directed by 
Teinosuke Kinogasa. Featuring A. Tschi- 
haya, J. Bandoh, Y, Ogawa and I. Sohma., 
At 55th Street Cinema, week July 4. Run- 
ning time, 60 minutes. 

Heralded as Japan’s greatest con- 
tribution to the “art of motion pic- 
tures,” it is lucky to have procured 
even a showing on this side. 
may have been a panic at home. 
The story, with English titles, is 
somewhat incoherent, due primarily 
to what appeared bad cutting. 

One part of the picture suddenly 
switches from the emotionalizing of 
the sister to what seemed Tokyo's 
Coney Island, with the title ex- 
plaining it was an amusement cen- 
ter not flashed until later. That 
left everything in a fog. 

Photography is modeled along the 
lines pioneered by Germany and 
drew so much attention to that type 
of filming. It is of the foggy, 
shadowy effect with frequent un- 
expected switches and flashbacks. 
Full of lap fades and dissolves and 
more than its quota of close-ups. 

Story is that of the’ brother 
enamored of the geisha girl who is 
the prettiest girl in her village. 
Girl doesv’t give him a_ tumble. 
During a fight with one of her 
lovers, the brother is blinded by 
ashes. Sister takes care of him. 
During the process she is attacked 
by a quack policeman, whom she 
stabs. Brother later regains his 
eyesight, returns to the geisha girl 
and finds her with the man who 
blinded him. Brother then takes 
a dose of poison and bumps off. 

Arausement center, where mosi 


of the action takes place, is sup- 


| 


Edited and’ 


But it) 


| 


posed to be “Yoshivara,” 
large amusement place. 

Action terribly slow and draggzgy. 
Full of heavy acting, appealing 
looks, much weeping, gestures, etc., 
all at slow pace and mostly in close- 
up. 

The ordinary picture audience 
over here would find it unbearable. 
ph film doesn’t even live up to its 

itle, 


Tokyo’s 


LOST GODS 


(Silent) 

Lecture film produced under the auspices 
of the Algiers Museum, Released by Talk- 
ing Pictures Epics. At Cameo, New York, 
week July 4. Running time, 63 minutes. 


Talking part is an accompanying 


explanation made to the unwinding 
shots by Count Byron Khun de Po- 
rok. Latter was director of the expe- 
dition filmed. On this phase Talking 
Pictures Epics when handing out 
that the film is all-talker. Talking 
Pictures Epics has done it before, 
but there can’t be much harm, be- 
cause only the Cameo will play such 
things. 

This film doesn’t belong in a the- 
atre. Cameo says it’s “the home of 
unusual films.” Nothing unusual 
about this one. Simply a travelog 
of an expedition and what it found. 
Many shorter fillers-in and news- 
reels have done the same with less 
boredom, 


Harry Langdon will play the male 
lead in U’s prohibition kidder, “See 


-America Thirst.” 


THOSE WHO DANCE 


Warner production and release. Directed 
by William Beaudine, from story by George 
Kibbe Turner. Featuring Lila Lee and 
Betty Compson; William Boyd and Monte 
Blue in cast. Screen story and dialog by 
Joseph Jackson. Runs about one hour at 
Warners’ Beacon, New York, week July 4. 


“Diamond Joe’’ Jennings....William Boyd 
Tim William Janney 

Big Ben’’ Benson.......... Wilfred Lucas 
Captain O’Brien.......... De Witt Jennings 


So-so crook meller, no better nor 
worse than the average of the re- 
cent Warner program releases and 
okay as a summer stop-gap for a 
neighborhooder like the Beacon (74th 
and Broadway). Femme leads, 


(Continued on page 35) 


get. 


music in the theatres. 
as well as orchestras. 


Others must be shown. 


The Music Defense League, organized to voice the public’s 
desire for real music, is gaining tremendous support. 


vote counts more today than ever before. 


“p 
LEASE don't,” plead millions of theatregoers. 
“Better not,” warn wise showmen. 


“Sure we will,” declare industrialists who control canned 
“The public can learn to like records 
Anyway, that’s what they’re going to . 


And so the issue is defined: Shall talking pictures be used 
as an excuse for reducing the theatre to a dehumanized 
museum (without reduction in admission charge). 
the atmosphere of the theatre be retained and the cause of 
culture served through a victory for music? 


Or, shall 


Managers of high-class theatres recognize that real music 
is essential, and so they continue to provide it. 


Each 


If you would like to see music restored to the theatres, 


SIGN AND MAIL THE COUPON BELOW. 


Gentlemen: 


City 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MUSICIANS 
144C Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


State 


Without further obligation on my 
part, please enroll my name in the Music Defense 
League as one who is opposed to the elimination of 
Living Music from the Theatre. 


V-7-9 


THE AMERICAN 


FEDERATION OF MUSICIANS 


(Comprising 140,000 professional musicians in the United States and Canada) 
JOSEPH N. WEBER, President, 1440 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
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COOK 


LOUISE FAZENDA 
OAN PEERS 
WILLIAM COLLIER, JR 
TOM HOWARD 
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COLUMBIA PICTURE 


ADAPTED FROM THE PLAY BY 
JAMES GLEASON and MAURICE MARKS 
ONE YEAR ON BROADWAY 


a FRANK CAPRA pronucrion 
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GEORGE 


THIS WEEK—JULY 


FEATURED IN 
LOUIS McDERMOTT’S “SPORTLAND” UNIT 


Just Completed Three-Year Tour 
of Radio-Keith-Orpheum Circuit 


NOW BOOKED WITH PUBLIX FOR 


Management 
WM. MORRIS OFFICE 
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PUBLIX HEADS WILL 
PASS ON ‘COMMERCIALS’ 


Commercial films may be due for 
a fadeout from the Publix calendar 
this week. The big guns of the 
company are scheduled to meet in 
session extraordinary to pass judg- 
ment some time this week. 


Though the commercial films de- 
partment has been functioning for 
about eight months, the bigger 
minds in Paramount are recorded 
inside as being not in favor of pro- 
longing the ordeal. So far the com- 
pany has effected only two con- 
tracts in that field, with one still to 
be ratified. Lysol products and I. 
Miller shoe people. 


The department, under Emmanuel 


Cohen, editor of the Paramount 
newsreel, has had on a staff of 
about five salesmen. Industrial 


firms have been found wanting 
when asked +to lay out from $10,000 
and upwards for shorts advertising. 


Understood that regardless of the 
decision of the committee that the 
two shorts contracted for will be 
produced. Lysol’s is a cartoon. 


Roxy Bookings 


The release of the John McCor- 
mack picture, “Song o’ my Heart” 
(Fox), is set for the Roxy Aug. 22, 
within two weeks designated. 

Roxy will be the first to popularly 
play “Western Front,” now set for 
that N, Y. house Sept. 5. “Journey’s 
End” (Tiff) beats “Western Front” 
into the Roxy, booked for July 18. 

Prior to the Tiff talker there, the 
first of the Metro pictures to ever 
ey the Roxy, “The Rogue Song” 
(M-G-M) starts July 11, 

Clay” (Fox), with Con- 
stance Bennett, starts a two weeks’ 
stay at the Roxy Aug. 8. 


Ernie McCauley, Chanin’s 46th 
Street, and Joey Keith of Leblang’s 
back from three weeks in Holly- 
wood. They flew from Oakland te 
Chi. 


Jess Long, of the Cort, temporary 
aid at Cohan box office supplanting 
Clarence Jacobson. 


LEAN 


and 


CLEO 
AYFIEL 


SUMMERING 
AT THEIR HOME 


“MAYLEAN” 


LAKE SUNAPEE, 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Union Picketing in 
Canada Before Court 


Toronto, July 8. 

Courts here trying to decide 
whether action should be taken to 
stop pickets from patrolling the 
Lyric theatre in Hamilton. 


Members of the Hamilton union 
of stage and picture employees 
are said to ‘have paraded con- 
tinuously in front of the new 
theatre wearing signs telling the 
pub. to keep away because it em- 
ployed non union labor. 


Biz must have been effected as 
Robert T. Stewart, owner, applied 
for an injunction stop 
parade in front of his show. Judg- 
ment has been reserved. 


Ducking Musicals 


(Continued from page 27) 
here. Warners operates four the- 
atres; Publix, two; Gore Brothers, 
eight, and Manny-Neist, three, the 
latter two operating small theatres. 

Among the 180 theatres running, 
134 are equipped for sound. Silent 
houses are confined mostly to the 
Mexican section of the city. 


With the return of stage shows 
to the Publix and Warner houses, 
the neighborhood exhibitor is an- 
ticipating something to worry about. 
Confined as he is to a small ad- 
vertising budget, there is little he 
can do to boost his business or 
offset the flesh entertainment. His 
main problem is to let his Monday 
night audience know what is play- 
ing next in his house. Trailers, 
lobby displays and direct mail ad- 
vertising are about the only ave- 
nues of exploitation being used. 
Community newspapers h:.ve proven 
a flop for neighborhood theatre ad- 
vertising. 

Double Bill Boomerang 

Double bills are now regarded as 
a boomerang. While showing, they 
were bargains, but when the the- 
atres discontinued the twin fea- 
tures they couldn’t reduce the ad- 
mission price and the public fig- 
ured it was getting gypped. Where 
the trade is transient the doubles 
are okay, but in the neighborhoods 
it’s nix unless permanent. 

Reduction of admission price 
never stimulates local business. A 
drop in the gross is about the only 
noticeabie difference. 

Exhibitors claim that product is 
scarce now. When sound first came 
along, producers rushed out their 
product, hoping to beat the other 
fellow on any new idea. Now with 
sound almost perfected, the pro- 
ducers aren’t anxious to rush pic- 
tures into theatres. For the past 
two years pictures were shown lo- 
cally within a week or two after 
their completion. ‘The interval is 
growing longer. 

The present demand for enter- 
tainment is centered on comedy. 
Musicals of any kind are dead, say 
the neighborhood managers. Ques- 
tion often asked the exhibitor by 
patrons is: “Is it a musical?” If it 
is, there’s a dropoff. Another re- 
peated question is: “When are you 
going to show a comedy?” 

Locally, as elsewhere, there is a 
concentrated effort among the ex- 
changes to get away from _ the 
straight rental basis in disposing of 
pictures. Before long it looks as if 
pictures will all be played on a 
percentage basis. 


Canadian Building 


Toronto, June 8. 

Plenty of construction work going 
ahead in Canada now that Para- 
mount-Publix control Famous Play- 
ers Canada. 

Beside $2,000,000 theatre in Toron- 
to, a million dollar theatre and of- 
fice building is going up in Halifax, 
N. S. Will seat 2,700 and will be 
biggest east of Montreal. Theatre 
to seat 1,500 and 14 office suites 
going up in Sudbury. New Capitol 
theatre in Galt seats 1,130. 


the}. 


RACKET STUFF 
FOR EXHIBS 
‘SPECIALISTS 


“Firms” Infer They Rep- 
resent Circuits for Trad- 
ing—No Connections 


Progress of the theatre end of 
the picture biz has created the real 
estate racketeer who is now spring- 
ing up to sap the curiosity of the 
independent exhib. Extent to which 


these birds who in most instances 
describe themselves on fancy en- 
graved stationary, as firms will go, 
can be gleaned from one or two 
going so far as to even claim to be 
representing circuits. None 
known to have ever had film affilia- 
tion whatever. 


In one instance one of. these so- 
ealled firms claimed RKO represn- 
tation. Inquiry at the latter’s h. q. 
showed absolutely no connection. 


Effect on exhibitor is that he 
either puts on the scram as in fear 
of being “sold out” or else spring- 
boards his assets. In general] it 
has spotted the exhib with enthus- 
iastic neglect of his shop. 


These fellows call themselves 
chain store and theatre specialists, 
business investment experts and 
theatre brokers. 


Must Survey 


Form to reach the exhib begins 
with a high pressure letter in which 
the exhib is importuned to sell his 
house “for cash” to a big circuit 
and that if he wishes to do so, to 
write details of his house value and 
why to the “specialist.” As a safety 
valve the “firm” slugs in a clause 
that no offer can be regarded as 
such unless and until the “special- 
ist’s” répresentative has made a 
personal survey of the theatre. 

It isn’t always that these “ex- 
perts” claim circuit representation, 
but in those letters that don’t, the 
language is of unmistakable infer- 
ence that the firm’is acting for a 
circuit. 

All claim more or less national 
scope. It is figured that at least 
12 “firms” are so operating. 

Right now they are centering 
their activities in the mid-West and 
Central states. 


Curiously enough amoung the in- 
dependent exhibs importuned by one 
of the “specialists” was Frank Rem- 
busch, Indiana exhibitor. The in- 
Stance where R-K-O was named 
by a letter writer as principal was 
in connection with some theatres 
in Kentucky. 


Though no closing date has been 
set for the Byrd picture at the Ri- 
alto, New York, it will be followed 
by the new Moran and Mack talker, 
“Anybody’s War” (Par). 


THOSE WHO DANCE 


(Continued from page $31) 


Lila Lee and Betty Compson, may 
in some sections mean something, 
although in toto its box office po- 
tentialities are just average. In 
many quarters where the under- 
world stuff is the big thing, this 
may turn out all right. 


It’s not a particular sympathetic 
theme, either on the story or the 
cast; weak on the first, likewise a 
bit far-fetched, and ditto on the 
cast appeal, Hasn't the strength 
either for the stags. 


All about a copper (hero) doubling 
as a gunman to get in with the mob 
which bumped off his kid brother. 
Both of the principal women are 
gun molls, and the male leads 
(Monte Blue, as the copper, and 
William Boyd as the gangster) are 
likewise lacking in popular appeal. 


Towards the end there are a few 
tense moments, notably at the 
gangsters’ dance party, but some of 
the twists are as generally illogical 
as most of what has built up to this 
stage, 


A trick in direction of this all- 
talker is the screening of silent se- 
quences to denote the whisperings 
and plottings of the mob, following 
which is the audible title: “Now 
you understand everything, don’t 
you?” But up to this point of ex- 
planation, the average audience will 
be inclined to titter as if some- 
thing had gone wrong with the ma- 
chine. Abel. 


HOT CURVES 


(With Songs) 


Tiffany productions and release. Featur- 
ing Marceline Day and Benny Rubin. Cast 
includes Pert Kelton, Natalie Moorhead, 
Rex Lease, Mary Carr and John Ince. 
Story by A. P. Younger. Photographer, 


Max DuPont. RCA recorded. At Loew's 
New aa one day, July 2. Running 
time, minutes, 


Old blarney beginning right with 
title, but many valuable belly 
laughs, thanks to Benny Rubin. 
The film besides offers something 
for the subsequent run to hurdle 
in the way of exploitation pos- 
sibility. The title does not mean 
sex. It refers to the sport that 
made chewing gum famous—base- 
ball. Rubin fulfills the needs here. 
When he was out of the sequence 
the picture meant ,nothing except 
tedious wait for another laugh. 

Story is obviously based on the 
not too far back publicity received 
by John McGraw and the Giants 
through acquisition of a Jewish ball 
player, Andy Cohen. Here the player 
is named Goldberg. Ball team 
wanted a Hebe player to draw Hebe 
customers so the coach spies a train 
butcher by that monicker and hires 
him on the blind. The bird turns 
out a wiz from every angie, even 
on inverted language and the big 
heart. Goldberg is hero all the way 


lana even saves the prize pitcher 


from going wrong two ways. 
Windup is Marceline Day for the 
pitcher and Pert Kelton for Gold- 


berg. 
RIDIN’ LAW 


Biltmore production, released by Big 4. 


Presented by John R. Freuler. Directed 
by Harry Webb. Story by Carl Krusada. 
Cameraman, William Noble, Powers 


Cinephone recording. Featuring Jack Pere 
rin, ‘‘Starlight’’ (horse) Yakinma Canutt, 
Jack Mower and Pete Morrison. At Times, 
New York, one day July 2, as half double 
feature. Running time 59 minutes. 


Inane western. Breaks all bonds 
of propriety for even a western, if 
such a thing is possible. Construc- 
tion is terrible and appears to be 
put tegether more like a gang of 
high school kids would than a group 
of professionals. Useless anywhere. 

The little Mex heroine (of late all 
western heroines are Mex) forgets 
that she is supposed to put on @ 
spick accent at times and resorts 
to perfect English, 

This plot merely saved the cost 
of a story. A young boy again hits 
the trail to revenge the murder of 
his father. 

Entire thing drew derisive laughs 
from a small time audience, 

Sound recording sloppy. 


DOCKS OF HAMBURG 


(GERMAN MADE) 
(Silent) 


Produced and released by Ufa. Ditected 
by E. Waschneck. Cast includes Jenny 


Jugo, Willie Fritsch, Fritz Rasp, Betty 
Astor, Fritz Alberti and Max Maximil- 
lian. At Film Guild week July 5. Rune 


ning time, 77 minutes, 


This film cannot be considered for 
anything but the arty in America, 
and for European consumption in 


the main. But the question it 
brings up is the call of a wired 
house, even an arty, in selecting 


such an inept hunk of entertain- 
ment in silent form to the prefer- 
ence of a home made talker. Maybe 
it’s the difference in the rental in 
summer, 

The title would suggest a stirring 
manly combat of some kind wis 
the spirit or force of the sea, Not 
ing like that. Instead it relates ‘Oo 
the limited view of life for a limited 
group along the waterfront of the 
Free City of Hamburg. 

It’s not only a quick story but 
quick acting and the direction is 
spasmodic. There’s another big 
fault with these German films, and 
as a rule with other foreign made 
films. That is in the type of film 
product used for printing. Looks 
inferior and is tough on the eyes— 
always gray and shaded. 

This film, as in 90% of all film 
product from overseas, shows that 
stubborn unwillingness to learn. 
This film is acted and progressed 
like the great majority of European 
film product that’s usually on the 
pan here. 


BEST WISHES AND SUCCESS TO LARRY CEBALLOS 


BETTY LEE BLISS 


MY SINCERE BEST WISHES TO LARRY CEBALLOS 


DOTTIE ROBERTS 


BEST WISHES AND SUCCESS TO LARRY CEBALLOS 


FROM HIS ASSISTANT 


DDIE LARKIN 


BEST WISHES AND 


OLET 


“THE ELONGATED COMEDIENNE” 


MANAGEMENT: LEO FITZGERALD, CHARLIE FOY 


SUCCESS TO 


LARRY CEBALLOS 


BARLOW 


Success 
and Best 
Wishes to 
LARRY 
CEBALLOS 


EVERT LOWRY 


CLASS BALLROOM DANCERS 


Featured in 
LARRY CEBALLOS’ 
Prologue at 
Warner Bros. 


Hollywood 


Many Thanks to LARRY CEBALLOS 


KEN DE-BARD BROTHERS 


FEATURING OUR SPECIALTY AT WARNER BROS. THEATRE, HOLLYWOOD, JULY 4, AND WARNER 


BROS. DOWNTOWN THEATRE JULY 18. 
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MILLION CRITICS 


WRONG ABOUT FRENCHMEN 


During Three Consecutive Years of Appearances in All the 
Major Theatres of This Country 


THE AMERICAN PRESS UNANIMOUSLY DECLARES 


THE FRENCH SINGING COMEDIAN 


CHEVALIER’ 


AKRON “TIMES-PRESS” 


“If you like Maurice Chevalier you'll 
go for Emile Boreo in a big way. He 
sings the same type of songs and has 
the same mannerism. He also wears a 
dinner coat and a straw hat. You'll 
find that Emile has plenty of person- 
ality. It is hard to describe his appeal, 
but he has it—and plenty. Emile could 
headline anyone’s vaudeville and make 


‘em like it.” 


"PRESS-SCIMITAR,” MEMPHIS 


‘Do you crave something different 
in vaudeville? Then the answer to 
your prayer is at Loew's State this 
week in Emile Boreo, who must be one 
of those ‘Fifty Million Frenchmen’ 
we've read so much about. Like his 
countryman, Maurice Chevalier, of 
whom Boreo.is a counterpart in enter- 
taining, this energetic funmaker grows 
on an audience.” . 


Many Thanks 


R-K-O Direction 
JACK CURTIS 


EMILE BOREO 


Presenting His Original Style of International Entertainment 


THE CANTON “DAILY NEWS” 

“Heretofore there has been no one 
to whom Boreo could be compared, but 
since Maurice Chevalier has become 


well known through the talkies there is 
something by which to measure this 
countryman of his. The two of them 
have the same volatile expression, the 
same gift of pantomime and a dialect 
which misses accuracy just enough to 
make it amusing. Boreo has perfected 
a trick of singing songs which prob- 
ably don’t make sense in any lan- 
guage, but which are entertaining just 
the same, and he does a dramatic 
number full of fire and action and a 
Chevalier imitation that comes close to 
equaling the original.” 


MONTREAL “HERALD” 


“One of the most popular of Europe's 
singing comedians, Emile Boreo, pays 
a return visit as the headliner in the 
vaudeville section of the Loew’s Dill 
this week and gains new admirers by 
the excellent entertainment he pro- 
vides. His vocal numbers, joking ma- 
terial and other offerings are served 
up as only he can put them over, and 
the element of comedy is prominently 
dispensed. His novel manner of pres- 
entation as well as the quality of his 
offerings always meet with popular 
acclaim, and the present will further 
enhance his prestige here in entertain- 
ment circles. His Maurice. Chevalier 


impersonations are cleverly done.” 


“PICAYUNE,” NEW ORLEANS 


“Much real entertainment is supplied 
by the stage numbers, particularly by 
Emile Boreo, who has something akin 
to Maurice Chevalier’s and Adolph 
Menjou’s personalities. His singing 
and piano accompaniment, no less than 
his schooled dancing and droll trick- 
eries, won great applause Friday 
night.” 


THE MONTREAL “DAILY STAR” 


“Impassioned in his speech, generous 
in his gestures, Emile Boreo, the fa- 
mous French comedian, who is at the 
Loew’s theatre this week, is almost 
too good to be true: he is so French. 
Much of his excellence is undoubtedly 
explained by his own enthusiasm, 


which is so infectious that he appears 
to be able to make his audience act 
as his orchestra when he so wills. He 
provided a few moments of entertain- 
ment by being one of his own wooden 
soldiers, and then he gave an imper- 
sonation of Maurice Chevalier.” 


to J. H. LUBIN, MARVIN SCHENCK and L. K: SIDNEY 


Sole Management 
LYONS @& LYONS 


English Representative 


WILLIE EDELSTEN 
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Audience Always Right, Says R-K-0; 
Ribbing Dying Comics 


Comedians and monologists who 
think vaude audiences when not 
laughing at their gags are far be- 
neath them in intelligence will have 
to stop that stuff. An R-K-O book- 
ing office edict, issued this week, is 
for all comics to discontinue taking 
@mart alecky pokes at so-called 
“tough” audiences. 

- Booking office’s view is that when 
a comedian tells a gag and the 
house doesn’t laugh — maybe the 
customers are right. It is claimed 
to be insulting to an audience to 
be rebuked for not responding or 
kidded for its ignorance, this being 
supported by complaints frequently 
received from theatre patrons re- 
garding sarcastic comebacks from 
flopping comics. 

It is also pointed out by the R- 
K-O booking office that most com- 
edians use the same smart sayings 
when panning the cash customers. 
‘Phe most standard and widely used 
remark is “Don’t explain it to him, 
lady (or mister).” That is generally 
employed when, after a comic sees 
his pet gag hit the rear wall, he 
picks out someone in the first three 
rows to address his squawk at, this 
person in the comic’s eyes repre- 
senting everyone else who didn’t 
Jaugh. 

“Don’t explain it” is declared out 
by R-K-O and is not to be used in 
the future. 

Ribbers 


Other standards ribbers have also 
been banned. Among them the gags 
built on the following formula: 

In the gag the name of a city or 
place is mentioned. Say the city is 
Montreal. The comedian tells the 
gag and waits for his laugh. He 
doesn’t get a snicker. He sneers 
and says, “Ladies and gentlemen, 
Montreal is in Canada.” 

The favorite of most comedians 
and used mainly at supper shows 
is: “The ushers will hand out pil- 
lows and blankets so you can sleep 
in comfort.” Or, to the orchestra 
Jeader: “Tell the boys to play soft- 
ly so they won’t wake ’em up.” 

R-K-O ruling for comedians is to 
tell your gag and pray that it lands. 
If it dies, let it lay. 

The audience is 
says R-K-O. 


always right, 


35 Acts So Far Given 
R-K-O’s Long 40 Route 


Within the last four weeks R-K-O 
has issued the new long 40-week 
route to 35 acts. The stretch on 
the one circuit carries most of 
them consecutively until the finish 
of next season. 

The route, running from New 
York to the west coast and back, is 
the longest available to vaude acts 
on any circuit in close to five years. 
It was compiled and laid out by 
Charlie Freeman, shortly after he 
became head of the R-K-O booking 
office. 

Acts that have received the long 
booking so far are Randall and 
Watson, Jack Osterman, Roy Sedley, 
Zelaya, York and King, Michon 
Bros., Art Frank, Weaver Bros., 
Ken Murray, Johnny Burke, The 
Gaudsmiths, Bobby May, Robbins, 
Olsen and Johnson, Evans and 
Mayer, Gloria Foy, Jerome and 
Gray, Falls, Reading and soyce, 
Jack and Kay Spangler, Georgie 
Price, “The Ingenues,” Joseph 
Regan, Peter Higgins, Colleano 
Family, Geraldine and Joe, Walter 
Dare Wahl, Meyers, Lubow and 
Rice, Honey Boys, Bob Robison, 
Chris Charlton, Naro Lockford, 
Britt Wood, Kikutas Japs, Tracey 
and Hay, and Murray and Allen. 

The bookers, under Freeman, are 
continuing to issue the route to 
suitable acts available. 3y next 
season, excepting spot bookings in 
New York city, a large majority of 
all acts playing out of town for 
R-K-O probably will be on the long 
route. 


K. & B.S NEW PARTNERS 

Both Kramer and Boyle intend 
to continue in vaude. Kramer will 
appear with his daughter, and Boyle 


with Johnny Morris (Morris anc 
Towne). 

Following the split their time 
after Seattle was assigned by 


R-K-O to Harry Burns. 


Jack Allen, former Fox booker, is 
entering 
own, 


the booking field on his 


The Charlie Morrisons 


Have House Warming in 
Bayside, Despite Rain 


Bayside, L. I, behind Flushing, 
named a new street in order to get 
the Charlie Morrisons as permanent 
summer residents. It’s 210th Place 
and the Morrisons live on every cor- 
ner. 

Figuring no one would be around 
for the 4th, the couple set the night 
of July 3 at 10.360 as the start of 
the lawn party. To make it more 
certain, at 8 o'clock that night a 
terrific thunder and lightning storm 
commenced. 

Notwithstanding, the result was 
appalling. The Morrisons had sent 
out 150 invitations and 200 turned 
up—all dry. 

As a precaution for the overhead, 
Elsie Morrison had bought at a pri- 
vate auction of one of those old 
estates sold daily on the island, a 
new sort of bowling game. Elsie 
paid $3 and figured Charlie would 
get the overhead out of Ben Blue 
alone on that. The game was set on 
the grass. It has nine pins on one 
end, with the ball thrown to the 
other end, rolling back, with the 
most down, ete. Before Charlie 
could escape from the new 
rathskeller, Ben Blue had _ been 
cleaned by Col. Gimp. When Elsie 
heard about that catastrophe, she 
closed the lawn. 

Cleaning Up a Cellar 


When the Morrisons moved into 
the house after making the first 
payment with Cities Service stock, 
they found a place underneath the 
house the former landlord told them 
had been intended for a cellar, but 
the mud digger grew tired. Bobby 
Folsom, the girl who insists upon 
working when laying off, informed 
the Morrisons the spot was a per- 
fect cellarette, meaning a _ raths- 
keller with a bar. For that Bobby 
got three weeks and converted the 
uncouth cellar into one of the most 
perfect places to meet and talk in 
between for everybody under 5- 
foot, 10. Ed Linehan got round- 
shouldered trying to convince the 
crowd he could walk in the raths- 
keller without bending. 

Among the celebs present were 
Fanny Ward and Jack Oakie. They 
were doing pretty well until Charlie 
Freeman appeared. The house “was 
full of acts and bookers. No in- 
vitation had been sent to an opposi- 
tion agent. 

Exploiting Bayside 

It was a great publicity stunt for 

Bayside. The rain showed up what 


kind of a town Bayside really is 
when wet. Cars pointed off the 
main road toward the Morrison 


lawn lights skidded right into their 
front parlor. 

The Morrisons some months ago 
were normal and lived in New York. 
Then they had a baby and the baby 
squawked on the elevator service. 
That sent them to Long Island, 

The evening passed without any 
hitches. No one asked Charlie how 
much he still owed on the place or 
why he hasn’t put a fence around 
th> shack. And it wasn’t hot in the 


rathskeller because it wasn’t hot 
outside. 
The Morrisons expect to be at 


home all summer. Ask any cop in 
sayside where to go. 


R-K-0 FRAMING 5 OR 6 


WEEKS’ BREAK-IN TIME 


Acute shortage of convenient 
break-in and try-out spots for new 
acts, probably the greatest handi- 
cap in the path of vaude at the 
present time, has prompted R-K-O 
to cast an eye out for all available 
“showing” and break-in time around 
New York, or elsewhere. 

Charlie Freeman declared an at- 
tempt is being made by this cir- 
cuit to line up five or six weeks of 
testing ground stands for next sea- 
son’s use. 

Unlike in the past, when there 
was enough small time in remote 
territory to give any act a whole 
season in which to prepare for the 
“big time,” today all acts must get 
in condition for first line bookings 
with a couple of weeks, or a month 
at the most, of experimenting. 


WM. MORRIS RESIGNS 
AS N.Y. A. DIRECTOR 


William Morris last week sent his 
resignation as a director of the 
N. V. A. Sanatorium in Saranac, N. 
Y., to President Eddie Cantor of the 
N. V. A. organization. 

Morris’ explanation is that his 
stepping down seems the tactful 
thing to do, since others interested 
in the management of the new san- 
atorium had acted in its affairs 
without consulting him, and he took 
it for granted that his co-operation 
was not desired. 

Morris’ action followed two visits 
to Saranac by Wm. Lee of the Pat 
Casey office. 


EDDIE CANTOR 
RESIGNS 
NVA PRES. 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Eddie Cantor has resigned as 
president of the N. V. A. Club. His 
resignation was forwarded to the 
board of governors immediately 
following the receipt by him of the 
resignation of William Morris as 
a director of the N. V. A. Sana- 
tarium in Saranac, N. Y. 


Other causes are behind the 
Cantor resignation. He feels the 
purposes of the N. V. A. Club, as 
expressed when he accepted the 
presidency a year ago, have been 
far from fulfilled. The latest vio- 
lation of those promises was the 
recent hat collections in theatres 
for the support of the N. V. A. by 
the public at large. 

Cantor had been assured when 
taking charge of the N. V. A. Club 
thet its institutions, including the 
Sanatarium fo: ailing professionals, 
would be wholly supported by the 
variety show business itself. 

Removal of the social side of the 
N. V. A. as recently indicated by an 
economy drive in the New York 
clubhouse, leaving the N. V. A. or- 
ganization purely a business struc- 
ture for the dispensation of char- 
ity was another move Cantor did 
not approve of, nor had it been 
submitted to him. 

Cantor’s term as president ex- 
pires Aug. 31, next. To prevent any 
misapprehension, through the prob- 
able delayed election of officers, 
regularly scheduled for this July, 
of his attitude and a possible re- 
nomination against his wishes, Can- 
tor has made his resignation known. 


Cooled Enthusiasm 


Eddie Cantor gave considerable of 
his time and enthusiasm to the 
N. V. A. when assuming the office of 
president last year. Finding little 
co-operation from managerial chan- 
nels, his enthusiasm cooled. During 
its height Cantor drew 1,200 new 
members into the N. V. A., mostly 
through his personal solicitation. 
He inaugurated several ideas which 
the club’s administration failed to 
carry out. Ali of them were hearti- 
ly received by the club members 
and profession, 

Cantor placed his resignation as 
president some time ago, to be con- 
| ditionea upon certain grounds. His 
| principal reason at that time was 
| the lack of interest displayed by the 
variety managers as a whole in the 
N. V. A. Club. It was when the 
N. V. A. was seriously threatened 
and embarrassed by financial mat- 
ters. The managers finally came to 
the temporary relief of the N. V. A. 
by authorizing another “hat collec- 
tion” from the public in their the- 
atres, all circuits joining, with the 
picture variety circuits entering 
into the collection for the first time. 

The entire collection in April fell 
behind that of last year and years 
before, when only the vaude circuiis 
had participated. It patently evi- 
denced the public was chary of 
again being burdened with the sup- 
port of the variety actors’ organi- 
zation, as had been plainly made 
manifest each season by editorial 
expression in the dailies of nearly 
all cities, against the “collections.” 

The N. V. A. at present, out of 
its recent collection campaign which 
drew $485,000, has about a sufficient 


surplus to provide for it for the 
remainder of the summer. No plan 
for maintenance beyond that pe- 


lriod has as yet been arrived at by | 


ithe managers. 


lclared off. 


Jack Loeb Removed as Booking 
Mor. for F ox—On Road as Scout 


MIDGIE MILLER’S SOCKS 
WITHOUT CONSEQUENCE 


Reene Cartier, blonde _ artist 
model, of 20 East 62d street, who 
asserted she was punched in the left 
eye in a restaurant on 47th street 
by Midge Miller, wife of Will Mor- 
rissey, withdrew her police court 
complaint against Miss Miller. Rob- 
ert Dempsey, attorney for Miss 
Miller, said the civil action for $10,- 
000 against Miss Miller has not 
been withdrawn. 

Miss Cartier and her chum, Ma- 
rietta Mull, who was with her on 
the night of the alleged assault, ap- 
peared in West Side Court to press 
her complaint. Soon after their ar- 
rival, Morrissey and his wife ar- 
rived. A conference was held - by 
both attorneys and complainant 
and defendant. 

The attorneys stated to Magis- 
trate John V. Flood that the com- 
plainant decided to drop the crim- 
inal action. The summons was dis- 
missed against Miss Miller, who 
lives at 141 West 47th street. 

Dempsey was asked what brought 
about the withdrawal and he re- 
plied that Miss Miller was contrite. 
Miss Cartier’s left eye showed the 
effects of the blow. Dempsey wasn't 
asked what contrite meant. 

Miss Cartier believed that Miss 
Miller had made a mistake. Miss 
Miller is quoted as stating that she 
would “belt” any blonde that clan- 
destinely met her husband. Miss 
Cartier stated she had never been 
in Morrissey’s company. 

The “‘Morrisseys have been mar- 
ried about 10 years. It’s the first 
time women ever fought over Will. 


Barton Demands Billing 
Above Show’s Star’s Name 


Billy Rose is negotiating with 
James Barton for the latter to go 
with the Fannie Brice show 
“Corned Beef and Roses.” 

One big cog is holding up the 
works. 3arton is arguing that his 
name must be before that of Miss 
Brice’s on the marquee and Rose 
is on the negative. 

Barton is recovering from a nery- 
ous breakdown. 


Harry Entricken, who _ invested 
$1,469 with Dorothy Byington (also 
known as Byton) to produce three 
vaude acts on a 50-50 basis, is suing 
to recover that money, alleging that 
Miss Byington only appeared in one 
of the acts and failed to do the 
others. 

The actress-producer denies this, 
stating she made full accounting. 


Jack Loeb will depart shortly for 
the west in the capacity of scout for 
new acts and stage material for the 
Fox-Fanchon & Marco vaude book- 
ing office. He already has been re- 
lieved of all executive duties in the 
office, the orders there now coming 
from Marco through the new gen- 
eral manager, Doc Howe, or from 
Howe himself. 

With the change in Loeb’s capa- 
city there is also a reported reduce 
tion in his salary from $750 to $400 
weekly. The road job may keep 
Loeb away from New York most 
of the time. 

Loeb is generally known to be 
very wealthy, yet he is holding on 
to his Fox-F. & M. connections 
despite what appears to be an ab- 
rupt demotion in position. 

Loeb compiled his reputed for- 
tune through theatrical realty in- 
vestments and large personal profits 


from the Fox, booking office, in 
which he was a 50% partner. When 


the now joint Fox-F. & M. booking 
office was established recently as 
successor to the Loeb-Fox agency 
as vaude booker for the circuit, 
Loeb was retained in the office ata 
salary. Inside on that was said to 
be a friendly feeling for Loeb by 
Marco over business favors rendered 
Marco by Loeb in‘the past. 


KING AND KING SCRAP 
SETTLED BY CUT RATES 


Run in of King, King and King 


with Loew and the V. M. A. after 
Matty King was charged with beat- 
ing up his brother, Bob King, 
Pittsburgh dance instructor, while 
the act was playing for Loew’s in 
Pittsburgh the last week in May, 
has been settled. 


After the fracas Loew laid the 
boys off for two weeks and the 
V. M. A. demanded an explana- 
tion for conduct unbecoming an 
artist. 

Monday (7) the act and their 
agent, Benjamin David, appeared 
before the V. M. A. At the sugges- 
tion of David it was decided that 
the boys would finish their two 
weeks with Loew before sailing for 
Europe July 23, but at a cut in 
salary, V. M. A. okayed the sugges- 
tion. 

Bob King, the brother who was 
attacked in Pittsburgh, exonerated 
Matty, stating a person unknown 
had beaten him up. 

Matty King and his brother Bob 
were reported to have had it out 
while the act was at the Penn, 
Pittsburgh, with Matty going after 
Bob with a club, according to the 
allegations at that time. Matty was 
taken to the police station on an 
assault charge, but released when 
no charge was pressed. 


Marriages of mixed vaude part- 


hook 


professionally 


ners, who up maritally as 
anticipa- 
to 

and 
that | 


routes 


well as in 


of 
gether, 


tion playing long routes 
rarer 
be 


long 


are becoming 


The 
aren't 


rarer, reason may 


there any more 
to be played by nice married vaude 
folk even singly, let alone together. 

Under the shortage of long 
routes lately, there been 
such a wedding of any note in over 
a year, where formerly they were 
frequent events. 


| 


In the past it wasn’t uncommon 
for the Jack and Tillie Desmonds, | 
perch acrobats and ground tum- | 


blers deluxe, to decide to make it | 
an act on and off after a long sea- 
son together. Or for the Desmonds, 
husband and wife, before starting, 
to discover at the end of the route | 
that they didn’t love each other. 
Today a fellow gets an idea for a 
good mixed two-act. He _ selects | 
the right sort of girl and they 
break-in on a first half. If the act 
doesn't at the break-in it’s 
Which déesn’t give Kid | 


| 
j 
| 
| 


£o de- 


cover 
well as the 


and 
here 


| vaudevillians 


Long Routes and Marriages 


In Vaude Falling Rapidly Away 


Cupid much time to string up an 
arrow. 

There used to be six months of 
time for a vaude act to break in 
before even becoming an act. And 


many times that was enough to un- 


holes in romance as 

act. 

While today, with routes so short 

things tough, and a week 

and a week there the best 

ivailable, it’s figured by 
that it might “0 


the the 


sO 


|'cheaper to look for the stray weeks 
ilone. 
FRODUCTIONS 
Personal service rep- 
resentation at all 


times. Not a factory. 
June Carr set for Aaron 
& Freediey’s Bert Lahr 
musical, 

SEE US 


JERRY CARGILL 


1560 BROADWAY, NEWYORK. 
TELEPRONE: BRYANT 0554-3 
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Unable to Agree 


with Unions, Fox 


Goes All-Sound in 3 N. Y. Houses 


When everything looked okeh for 
an adjournment between the pic- 
ture operators and the stagehands 
in the Fox metropolitan houses 
last week, whereby stage bands 
were to be permitted, without ac- 
cepting the unions’ de luxe house 
classification, the whole thing was 
declared off upon the unions refus- 
ing to offer conciliations. 


Fox's Star, Crotona and Park 
Plaza, vaudefilm houses, went into 


TO OUR PAL JOE 


I want to ride on his trolley car 

To a place up above, where true fellows are, 
Cause I’m just an actor, I’m seeking to find 
If the Starter St. Peter recognizes my kind. 
I’m looking for someone, of him you must know, 
He was our pal and buddy, we all called him Joe, 
We miss him, my journey won't come to an end 
Till I ride again with my heavenly friend. 

So just Jet us ride to that heavenly gate, 
Please tell him, St. Peter, his buddies await. 
Let me look through the gates, there an angel I'll 


see. 
I know I can’t touch him, but tell him for me, 


That I was here looking for him, and just say, 
We'll meet when the curtain rings down on my 


Diay. 
Written by his pals 


Henry Bergman and 
Bob Nelson 


(Advertiseent) 


Wanted 20 Good Looking, Chorus Girls 
Those that can sing and dance, sea- 
son of 40 weeks or more; want me- 
dium sized girls; no drinkers need 
‘answer. 

(Mutual Circuit), the Orpheum The- 
atre, Paterson. Send your home ad- 
dress, also phone number. 


Address Billy Watson, Watson Bidg., 
Paterson, 


‘straight sound films Sunday (6). 


Academy in 14th street is sched- 
uled to eliminate its entire stage 
show Friday (11). 


Fox’s Brooklyn remains as it is 
at present, with all of its union men 
now on a week to week basis. 

The straight talker policy will re- 
main effective indef, although there 
is expected to be some sort of un- 
derstanding reached by fall if the 
houses restore either the pit music 
or stage shows. 


It is the decision of Harry Ar- 
thur, Fox theatre director, to keep 
the houses union, employing only 
the minimum house crew to operate 
on its straight film basis. 

All the musicians, stagehands 
and operators got their notices with 
the retention only of sufficient ope- 
rators for th~ booths. 

By engaging union projectionists 
the Fox office sidestepped any pbe- 
lief it is out to fight the unions. 


ILL AND INJURED 


Freddie Babbs laid up with head 


wound and nervous shock from 
swimming pool accident when div- 
ing. Flora Parker of Parker and 
Babbs is temporarily working with 
Muriel Kaye. 


Henry Herbel, Universal exchange 


head in Chicago, recovering from 
pleurisy in Presbyterian hospital, 
Chi. 


BOOKING 


Marcus 
BOOKING AGENCY 


General &xecutive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 


160 WEST 46"ST- 
BRYANT 7800 NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


MANAGER 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 


Loew 


BERT LEVEY’S TRY AT 
COAST TIME REVIVAL 


Los Angeles, July 8. 
Inactive for some time, the Bert 
Levey circuit is planning to step 
out this fall with an attempt to 
line up about 12 or 15 weeks of 


“small time” from Chicago to the 
Coast. Levey figures that condi- 
tions at present are timely for the 
move, and is making a check on 
independent theatre owners who 
might be interested. 

Right now Levey is booking only 
two houses on the entire Coast: 
the Hippodrome, Los Angeles, and 
Mission, Long Beach. At one time 
the Levey time embraced around 15 
weeks through the middle west and 
far west. . 


Insurgent Act Lay Off 


Grausman, Hess and Valle, who 
caused commotion last week when 
reporting at the Fox Academy and 
told to cut, were smoothed out when 
the booking office decided to keep 
them a full week. 

The act missed one show on the 
opening date, with Phil Bloom prov- 
ing the pacifier. Fox did not place 
the act anywhere this week. 


Groody-Fleeson Dated 
Louise Groody of musical comedy 
will be Neville Fleeson’s next vaude 
partner, the couple teaming for 
R-K-O playing. 
They open Aug. 16 at the Palace, 
New York. 


Vaude Back in Elgin 


Elgin, Ill., July 8. 
Elgin, vaudeless for some time, 
reported due back in variety field 
in the fall. 


NEW ACTS 


Joseph Howard, with three girls. 
First half of this week at the Ken- 
more, Brooklyn, 


Theatres Proposed 


Albany, N. Y.—$750,000. Pearl street. 
Owner, care architect, John Eberson. 
Bay City, Mich.—Owner, care archi- 
tect, C. H. Crane, Fox Theatre Building, 
Detroit. 

Bethel, O.—$30,000. Grant Highway. 
Owner, Bethel Theatre Co Architects, 
Cc. C. & E. A. Weber, Cincinnati. 

Chicago.—$150,000. Owner, care archi- 
tect, E. Fuhrer, 188 West Randoiph 
Street. 

Chicago.—63d and Wallace avenue. 
Owner, Balaban & Katz Theatres Corp. 
Architects, Rapp & Rapp. 

Newark, N. J.—$4,000,000. Also garage. 
878 Broad street, 12 Lafayette street, 
Owner, Warner Bros., 
John Eberson. 
Platteville, Wis.—$50,000. Also stores. 
Owner, W. C. Tracey. Architects, Liver- 
more, Barnes & Samuelson. 

Ridgewood, N. J.—$275,000. The 
Ridgewood, Ridgewood avenue, Oak 
street and Maple avenue. Owner, War- 
ner Bros., Inc. Architect, T. W. Lamb. 

Watseka, Also stores. 
Walnut street. Owner, care architects, 


Inc. Architect, 


Buckley, Skidmore & Wainwright, Ham- 
mond, Ind. 

Watseka, Ill.—$75,000. Also stores and 
offices. Main street. Owner, care gen- 


ae contractor, Kaiser-Ducett Co., Joliet, 


Tom Hartley (Hartley and Shea) 
has recovered from recent nervous 
breakdown but has been ordered to 


rest over summer. 


4 


Incorporations 


Photo-Vox, Inc., New York, picture 
films; 200 shares no par; Sarah Schorr, 
Henry Alpert. Martin Friedman. 


1014 East 180th Stvest, ew York, the- 


atres, pictures; $25,0 Albert H. At- 
terbury, Simon E. Taylor 
Moore. 


Gordon Producttons, New York, thea- 
tres, 1,090 shares no par; Max Gordon, 
Aaron ‘Lipper, Walter J; Keeley. 

Fides Sound Films, Manhattan, sound 
films, $200,000; Frank Di Bella, Antonio 
Cc. Oranges, Francesco Trapani. 

Barwall Corp, Manhattan, 
Alfred M. Barbe, Emily Sigal, 
Lassman, 

Elmira Minutemen, Elmira, amuse- 
ments. Richard E. Myer, Norman J. 
Learned, Malcolm J. Wilson. 

Amrof Amusement Co., Manhattan, 
theatre, pictures. Tenie Forma, Jacob 
Mantinband, Morris Langer. 

Bordonaro Bros. Theatres, Olean. 
Charles Bordonaro, Joseph Bordonaro, 
Benedict C. Bordonaro. 

Radio and Television Co., Manhattan, 
100 shares no par; Jeanette Stabin, 
Louis Cantwell, Milton R. Weinberger. 

Eddie Dowling Amusement’ Corp, 
theatre, 13,000 shares—10,000 preferred 
$100 and 3,000 common shares no par; 


pictures, 
Kate C. 


Eddie Dowling, Clayton J. Heermance, 
S. Whitney Landon. 

Darktown Productions, Manhattan, 
theatres: Frank J. Friedman, Estelle 
Kaplin, Saul Hammer. 

Victory Theatre Ticket Office, New 
York, $10,000: .Kay C. Kress, Pauline 
Kress, Bernard Jacobs. : 

Granapat Theatre Corp, Manhattan, 
theatres, pictures; Robert S. Benjamin, 
Florence Abramson, Henry R. Danziger. 


Barbour and McKeogh, Manhattan, 
pictures, radio; Robert C. Flack, May V. 
Dugan, Dorothy K. Mueller. 

Whip Operating Co., Long Beach, 
operate theatres, roof gardens, $10,000; 


Florence Lempert, Joseph Nemerson, 
Irving G. Warshaw. 
DELAWARE 

Harry Copping Shows, amusements. 
$50,000. Harry Copping, Susan L. 
Cepping, Herman Bantly, Reynoldsville, 
Pa. 

New Grand Theatre Co., theatres. 
2 000. H. E. Grantland, L. &. Gray, 


S. Peabbles, Wilmington. 


"Overall Radio Corp., develop patents. 
$100,000. H. I. Brown, R. E. Thompson, 
L. S. Dorsey, Wilmington. 

Simpson Publications. 1,000 shares, no 
par. J. Vernon Pimm, Albert G. Bauer, 
Philadelphia; R. L. Spurgeon, Wilming- 
ton. 


CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento, 

Columbia Pictures 
fornia, Ltd., County of Los Angeles, 
30,000 shares, $300 subscribed; Harry 
Cohn, Lloyd Wright, Chas. D. Shaw. 

Thomas Prods., Ltd., Hollywood, $2,- 
000,000 capitalization; Richard Thomas, 
Willard Andrews, R. A. Heis, James 
P. Lawson, Daniel D. Steele. 

The Hollywood Club, Ltd., Hollywood, 
social and civic; Samuel Kress, C. H. 
Flebbe, William Holman. 

Colorcraft Pictures, Inc., Los Angeles, 


July 1. 
Corp. of Cali- 


capital stock $500,000, $50,000 sub- 
scribed; Herbert T. Kalmus (Boston), 
J. A. Ball, Samuel S. Hutchinson, J. 


B. Irsfeld, Arthur Alber, 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City.—Robin Hood Golf and 
Amusement Corp; capital, $2,000. In- 
corporators, A. Holcomb, K. Hamilton, 
and G. L. Morris. 


Statement and Designation 


Philadelphia Theatre Association Inc., 
Penn., theatres,New York office 215 West 
44th street, New York; Kate Jayne 
Davis, secretary. $500—500 shares no 
par. 

Changes in Capital 

National Greek Theatre, New York, 
1,700 shares increased to 3,100 shares— 


3,000 preferred $25 and 100 common no 
par. 
Excelsior Talkfilm Products 
New York, from $25, 000 to $50,000. 
Dissolutions 
New Try-It Theatre, Inc., Buffalo. 
Filed by Stephen T. Lockwood, Iroquois 


Corp., 


building, Buffalo. 
Eldor Theatre Corp. Filed by Alfred 
Sobol, 250 West 57th street, New York 


City. 


Benrose Theatre Corp, Brooklyn. 
Doren Theatre Corp. 


+ 


Milwaukee Stage Hands Given 
Ultimatum on R-K-0's Theatre 


Milwaukee, July 8. 

R-K-O has delivered an _ ulti- 
matum to the local stage hands’ and 
musicians’ unions to the effect that 
if the double shift system for pit 
and stage employees is not re- 
vamped for economy, its Riverside 
theatre will have to discontinue 
stage shows and go into straight 
pictures, 


The Milwaukee unions demand 
the employment of two full shifts 
of stage hands and musicians daily 
for vaude theatres. Riverside plays 
five acts with films on a full week, 
R-K-O claims the double shift adds 
too much to backstage expenses to 


‘permit the Riverside to show a 


profit. 

If the unions refuse to oenttie 
with R-K-O’s demands, not one 
shift, but both shifts of deck hands 
and musicians at the Riverside will 
be out of work next season, 


ANDRE & Co. 


ADAGIG FOURSOME 
BOOKED SOLID R-K-O 


Theatre Equipment 


THEATRE SWITCHBOARD, with Dimmer 
Rheostat, in good condition. Formerly used ia 
Olympic Theatre, Cincinnati. Will sell for ONE< 
FOURTH OF ACTUAL VALUE. 

Also 400 Leatherette Upholstered THEATRE 
HAIRS. Close out, each $1.25. 


For further information, call, write or phone 


CLEVELAND WRECKING CO., 
Cor. 4th and Smith Sts. CINCINNATI, 0, 


ENOS 
FRAZERE 


“Acme of Finesse’’ 
WEEK JULY 5, SALT LAKE 


Managers 
LEE P. STEWART & LEWIS MOSLEY 


R-K-0 PALACE, N.Y. (This Week, July 5) 


Direction: JACK CURTIS 


GLORIA FOY 
SAM CRITCHERSON 
ALAN DAVIS 


it 
pays to 


advertise 


joe and pete michon 


ask 
mother 


curtis 


HAVANIA 


THE ORIGINATOR AND ONLY ACT OF ITS KIND IN THE WORLD 


Offering 24 Complete Changes of Beautiful Gowns While Performing Sensational Stunts and Simultaneously Dressing 24 Girls lf Needed 


Direction JACK CURTIS 
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See 20 Warner Vaud Show Weeks; 
5-Way Rivalry for Acts, Maybe 


Reports on the adaptability of 
theatres for stage shows, now be- 
ing drawn in a survey of the cir- 
cuit, are awaited by the Warners’ 
booking department, with no def- 
inite drawing of plans and policy 
for Warner vaude possible until the 
reports are delivered. 

In an estimate, the Warner vaude 
department figures there probably 


will be around 20 weeks of playing 
time on the Warner vaude books 
by the start of next season. That 
would be double the present amount 
of time now booked in the office. 

Beyond the time estimate, noth- 
ing in the way of definite informa- 
tion is available. Where the vaude- 
playing theatres will be located and 
what stage policy they will decide 
on are points reported as being 
vague to Warners itself as to the 
outside at this time. 

The 20 weeks anticipated by the 
Warners’ new non - commission 
charging booking bureau likely will 
be composed of 75% vaude theatres 
and the rest in presentations. 

If that much Warner time devel- 
ops, it would boost that circuit’s 
booking office to an important spot 
in the booking field, allowing it to 
surpass Fox and almost equal Loew’s 
and Publix in the amount of play- 
ing time they are in a position to 
offer acts. Should the Warner ex- 
pectations for added vaude time ma- 
terialize and the Par-Publix stage 
show idea gain impetus, the pros- 
pects for next season would be for 
a stiff five-cornered act-buying com- 
petition. 


Chi. Club Agents Merge 
To Cut Cost, None Quits 


Chicago, July 8. 

The number of licensed club 
agents has dropped more than 50% 
in the last six months. Yet not one 
agent has dropped out of the field. 
Four or five of them are grouping 
in single offices, chipping in to buy 
the $50 license and $5 bond. 

In. spite of the tight spot the 
agents refuse to drop out, but are 
sticking around hoping. There are 
more than twice as many club 
agents in Chi now as there were 
two years ago. Most of them got 
into the field because it looked like 
easy money. 

After talking to several newcom- 
ers to the agency business, some- 
body has issued the following dope 
on “How to Become a Club Agent.” 
. Join a club or organization. Get 
appointed to the entertainment com- 
mittee. Go to see various agents 
in regard to acts. The first agent 
will quote certain figures for acts; 
other agents will quote other fig- 
ures for the same act, the last 
agent usually asking the least. 
Call up the acts and offer them your 
own figure. Charge your organiza- 
tion double the figure, thus making 
yourself an agent and booker. Some- 
body will like your show and ask 
you to book the entertainment for 
their banquet. Give up the insur- 
ance business, hire desk and tele- 
phone and you're a full-fledged club 
agent. 


Hannah Williams’ Return 


Hannah Williams (Williams Sis- 


ters) is making a_ professional 
come-back in Billy Rose’s new in- 
timate revue. Her sister retired 


more than a year ago when marry- 
ing a trumpet player in Ben Pol- 
lack’s orchestra. 

Paula Trueman also goes with the 
Rose musical. 


Bob Baker with Jackson 


Bob Baker’s application was ap- 
broved this week by the R-K-O 
booking office to become associated 
with the Billy Jackson agency. 

Baker will operate under 
Jackson R-K-O franchise. 


the 


Blumberg Back 
Chicago, July 8. 

Nate Blumberg, western division 
manager for R-K-O, returned from 
a four-week inspection tour of his 
territory. Included a survey of the 
coast situation, where Blumberg 
made severa] changes. 

Blumberg, soon after his arrival 
here, left for New York to discuss 
the situation with the home office. 


‘SHOW, CHOW, DANCE, ALL 
FOR TWO BITS IN MINN. 


Minneapolis, July 

The ultimate in entertainment 
bargains is attained here. Besides 
a talker feature, a talker comedy 
and Pathe sound news on screen 
and four acts on its stage, the 
R-K-O Orpheum here now provides 
its patrons free refreshments, in- 
cluding sandwiches, spaghetti, cof- 
fee, etc., on its newly opened nifty 
roof garden, 

All this for 50c at nights and 25c. 
in the afternoon, or, if you use 
two-for-one tickets distributed 
through a big leop food store and 
a milk company, you get this 
amount of amusement and food for 
25c. at night and 12%c. in the 
afternoon! As an added attraction 
one night each week, there’s danc- 
ing on the mezzanine floor adjoin- 
ing the roof garden, with music 
provided by a local dance orches- 
tra! 

The roof garden-refreshments 
idea is that of Emil Franke, man- 
ager, and Herb Elisburg, divisional 
publicity and advertising manager, 
who have made arrangements with 
local stores, restaurants and food 
companies to provide the edibles 
and the necessary service without 
any cost to the theatre, in return 
for the free advertising. 


Pinch Hit Show Clicks 


Omaha, July 8. 

R-K-O band unit formed to fill 
in four weeks on the Orpheum in 
place of the Henry Santrey unit, 
opened here this week and drew 
almost an average week’s business 
in its first three days. 

In the show, with Peter Higgins 


headlining, are Louisville Loons 
(band), Cecelia Blair, Mills and 
Shea, Lucille Sisters and Markert 


Girls (line). Show will play Kan- 
sas City, St. Louis and Chicago fol- 
lowing this stand. 

Santrey abandoned the four 
weeks of the route, having played 
the towns named too recently. 


Trial of Gene Oliver 


Chicago, July 8. 
Cook County Tax Assessor Gene 
Oliver, on trial in United States 
Court for alleged income _ tax 
evasion, was formerly an Associa- 
tion producer of repute in Chicago. 
Oliver, who built up a large office, 
was on the Association floor for 
some time until he retired from 

business in 1923 to enter politics. 


Intacts and Fox, N. W. 

“We're working on it” was the 
comment Doc (M.D.) Howe in the 
New York Fanchon & Marco office 
as to the story that R-K-O intact 
bills would play some of the small 
stands of Fox West Coast houses 
in the northwest. 

Howe further stated that what 
time was being latd out, two days 
in Billings, Mont.; two in Belling- 
ham, Wash.; one day in Centralia, 
Wash., and two days in Aberdeen, 
Wash., was “merely an accommo- 
| dation.” 


Stage Shows in S. A. 


San Antonio, July §&. 


“Flesh” back at Publix theatre, 
Texas, with business reported good. 
Vie Insirilo and Ernest Houser 


to lead stage and pit or- 
Leo Weber at organ. 
using five acts and 


returned 

chestras. 
House now 

stage band. 


DOWD’S NEW JOB 


Tommy Dowd has been appointed 
manager of two R-K-O houses on 
Long Island, Dyker and Shell Road 
theatres in the Bay Ridge-Fort 
Hamilton sections of Brooklyn. 

Dyker will be stage band policy 
and the Shell Road straight pic- 
tures. 


Musical tabs supplant vaude bills 
at the City, Irvington, N. J., next 
week, with house playing combo 
of tabs and pictures, with tabs in 
on percentage basis. 


Peters and Hale have reunited 
after having split as team two years 
ago. 


Gus Van All In 


Gus Van, for i8 years the on 
and off stage partner of the 
late Joe Schenck, on account 
of his personal feeling for his 
old crony and pal, has given 
no thought to any immediate 
return to the stage, either as 
a single or with a new part- 
ner. 

Van was on Broadway Mon- 
day, still all in from the shcck. 
He may go somewhere and try 
to rest, but declares his long 
daily companionship with Joe 
is going to make it pretty hard 
for him to restart in stage 
work. 


HIGH FLIERS BECAME 
VAUDE ACT IN THE AIR 


Chicago, July 8. 
Fastest deal ever pulled was the 
grabbing of the Hunter endurance 
flyers by R-K-O for the Palace. 


Flyers landed late Friday even- 
ing, and appeared at the theatre 
the next morning. 

The Hunters were signed for 
vaude by the Morse-Richard-Hal- 
perin agency through ground repre- 
sentatives while flying. Further 
vaude time for them depends on the 
Palace week. Salary is $3,500. 

Nothing in the way of an act was 
expected from the quintet. House 
is putting in an m. ec. to introduce 
the boys and sister. Theatre lobby 
has a tremendous display, using all 
the possible aviation paraphernalia 
and practically everything the boys 
used, except the actual plane. -The 
flyers will also be in the lobby, ac- 
cording to the contract, to sign 
autograph books and shake hands 
with the customers. 


“Endurance” Offers 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Hunter Brothers, who took the 
endurance flying record in Chicago, 
have been offered contracts for a 


feature by Louis Bernstiend, local 
promoter. Matter of money remains 
to be okayed with the story already 
written by Alan McNeil of United 
Artists and a quick production 
planned if deal goes through. 

Meanwhile Sid Grauman thinks 
the boys worth $10,000 for two 
weeks of personal appearnaces at 
the Chinese, Hollywood, with 
“Hell's Angels.” 


Joe Lewis for Show 


Joe Lewis, former Chicago night 
club m. c. and now with Radio for 
talkers, was engaged Monday for 
the forthcoming ‘Little Show.” Al 
Trahan, previously engaged, will 
support the comedy end with Lewis. 

Attempt of the producers to land 
a star single woman has so far 
been unsuccessful. A deal for Ina 
Claire has apparently fallen through. 
Grace Hayes, from accounts, may 
fill the vacancy. 


VARIETY 


ACTS TOLD NOT TO MAKE 
NEXT STAND BY AUTO 


R-K-O agents have been advised 
by the booking office to notify all 
acts that due to several recent in- 
stances of late arrivals at theatres, 
the automobile jumping cancella- 
tion clause in the artists’ contract 
will hereafter be enforced. ? 

The clause provides for immedi- 
ate cancellation as the penalty for 
moving to one city from another 
by car. Its purpose is to protect 
the theatres against the arrival of 
acts too late to rehearse or go on. 

As for some time there were no 
eases of tardiness through auto 
trouble, lost drivers or bad roads, 
there has been some laxity with 
acts traveling by motor. Recently 
the booking office received a num- 
ber of complaints from out of town 
managers regurding acts not re- 
porting on time because of car dif- 
ficulty. 

Acts’ objection to the circuit’s 
ban against auto jumping is that 
on long laps the auto traveling is 
cheaper than by train. R-K-O’s 
answer to this is that salaries paid 
are considered sufficient to provide 
for railroad fares on all jumps on 
the route. 

Estimated percentage of acts 
using cars instead of trains to 
make their jumps in on the R-K-O 
is about 5%. 


Diamond with Morris in 
Charge of Midwest Vaud. 


Chicago, July 8&8. 

William Diamond, formerly west- 
ern booking manager for R-K-O, 
and who recently settled for the re- 
maining two years of his contract, 
has just signed a contract with the 
William Morris agency to take over 
their entire western,vaude depart- 
ment and to be their genera. west- 
ern vaude manager and representa- 
tive. 

Diamond automatically becomes 
representative and booker for all 
Publix houses in the west that now 
play vaude cr will play it in the 
future. 

Present vaude line-up to come 
under Diamond’s supervision are 
two and a half weeks in Indiana, the 
Belmont, Chi, the Adams, full week, 
in Detroit, Omaha and Des Moines, 
Racine, Kenosha, Portage and Bara- 
boo, Wis. According to plans, the 
time will be increased by several 
weeks in the fall. 

The local William Morris office 
personnel remains the same. Morris 
Silvers continues as general man- 
ager, Max Turner, general office 
manager, and Sam Bramson in 
charge of picture houses and pres- 
entations. 


Beach vaude has flopped in an 
attempted comeback at the Casino, 
South Beach, N. Y. 


St. Regis Hotel Pays $100,000 for 


St. Regis Hotel (N. Y.) manage- 
ment is going into the band man- 
a side-line, 
buying out Eugene Geiger’s 
tract with Vincent Lopez, for $100,- 
000, of which the hotel paid $75,000 
and Lopez contributed the other 
$25,000 to effect his release from his 
long term exclusive managerial 
agreement with the Vinlo Enter- 
prises, Inc., in which he and Geiger 
were equal partners. 

The 5th Avenue hotel wants Lopez 
exclusively at its hostelry, refusing 
to countenance Lopez’ breaking 
away as he did all last summer 
each night to double into Geiger’s 
Woodmansten Inn wherein he 
(Lopez) also was financially in- 
terested. 

The St. Regis intends to promote 


agement business as 


con- 


Lopez’ music in its hotel for al 
parties, social functions, banquets, 
etc. 


Geiger and Lopez have been asso- 
ciated for over five years dating 
from the old Casa Lopez on West 


64th street. 


Vince. Lopez Managerial Contract 


Dig 


Hollywood, July 8. 


Sign or the door of a vacant 
office in M-G’s scenario de- 
partment. 


“Joe Doaks-English spoken.’ 


F. & M. Specialists 


Hollywood, July 8&8. 
New specialists for Fanchon & 


Marco include Paul Mall (black- 
face), George Givot of Carroll's 
“Vanities,” and Bobby Gilbert, 


brother of Wolfe. 
Each man goes 

unit, with Bill 

placed the trio. 


into a different 
Perlberg having 


Henderson's Film Try 
Hollywood, July &. 
Dick Henderson, English vaude 
comedian, arrived here from Eng- 
land last Thursday. 
Henderson intends to try pictures. 


| now, 


New Sanatorium—Comment on It 


By “HAPPY” BENWAY 
Saranac, July 5. 

The long waited for has happer.ed, 
Fifty patients are now enjoying i*fe 
in the new N. V. A. Lodge. Come- 
ments are that it’s the greatest 
ever, a beautiful clubhouse with no 
hospital atmosphere so far, 

Patients are in utmost content- 
ment. Their comments are: 

George Harmon: “Oh boy, had I 


, known this I'd got the bug sooner.” 


Ben Shaffer: to 
even die in.” 

Eddie Voss: “If the cure is rest 
and sleep I'll get well here.” 

Andrew Molony: “Somebody is 
kidding ‘hell’ out of us.” 

Fred Rith: “To think I came near 
going behind with my dues.” 

Bobby Hatz: “Which goes to 
prove that being sick ain't so bad, 
eh?” 

Irving Bloom: “Anybody. who gets 
well now is nuts.” 

Russ Kelly: “Wire my agent to 
cancel all future time booked.” 

Just one big happy family in a 
happy home under happy condi- 
tions. 

Among those ordered to bed ac- 
count of set-back are Xela Ed- 
wards, Nellie Qeauly and _ Ben 
Shaffer. Harry English, after a se- 
rious setback, is once more himself, 
thanks to faithful curing. 

Catherine Vogelle is showing a 
marked improvement, having played 
the bed for the past six months, 
now sits up a little. 

Passing Show 

It is called the N. V. A. Lodge 
not sanatorium...Gladys 
Bishop, doing well, working tea- 
room as it were...George Harmag,, 
the life of the Lodge, great boy, 
doing well...J. C. Louden and Mrs, 
are in the best of pink condition... 
Leah Temple has 
100%...Dorothy Jolson sitting up 
..-Edith Cohen gets final okay; 
great comeback with much added 
weight...David Mavity will not be 
here much longer. He did the trick 
with faithful curing. Working soon 
... Andreas Erving, tipping 200, gain 
of 60 in six months...Jim Shields, 
picking up fine in two months’ cur- 
ing...Chris Hagedorn, at his best, 
nearly set for the big street... 
Andrew Molony, few more weeks 
will see him with those Broadway 
shows...Nell Gordon in a little 
while longer, will do the trick; feel- 
ing great...Eddie Voss is picture of 
health, very little trouble now... 
Benway up-for one meal a day. 
Sure, am eating the other two meals 
in bed...Richard Moore, up, out at 
times, report okay. 

Write to those that you know in 
Saranac. 


Shorts at Warners 


Yorke and King and Morris and 
Campbell were short-recorded last 
week at Warner’s Flatbush studio, 

From legit Otto Kruger, Alan 
Brooks and Vera Teasdale made 
“Mr. Intruder.” 

Murray Roth has acquired’ three 
Paul Gerard Smith scripts for fu- 
ture production. They are: “The 
Gob,” “One on the Aisle” and “Com- 
pliments of the Season.” All have 
been seasoned in vaudeville. 


“It's too swell 


George Jessel will record for 
Warners during week of July 21. 
Warner's after Walter Winchell 


for a short. 


Joe Woods’ Franchise 


Joe Woods, brother of Mae and 
Pat, has been granted a franchise 
in the R-K-O booking office by 


Charlie Freeman. 
When Joe last agented in the same 


office it was a partnership. This 
time his franchise is a single. 


LEE GIRLS QUIT UNIT 


Jane and Katherine Lee left the 
Publix “Sportland” unit in Boston 
last week, figuring the spot was 
unsuited to them. The Lee kids’ 
agent, Williar: Morris office, deemed 
it advisable that they step out and 
wait for a later unit. 

Olive Fay repigged. 


Team for Shorts 
Hollywood, July 8. 
Joe Phillips and Tom Patricola 
are negotiating with Educational to 
make short comedies. 


Patricola recently completed a Fox 
contract. 
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Mutual's Own Booking Agency 
| Holds Up Casting for Troupes; 
Performers Won't Pay 2 Commishs 


Casting is moving along with 
snail-like rapidity in Mutual’s cast- 
ing office. Three of the promised 
30 units, which Mutual will project 
in its rotary stock plan set, are un- 


der way. 

Tardiness in setting other casts is 
said to be precipitated through tal- 
ent represented by outside agents 
unwilling to pay two commissions 
for placements in the Mutual shows 
next season. 

Mutual's attempt at direct cast- 
ing has been somewhat of a bloom- 
er, through outside agents keeping 
their talent busy over the summer 
with non-Mutual operated stocks, 
and with these performers, of some 
rep in burlesque, unwilling to ditch 
their regular agents to go through 
the Mutual casting agency of which 
Ike Weber is in charge. 

In several recent instances per- 
formers approached by the Mutual 
agency have referred Weber to 
their own agents, claiming they’d 
accept if Weber and the agent could 
get together on the one commis- 
sion arrangement. As matters stand 
now all talent booked for the Mu- 
tual stocks must come through the 


Mutual agency with latter deriving 
the customary commission for 
booking. With the performer's 
regular agent also to be taken care 
of, it means double tariff for the 
performers thusly booked. Most 
are unwilling to stand for the dou- 
ble commission outlay through 
claiming money offered by Mutual 
not sufficiently attractive to stand 
the double commission strain, 

Mutual has not budged from for- 
mer requirements of its casting 
agency. It undoubtedly will re- 
main so as far as the performers 
are concerned unless Mutual agrees 
to waive commissions on _ talent 
placed in its shows by outside 
agents. 


Shows Held Back 


Mutual's regular season is set to 
usher in on Labor Day, with sev- 
eral of the units playing pre-season 
dates and opening several weeks 
sooner. It’s the latter outfits that 
have been badly setback through 
the holdouts and unless Mutual gets 
together with the outside agents, 
may be compelled to call off the 
pre-season dates because of existing 
casting difficulties. 


Empress, K. C., for Mutual; 
Local Chorus and $1 Top 


Kansas City, July 8. 

Empress here is announced to 
open Aug. 24 with Mutual bur- 
lesque, with Jack Dickstein, man- 
ager for the King Amusement Co. 
of Detroit. The King Co. tried 
stock burlesque at the Empress for 
a few weeks last season, but gave 
it up after complaints were made 
against the style of show being 
given, 

The Gayety, which has played 
Mutuals for several years, will try 
pictures. The Mutual will be given 
by traveling principals, with a local 
chorus, and the scale is announced 
at $1 top, with two shows daily. 

Empress was built about 20 years 
ago and has been tried with every- 
thing from its original policy of 
Sullivan and Considine vaudeville 
to its last attempt with stock bur- 
lesque. It is a couple of blocks off 
the main drag and has never been 
a success. 


Ann Corio Okay 

-Ann Corio, burlesque soubrette 
has successfully rallied from recent 
operation and is recuperating at the 
Bon Secours Hospital, Baltimore, 
Md. 

Upon release Miss Corio will rest 
for the remainder of the summer 
prelim to beginning rehearsals for 
a Mutual circuit show in which she 
will be featured next season. 
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LONDON 


Augustus Bingham is launching 
road shows of all-British musicals, 
with no indications they will ever 
get away from the sticks. 


Tom Walls, now starting on a 
new talker, is out of matinees at 
the Aldwych for the next three 
weeks, 


“The House That Jack Built” has 
folded after 332 performances, The 
Paul Murray-Jack Hulbert revue 
runs runs stand otherwise at “By 
the Way,” 342, and “Clowns in 
Clover,” 508. 


Gladys Cooper returns to the 
stage after a long absence in 
“Cynara,” playing opposite Gerald 
du Maurier. Celia Johnson is. also 
in the cast; H. M. Harwood and R. 
Gore Browne authored. 


An elaborate revival of “The Maid 
of the Mountains” is threatened by 
Robert Macdonald, who may list 
Annie Croft and William Dennis 
in it. 


The opinion in political circles 
that there would be a general elec- 
tion before the year is out is toned 
down by the fact that Lord Beaver- 
brook, head of the “Express” 
papers, has split with Stanley Bald- 
win, leader of the Opposition, over 
the subject of Empire free trade, 


Mild re-echo of the book price 
war in the States has been heard 
over here. Benn is issuing special 
“omnibus” volumes at $2. each. 
usually price fo rthis type of stuff 
here being $3.50. 


W. J. Locke, novelist and play- 
wright, who died last month, ‘left 
estate to his widow of $122,500. 

May Harvey, known in private 
life as Mrs. Charles Hunt Helmsley, 
sister of Sir John Martin Harvey, 
and herself a well known trouper of 
the past decade, died. 


The Forty-Three Club, owned by 
Mrs. Merrick, who pops in and out 
of places and does things in this 
town’s nite life, has been raided 
again. Names and addresses, etc., 
but no arrests. 


The Strand, which has now re- 
verted to Kyrle Bellew, its original 
lessee, re-opens July 3 with opera 
repertory. 


Kyrle Bellew, widow of Arthur 
Bouchier, the actor, is to marry 
John Beckett, Member of Parlia- 
ment. She has financial interest in 
the Strand theatre. 


. Carnera is being smeared across 
the law courts, in a case brought by 
Harry Levene, boxing manager, for 
alleged rake-off due on scraps in 
England. 


NEW YORK 


_ Henrietta Crosman, wife of Mau- 
rice Campbell, former dry execu- 
tioner for N. Y., said she was happy 
because her husband resigned. Miss 
Crosman, on the stage for 30 years, 
Stated they were socially ostracized 
during her husband’s reign: that 
wherever they did go there was al- 
ways drinking. 


June Vernon, 22, show girl, off 
stage, Edith Culley, was married to 
Samuel Davis, non -pro. Miss 
Vernon secured a divorce from her 
former husband, Billy Mosconi, in 
1929. She charged cruelty and 
stated that her husband would tie 
a large police dog he owned to a 
chair and tell the dog to watch her 
and not let her move. 

Frederic R. Coudert, Sr., appear- 
ing with Frederick C. Bellinger for 
Raymond Ackerman, one of the 
diners arrested at the Hollywood 
Restaurant for possessing liquor, in- 
dicated that if the decision against 
his client was unfavorable he would 
take the case to the United States 
Supreme Court. Coudert stated that 
the possession of liquor without in- 
tent to sell, manufacture or trans- 
port is not a violation of the Vol- 
stead act. He supported this con- 
tention with the recent decision of 
the Supreme Court in the Farrar 
case, where it was decided that the 
purchase by a citizen for private use 
liquor is not unlaw- 
ul. 


Audrey Ferris, picture actress, 
mentioned in Dr. Robert Buermann’s 
divorce suit, cast off her half 
Japanese husband, known on the 
coast as Archie Huntington, after 
she had him arrested for spanking 
her with a gin bottle. Huntington 
is charged by Dr. Buermann with 


having been over friendly with his 
estranged wife while employed as 


tutor-butler in the Buermann home 
at Lakewood, N. J. 

Huntington is the brother of 
Marion Saki, show girl, and first 
landed in Hollywood two years aga, 
where he doubled for film stars. He 
is known as a dare-devil aviator. 


An interlocutory decree of divorce 
has been entered in favor of Charles 
Shafton, chain drug store operator, 
who had aspirations to become 
known as a Broadway playboy, but 
abandoned them after the example 
of his wife, Lillian, and two boy 
friends, Frank Klein, said to be a 
bootlegger, and Andrew Carlock, 
night club entertainer. 

Suit was contested for five days, 
with Shafton and a horde of de- 
tectives telling of: finding Mrs. 
Shafton and Klein disrobed in a 
darkened room with nobody in the 
apartment. 

Witnesses for Mrs. Shafton testi- 
fied that they were in the apart- 
ment, at 811 Walton avenue, Bronx, 
at a birthday party during the raid, 
but the jury registered disbelief im 
their statements. 


Lita Grey Chaplin, former wife of 
Charlie, arrived last week from 
Europe. Reporters wanted to know 
the news of Lita’s “Baron” who was 
said to be showing Europe to her. 
She stated she did not remember 
any special baron. Persons whe 
arrived on the same liner called 
the reporters’ attention™to a tall 
young man who called her ‘dearie” 
and was said to ke extremely at- 
tentive to Lita during the voyage. 


Two plainclothes members of the 
Police Department witnessed “Vani- 
ties’ one night last week and took 
down in shorthand obscene or sug- 
gestive conversation that may have 


been spoken on the stage. They 
were also to watch out for sug- 
gestive actions, dances or situa- 


tions. 


Federal padlocks have been placed 
on “Dinty’’ west 46th street, 
Restaurant will remain closed for 
four months. 


Paramount-Publix will establish 
offices in the New York “Herald 
Tribune” building at 230 West 41st 
street next month. Home offices of 
the film company are in the Para- 
mount building. 


Five organizations held separate 
funeral services the night of July 2 
for Joe Schenck, vaudeville partner 
of Gus Van. Services were held in 
the Van and Schenck Club, 22 
Kossuth place, Glendale, Queens, 
Other organizations were the 
Queensboro Lodge of the _ Elks, 
N. V. A., Friars, Van and Schenck 
Club and the stagehands’ organiza- 
tion. Thousands of persons visited 
the club while the Schenck re- 
mains were in state. 


Report from Washington, D. C. 
states that Edgar Jacobs, local 
auditor for Paramount-Publix The- 
atres Corp., was. under. arrest 
charged with embezzling $50,000 of 
his firm’sS funds. Warrant was 
sworn out by Fred A. Leroy, New 
Gardens, L. I., president of the cor- 
poration. 


Summons obtained by Rene Car- 
tier, model, charging Midgie Miller, 
wife of Will Morrissey, with strik- 
ing her in the eye was dismissed by 
Magistrate Flood in West Side 

(Continued on page 63) 


Truck Gets Flop Out 
Of So. Bend Mid-Week 


South Bend, July 5. 

Jack Roof Players, musical tab 
with sound pictures, playing Oliver 
Theatre, under lease by Tony Brill, 
of Ft. Wayne, folded July 2, mid- 
week, under sheriff attachment of 
$206 filed by Harry Stevens for back 
wages. Many other bills unpaid. 
Show in for three weeks to miser- 
able business. 

Outfit left by “truck for the east. 
Brill’s second flop here; failed with 
burlesque last season at Pilackstone. 


Royal, Bowery, A Memory 


The Royal, Bowery (formerly 
Miner's) destroyed by fire some 
months ago while playing stock 
burlesque will not be rebuilt. 

Remains of former theatre site 
will be razed and commercial build- 
ing -will replace. 


Trocadero Changes 

Several changes at the Trocadero, 
Philadelphia, this week. 

Mary Sunde, Mazel Miller, Charles 
(Bimbo) Davis and Tommy Millet 
closed, 

Benny Moore, Babe Abbott, Jean 
Le Roy, Vi Buckley and Jean Bo- 


dine supplanted. 


| _ _ 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


HOLLYWOOD 
(Coast) 
(Presentation) 
Hollywood, July 5. 


Warners is locally taking up the 
stage show angle again and the re- 
sumption is on a far more elaborate 
seale than to which the Coast is 
accustomed. Bringing up the prob- 
lem of whether they’re going to 
keep it up, and, if they do, how do 
they get off the nut? 

This particular stage unit will do 

plenty for the Hollywood and as 
much when it moves to the Down- 
town, formerly the Pantages. Both 
houses have been straining liga- 
ments trying to reach five figures 
or many weeks. 
Splash. consists of around 60 
choristers, girls and boys, led by 
Al Sexton and maybe 10 minor spe- 
cialists. Productionally there are 
three full stage sets, lighting is ex- 
cellent (rare in the west), and a 
corking pit crew of 19 pieces under 
Arthur Moranz. And they clean it 
all up in 38 minutes. How many 
stage hands are back there to make 
these fast changes is a guess, but 
the number must certainly be up in 
the ‘teens. So that overhead is 
plenty, and the gross will be okay, 
too. If it’s not enough to break 
such shows as these must revive a 
waning interest in this theatre site. 
Incidentally, it remains a pip of a 
house for either pictures or stage 
shows. 

Curiously enough, revival of stage 
shows here is being used by War- 
ners to flash its 65-mm. film. That’s 
probably for the first time publicly 
anywhere. Certainly out here. It'll 
give those interested a chance to 
look over that universal focus this 
firm is developing which, in this 
case, reveals indistinctness on both 
sides of the film. 

Wide film shows the girls clamor- 
ing around Larry Ceballos for jobs. 
Dialog develops that stage shows 
are going back into the theatres; 
there’s a cheer and a fade into a 
rehearsal practice. Ceballos 
lines up the girls for a kicking rou- 
tine which comes downstage. Dis- 
solve on this transforms the girls 
into their stage costumes while 
doing the kicks and climax is the 
16 femmes booting their way right 
through the screen onto the stage 
as the lights come up. Gave the 
unit a peach start. 

Had Ceballos slipped a comedy 
punch somewhere in this presenta- 
tion the event might have come 
pretty close to being sensational. 
That’s all it needed to reach wow 
classification. There’s a light 
comedy dance by an elongated girl, 
but that’s about all. Other spe- 
cialties are all dancing, and okay, 
other than a male singing trio who 
warble fast enough not to become 
an impediment. 

Most of the costumes, and per- 
haps some of the sets, are pre- 
sumably direct from the studio. 
Why not? But the finale, on the 
July 4th hookup, looks especially 
produced and dressed. It’s a stair- 
ease for which Ceballos has bor- 
rowed the formations from the 
opening number. in “Show of 
Shows,” which was Jack Haskell's 
number. Looks like 70 people on 
the siage at the finish. 

Dubin and Burke, and Mitchell, 
Gottler and Meyer, all WB song- 
writers, are credited with the spe- 
cial tunes and lyrics, while Frank 
Murphy, Warners’ champ under- 
cover guy, is programmed for the 
lighting. Those stepping out of line 
to do something list as Carlita 
Crawford, Everett and Lowry (ball- 
room dancers); Martha Holland, 
singing with Sexton; Violet Barlow, 
Betty Bliss, Dorothy Roberts, and 
Ken and De Bard Brothers. 

Sexton leads the numbers smooth- 
ly, the first of which is “Honey- 
moon Parade,” in a forest set, in- 
cluding a flying bench and a parade 
of wedding couples of various na- 


tionalities all decked in white. 
“Rubberneckin’ Around” had _ its 


New York angle on a raised plat- 
form, across which paraded various 
counles as types. 

This number was presented intact 
with costumes and set from War- 
ners’ picture “Bright Lights.” Al 
Sexton merely sings it instead of 
Frank Fay. Picture is at Down- 
town with stage show at Hollywood 
and due to play the Downtown 
later. 

It may be a dangerous 
public gets idea that stage units 
will merely be repeats on scenes 
they’re likely to see on the screen 
somewhere else. This applying re- 
gardless of lavishness or flash. 

One remedy might be to hold 
back stage use until several weeks 
after screen release giving the pub- 
lic a chance to forget. 

“Strike Up the Band,” using the 
number of that name from the same 
show, was eight male hoofers build- 
ing it up behind Sexton before the 
Switch into full stage for the stair- 
case blowoff. 

Cebellos’ name is plastered all 
Over town above the billing for 
these revues on the claim that the 
natives know him. House has not 
increased its b.o. scale and business 
for the first de luxe show Saturday 
afternoon was good downstairs. 

Screen leader is “Nancy from 
Naples’ (WB) plus shorts and the 
newsreel. Added reel is six or eight 
minutes on “Evolution.” Very 
much like the Walter Futter footage 


policy if 


~ * 2 


bringing back the ancient flickers 
kidded by a comedy and unseen 
announcer. In this case it switches 
into bits from the first synchronized 
picture, first all-talker, all-color, 
ete., all-Warner films, including a 
snatch of Jolson warbling to Davey. 
No question that this first show 
is probably the best-looking picture 
house unit the town has seen in 
months, and being in for two weeks 
at each of the WB theatres here, it 
gives the staff a fortnight to turn 
them out. Sid. 


NEWSREEL 


(EMBASSY) 
New York, July 7. 

Any time any day it takes exactly 
45 minutes to run off the Fox 
Movietone-Hearst Metrotone news- 
reel at the Embassy. One price, 
25c., holidays included. 

Such an institution as the News- 
reel theatre has developed into in 
this metropolis should be duplicated 
by Fox in other keys. It draws 
business—new business; and al- 
though the estimate is so freely 
made because it cannot be as easily 
contradicted that 70,000,000 Ameri- 
cans are now theatregoers, the pic- 
ture theatres of this country still 
need new trade. 

The Embassy draws the strollers 
along Broadway. the impatient date 
makers, the train waiters, the time- 
killers, and after those the un- 
told thousands who think the news- 
reel is the best single feature, now 
that it is in sound, ever devised in 
the film industry, as it was also in 
the silent era. But theatre men 
apparently never discovered the 
newsreel until sound became the 
important potent portion of it that 
sound now is, to make the sound 
newsreel the most influential world’s 
medium for propaganda that can be 
thought of, not excepting Radio. 

The Keith and Orpheum circuit 
for years employed the Pathe news- 
reel to open its vaudeville shows, 
after the orchestra’s overture, to 
prevent the opening acts from 
squawking that not enough people 
were in the house when they ap- 
peared, Is it any wonder the 
moving picture theatre swept the 
amusement field? 

While this Embassy, the only all- 
newsreel theatre in existence, is 
drawing the best, the class and the 
intellectuals of New York into its 
seats each and every week. Prob- 
ably there are numberless citizens 
of Manhattan who go to the Em- 
bassy and no other picture theatre 
—perhaps no other theatre. It’s the 
world in action in 45 minutes, al- 
ways. Perhaps not always, how- 
ever, of what is known as “spot 
news” or current happenings of 
general importance or interest, but 
always action. And when not action 
nowadays on the - newsreel, it’s 
speech. That came with sound, and 
mostly the speech is propaganda. 

Today at the Embassy, with Fox 
seemingly owning most of the news 
clips and Hearst’s the scenic or 
library stuff, there were three dis- 
tinct pieces of propaganda. Patel, 
native leader of India, speaking for 
his countrymen, was perhaps justi- 
fied, although England had no op- 
portunity simultaneously to coun- 
teract. 

The worst judgment was exhibit- 
ed by an Indian, called the Sage of 
Alberquerque. He tried to within 
two minutes emphasize the aged 
and centuries old woes of his race 
against the whites. The Sage only 
succeeded in leaving a poor impres- 
sion of himself and how the Indian 
may think nowadays. Had this In- 
dian, sage or dumb, told the world 
on the screen that the white man 
had withered a great nation of In- 
dians, he would have had sympa- 
thizers. But he called the whites 
dollar lovers, and along that line of 
reasoning. Someone might have 
written him a better spiel for a re- 


take. 
The other and rather blatant 
propagandist was Poultney Bige- 


low, of some rep. He had returned 
from a visit to the Kaiser in the 
latter’s retreat. Wanted to convey 
his picture of the man who near 
ruined the world as not the insti- 
erator of the war, but a “truthful 
honest, gentle and courageous 
rentleman,” who will let time de- 
cide for him. Time has decided. 
Mr. Bigelow would need more than 
the newsreel limit to convince even 
the intellectuals that the Bill who 
only saw red from almost the day 
of his birth will ever be painted 
with any other color, on screen or 
page. 

In comedy the clips were of Peter 
Arno and Soph Tucker. Just to 
think, that Tucker dame is now in 
London, and here’s a newsreel kKeep- 
ing her before this public all over 
this country. Some press agentry. 
And Soph got a laugh. She said 
the English like ’em fat, and she’s 
got to go to 185 to hold her popu- 
larity over there, because the par 
of Red Hot Mammas in England is 
185. Soph looked pretty good, too. 

Arno is the ecaricaturist for “The 
New Yorker,” the weekly humor 


sheet. On that weekly he has 
turned out some excellent snappy 
laugh cartoons, but Mr. Arno 


shouldn’t transcribe them for the 
screen so _ literally. His “Mrs. 
Astor’ bathroom gag is pretty raw, 
even if told pretty fast. The Arno 
bit not so hot, but might become 
a good newsreel feature perhaps if 


No Hold-Over Clips 


Fox Movietone News execu- 
tives except to a statement in 
a “Variety” revue of the News- 
reel theatre (Embassy) that 
half a dozen news reel clips 
had been held over from the 
previous week. 

Trueman Talley, Fox news- 
reel editor, says clips were not 
held over and never have been 
since the Newsreel theatre 
started. 


confined more to his caricatures and 
less to his unbridled tongue. 

In news, very limited this week, 
the arrival of Amy Johnson, the 22- 
year-old English flier, in Sydney, 
Australia, and the remarkable re- 
ception she received there; also the 
return of Bobby Jones to New York 
last week, with the King of Sweden, 
71, playing tennis, giving that guy 
all of the credit in the world, and 
the combined Army, Navy and 
Marine bands playing “Stars and 
Stripes” on the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial in Washington on the 
Fourth. 

Travelogs were Indo-China from 
a plane, and cold, with Norway, 
up-stream, colder. 

Library stuff: Hot weather ballet 
near a creek, foolish; Siam Royal 
Troupers, meaning not a _ thing; 
Jap festival with jiu jitzu and such, 
side-wheeler race along the Miss, 
Ned Wayburn’s pupils exercising on 
a roof, and so on. 

But still 45 minutes of action, 
worth seeing each and every week. 

Sime. 


CAPITOL 


(Stage Band) 
New York, July 5. 


Waring’s Pennsylvanians step into 
the Capitol for the week to take 
over the presentation assignment to 
the exclusion of the usual varied 
stage show. They do 35 minutes 
and make a novel bit of presenta- 
tion for this type of de luxe theatre 
program, carrying off the assign- 
ment in perfect style by the unique 
knack they have of staging their 
own specialties. 

Affair is almost stag. Organiza- 
tion has four girls doing a brief 
bit or two, one of the femmes doing 
a couple of tap routines with the 
young trombone player and the 
other three appearing for a moment 
for harmonizing, but these items 
are minor and incidental. The 
punch is delivered by the aggrega- 
tion singly or in group. 

Encore brought the boys out front 
sitting at a banquet table and vis- 
ible only from the waist up. In 
this formation they sang a travesty 
version of a college song, with arm 
drill and novel precision move- 
ments that had in it a world of 
comic effect. 

Setting is of the simplest, mere 
house drapes of black velvet as a 
background for the yellow and light 
blue of the boys’ uniforms. Whole 
thing is different, genuine enter- 
tainment and a welcome novelty 
from the house routine. 

Picture, “Unholy Three” (Chaney- 
M-G-M) runs 74 minutes, leaving 
time only for the news reel, one 
short, travelog with off-stage lec- 
turer, and the overture, the last- 
named, “Recollections of Great 
Composers,” which works into a 
medley of opera standards and 
nicely arranged to finish with a 
smashing aria, the prison scene 
from “Il Trovatore.” Rush. 


PARAMOUNT 


(Presentation) 
New York, July 5. 

Paramount’s stage looked the 
same this afternoon as it did a year 
ago, or two years ago. The picture 
was different, the news reel also, 
but the stage presentation seemed 
the same. It wasn’t, though, It was 
new and Lew McDermott’s, called 
“Sportland” because Stan Kava- 
naugh juggles rubber balls and In- 


dian clubs. Not so many girls, 
either, but six of the line, and six 
boys. They had Indian club dance 


numbers, too, while the set was a 
gym background. The finale num- 
ber was attractive and the only 


one to attract anything. 

Pretty slim basis for a 40 minute 
show. 

This is the kind of a bill where 
the picture does not support the 
stage show and the stage show 
does not support the picture. If 
Publix is running both on dates 
with the show rotating of course 
they can’t be blended accordingly. 
But this picture, Clara Bow’s “Love 
Among the Millionaires,’ could 
stand plenty of support, ever so 
much more than “Sportland” could 
give it or any other picture. 

Thankfully, however, there is al- 
ways a standard reliable at the Par- 
amount—the Jesse Crawfords and 
their organ. The Crawfords came 
in when the Paramount opened and 
let's hope they will still be there 
for many years to come, if Par- 
amount can hold the world’s great- 
est popular organ players. This 
week Mrs. Crawford is alone at the 
pit console. A slide says this is 
her final week until fall. So Jesse 


| | 


must be on vacation, due to return 
next week. It’s all right if only 
one of the Crawfords is about, as 
long as there is a Crawford and 
an organ at the Paramount. The 
Crawfords must have built up a 
huge following at that corner. You 
remember them and their music 
when you can’t recall another thing 
about the show. 

3eorge Beatty is m. c.’ing at the 
Paramount and maybe new this 
week. He gags a bit, sings a punch- 
line song and leads the stage band. 
Got laughs in a pleasant way and 
didn’t intrude against the other per- 
formers. 

Kavanaugh made a comedy hit. 
They liked his juggling. He has 
a few new twists in his kind of 
work and they are effective. In 
the big Par of course the juggling, 
although Kavanaugh talks mean- 
while, is the convincer, for the 
laughs come from the dumb part 
of the turn. 

House filled up Saturday after- 
noon by 2, end of the first stage 


show. Sime. 
(Presentation) 
Chicago, July 4. 
First show at this southside 
house usually spotted at about 4 
o'clock. Being July 4, first show 


went on at 3. This house runs three 
stage shows regularly, with four on 
holidays. 

Presentation is Fanchon & 
Marco “Miniatures” Idea, meaning 
the Singer Midgets, 23 of them. 
Plenty of novelty and entertain- 
ment for this neighborhood spot. 
Show moves fast, through many 
changes of set, and delivers every- 
thing in the way of presentation 
material. 

Opens on a dock, a cue for “Wom- 
en of All Nations.” Rather a mean- 
ingless opener, but introduced the 
company. Followed by a weak 
magic bit. Disappearing stuff mild. 
A toe dance by a femme and a nice 
chorus number, although the dis- 
parity in heights of the women 
weakens the bit. Strong man on 
for some weight lifting, with ace 
being lifting of pony and rider. A 
couple of song and dance numbers, 
and the 10-piece band takes the 
stage for about 15 minutes. Every- 
thing from jazz to the classics. 
This was especially big with the 
fans. A couple of vocal numbers 
spotted here. Warbling, especially 
by the femme, not powerful enough 
to reach the back rows here. Meg- 
aphones would help. 

Show closes with the animal pa- 
rade and performing elephants. 
For the kids in here this holiday 
afternoon nothing could be sweeter. 

“Movietone Follies” (Fox) fea- 
ture. Business good Friday after- 
noon. 


LOEW’S STATE 


(“Victor Herbert” Unit) 
Los Angeles, July 5. 

Reflecting ciass start to 
finish, this unit should score neatly 
as entertainment. No names or 
featured artists in the line-up. Peg 
Leg Bates, colored one-legged tap 
dancer in for the local engagement, 
was the individual hit, but will not 
travel with the unit. 

Idea is dedicated to the memory 
of Victor Herbert, the dedication 
eliminating the customary royal- 
ties for use of his numbers. For 
starter a trailer is flashed on a 
scrim eulogizing the late composer. 
Orchestra on the stage plays a 
medley of Herbert numbers which 
continues after the scrim flies. The 
Victor Herbert Quartet (mixed) 
works behind the orchestra singing 
the chorus of each number played. 
Each of the songs is repeated later 
as dance routine, although all in 
taps and could be varied to advan- 
tage. 

Chorus of boys and girls for 
their opening do a fast military tap 
routine in summer costumes, Fresh- 
ness of personnel and costumes 
gives the presentation a_ great 
start. 3uddy Howe next with taps 
and finishes strong with a hock 
routine on stairs. Good appearing 
juv and sells his dancing with per- 
sonality. 

Walter 
band, does a 
trombone, which is 


Powell, member of the 
train imitation on his 
the only laugh 


in the unit. Lack of comedy is not 
obvious, however, due to fastness 
of production and excellent chorus 
work. 

Chorus next with a wow number, 
never getting off their haunches. 
Girls were called back for a bow 
on it. 

Peg Leg Bates scored with his 
tapping, showing exceptional abil- 
ity. Finale had the line posing on 


steps, while three girls are lowered 
from the grid in glass balls revolv- 
ing rapidly. New here and very ef- 
fective. 

Georgie Stoll and his band work 
on the stage are playing from start 
to finish with nary a fiddle off the 
chin during the 40 minutes. One 
disadvantage of this unit is that a 
weak house band will crab it. Stoll 
organization here kept up the 
tempo. 

A new line of 10 girls replaces the 
old permanent house line. New girls 
are all lookers and pay strict at- 
tention. 

“Unholy Three” (M-G) and Met- 
rotone News for film fare. Thurs- 
day’s second show off in attendance 


with the house about half filled. 


ROXY 


(Presentation) 
New York, July 5. 

Death, always an uncomfortable 
comedian, is rather too predominant 
in the current Roxy program. A 
Disney cartoon, “Cannibal Capers,” 
plays tunes on skulls. “Limehouse 
Blues” has the old rattlebones pre- 
siding as master of the revels, and 
in another presentation “Dance of 
the Hours” the moderator is Father 
Time, first cousin to the hollow- 
eyed visitor. All of which will not 
pass entirely unobserved although 
many might regard the criticism as 
captious. 

There is something less than the 
usual measure of inspiration and 
freshness in this week's stage items. 
Even the Roxyettes are a fraction 
of a kilowatt under their customary 
brightness. In the case of “Lime- 
house Blues” the symbolism of the 
ballet is somewhat obscure while 
in “Dance of the Hours” too ob- 
vious. 

azeorge Kunowitch is dancing with 
Patricia Bowman instead of Leonide 
Massine this week. George's joints 
are well lubricated and his man- 
ners are quite elegant, but he 
seemed to miss that pyrotechnic 
touch of Massine. Which is not, 
however, to say that Mr. Kunowitch 
is in any sense unworthy of impor- 
tant responsibility. 

“Song of the Flame,” an inter- 
pretative French revolution choral 
effort, was robustly led by John 
Gurney. Caperton and Biddle, an 
excellent adagio team, participated 
in “Limehouse Blues,” while Lucille 
Fields warbled attractively. 

Orchestra played Von Suppe’s 
“Pique Dame” for splendid results, 
It’s a selection well arranged to re- 
veal the instrumentation of big pic- 
ture house bands, if there are any 
outside the Roxy. 

“On the Level” (Fox) on the 
screen with the customary Fox 
Movietone News and the aforemen- 
tioned Disney Cartoon. Business 
light Saturday. Land. 


ORIENTAL 


(Presentation) 
Chicago, July 4. 

“Boys,” Lou Lipstone probably 
said to the production men last 
week, “we've got to produce a 
patriotic stage show for Inde- 
pendence Week, something to ex- 
emplify the spirit of this great na- 
tion, something to stir the hearts of 
the audience with the realization of 
how far we have progressed since 
the Colonists froze at Valley Forge.” 

So, pepped up by the Lipstone 
speech, the Oriental stage today re- 
veals that good old American cus- 
tom, “Boop Boop a Doop.” Mark 
‘Fisher, in from the westside to lead 
the band this week, and to deliver 
two excellent vocal numbers. 

“Boop Boop a Doop” opens with 
a nice chorus bit, and then a dancing 
bit by one of the three Di Gitanoes. 
Girl has a fast spinning twirl as her 
ace. The other two, man and girl, 
of the act, are on the stage later 
for their acrobatic Apache num- 
ber, mixing it with some _ slow 
comedy. 

The presentation theme song is 
delivered by Claire Eart, who is 
announced as the winner of the 
“Helen Kane” contest in New York, 
where they have such things. Any- 
way, Miss Eart sings songs that 
sound more like Helen Kane than 
you would think. 

Closing act was Coscia and Verdi, 
hoke comedy instrumentalists, using 
violins as much as possible. Lots 
of laughs for the audience here and, 
according to the returns, was out- 
standing. 

“Sweethearts and Wives” (FN), 
feature, “Insurance,” with Eddie 
Cantor, was the short. Four sound 
news clips, Preston Seller organ- 
log and a “1776” overture com- 
pleted the outlay. 

siz was weak at the first show 
Friday. Loop. 


FOX 


(Presentation) 
San Francisco, July 4. 

This house stepped out and did 
things for its anniversary show last 
week. Opening the Saturday per- 
formances at 8 in the morning with 
entertainment that filled the 5,000- 
seater even at the breakfast hour, 
it continued to keep crowds coming 
during a record week. 

General excellence marked the 
program, but probably the out- 
standing feature was the appear- 
unce Saturday of a radio unit known 
as the Shell Happy Timers, headed 
by “Dobbsie.” This radio bunch, 
comprising some 14 voices in a male 
chorus, has numerous’ individual 
singers and instrumentalists, with a 
following among western listeners, 
They appeared in person on the Fouts 
stage. A. M. Bowles, division man- 
ager for Fox West Coast Theatres, 
arranged to have the entire show 
put on the air. i 

In addition to the audience inside 
the theatre, it was estimated an 
“invisible” audience of some three 
million located in 11 western states, 
heard the show. This early morn- 
ing matinee was pulled as an affair 
for “shut ins.” Invalids and crip- 
ples, about 100, were guests of the 
theatre and the oil company spon- 
soring the radio program and were 
provided with transportation to and 
from the Fox. Some of them were 
brought from towns 70 miles away. 


(Continued on page 43) 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 9, 1930. 


PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 

Ruth Etting and Lou Holtz, again 
topping the bill, are holding over 
from last week, and doing some- 
thing distinctly different for h. o’ing 
acts at the Palace. Both are doing 
completely new turns for the second 
week, and very successfully. 

For the past couple of years, with 
material for the last big timer un- 
comfortably scarce, holding over at 
the Palace has become an ordinary 
event in many a name act’s life. 
But generally the second week with 
most acts is the same as the first, 
in turn and material used, for a 
couple of reasons. One, that the 
number of Palace calibre acts that 
can give an entirely new perform- 
ance in the second week and make 
it as strong as the first can be 
counted on the fingers of a one- 
armed guy. Acts willing to chance 
a brodie with untried stuff in the 
second week are rarer than fleas 
on a hairless pup. 

"With that in mind, it seems a 
chance was taken in depending on 
a pair of repeats for second week 
strength, but it so happens that 
Miss Etting, singer of popular 
songs, and Holtz, monologist who 
ad libs and writes his own talk, 
are doing as well in week two with 
new turns as they did the week 
before. 

Around the second week duo, 
with Etting and Holtz as founda- 
tions for the bill, is another good 
show. Good ones at the Palace are 
becoming as frequent as bad ones 
were not so long ago. Last week’s 
mopup trio, Etting-Holtz-Bill Rob- 
inson is transformed currently to 
Etting-Holtz-Comedy. This week’s 
punch is delivered with a laugh. 
Hard hitting comedy all the way 
and none socking any harder than 
Smith and Dale’s kitchen and “Dr. 
Kronkheit” scenes. The many pass- 
ing years have failed to cop a 
laugh or iota of effectiveness from 
these two delicious pieces of vaude 
comedy business. 

Between Holtz and Smith-Dale 
there was enough in the comedy line 
for the average bill, but more be- 
sides with five out of eight grap- 
pling for laughs and none missing. 

s¥ioltz had them heavy on the giggle 
all afternoon as pacemaking m. c. 
for the others. He netted his cus- 
tomary bale in his own spot. Any- 
one looking for the chief reason 
for the bill’s loud click can stop at 
Holtz. 

Holtz closed the first part with 
his own single act. To stop the 
applause he came out before the 
intermish traveler and said he’d 
have ice cream for them when they, 
returned. It was no gag, for Lou® 
did have the cream, brought in 
containers from Mrs. Gerson’s. 
That brought on a plug for the 
restaurateur, but okay as Basil had 
paid for his orchestra seat. Holtz 
said the seven ice creams cost him 
70 cents. On a yearly basis, he 
figured out loud, the ica cream gag, 
at 70 cents a show, would set him 
back $40,000 for the season. Basi! 
passed out. 

Max, the acrobatic canine trainer, 
and his equally acrobatic Gang 
(dogs) opened so smartly that the 
show was stopped before it started. 
If anyone thought such a start was 
too good for ensuing safety, that 
was immediately forgotten when 
Adela Verne, a class pianiste for 
the Palace and for vaude, smacked 
them all over again. 

sy the time Joe and Pete Michon 
finished in the trey, getting the 
usual gasps and admiration for 
their breakneck falls, there was no 
question about this being a show. 
From there on it depended only on 
whether Etting and Holtz would 
come through—and they did. 

Miss Etting followed the Michons, 
doing four songs, none used the 
previous week, and “Ten Cents a 
Dance” for the encore. She added 
“True Blue Lou” with Holtz foiling 
as the pansy sweetheart and mak- 
ing this another of the bill’s stand- 
out comedy moments. Miss Etting. 
with her two pianists on the same 
set, is dressed this week in a slinky 
gold gown and verifies beyond doubt 


that Ziegfeld billing. With her 
looks, personality and singing 
Ruth Etting is now the triple 


threat of the single women’s back- 
field. 

Gloria Foy, with Sam Critcherson 
and Alan Davis, opened the second 
part. The difference between these 
people and most coming in from 
the musical stage is that Miss Foy 
and her company bolstered their 


musical comedy antics with a 
vaude idea, and sell both with 
clever playing. On top of the 


~ gicely written idea there is class 

“ahd talent in this turn that places 
it high above the average of the 
type. 

Smith and Dale get some power- 
ful vocal assistance from a two- 
man team, Mario and Lazeren. 
These two boys formerly did their 
own turn. This way the combina- 
tion of their voices with the Smith 
-and Dale fun is mighty strong. The 
Avon Four, for all its years, has 
mever fared better than at the 
Palace Saturday matinee. It was 
a couple of panics in one. 

Odd sort of closer in Havania. 
but by that time whatever hap- 
pened would have made little dif- 
ference. Havania? is a female im- 
personator with a novel quick 
change idea. Pulling off another 
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gown every few seconds, he mixes 
the sight stuff with some difficult 
chair and table balancing. Stand- 
ing against Havania? is a sloppy 
pair of hose that wouldn't be very 
pretty even if hung straight. The 
thickness of them and the wrinkles 
made the hosiery look out of place. 
Havania? strips off about 40 
pounds of clothing during the act, 
according to an introductory an- 
nouncement by Holtz. That figure 
sounds fairly accurate. Havania? 
dresses in quantity but not quality. 
He needs some dolling up. This 
way it wasn’t good’ Palace. 

This bill, while heavy on enter- 
tainment, may need a break in the 
weather to reach last week’s gross, 
especially since the top liners are 
repeaters. So pray for snow, boys. 

Bige. 


R-K-O 


(Vaudfilm) 
Los Angeles, July 3. 

Looks like vaude at the R-K-O is 
in for some heavy plugging, in line 
with the general order out to “sell 
vaudeville.” With the cost of the 
shows, including musicians, stage 
hands and advertising around $5,000 
a week, R-K-O is out to get that 
money back. In the past few months 
the vaude in this house, particu- 
larly, has been bosted in the ads 
and billing until now it has reach- 
ed about an even break with the 
picture. A little too early yet to 
judge results, but the next few 
months should teil. 

Meanwhile the four-act road bills 
keep coming in pretty good shape. 
The problem of “name” draws is 
yet to be solved, but the average 
show here is at least entertaining. 
Current layout is good entertain- 
ment, well spotted and fast mov- 
ing. Flash act opener appears to 
be the regular thing now, with a 
“dumb” turn. usually on the other 
end. Where heretofore two similar 
acts on one bill would upset the 
works, causi | plenty of confusion 
and ill feeling among the acts be- 
sides, the shows now eliminate all 
that with more of a variety of tal- 
ent. 

“Sunkist” Eddie Nelson gets the 
headline award on this frolic. Nel- 
son has been in and out of vaude 
for some time, swinging over to 
productions in the past couple of 
years. His present turn is a re- 
hashed version of his old vaude act, 
minus the presence of Dolly Nelson, 
however. Material is not so forte 
and Nelson could do better, but he 
manages to put over what he has. 
Noteworthy of attention from 
the picture mob is Zelda Santley, 
an experienced little trouper of 
ability with mimicry, impersona- 
tions and her own personality. Miss 
Santley, since last seen around, has 
improved much. Her idea of Helen 
Morgan singing “Can’t Help Lovin’ 
That Man” would get applause 
even from Miss Morgan. Her other 
numbers are just as good and in- 
clude Ted Lewis, Chevalier, Eddie 
Cantor and Fannie Brice. 

Anne Pritchard, now carrying five 
hoofers, has a neat, flashy dance 
turn for the opener. Boys are 
youthful and capable steppers, while 
Miss Pritchard deserves the two 
limited boys she cops on her toe 
and whirlwind gyrations. 

Nelson’s plug for the St. Claire 
Sisters and O’Day helped the wheel 
trio hold ’em in to the last trick. 
This turn, around for years, just 
as good as ever with the two girls 
adding class that’s missing in usual 
acts of this kind. 

First show (Thursday) lapped up 
over an hour; about 10 minutes 
more than regulation. House or- 
chestra shows considerable im- 
provement under Dan Russo’s di- 
rection. Former Chi Palace con- 
ductor makes ’em step. 

“What a’ Man” (Sono-Art), fea- 
ture. Biz good, which is custom- 
ary for the matinee. Span. 


(Vaudfilm) 
Chicago, July 5. 

This town hasn’t seen so many 
solid variety names in a month of 
Sundays, taking in this house and 
the rival spot, the Palace. 

At the second show here Satur- 
day, these names showed what good 
standard acts can do with any 
audience. Opening was Tom Lomas 
and Co. (seven), with hoke comedy, 
using a comedy prop horse for 
laughs, and closing with a flash of 
the performers stilts. With 
youngsters, surefire. 

Joe Termini made the deuce a 
neat spot, and gathered in laughs 
and returns in his nonchalant man- 
ner. Solid material that never fails. 
Danny Duncan and Co. (five) man- 
aged several laughs with their skit 
of family quarrels, and squeezed in 
a couple of song and dance bits to 
break up the routine. , 

Nan Halperin demonstrates a new 
phase with amusing impressions of 
worldlier ladies than she used to 
know. Especially noteworthy is 
Miss Halperin’s easy transition from 
the little Alice to the hot queen 
Catherine, and finally to the tragic 
Harlem gal. Big. 

Natacha Nattova, with the help 
of three men, closed with a fine 
dance flash. Outstanding was the 
double adagio, and closing 
“Mechanism,” an impression of this 
modern machine age. Done well. 

“Fall Guy” (Radio), feature. Busi- 


ness good second show 
. Loop. 


81st STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 

One of those happy blending of 
specialties that makes vaude, 
whether it’s at the Palace or a 
neighborhood small timer. No 
analyzing why this combination 
clicks, because it looks haphazard 
on paper, ,but it runs entertain- 
ingly. 

Originally they had programed 
only three turns and the addition 
of a fourth item as an afterthought 
brought a complete revision of the 
order. The addition didn’t mean 
much anyhow and playing No. 2 
was just a mild interval. 

“Dangerous Nan McGrew” (Par) 
was the feature, a rowdy comedy 
idea that’s weak in many partic- 
ulars, but serves for warm weather 
and has the advertising asset of 


Helen Kane’s name which may 
mean something ardund upper 
Broadway. 


Vaude running was Arthur Petley 
and Co., comedy casting turn of 
four people on a trampolin; George 
Martin and Helen Higgins, added 
starters, song and dance mixed 
team; Don Zelaya, pianist, and the 
Diamond Boys. The original pro- 
graming was almost the reverse 
of the final arrangement, that lay- 
out being for a three-act bill. 

The Petley Quartet, including a 
stalwart woman who scores a dra- 
matic surprise when she goes into 
contortion acrobatics, contortion be- 
ing the last thing she looks like at 
first flash. The string bean com- 
edian flying comic is the turn, a 
neat, simple acrobatic clown who 
gets his points without too much 
effort, besides doing a lot of really 
expert acrobatic feats. Come to 
think of it you never see an expert 
acrobatic clown who isn’t a good 
acrobat first and a comedian after- 
ward. 

Morton and Higgins are like any 
number of other mixed song and 
dance pairs. Songs are agreeable, 
dancing acceptable and the talk 
pretty thin in humor. They come 
and go, pleasing mildly. Morton 
looks like a seasoned trouper and 
he has as weak a collection of gags 
as you'll meet up with in a sea- 
son. Girl looks well, wears her 
clothes gracefully, steps nicely and 
has pleasing manners. 

Diamond Boys closing and put- 
ting over a rich 17 minutes of song, 
stepping, gagging and astonishingly 
funny knockabout. Likeable kids 
are two of the trio and they work 
as though they enjoyed it. This 
is the second time this reporter 
has watched them in as many weeks. 
Both. times in minor houses, they 
worked like Palace headliners mak- 
ing a first appearance on the im- 
portant corner. The comic pair 
have everything and ought to go 
far with the running start they 
have at their age—apparently they 
are in the early 20’s. Rush. 


JEFFERSON 


(Vaudfilm) 

Biz following the day we used to 
celebrate at the Jefferson was un- 
usually good, with lower floor ca- 
pacity long before the first show 
was half over. 

Jennie Goldstein (New Acts), 
Jewish actress with draw in this 
neighborhood, headed bill. ‘““Danger- 
ous Nan McGrew” (Par), on screen. 
The show, seven-actor, ran along 
the lines of yesteryear variety but 
as a whole pleasing and having a 
happy blending of laughs, acro- 
batics, wisecracks, sobriety and 
dancing. About the only thing miss- 
ing was a musical act but the show 
ran in pretty good form. 

The Jeff had the old Harold Lloyd 
silent comedy, “Grandma's Boy.” It 
caused intermittent laughter at the 
opening of the afternoon's festivi- 
ties and that repaid the house for 
taking a chance with it. Used as 
a filler more than anything else but 
despite its age and former popu- 
larity there were many who had 
never seen it and liked Loyd too 
for that matter. . Several reliable 
salient comedy features, although it 
seems ancient along with a talker. 

The Jeff also takes it upon itself 
to flash on the screen that it is “the 
only vaudeville theatre in that dis- 
trict.” 

“Jungleland” opened. Still a 
novelty contortionistic feat. Stew- 
art and Gardner are a man-woman 
dancing combo that started a deluge 
of hoofing in an effective way. Do- 
ing a routine that can’t miss. As 
each was out of breath the at- 
tempted announcement of what to 
follow was a belabored effort. 

Chisholm and Breen, sketch far- 
ceurs, who have been shifting skits 
for some while, seem to lose time in 
working up their farcical wordy ex- 
change aided by haunted house ef- 
fects. A pretty wordy byplay be- 
tween a man and woman in an 
Alaskan cgabin in dead winter that 
relies upon its ghosty atmos to 
carry it over. A little far-fetched 
but amusing to those who fall hard 
for the claptrap melodramatic. 

Miss Goldstein was next. Stage 
drapes were lowered so as to make 
her opening all the more showy. 
Her appearance was a success and 
those who expected her to sing “Eli 
Eli” found it missing. 

Snyder and Cooley have been 
misguided upon the layout of their 
routine. One of the men persists 
in slowing up the act while he does 


a ballad. The act finished much 
better than it started, their Holly- 
wood strut impression being typi- 
cally modern. Hoke acrobatics and 
awkward dancing a la Will Mahoney 
with one man being more reminis- 
cent of the little hoofer than the 
other. 

Next to closing were Irene Ches- 
leigh and Ruth Gibbs who have one 
of the best acts of its kind in vaude. 
Their appearance, persenality, style 
of working as well as laugh-provok- 
ing crossfire catch on. They sure 
keep abreast of the times. Act packs 
plenty of laughs. In fact they took 
care of the tough spot creditably. 

Gray Family seems to have grown 
up. Going in more for concerted 
dancing with one of the girls still 
doing her “blues” number. This 
miss has a lot of pep and person- 
ality but one song seems to let her 
out. The girls make _ several 
changes of costume and go in 
mainly for the type of dancing in 
vogue. Act hasn't progressed far 
but still trying to overdo and mak- 
ing too much of a change of pace. 

Mark, 


FOX, B’KLYN 
(Vaudfilm) 

Another big show for current 
week at this Fox Brooklyn ace. Re- 
duced scake of l15c for kids pro- 
vides extra entertainment_at least 
at Saturday matinees when Bob 
West turns loose on the organ for 
the Saengerbund stuff, a feature 
that everybody enjoys. 
General layout very good, with 
Charles King, carrying “Broadway 
Melody” billing, prefacing the Fan- 
chon & Marco unit, “Overture 
Ideas.” King opens the stage show 
which proves there’s no wrangling 
for spots in the de luxers. 
The Idea consumed remainder of 
the stage show. Al Lyons swings 
a baton over the stage band. Per- 
sonable chap and good director, al- 
ternating between baton wielding 
and m. c.’ing. 
After a classical jazz introduc- 
tory Toots Neville, attractive blonde, 
plants a banjo solo and later un- 
corks good tap on flats and toes 
with a military finish that sent her 
over, 
Jack Goldie, under cork, gets 
over more or less with comedy talk 
and songs, with the latter counting 
better than the small talk giving 
way to the girly ensemble for a 
pirate dance number and phantom 
boot dance. 

Edison and Gregory have freak 
instruments from a tire tube to vac- 
uum cleaner; clicking on novelty. 
Dancers return for a mirror dance 
prefacing an adagio ensemble, with 
Huff and Huff, mixed team, with 
the male member doing his stuff ef- 
fectively in an adagio ballet in 
which he manipulates the dancing 
ensemble of 12 girls prelim to plant- 
ing an adagio twosome with his 
partner that brought applause. 

Back to the theme arrangement, 
Helen Hille, prima, in a reprise of 
operatic overtures with ensemble 
beauts illustrating and with the 
anvil chorus number the clicker of 
the lot. Plenty of color, diversity 
and entertainment in this unit. 

“Women Everywhere” (Fox) on 
screen, 

Biz very good Saturday after- 
noon, Edba. 


ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


(Vaudfilm) 

Despite holiday and Coney Island, 
business leaped here for week-end 
with near capacity house Saturday 
night. Nothing in the vaude division 
to warrant it. Screen feature “The 
Social Lion.” 

Vaude layout got somewhat of a 


juggling around from _ original 
routining because of mechanical 
disadvantages which precipitated 


changing Will and Gladys Ahearn 
from closer to No. 3, and Jack and 
Kay Spangler from the trey to 
closer. The switch solved the prob- 
lem for an even running bill. 

Bee Starr, aerial equilibrist, on 
Roman rings, planted her aerial 
antics for tops, doing a number on 
tapes, vocal and dance and then 
going into additional squirmy stuff 
on rings that brought good re- 
turns. 

Yates and Lawley, male harmony 
singers, also got over in follow up, 
with a song rep, interspersing talk. 
Vocalizing counted. 

The Ahearns,.assisted by brother 
Den, grabbed plenty. Will's glib re- 
marks kept them tickled, with Miss 
Ahearn’s dancing spacing. Worked 
up to a wallop finish. 

Georgie Price, headlined, muffed 
a walkaway with the show by stick- 
ing too long. Price had done so 
well in his first 15 minutes it had 
built him up for hit of show. But 
he went overboard unneccessarily 
to introduce a kid nephew from the 
box to trot upon the rostrum for 
an ithpresh of Uncle George. They 
applauded the kid, of course, but it 


let down rating plenty. 
Okay for Brooklyn, maybe, but 
anywhere else worse than bow 
stealing. 


The Spanglers closed with an 
amusing tab musical, “The Lobby- 
ists,” that set them with the mob. 
The revuette enlists Red Coleman, 
Jules and Clifton, and is handled in 
routine revue formula, packing 
laughs in the comedy bits and fast 


dancing. Good fun and plenty of 
peppy dancing. Kdba. 


get. 


PALACE | 


(Vaudfilm) 
Chicago, July 5, 

The Hunter Brothers, endurance 
flyers, are in as a special booking 
this week. They started off to tre- 
mendous' business, although the 
press department had about two 
hours to let the city know the fly- 
ers were here. The flyers brought 
a lot of new people to this house; 
and those newcomers, seeing this 
show of pip names, Will wonder 
what they’ve been missing by pass- 
ing up this theatre. Three stand- 
out acts on this line, surefire any- 
where. 

Joseph Regan, York and King, 
and Art Landry band. Toss-up as 
to which got the best returns. 

The four flyers and sister are 
closing this bill. They don’t miss, 
Are introduced first by some news- 
reel shots, then by their attorney in 
person. The boys mumble some- 
thing about being glad to bring the 
record to Chi, how good everyone 
has been to them, and wait for the 
applause, which they get aplenty. 
The audience is indulgent, and 
doesn’t expect any more than they 
All in all, a nifty piece of work 
for whoever got them, and one that 
can’t miss bringing prestige to the 
house, besides introducing the the- 
atre to new faces. 

Opening was Dezzo Retter with 
his comedy tumbling and acrobatics. 
Starts slowly, but closes strong with 
his single comedy wrestling bit. 
Five Reillys, youngsters, two girls 
and three boys made the grade 
easily with their singing and hoof- 
ing; their tap dancing over on both 
execution and reception. 

Joseph Regan, tenor, sang his 
songs and managed a couple of 
jokes, and took two encores, one 
with “Eli Eli,” the other ‘Mother 
Machree.” 

York and King came back for a 
repeat and were a clean-up. Miss 
King’s clowning is the kind that hits 
home with any type of audience. As 
a team they can be subtle and slap- 
stick; click with the wise mob and 
sock the home folks. York and the 
three boys were also there. 

Art Landry band followed; but it 
would have been better to spot the 
Hunter boys here, and close with the 
band. Entertainment here, with 
Landry’s dignity offset nicely by 
the boys’ clowning. 

The house can’t help clicking this 
week. The flyers to bring ’em, and 
the bill to satisfy is there. Loop. 


ACADEMY: 


(Vaudfilm) 


Emil Boreo cuckooed the house. 
Four hundred customers that swept 
up the first show Saturday change 
day gave him everything. Boreo 
was all they got for half a buck, 

Presentation method still on the 
swing here, but the m. ec. is out. 
Jack Roth, band leader, doing it 
and doing it so that only Boreo got 
an announcement. House was dumb 
for all the other acts that could be 
counted five or six. On the frank, 
the first show Saturday looked like 
a rehearsaL For a deluxer that’s 
plenty to talk about. 

Queer idea on the presentation 
angle is that the management has 
stuck a high enough fence in front 
of the band to hide it from view, 
almost. There were plenty delays 
between acts. 

Even a trailer died down in the 
middle, and a producer who figures 
close to one of the Fox bosses 
proved his judgment of stage pres- 
entation by throwing down a lump 
curtain for an act in the middle of 
presentation, when some _ thought 
could have done without it. AS 
the show went, the house would 
save dough by putting the band 
back in the pit. As is, it’s neither 
vaude nor presentation, 

Another handicap is from the 
booking end. Giving a deluxer “per- 
sonal” acts isn’t a way to wipe out 
the red. At least one act spotted 
here seemed in from a_ personal 
hookup and didn’t belong. As far 
as that goes, two other acts didn’t 
belong. More so especially from 
fact that house was carrying such 


a load as “Movietone Follies of 
1930” on the screen. 
There’s an idea around here of 


speeding up the show end, and they 
did it plenty and then didn’t do it. 
First three acts were speeded, but 
the fourth was not when it should 
have been, and the last one was too 
fast to be speeded any more. And 
the first three or two-and-a-half 
were new. That half was a saxo- 
phone clarinetist who gets outside 
billing but comes out of the band. 
His name’s Neil Castagnoli. Just 
a player. 

Opening, Trainer Bros., two kids, 
in a fast and snappy pair of dance 
numbers and figured okay, but so 
much hodge-podge followed that 
they’ve got to be thrown into the 
melee and, while not exactly fair, 
the pair weren't given enough rope 
to prove variety. The same went 
for May Joyce and Addie Seamon, 
in order named. Miss Joyce is not 
new. But she’s doing a single sing- 
ing with a big uke. Miss Seamon 
did one whirring dance. Jack Mc- 
Bride followed and he takes a cur- 
tain in the middle for some biz. 
but in presentation that part should 
be cut. Act is still sliding and 
lacks punch from a personality an- 
gle. Blonde girl is okay—not too 
much. 


Closing was Arab tumblers, Blue 
Devils. 
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VARIETY 


STATE 
(Vaudfilm) 


Nifty four bits’ worth at the State 
this week to sorta offset the weak 
flicker, “In Gay Madrid” (Novar- 
ro). Ann Seymour toplines, but 
Bud Harris and Radcliffe (with 
Harris’ unprogramed kid brother 
for the extra gravy) steal the show 
away from everybody. 

A standard threesome among col- 
ored entertainers, and often seen 
before, Harris and Radcliffe ex- 
tended themselves without stint and 
could have made it a stock engage- 
ment. Radcliffe’s sympathetic 
trick tenoring seemed to go the 
strongest at this show, the custom- 
ers expressing preference for more 
warbling over the hoofing, although 
the youngster who did an an- 
nounced impression of Bill Robin- 
son and then unloaded some light- 
ning taps all his own is okay on his 
feet. He’s only a kid in his early 
‘teens but could teach many a pro- 
duction tapster a few steps. 

Miss Seymour in the trey didn’t 
encounter material quite up to her 
reverting to the 
older portion of her routine. Up 
until then, even discounting the 
rather trite sneezing number, her 
routine encore almost seemed forced 
but she got to ’em finally. 

Following the newsreel, Col. E. A. 
‘Schiller’s open letter congratulating 
the house on its acoustic system for 
the improved exhibition of sound 
film was projected as an institution- 
al plug. 

Harum and Scarum, knockabout 
acrobatic sister team, opened. Their 
nonsense impressed toward the end. 
Jerry Coe, accordionist-hoofer, now 
biled with “and Bros.” has a mu- 
sical due in support which doubles 
on the windjammers and _ reeds. 
Coe’s own eccentric stepolog was the 
cincher for the turn. lt mixes hoof- 
ing and torrid accordion work for 
popular appeal. 

Following Miss Seymour, who has 
brother Harry in support as before, 
and Lew Cobey at the ivories, came 
the colored act. Of the Séymour 
trio, Harry’s buck attempt foliowing 
the snappy Coe threesome’s hoofing 
suffered comparatively. It was too 
tough to follow. 

Ruiz and_ Bonita, 
dancers, have embellished their 
stuff a bit. Instead of a band, they 
now have a polite string quartet in 
the background—two femme harp- 
istes and male violinist and banjoist, 
all of whom do specialties—but their 
terps are substantially the same. 
Bonita and Ruiz dress their act well 
and are impressive sartorially from 
the barrier. Abel. 


Argentinian 


58TH STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 


Although this house has received, 
and possibly merits, a prize for ex- 
cellence of sound reproduction for 
talking pictures, it remains that the 
acoustics are today, as they were 
the day the house opened, a prob- 
lem for the acts. 

From the perspective of the pay- 
ing patron and the management the 
problem is for voices, notably in 
dialog and lyrics, to carry. The ac- 
tors themselves have a different 
acoustical problem. Standing on 
the stage they report it’s difficult 
and sometimes impossible to hear 
the applause, if any. 

This has one beneficial result at 
least. It practically eliminates 
stolen bows. However, gifted at 
this art a performer maybe he can’t 
£0 up against total silence. Thus 
the confusion or uncertainty in 
their minds may help a lot to make 
the show fast and stage waits few. 

Joe Freed used one hand for an 
ear trumpet Saturday afternoon, 
evidently trying to gauge the ap- 
plause for a possible encore. A very 
nominal response probably sounded 
altogether too funereal, for the comic 
wisely eschewed any time extension. 
This is a new turn in need of some 
expert surgery. 

Awesome achievements in sheer 
Physical strength makes certain the 
effectiveness of Carr Brothers and 
Betty, a nice opener here and for 
any average vaudeville stand. 

Jack Joyce, the monopedic enter- 
tainer, has a girl assistant. Joyce 
has been around and standard for 
years. His stage deportment, as 
always, is characterized by neat- 
ness. Did very nicely in the deuce. 

Esmond and Grant present a 
question to a reviewer who was 
Anclined to say that given material 
and time they would be outstand- 
ers. This same thought was ex- 
pressed in 1923 by another Variety 
reviewer. Couple are now telling 
the same gags and doing the same 
business substantially as then. By 
their stubborn loyalty to the talk, 
they are retarding the w. k. wheels 
of progress. It is enormously to 
their credit as troupers that from 
So little they produce quite a lot 
of giggles. It’s hard, uphill, forced 
s0lng, however, where after so 
many years there should be ease 
and certainty. 

Al Belasco is in the Variety files, 
too. In 1926 it was said of his vaude 
turn showing at the time for Loew 
that it was episodic and did not 
build to a climax. That is today 
Just as valid as a criticism of a 
performer (New Acts) who has de- 
veloped very markedly in the last 
Several years. 
As a single and asa picture house 

Cc 


ing and sureness, 


Belasco has received season- | 
His style is dy- } ence enthusiasm this one did. 


namic and his personality strong 
and vigorous. His act could be im- 
proved upon, being in its present 
form rather porous at the seams. 

Clifford Wayne Indian troupe is 
not new. Peppy and mounted with 
some appreciation for flashiness it 
ought to be serviceable to the book- 
ing. office. There’s area for more 
showmanship in building and han- 
dling the material. 


“Dangerous Nan McGrew” (Par) 


‘for the screen. 


Pusiness has been fairly good at 
this house through the warm 
weather and for a matinee the 
Saturday turnout wasn’t bad. Land. 


HIPPODROME 


(Vaudfilm) 

Diversity plenty in current week’s 
stage layout here with Charles 
Howard and Co. No. 3, and Alex- 
andria and Olsen, closing, contribut- 
ing. Trade away off Monday night. 

K, T. Kuma, Jap illusionist, open- 
ed with acceptable trickery, as- 
sisted by two girls. The levitation 
stunt in which the magician has a 
girl vanish in midair is the wallop 
of the act. Kuma is a neat worker 
and handles his stuff with a gusto 
that can’t miss. Chevalier Brothers 
did nicely with their tumbling and 
balancing stunts. 

Howard registered the first laugh 
session with a burlesquey interlude, 
with two women and man. Merrick 
and Allen, male twosome, packed 
some laughs with their instrumen- 
tal routine, violin and accordion. 
Latter manipulator affects a dead 
pan stuge which helps for laughs. 
Both click with the combo. 

Dend and Rochelle, mixed dance 
tem, registered well with their new 
dance routines. Standouts were the 
comedy tough dance and “Racketeer 
Dance” which has supplanted their 
former Apache but rough enough to 
even ring the bell louder. 

Alexandria and Olsen’s familiar 
hokum knockabout nonsense en- 
listing most of the preceders on 
the bill in what resembled an after- 
piece and rollicking fun. The boys 
clowned all over the place, never 
muffing a bet on laughs and getting 
plenty of response. Everything 
went from the water in funnel bit 
to rough knockabout stuff which 
the outfronters ate up. 

“The Fall Guy” (Radio) on screen. 

Edba. 


86TH STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 


This house will have to depend on 
its Par picture, “Dangerous Nan 
McGrew,” for it’s awfully short of 
strong vaude this first half. 

That two new acts failed to come 
through as well as the people play- 
ing them indicated they might, 
probably was the reason for the 
stage weakness. Yet that doesn’t 
explain why two new acts of ques- 
tionable value should be chanced on 
the same bill here. The 86th 
Street’s biz is consistently good. 
Frail five-act bills at a time when 
five-act bills seem to be coming 
back won't help at all. 

If the following turns had fared 
as well as the opener, LaSalle and 
Mack, everything would have been 
oke. But no one equaled the com- 
edy ground tumblers, Marshall 
Montgomery getting nearest to them 
with his ventriloquial work, No. 3. 
Montgomery, a first line ventril, did 
well enough in face of the handi- 
cap around him. 

With Al Siegal at the piano, play- 
ing for her as one of vaude’s best 
accompanists is expected to, Ethel 
Merman (New Acts) is singing 
pops, whereas she’s a girl who needs 
special material. 3ecause there 
isn’t a special note in the turn, and 
material is needed as well as work, 
the team of Merman and Siegal 
will find the going rather difficult. 
30th have appearance. They rate 
something better to work with and 
they ought to go out and get it. 
Siegal is at the piano. About the 
same applies to George Givot (New 
Act), former picture house single 
and lately out of “Sketch Book.” 

Merman and Siegal were No. 
and Givot next-to-closing, with 
Montgomery in between. Closer 
were Manhattan Steppers, standard 
dance flash, after a year or more 
around these parts and among the 
best in its line. 

Saturday evening’s biz, punk. 

Bige. 
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FOX 


(Continued from page 41) 


Division Manager Bowles spent 
several weeks on this anniversary 
show. From a theatre angle the 
radio stunt proved a smart move for 
“Dobbsie” in his m. ¢c. capacity, in- 
cluded a rave over the Fox as a 
theatre, the feature picture “So This 
Is London,” the F. & M. stage unit 
and a few other things. This went 
out over the air with the entertain- 
ment. . 

Walt Roesner’s dramatized or- 
chestral feature, “Venetian Nights,” 
was a high spot on a Dill of high 
spots. Roesner wowed them. “The 
Rose Garden Idea” was impressive 


and pretentious; one of the best 
FE. & M. stage units sent this 
way. 


“This Is London” on the screen 
closed. Few pictures at the Fox in 
» pas ave kicked up the audi- 
the pa t ha € } 


British Film Field 


(Continued from page 6) 


and ideas, but especially on dialog. 
Another yell was over the $40,000,- 
000 a year taken out of this market 
now by New York film offices, with 
income tax ducked on the lot. 

A guy from Liverpool, Alderman 
Haigh, brought up cases of guar- 
antees on bookings being 20% more 
than the gross taking on some of 
his contracts. 

Most of gab centered ’round the 
belief the indies seem to have 
that the other fellow will duck on 
a booking stoppage and grab every- 
thing worth having. Perhaps they 
have the 1919 Paramount boycott 
in mind when the same convention 
at Glasgow passed a ban on Par’s 
products and next day Tacker Alley 
was knee-deep in exhibs. lining up 
at the back door to pencil dates 
with Par. ; 

Suggestions of penalties, from 
$500 to $5,000, were chucked around, 
but as the exhibs’ National Body 
has no* means of enforcing a 
penalty by law, that flopped. 

No sign from distribs as_ to 
what line they will follow. They 
haven’t taken any such resolutions 
seriously in the past, but this time 
the indie has his back to the wall 
and has got to get something done 
or quit. He’s been paying more 
every week for equipment, hire and 
booking than he can gross, and as 
the only way to these guys’ hearts 
is through their pockets of their 
jeans they may hold together this 
time. 

If they do, business in this field 
is in for a sticky year. Oct. 1 the 
release date. comes down to six 
months under the Films Act. As 
most theatres are now booked for 
the current legal maximum of nine 
months, there’s going to be three 
months to lose some way, which 
looks like no business in this July 
and August, and from both ends. 
Distribs won't offer product as 
there’ll be no play-dates for it. 

Either that or a fall-away from 
Oct. 1 to around mid-November, 
because the dates six months ahead 
from then will be mostly full. 

It’s figured on the inside one 
move the distribs may make jointly 
if the exhibs do go ahead with 
their resolve not to book, is to is- 
sue suits wholesale for arrears of 
rentals. Though the standard con- 
tract calls for payment seven days 
from play date, most all distribs 
are giving long credit, on some 
cases six months and over. If they 
started pressing for the large 
amount of film hire money due 
from a large number of theatres, 
maybe there’d be quite a lot of de- 
fections from any booking holiday 
resolution. 

Only thing likely to hold them in 
in that case is proposition now up, 
any defector should be put out of 
membership of their association, 
with a charge of $500 a theatre for 
rejoining, as they’d need their as- 
sociation badly in case they were 
shot at for film hire arrears, and 
as they’d have to pay a lot more 
for their music performing rights, 
it is figured this might be a deter- 
rent. 

It might. 

On the other hand, it might split 
the association up good and plenty, 
and there’d be lots who’d help hard 
to do that. Especially on the trade 
press end. 

The Newspaper Stunt 

Weisenheimers’ low-down and 
reason for the recent “death of the 
talkers” outburst by a large section 
of the National Press is curious. 

For some time Western Electric 
have been spending oodles of dough 
on national advertising. Now 
they’ve decided to take a rest on it. 

But that coincides with the news- 
papers’ summer fall-off in advertis- 
ing, so that hit W. E. by proxy just 
to learn ’em not to lay off buying 
space. 

Someone is said to have figured 
W. E. would feel the draught most 
because believing talkers were 
doomed theatres not already wired 
would lay off. This gag didn’t 
percolate to the film scribes, who 
supposed they were on a good fea- 
ture story. But much higher up 
there were smiles and winks. 

People and Things 

Jimmy Bryson flew here from 
Glasgow this 25th just to show the 
crowd “King of Jazz” at midnight. 
Came a_ wild party free-for-all 
after, with many returning to their 
hotels by pale dawnlight. 

Night before First National pulled 
the same midnight show and party 
gag for “Song of the Flame,” with 
these and their expensive auto’s 
the poor hard pressed exhibs are 
sure having a terrible time. 

And they’ve got a golf trophy 
to play for today and a trip round 
the Lake district tomorrow. 

It’s a shame how tough life is 
for these guys, ain't it? 

Harry Warner got to town and 
left at once for the Paris Sound 
Conference. 

Harley Clarke here and things 
starting to happen. Walter Hutch- 
inson scheduled for a move up. 

Reginald Smith, of P. D. C. 
(Pathe’s British end), back and 


| starting Pathe production of home 


mades, 


New Acts 


JENNIE GOLDSTEIN 
Songs 

20 Mins.; Two 
Jefferson (V-P). 

By the bookers calling their shots, 
the vaude debut of Jennie Goldstein, 
Jewish actress, will repay them for 
encouraging her appearance in the 
varieties. Miss Goldstein is as well 
known in Chi as New York for her 
dramatic work on the spoken Yid- 
dish stage. That accounts for her 
going out there next week. She 
isn’t doing any play characters, but 
working in her dramatic talents in 
parts of songs. At the Jeff both 
pleasing and entertaining. 

Miss Goldstein brings nothing 
new to vaude. Her type of charac- 
ters have been done in. similar 
ways. While she sings agreeably, 
her voice at times seems to waver 
as she soars into the top range. 

Her legit experience has served 
her well and she refrains from doing 
too much of the Yid stuff. She is 
doing characters in her songs under- 
standable in any theatre. She does 
them well enough to make her 
qualify as an entertainer other than 
a straight dramatic actress. 

Pretty hard for her to get away 
from the beaten path, which seems 
to run largely to the emotional. 
This crops out in her “Street Girl’ 
number, a hard, thankless charac- 
terization that she held rather true 
to type, but veered away from the 
comedy slant. A girl gone wrong 
who admitted what drugs and the 
street had done to her. 

A piano accompanist (Mr. Lubin) 
sticks to his ivories. Miss Gold- 
stein does a little special intro- 
ductory number with a tag line: 
“For what have I got to lose?,” 
which gives her a chance to say 
that she has a few weeks in vaude, 
ete. Then a brief announcement 
in which she explains her presence 
at the Jeff, saying that the audi- 
ences have long been accustomed 
to seeing her with a child in her 
arms and a “you have betrayed me” 
role to act, but that she is in vaude 
with songs and will sing “When a 
Mother Rocks Her Baby to Sleep.” 

A ballad, but she makes some- 
thing of it by enacting different 
mothers putting their offspring to 
sleep. 

Then came her Sadie Meyers, the 
Third avenue street walker. This is 
in two scenes, from the street to the 
court. 

On Miss Goldstein’s rep and on 
her characters she should not flop 
in the neighbs, where she has been 
wisely booked. Mark. 


JOE FREED and Co. (4) 
Hokum 

20 Mins.; Special Sets 
58th Street (V-P) 

Joe Freed has been in vaudeville 
more than burlesque during the last 
several years, but his style, his 
material, his entire conception of 
diverting an audience remains bur- 
lesque. 

Which can be translated as mean- 
ing it’s a boisterous hodge-podge 
written from memory and devoted 
to the blackout type of comedy. 
Various skits didn’t seem funny 
enough to sustain the time con- 
summation or the payroll. There 
are some funny moments and a cer- 
tain respect for speedy tempo that 
may command some favorabie at- 


tention with those who have the 
say-so. 
A hard-working blond _ soubret 


does a lot to pep things up. Others 
include two men and a woman who 
perform acceptably their various 
chores. Land. 


Ethel MERMAN and Al SIEGAL 
Songs and Piano 

14 Mins,; One 

86th St. (V-P). 

It’s doubtful whether this goog 
looking couple can progress very far 
with the turn they are now doing. 
As a singer of pop songs Miss Mer- 
man is one among many, and most 
of the many aren’t doing their own 


acts. She is a good looking girl 
with a fair enough voice that might 
carry much further with special 
stuff. This is her first stage ap- 


pearance. She’s out of cabaret, so 
probably has plenty to learn. 

The big fault is that they haven't 
even tried, apparently, to have spec 
stuff written. Siegal, veteran piano 
accompanist, formerly with Bee 
Palmer, performs in his usual man- 
ner, while his partner has the floor, 
and contributes solo. 

Miss Merman isn’t bad to look 
at. That may be the trouble. She 
should try to overcome it. Bige, 


SIX SAILORETTES 
Music, Singing, Dancing 
13 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Englewood, Chicago 

Good act for the better family 
houses. Six girls with saxophones 
and sailor costumes as the keynote. 
A la Tom Brown, but without the 
clowning. Looks, manner and per- 
formance oke. 

To break up the ensemble, femme 
does a violin and dance specialty; 
two deliver a nice hoofing bit, and 
all vocalize a chorus or two. All |} 


tunes, pleasing enough. 
} 


AL BELASCO 
Hokum 

20 Mins.; One 
58th Street (V-P) 


Al Belasco has been a vaude sine 
gle before and @uriIng much of the 
last four years has been an m.c. in 
picture houses. He is a hard worker 
with modern notions on pep, sock 
and tempo, although his present 
turn is very uneven in quality. 

He opens by begging a drink from 
the drummer, with the flashbox ex- 
ploding on the opposite side of 
stage. Various pieces of biz in- 
clude a short routine with a goof, 
trumpet-playing stooge. As with 
hokum in general the things, that 


flop land with a thud while the 
rough house that clicks is very 
good. 

Belasco _ sings, cornets, sax- 


ophones, dances and has a shadow 
boxing routine that’s funny and in- 
teresting. His poise is notable. He 
will do much better at night shows 
than at matinees, the proven rule 
for hoke. 

Properly equipped Belasco’s vig- 
orous style would convey him to the 
higher niches. As is, probably will 


find an outlet. Land. 
GEORGE GIVOT 
Comedy, Songs 
16 Mins.; One 
86th Street (V-P) 
Geo. Givot formerly was a 


known picture house single in the 
middle west in presentations’ hey- 
day. He was last on Broadway with 
“Sketch Book.” What Givot seems 
to have failed to see is that his erst- 
while stage band routine, plus the 
meager talk material he has added. 
isn’t there for use on a bare vaude 


stage. 
Givot now has little outside his 
own pleasant personality. 


songs aren’t strong. His gags are 
50% too ancient and 50% too un- 
funny. His turn is badly routined, 
bringing him back for a five-minute 
monolog after the act has apparent- 
ly ended. With that monolog need- 
ing plenty, even if properly spotted, 
Givot is wasting time now. He 
could do an act had he one to do. 
Bige. 


Only Hits Survive 


(Continued from page 1) 


and the leather industry, reputed 
second largest, also haywire. The 
leather industry here amounts to a 
hill of beans, Publix officials had 
reference to the woolen industry 
which is doing okay trade, This 
error is typical of the alibis. 


Northwest lumber industry is low 
and will always be until highly in- 
dustrialized by wood manufacturers, 
Pulp and paper and furniture trades 
doing great biz. Lumber situation, 
while important, is a _ condition 
within very slightly related to busi- 
ness in general, 

Retail trades were quiet due to 
wet spring, but with hot weather 
biz is on the up and up. One old 
established house has reported the 
biggest business in history of the 
firm. 

Theatre grosses are okay, with 
usual summer slump not so much in 
evidence as generally. Publix Para- 
mount, down to grosses of $5,000 in 
recent months, is now back in the 
$15,000 class. Fox and R-K-O still 
getting theirs, 

Only houses to close for the sum- 
mer were three small second run 
grinds. 


Italy’s Theatre “Trust” 


(Continued from page 7) 


super-corporation. Grouping will 


and their preprietors, all interests 
in the film industry, film producers, 
distributors, actors and impresarig®, 
stage hands and actors, 

The central authority will fix 
wages, decide disputes and run an 
employment bureau. 

The corporation’s inaugural ses- 
sion is now sitting, the congress 
having representation from the Au- 
thors’ Society, theatre owners, ac- 
tors, impresarios, cinemen, etc., the 
last classification taking in Pitta 
luga, nation’s chief producer and 
leading film theatre chain operator. 

Whole elaborate program, accord- 


ing to the Gevernment leaders, is 
designed to meet the present crisis 
in the Italian theatre. 


take in stage shows, legit theatres § 
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VARIETY 


Variety Bills 
Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week 

“| Naughton & Gold Chamberlain-Earle 
TLANTA Venita Gould 
R-K-0 Keith’ 8 (12) Bob Albright 
Roisman's Alaba's [pana Troubadours 
Baby Rose Marie 
Cddie Borden 
NEW YORK CITY | Stewart & Gardner | 4 Phillips 
Chester Geo Niblo Co (5) 
Ist half (12-15) | Block & Sully Mascagno ¢ Ann Pritchard Co 
V Rathburn Co Jefferson Paxton Zelda Santley 
Jack Lauer Ist half (12-15) | Stuart & Lash Eddie Nelson 


(Others to fill) 

2nd half (16-18) 
Honey Boys 
Randall & Watson 
Bob Robinson 

(One to fill) 

2nd half (9-11) 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Jerome & Ryan 
Chesieigh & Gibbs 


Carl Shaw Co 
Coliseum 
Ist half (12-15) 


Ethel Norris 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Jack Osterman 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (16-18) 
Dara Costa Rey 
Leslie Strange 
Watson Sis 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (9-11) 
Felovis 
Jackson & Clifford 
Jos E Howard 
Maddox & Clark 
Living Jewels 

8ist St. 
Dara Costa Rev 
La Salle & Mack 
McClellen & Sarah 
Nathal 
8ist St. 

J Seiler - 4 Peaches 


The Thrillers 
Leslie Strange 
On Fifth Ave 
Marsh Montgomery 
Billy Glason 
Step by Step 

2nd half (16-18) 
V Rathburn Co 
Jack Lavier 
Jackson & Carr 
Alexander-Santos 
Jack Usher Co 
Miss Juliet 
4 Polos 

2nd half (9-11) 
The Agemos 
O'Connor Sis 
Randall & Watson 
The Stowaways 
Savoy & Mann 
Walter, Dare Wahl 
Daro & Costa Rev 

Palace (12) 

Friedland Rev 
W & G Ahearn 
Frank Devoe 
Mollie Picon 
4 Diamonds 
(One to 


) 
Max & His Gang 
Adela Verne 
J & P Michon 
Ruth Etting 
Lou Holtz 


Sadie Burt 
Anderson & Burt 


Gloria Foy 
Smith & Dale 


ARTHUR 5S. 


BLONDELL 


Booking Exc! 


R-K-O and AFFILIATIONS 
Standard Acts—Communicate 


Suite 1313 Bond Building 
1560 Broadway, New York 
Phone Bryant 2332 


WILLIAM 


and MACK 


usively with 


Billy Glason 

86th St. 
ist half (12-15) 
Bee Starr 


S Reed & Kenny 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Gitz Rice Co 

(One to fill) 

2nd half (16-18) 
O'Connor Sis 

Gloria Foy 

Billy Glason 
J Thomas Saxotette 
2nd half (9-11) 
W Craven - Le Roy 
Sam Hearn 
Medley & Dupree 
20th Century Rev 


th St. 

Ist half (12-15) 
Alexander Tr 
Easton & Howells 
Mem’'ries of Comp’s 
Savoy & Mann 
Miller & Marks Rey 

2nd half (16-18) 
Crandall’s Circus 
Ewing Eaton 
Suite 16 
E LaCuona Co 
Harry Hines 
Gray Fam 


Havania 


oyal 
Ist half (12-15) 
The Agemos 
Rio Bros-LaSalle 
Carl Francis 
Carl McCullough 
2nd half (16-18) 
Jean & Valjean 
Irmanette 
Joe Freed Co 
Easton & Howells 
2nd half (9-11) 
Jungleland 
Reis & Dunn 
Raynor Lehr Co 
Mem’ries of Comp’s 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (12) 
Gold & Raye 
La Mont Four 
Maddox & Clark 
Eddie Dowling 
Old Timers 
(5) 


Bee Starr 

Yates & Lawley 

W & G Ahern 

Georgie Prics 

J & K Spangeler 
Flushing 

Ist half (12-15) 


Dir: 


OIL BURNERS 
are all right, 


WARM UP 


An Audience May We Suggest 
JACK POWELL 


LEDDY & SMITH 


but to 


2nd half (9-11) 
Clifford & Gray 
Rodney & Gold 
Smith & Parks Co 
Healy & Cross 
Mitzi Royal Danc’rs 
Frances Pennant 

Fordham 

Ist half (12-15) 
O'Connor Sis 
Johnny Burke 
(Two to fill) 


2nd half (16-18) 
Sandy Lang Co 
Grace, Coley Worth 


Gitz Rice Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (9-11) 
Mary Blank Co 
Leslie Strange 
Jarvis & Harrison 
McLallen & Sarah 
Melody Parade 
Franklin 
ist half (12-15) 
Dale & Honan 
Felovis 
Jerome & Ryan 
Melino & Davis 
Gray Fam 
2nd half (16-18) 
A Petely Co 
Emily Earl Co 
Jackson & 
Mascagno 
2nd half ra 11) 
Anna Tobac 
Tilyou & Rogers 
H & B Hutchins 
Clifford Wayne 6 
Golden Dreams 
Hamilton 
ist half (12-15) 
Mitzi Royal Danc’rs 
Donnelly-Forest 
Cunningham-Ben'tt 
Jackson & Carr 
Joe Freed Co 
2nd half (16-18) 
Fay Bannister Co 
Edith Griffiths 
Merrick & Alien 
Marsh Montgomery 
Rogers & Donnelly 


2nd half (9-11) 
V Rathburn Co 
Jack 


Lavier 


A Petley Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Impromtu Rey 
Georgie Price 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (16-18) 
Max Co 
J E Howard Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (9-11) 
La Salle & Mack 
Merman & Seigel 
Hunter & Percival 
Porcelain Romance 
Jack Osterman 
Kenmore 
Ist half (12-15) 
Max & Gang 
G & C Worth 
Rogers & Donnelly 
Healy & Cross 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (16-18) 
La Salle & Mack 
Sax Reed & Kenny 
McLallen & Sarah 
tobison De Witt Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (9-11) 
Gray Fam 
O'Neil & Manners 
Zelaya 


W & E Howard 
Madison 
Ist half (12-15) 


Honey Boys 
Randall & Watson 
Bob Robinson 
2nd half (16-18) 
Chesleigh-Gibbs 
Allen & Breen 
W Halligan Co 
2nd half (9-11) 
Grauman Hess & V 
Billy Kelly Co 
Conrad & Eddy 
6 Davillos 
KRON 
Keith’s (12) 
Beehse & Rubyatt 
Nash & Fately 
Aunt Jemima 
Freda 


Manning & Class 
Vox & Walters 


L & F Berkoff 


The Cavaliers 


BIRMINGHAM 
Keith’s (17) 
Mascagno 4 
Paxton 
Stuart & Lash 
The Cavaliers 
(5) 
Murand & Girton 
Sid Marion 
Odds & Ends 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (12) 
Breen LaBard-Bar 
Raymond Baird 
Angus & Searle 
Ben Blue Co 
Jungleland 
(5) 
P Paquita Co 
Chaz Chase 
Maker & Redford 
Eddie Dowling 
James Evans Co 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (12) 
Don Lee & Louise 
Johnny Downs 
Vox & Walters 
lou Holtz 
Frabelles _Frolics 
5) 


Sandy Lang Co 
Will J Ward 
Ben Blue Co 
Freda & Palace 
Great Rolle 
CHARLOTTE 
Orpheum (12) 
Murand & Girton 
Sid Marion 
Odds & Ends 
(5) 

3 Allison Sis 
Galla-Rini & Sis 
The Lockfords 
Chain & Conroy 
CHICAGO 
Palace (12) 
Swan Lewis Co 
Rome & Dunn 
Claiborne Foster Ca 
Puck & White 
Runaway 4 


(5) 
Dezzo Retter 
5 Reillys 


Jos Regan Co 
Yorke & King 
Art Landry Orch 
State Lake (12) 
La Belle Pola 
Audrey Wyckoff Co 
Jennie Goldstein 
George Givot 
Signore Friscoe Bd 
5) 
Lomas Tr 
Joe Termini 
Danny Dungan Co 
Nan Halperin 
Nat Nattova Co 
CINCINNATI 
Keith’s (12) 
Regers & Wynne 
Rudell & Dunigan 
Groody & Fleeson 
Roy Sedley Co 
Art Landry Orch 
(5) 
Lewis Co 
& Fately 
Jemima 
Allen & Breen 
Wm Halligan Co 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (12) 
Alexander Sis 
Joseph Regan 
Yorke & King 
George Jessell 
Robbins 3 
(5) 
Liazeed Arabs 
Rome & Dunn 
Jane Dillon 
Olsen & Johnson 
105th St. (12) 
Little Pipifax 
Ryan Sis 
Scott Saunders 
Net Nattova Co 
(5) 
All Girl Show 
DALLAS 
Keith’s (12) 
6 Galenos 
Cook Sis 
Sol Gould 
J Burchill 
(3) 
Cirillo Bros 
Paris Fashions 
Bob Hope 
Webb's Ent's 
FORT WORTH 


Swan 
Nash 
Aunt 


Blondes 


Majestic (12) 
tus Art Circus 
4 Carleton Bros 
Earl Faber 
Teck Murdock 

(5) 

6 Galenos 
Cook Sis 
Sol Gou'd 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
HAMILTON, CAN, 

Keith’s (12) 


C Blossom & June 

Carr Lynn 

Mrs G Primrose Co 

Jone & Rhea 

Cortez & Peggy 
(5) 


Pipifax 
Dotson 
Suite 16 
Ash & Miller 
Black-Silver Creats 
HOUSTON. 
Keith’s (12) 
Lime 3 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Tracey & Hay 
Harry Fox Co 
(5) 
Hungaria Tr 
Jos B Stanley 
Ernest Hiatt 
D, C & McCarthy Co 
KANSAS CITY 
Keith’s (12) 
Davidson's Il. Loons 
Peter Higgins 
Cecella Blair 
Mills & Shea 
Lucille Sis 


Zastro White Co 


St Claire 


( 
Reynolds & White 
R Huling & Charlie 
Ledova 
Lightner 


SALT LAKE 
Orpheum (12) 
De Toregos 
Lytell & Fant 
Kitty Doner 
Frank Gaby 
(5) 


Enos Frazere 
Boyd Senter Co 
Tiny Town Rev 
Conlin & Glass 
SAN ANTONIO 
Keith's (12) 
Cirillo Bros 
Paris Fashions 
Bob Hope 
Webb's Ent’s 
(5) 


Lime 3 

W Kepple & Betty 

Tracey & Hay 

Harry Fox Co 
SAN DIEGO 

Orpheum 

Ist half (12-14) 

A Pritchard - Boys 

Zelda Santley 

Eddie Nelson 

St Claire Sis-O’Day 


) 

Reynolds & White 
R Huling & Charlie 
Ledova 

Fred Lightner 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (12) 
Kanazawa Japs 


Sully & Thomas 
Dillon & Parker Co 
TACOMA 

Keith’s (12) 

Bob Ripa 

Kerr & Ensign 

Bob Murphy 

J Discov 

) 


Loma Worth 
Pressier & Klaiss 
Sylvia Clark 
Lights & Shadows 
TORONTO 
Imperial (12) 
2 Daveys 
Joyner & Foster 
Joe Jackson 
Flo Lewis Co 
Bee & Ray Goman 
) 
C Blossom & June 
Carr Lynn 
Mrs G Primrose Co 
Jones & Rea 
Cortez & Peggy 
Shae’s (12) 
Great Rolle 
Brady & Wells 
Loring Smith Co 
Naughton & Hold 
Alberta Lee Co 


Kluting’s Ent's 
Hope Vernon 
Solly Ward & Co 


F & J Hubert 


Picture 


Theatres 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (5) 

F Waring'’s Penns 

“Unholy Three” 
Paramount (5) 

Jesse Crawford 

“Sportland” 

‘Love Among Mil's’ 


Roxy (5) 
John Gurney 
Lucille Fields 
Caperton & Biddle 
“On the Level” 

CHICAGO, ILL. 

Chicago (4) 

“Smart Smarties” U 
Borrah Minnevich 
A Kluth & Rascals 
Rose Kessler 
Laura Lane 
McGarry & Dawn 
Margie Greene 
“Unholy Three” 
Marbro (4) 
“Happy Feet” U 
Benny Beroft Bd 
Small Bros 
Frank Conville 
Sylvia Froos 


Lambert Ballet 


LONDON, 


ENGLAND 


K.WESsST 


London’s Most Reliable Furrier, as Everyone in the Profession Will Tell You 
21, HEDDON STREET, REGENT STREET, LONDON, W. 1 


LONDON, 


ENGLAND 


LOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (12) 
Flo Mayo Co 
Gracie Barry 
G & E Eline 
Babe Co 


) 

Ann Pritchard Co 
Zeida Santley 
Eddie Nelson 
St Claire Sis-O’ Day 
MONTREAL 
Imperial (12) 
Kluting’s Ent’s 
Hope Vernon 
Solly Ward Co 
& J Hubert 

(5) 
Hanlon Bros 
Ewing Eaton 
Al K Hall Co 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
NEWARK 
Palace (12) 
Yates & Lawley 
Medley & Dupree 
Tom McAuliffe 
(Two to 


5) 
Geraldine-Victoria 
G & D Worth 
A & M Havel 
Derickson & Brown 
Buster West Co 
NEW ORLEANS 
Orpheum (12) 
Hungaria Tr 
Jos B Stanley 
Ernest Hiatt 
Cc & McCarthy 


5) 
Roisman's Alaba’s 
Ilse Marvenga 
Eddie Borden 


Orpheum (12) 
G Andre Co 
Sybil Vane 
Lander Bros 
Palm Beach 

(5) 

Flo Mayo Co 
Gracie Barrie 

G & M Eline 
Babe Egan Co 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (12) 
The Dakotas 
Ryan & Noblette 
H Santrevy Bd 
(5) 

Rus Art Circus 

4 Carleton Bros 
Teck Murdock Co 
Earl Faber Co 


Boyd Senter Co 


H Foster Welch 
Carroll & Lewis 
H Carroll Rev 

(5) 
George Andre Co 
Sybil Vane 
Lander Bros 
Palm Beach Nights 


SCHENECTADY 
Keith's 
Ist half (12-15) 


J & W Hale 
Sandy Lang Co 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (16-18) 
Esmond & Grant 
Chaz Chase 


Black & Silver Cre 


Frabelle’s Frolics 


UNION HILL 
Capitol 


lst half (12-15) 

Keystone 3 

Hal Beck Co 

Immigrant Gypsies 
2nd half (16-18) 

Reis & Dunn 

Carl McCullough 

Mem’'ries of Comp’'s 
2nd half (9-11) 

Fred Craig Jr 

In Havana 

Rogers & Donnelly 

Mascagno 7 


“HOWA RD 


A. By Leach & Co., Inc., 


“BONDS-FOR, INVESTM ENT 


T:. 


SLOAT 


57. St.. NOY.” 


2nd half (9- 9-11) 
D Barbour Co 
Kenny, Reed-Saxon 
J Thomas Saxotette 


SEATTLE 
Keith’s (12) 


Maxine & Bobby 
Wheeler & Norton 


Mr Wu Co 
(5) 
Bob Ripa 


Kerr & Ensiga 
Bob Murphy 

J Daly-RKO Discov 
ST. LOUIS 
Keith’s (12) 


Zastro White Co 
Chamberlain-Earle 
Venita Gould 
Bob Albright 

Roy McKinney 
Ipana Troubadours 

Baby Rose Marie 

(5) 
Heras & Wallace 
Orville Stamm Rev 
Weaver Bros 
Home Folks 
ST. PAUL 

Orpheum (12) 
Samaroff & Sonia 
Marty May 


12 O'Clock Rev 

5 
Stevens. N, Stevens 
Edith Bow 


Ed & Tom Hickey 
Lovejoy Dancers 


VANCOUVER 

Keith’s (12) 
Will Higgie Co 
Roth & Shay 
Walter Walters 
Roxy’s Co 


(5) 
Maxine & Bobby 
Wessler & Morton 
Mr Wu Co 


WHITE 


Ist half (12-15) 
A Kaufman Girls 
Harris 2 
South & West 
Esmond & Grant 
Charlie Me’son 

2nd half (16-18) 
A Kaufman Girls 
Polar Pastimes 
Tilyou & Rogers 
Jerome & Gamble 
Charlie Melson 

2nd half (9-11) 

A Kaufman Girls 
Jim & Jean Arnold 
Joe & Willie Ha'e 
Miller & Peterson 
Charlie Melson 

WINNIPEG 
Capitol (12) 

Stevens N, Stevens 
Edith Bow 
Ed & Tom Hickey 
Lovejoy Dancers 


PLAINS 


5) 
Chappelle - Carlton 
Smith & Rogers 
M Butler & Santos 


“True To Navy” 
Oriental (4) 
“Boo Bo Pa D"” 
Mark Fisher Bd 
The Di Gitanoes 
Coscia & Verdi 
Perry 2 & Terris 
Lambert Ballet 
“Sweethearts & W"’ 
Paradise (4) 
“Dancing Keys” U 
Art Kahn 
6 Mexellos 
Nelson & Knight 
Townsend & Bold 
Lucille Peterson 
Foster Girls 
“Devil's Holiday” 
Tivoli (4) 
“Top of World’ U 
F Masters Bad 
Gordon & Kingston 
Bernardo DePace 
3 Ehtors 
Fred Evans Ens 
“Devil's Holiday” 
Uptown (4) 
“Magic Melodies” 
Helen Lewis 
Wanda Harte 
Ritz Bros 
Ade Duval 
Viola Dubos 
“Devil's Holiday” 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (5) 
“Sky High” Rev 
Duke Ellington 
Hilton & Almy 
The Campus 4 
“Man from Wyo" 
BROOKLYN 
Fox (5) 
“Overture” I 
Al Lang 
Edison & Gregory 
Toots Novelle 
Jack Golding 
Huff & Huff 
Helen Hille 
Louise Manning 
Charles King 
Bob West 
‘Women Everyw're’ 
Paramount (5) 
“Forward March” 
Nina Olivette 
Ch Strong & Boys 
Eddy Micheals 
Rudy Vallee 
Buddy Rogers 
Bill Talent 


U 


Flo Merit 
‘Love Among Mil's’ 


BUFFALO 
Buffalo (5) 
“Blue Mill” 
Ray Bolger 
Dennis Sis 
Emilie & Romaine 
Helen Macfarland 
John Ingram 
“Young Man of M”" 
Hippodrome (5) 
Ben Blue 
Flora Vestoft 
It Boys 
Freda & Palace 
Great Rolle 
Will J Ward 
Sandy Lang 
“Children of Pleas” 


CLEVELAND 
State (5) 
“Japanites” 
Ted Claire 
Nell Kelly 
Sensation Kikutas 
8 Rhythm Dancers 
“The Sea Bat’’ 
DETROIT 
Fisher (5) 
“Skyrocket Revels” 
Del Delbrodge 
‘“‘Numbered Men” 
Fox ( 
“B'way Venuse” 
Mel Klee 
Aeriel Bartlettes 
Wells & Winthrop 
Freda Sullivan 
*Women Everyw're’ 
Michigan (5) 
“Campus Daze” 
Pat Rooney 
Pat 3rd 
“Man from Wyo” 
MIN’APOLIS, MIN. 
Minnesota (12) 
“Dancing Keys’’ U 
6 Maxellos 
Nelson & Knight 
Townsend & Bold 
Lucille Peterson 
A K Foster Girls 


I 


NEW HAVEN 
Fox-Poli (5) 
I 


Maurice & Vincent 
Royal Samoas 
Patite Marie 
Sidney Page 
Peggy 
“Floradora Girl” 
NEWARK 
Branford (5) 
Eddie Garr 
Eddie Lambert 
“Stars & Stripes” 
Gabriel Hines 
“Bride of Regim't” 
PHILADELPHIA 
Ferle (5) 
Jay Mills 
Eddie White 
Chamberlin & H 
Rogers & Wynne 
Littlefield Girls 
Earle Stage Bd 
“Border Legion” 
Fox (5) 
“Desert Idea” 
Ed & Morton 
Muriel Stryker 
Chief Eagle Feath's 
Carla Tirney Girls 
“Rough Romance” 
Mastbaum (5) 
“Lanterns” 
Joe Wong 
Pickards Synco’s 
Jones & Wilson 
Hazel Wong 
‘Dangerous N McG’ 
PITTSBURGH 
Penn (5) 
Lively” 
Wesley Eddy 
Collis & Peterson 
Louise Bave 
Georgie Tapps 
Samuels Bros 
“Unholy Three 
PROVIDENCE 
Fays (5) 
“On 5th Ave” 
“Tip Top Toppers” 
Morton & Brower 
Baby Rose Marie” 
“The Lone Rider” 


Beck 


“Step 


2d half (16-19) 
Tr 
yates & Claire 
Duncan Co 
DES MOINES, IA. 
Orpheum 


NEW 


159 West St. 
YO 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A-| half (13-15) 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL (Pr 
1560 BROADWAY Tinova & Baikoft 
This Week: Will Mahoney; Bobby Clark half (16-19) 
Mills & Shea Page & Class 
Lucile Sis SPOKANE YONKERS Nan Halperin | 
PORTLAND 12 Keith’ ( ody 5 
Keith’s (12) Keith's (12) eith’s IND’POLIS, IND. 
loma Worth Harriman, S & Lue ist half (12-15) “ Lyric (12) 
Pressler & Klaiss la Marr & Boyce Bamby & Gang Kirk & Lawrence 
Sylvia Clark Scooter Lowry 2nd half (16-18) Rhea & Santoro Co 
Lights & Shadows Chas Withers Co Jerome & Ryan Winchester & Ross 
(5) (5) Miller-Marks Rev JOLIET. ILL. 
I. Osborne & Chico | Will Higgie Girls 2nd half (9-11) Rialto 
toy Rogers Rose & Shay Joe Freed Co Ist half (14-16) 
Viola Dana Walters Walter Jack Joyce Co Schichtl's Co 
Kramer & Boyle Roxy's Gang Alexander Tr Anger & Fair 
HOTEL e 
MANHATTAN 


TAILOR, 908 Walnut St Phila. 


PROVIDENCE 


Albee (12) 
Clownland Dancers 
Lee Morse 
Smith & Barker 


Ruster-John West 
James Evans Co 
5) 


LaBard & Barry 
Louis London 
Angus & Searle 
Rita Gould 
M Colleano Co 


ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (12) 


F Sylvester Co 
Grace Doro 
Sully & Thomas 
Dillons 


Dormonde, Partner 
Brady & Wells 

T & R Romaine 
Scott Saunders 

Don Lee & Louise 


SALEM 

Keith’s (12) 
I. Osborne & Chico 
Roy Rogers 
Viola Dana 
Kramer Boyle 
Kanazawa Japs 
H Foster Welch 
H Carroll-M Lewis 
H Carroll Rev 


SYRACUSE 
Keith’s (12) 
Evans & Wolfe 
Claudia Goleman 
T & R Romaine 
Joe Termini 
May Wirth 
(5) 
Fred Sylvester Co 
Grace Doro 
Loring Smith Co 


Co 


NGSTOW? N 


Kelth’s (12) 
Cadet 6 
Chamberlain & H 
Jane Dillon 


H J Conley Co 
Manning & Class 
(5) 

Beehee & Rubyatt 
Johnny Downs 
Rudell & Dunigan 
Meyers LL & Rice 
Roy Sedley Co 


Western R-K-0 


oO. 


2nd half 19) 
2 Belmonts 
Chapelle & Stinette 
Dell O'’ 

Joe Rea 

Cc’D’R RAPIDS, IA, 


Iow 

1st halt” (13-16) 
Gwynne Co 
Bernard & Henry 
6 Sailorettes 
Al B White 

2d half (16-19) 
Olympian Prize W 
Everett Sanderson 
Marsh & Archer 


(One to fill) 
CHICAGO, ILL, 
Englewood 
1st half (13-15) 
Dalton & Craig 
Betty Jane Cooper 
6 Gay Gordons 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (16-19) 
4 Sidneys 
Jahn & Baldwin Sis 
Three to fill> 
DAVENPORT, TA, 

Capitol 

Ist halt (13-15) 
Olympian Prize W 
Marsh & Archer 
Bverett Sanderson 


2d half (17-19) 
Capps Fam 
(One to fill) 
LINCOLN, NEB. 
Stuart (14) 
Ralph Whitehead 
Stepanoff Co 
LONDON, °CAN. 
Loew’s 
Ist half (14-16) 
I.uster Bros 
Farnell & Florence 
Florence Gast Co 
2d half (17-19) 
Inez & Dewynn 
Lane & Harper 
(One to fill) 
MADISON, WIS. 


Van Cello & Mary 
Chas Wilson 
Danny Duncan Co 
2d half (16-19) 
Dalton & Craig 
Speedy Feet 
(One to fill) 
MFMPHIS, 
Orpheum 
The Atwoods 
George Lyons 
silly Maine Co 
Wilton & Weber 
MILW’UKEE, WIS. 
Riverside (12) 
Lydia Harris 
B Hamp Co 
5 Reillys 
4 Uessems 
(One to fill) 
N’SHVILLE, T’NN. 
Princess (12) 
‘Ivory” I 
PEORIA, ILL. 
Palace 
Ist half (11-13) 
Eltinge & Vernon 
U S Indian Bd 
(One to fill) 
ROCKFORD, 
Palace 
Ist half (13-15) 
Any Fam 
Bert Walton 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (16-19) 
Al B White 
SIOUX CITY, ITA, 
Orpheum 
Ist half (12-14) 
Page & Class 
Nan Halperin 
Cody 5 
(Two to fill) 
SO. BEND, IND. 
Palace 
Ist half (13-15) 
U S Indian Bd 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (16-19) 
King Steppers 


TENN. 
(12) 


ILL. 


Orpheum 
[st half (13-15) 


(Three to fill) 


Lo 


ow 


NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 


Ist half (12-15) 
Jordan & Grace 
Helen Moretti 
Smith-Strong & L 
Zelaya 

Maryland Colleg’ns 
2nd half (16-18) 


Murray & Irwin 
Margaret Merle 


Franklyn D’Amore 
Klein Bros 
Ruiz & Bonita Co 


Fairmount 
Ist half (12-16) 
Will Morris 
Beth Challis Ce 
Jack Usher Co 
Melino & Davis 
Heart Strongs 
2nd halt (16-18) 


Black & Gold 
Cygi Co 

Olive Olsen 
Havana Royal Orch 
(One to fill) 

Lincoln 8Sq. 

Ist half (12-16) 
Whitey Roberts 
Wheeler & Potter 
Ruth Ford 

(Two to fill) 

2nd half (16-18) 
Ford & Price 
Helen Moretti 

B Henshaw & Rel 
Paula-Paquita & A 
(One to fill) 
loew's 46th St. 
Ist half (12-15) 
Madeline Patrice 

A Jarrett Co 
Emile Boreo 

Carr Bros & Betty 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (16-18) 
Ethel Pastor 
Mark Hellinger Co 
Dixie 4 
Hayes-Marsha & H 
(One to fill) 

National 

Ist half (12-15) 
3 Rhythm Queens 
Dixie Hamilton 
H & F Seamon 
Paula-Pasquita &A 
(One to fill) 

2nd half 18) 
Kitayamas 
Glad Moffatt 
Grace Nile Co 
3 Jolly Tars 
Maryland Colleg'’ns 


Orpheum 
Ist half (12-15) 
Meehan’'s Dogs 
Boyle & Della 
Ruiz & Bonita Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (16-18) 
Dixie Hamilton 
Emile Boreo 
(Three to fill) 

Paradise (12) 

F Waring’s Penns 
State (12) 
Belleclair Bros 
Eliz Brice Co 
Joe Darcey Co 
Seed & Austin 
(Two to fill) 

Victoria 
Ist half (12-15) 
La Fleur & Portia 
Murray & Irwin 
Doug Wright Co 
Olive Olsen 


Loew’s 
ist half (18- t 
Franklyn & R j 
Ethel Norris 
Dixie 4 | 


Tes A Greenberg 
(One to fill) | 
2nd half (16-1 
Large & Morgen 
Madeline Patrice 
Watts & Day 
Heart Strings 
(One to fill) 
BOSTON i 
Orpheum (12) 
Revel Bros & Re@ 
Donia & Clark 
Cc Emmy’s Pets 
Little Jack Little 
Frank Dobson Co 
TON 


Loew's (12) 
Romer Romaine 
Carlton & Ballew 
Sol Brilliant Ce 
R Olson & Girle 

CAPITOL 

Loew's (12) 

H Timberg & Ce | 
CLEVELAND | 
Granada (12) 

Collins & Petersod 

Georgie Tapps 

Louise Bave 

3 Samuels Bros 
COLUMBUS 
Loew's (12) 

Ted Claire 

Kikutas Japs 

Nell Kelly 

3 Rhythm Dancers 

— HOUSTON 
Loew's (12) 

Kafka-Stan & Mae 

Tom Fulmer 

Roy Cummings 

W Sharples Co 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (12) 

July Follies 

CMPHIS 

State (12) 
Helen Carlsen 
Russell & Marcont 
Kemper & Jeannie 
Wells & 4 Fays 
MONTREAL, CAN, 

Loew’s (12) 
Joe Mandis 3 
John R Walsh Co 
Coogan & Casey 
McManus & Hickey 
Alex Hyde Orch 
NEW JERSEY 
Palisades Park (12) 


2nd half (16-18) 


Gormely & Caffrey 


EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


1632 B’way, at 50th St., N. Y. City 


Jordan & Grace 
Beth Challis Co 
Me ino & Davis 
Joe Fejer Orch 
(One to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave. 
Ist half (12-15) 
3 Jolly Tars 
Barry & Lancaster 
Havana Royal Orch 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (16-18) 
N Arnaut & Bros 
Ethel Norris 
Wells & 4 Fays 
H & F Seamon 
Pirate Queen 
Metropo.itan (12) 
Van Horne & Inez 
Bernard & Townes 
Cole & Snyder 
Count Bernivici Bd 
(One to fill) 


Pitkin 
Ist half (12-15) 
Boyd & Wallin 
Watts & Day 
Mark Hellinger Co 
Klein Bros 
Wheeler Twins Co 
2nd half (16-18) 


Carr Bros & Betty 


Lya & Wolft 
3 Kirkil'’os 
Carlos Circus 
NEWARK 
Loew’s (12) 
France & La 
Hazel Romaine 
Jack Pepper Co 
Lockett & Page 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (12) 
Corelli & Jeannie 
Morley Sis 
Flynn & Mack 
Oriental Sketches 
NORFOLK 
State (12) .. 
3 Lordens 
H & B Hutchins 
Mary Haynes 
Enchanted Forrest 
PITTSBURGH 
Loew's (12) 
Henry Bergan Co 
Wesley Eddy 
TORONTO 
Loew's (12) 
Sierak’s Miracles 
Corty & Lee 
Seymour-Put 
3 Swifts 
F Masters Co 


Pell 


& M 


Dir: 


UP ON HER 
TOES 


in Earl Carroll’s “VANITIES” 
VIVIAN FAYE 


LEDDY « 


SMITH 


Ruth Ford 
Gordon & Walker 
is & Radcliffe 
& R Lyte Co 
Valencia (12) 
Teddy Joyce 
Evelyn Wilson 
Paul Sydell-Spotty 
4 Flash Devils 
ATLANTA 
Loew's (12) 


Prosper & Maret 
Edith Clifford 
Weston & Lyons | 
Rhyme - Reason Co | 


BALTIMORE 

Loew's (12) 
Dave Schooler 
June Carr 


| Be 
| 


WASHINGTON 
Loew's (12) 
Peggy Tay‘or 4 
Wesley Boynton 
Hilda Butzova 
WOODHAVEN 
Willard 
Ist half (12-15) 
Ford & Price 
Margaret Merle 
(irace Nile Co 
B Henshaw & 
~dini-Howard 
2nd half (16 
Will Morris 
Hinds & Leonard 
Doug Wright Co 
Watson & Cohn 
Wheeler Twins ¢ 


Rel 
Co 
18) 


Fanchon & Marco 


ATLANTA 
Fox (12) 
“International” I 
Markell & Faun 

Frederic Flores 
Mignon Laird 
Billy Carr 
Osaka Boys 
BRIDGEPORT 
Palace (12) 
“Coral” I 
Maurice & Vincent 
Royal Samoans 
La Petite Marie 
Oscar vaylor 
BROOKLYN 
Fox (11) 
“Manila Bound” I 
6 Candreva Bros 
Don Caroll 
Paul Olsen 
8B & EK Buroft 
Keo Yoki & Toki 
BUTTE, MONT. 


Fox 
Ist half (10-13) 
“Box o’ Candy” I 
Jones & Hull 


Frank Hamilton 


(Continued 


Reeves & Lou 
Mary r.ucy & Irene 
CHICAGO 
Avulon (13) 
‘B'way Venuses’ [ 


(Others to fill) 
DENVER 
Tabor Grand (10) 
Fellows’ L 

Lucilie Page 
Bud Averill 
Harrison & Elmo 
Helen Burke 
DETROIT 
Fox 
“Changes” 

(Others to Alt) 
FRESNO 
Wilson 
Ist half (10-12) 
“Country Club” 

Leonora Cori 

Masters & Grayc#® 

Rae Samuels 
HARTFORD 
Capitol (12) 

“Eyes” I 

6 Candreva Bros 

Green & Clifford 
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Wednesday, July 9, 1930 


VARIETY 


Bands and 


(Week of July 14) 


Orchestras 


without charge. 


Included. 


Permanent addresses of bands 


No charge is made for listing in this department. 


For reference guidance, initials represent: 
P—park, C—cafe, D H—dance hail, B—ballroom, R—restaurant. 


As far as possible, street addresses in large cities are also 


or orchestras will be published 


H—hotel, T—theatre, 


A 


n, Irving, Granada C., Chicago. 
Don. Loew's Jersey City, J. C. 
Albin, Jack, Bossert H., B’klyn. 
aledort, U. J., 03 Laberty St., Newburgh. 
Aimare, Joe, New Bamboo Inn, Chicago. 
Amidon, A., 912 E. 8th St., Flint, Mich. 
Anderson, Warren, 613 N. 47 St., Seattle. 
Appel, Osar, The Cathay, Baltimore. 
armbruster, J. L., B. A. C., Buffalo. 
arcadia (Cc. Edgerton), 2004 
ison St.. Phila. 
sh, Paul, Par T., N. ¥. C. 
pom Bk Jo, P. O. Box 398, Cora) Gables, 


Fia. 
A. P., 8614 6th Ave., Des Moines. 
yen 8., Davia Ie. Country C., Tampa. 


Baird, Maynard, erystal T., Knoxville. 
Baldwin, P.. Frontenac, Quebec. Can. 
Ballew, Smith, Baker H., Dallas. 
Bard, Jos., Golden Peasant R., Balto. 
Barnard, B.. 880 W. Morrell St., Jackson, 
ich. 
ga Don, Calico Cat B., Miami. 
Bartlett, O., Book-Cadillac, Detroit. 
Beonar, Montauk Point. 
tauk. L. L 


Basile, Joe, 65 No. 14th St., Newark, N. 3. 
Bastian, Walt., State T., Detroit. 
Bauer, F. J., 67 Ormond St., Rochester, 

a Babe, 226 Rose St., Reading. Pa. 
Baxter, Phil, Steel Pier, Atlantic City. 
State Aces (Al Relyea), 8 Mohawk 

Bt., Cohoes, N. Y. 
Beale, Bob, Athens Club, Oakland, Cal. 
Beckley, T., 102 E. 8th St.. Wilmington, 


Del 
Beniave, Sam, Capitol T.. Detroit. 
Berge, W. E., 67 Grand Ave., Englewood, 
3 


Berget, Paul, Rice H., Houston, Tex. 
Berger, W. J., 5449 Penn Ave., Pittsburgh. 
Berger, Herb, Chase H., St. L. 

Bernie, Ben, Roosevelt H., Hollywood, 


Cal. 
Bestor, Don, Convention H., Atlantic 
City. 
Bigelow, Don, Park Central H., N. ¥. C. 
Bingham, T. W., 18 S. Kyan St., Buffalo. 
Bissette-Maclean, Marigold R.. Rochester. 
Bloom, Leon, Station WBBM, Wrigley 
Bidg., Chi. 
Blumenthal’s Orch., Sovereign Hotel, Chi- 


eago. 
Bowley, Ray, 21 Beacon St., Hyde Park, 


ass, 
Boyle, Billy, Copley-Plaza H., Boston. 
Bradfield, Max, Fox T., Detroit. 
Brambilla. M., St. Francis T.. San Fran- 
eisco. 
Brandy’s Singing, Eagles B., Milwaukee. 
Breeskin, Daniel. Earle T., Washington. 
Brigode Ace, Danceland B. R., Cleve. 
we Collegians. Walled Lake B.. De- 
it 


Broudy, Dave, Grant T., Pittsburgh. 
aoe, Jay, El Capitan T., San Fran- 
eisco. 
T., 922 Sth Harrisburg, 
a 


Bryant, W. H., 1526 8. 6th 8t., Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

Buckeye Wonders, €45 60. Main 
Akron, O. 

Buloswkies Calife., Eagle B.. Milwaukee. 
Bunchuk, Yasha, Capito) T., N. Y. C. 

Burk. Milo, Brockton, Mass. 

Burke, Chick, Amesbury, Mase. 

Burtnett, Earl, Biltmore H., L. A. 
om Buddy, Richmond H., Richmond, 
Na. 
Busse, Hetiry, Castle Farms C., Cin- 
einnati. 

Butcher-Guth, Pines, Metuchen, N. J. 

Butler, Mel., Davenport, Spokane. 

Byers, Hale, Barney Gallant's, W. 8th 
N. ¥. 

Cc 


Cairns, Danny, Orpheum T., L. A. 

Calif. Collegians, Lyric T., N. Y. C. 

Calloway Cab, Cotton Club, N. Y. C. 

Caperoon, Fred, 401 B’way, Camden. N. J 
ee Joe, c-o M. C. A., 32 W. Randolph, 

Carberry, Duke, Walpole, Mass. 

Carter, F., Majestic, Long Beach, Ca). 

Casale, M., 140 Pine St.. Williamsport, 

a. 

Causer, Bob, Ithaca H., Ithaca, N. Y. 

Cavallaro, John, 20 Irving S8&t.. New 
Haven. 

Cavato, Ets, Flotilla Club. Pittsburgh. 

Cervone, izzy, 602 Blackstone Bidg.. 
Pittsburgh. 

Chapman, Jack, Drake H., Chicago. 

Christie, H. J.. 1831 N. Ormsby Ave., 
Louisville. 

Church, Ross, Buckeye Lake P.. Buck- 
@ye Lake, O. 

Col F.. 252 W. Douglas St., Reading, Pa 

Coleman, Emil, El Patio C., 52d St. and 
7th Ave., N. Y. C. 
— Serenaders. Far East R., Cleve 


Condelori, A., Adelph! 4., Philadelphia. 


Connelly, H. R., 489 Central Ave.. 

Bridgeport, Conn. 

Conrad H., 1088 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 

Frits, Maple View. Pittsfield, 
3 


Orch.., Armory, Middletown. 
Crawford, ‘Buzz, 2115 Pennsylvania 
Ave.. N. W.. Washington. 


Crawford. Thomas L.. Wichita, Kan. 


Cullen, B.. 814 rr. «tn St.. South Bos- 


Cummin 
ester, N. Johnnie, 29 East Ave., Roch 
Currie, Harry, seelbach H., Louisville. 


D 
51 14th 6t.. Norwich. 


Dentzig, J., 88 Putnam Ave., B’klyn. 
ugherty, Emory, Jardin Lido. Arling- 
ton H., Washington, D. C. 
Davidson, J. W.. Norshore T., Chicago. 
avis, C., Indiana T., Indianapolis. 
Davis. Doc, Drake H., Chicago. 
Davis, Eddie, 1674 Bway., N. Y. C. 
Davison. Walt, Mainstreet T.. K. C. 
palbridge, Del., Capitol T., Detroit. 
oF gel Senor, 1587 B’way, N. Y. C. 
ca, J., 
wn 331 St. Marks Ave., Brook 
Denny, Jack, Gibson H., Cincinnati. 


Deterich, Roy. av 
y. alon T.. Chicago. 


D’artri’s Orch., 
mn. 


field, 11." Lowell, 1200 Jackson St., Spring- 


Domino Orch., 22 4th § 
t.. Troy, N. Y. 
Donnelly, 
range. H., 239 Glenwood Ave., E. 
lin, Max, Natl, Bdcasting Co. 8. F. 


nberger, Chas., Hollywood R., N. 


Dougherty, Doc, Adelphia H., Phila. 
Dunn, Jack, Cinderella Roof B. R., L. A. 


Edmund, Gen, Alexandria H., L. A. 

Edwards, Gus C., Terrace Gardens, Chi. 

Eisenbourg, Dok, Shepard - Colonia) HK., 
Baston. 

Elinor, Carle, Carthay Circle, L. A. 

Ellis, F., St. Francis H., S. F. 

ee c-o Mills, 148 W. 46th 

Elmwood Band, 872 Van Nostrand Ave.. 
Jersey City. 

Eppel, 6736 N. 7th St., Philadelphia. 

Erickson, Lou, Egyptian T., Holly wood. 
ia Abe, 1000 St. Nicholas Ave., 


Fabeilo, Phil, Coliseum T., N. ¥. C. 
Fagan, Ray, Sagamore H., Rochester. 
Fallon, Owen, Wilson’s D. H., L. A. 
Farrell, F., Inn, 4 Sheridan Sq., N. Y. C. 
Fay, Bernard, Fay’s, Providence. 
J. M.. 226 E. 11th 8t.. Oakland. 


al. 
Feldman, Joe, 1068 E. 98th St., Cleveland 
Fey], J. W., 878 River St.. Troy, N. Y. 
Fiorito, Ted, Ambassador H., L. A. 
Fischer, Carl, Majestic D. H., Detroit. 
Fischer, C. L., 914 50. Westnedge Bt., 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Fisher, Mark. Variety, Chicago. 
Foard, Don, 1419 Reed Ave., Kalamazoo, 


Mich. 
Fogg, A. M.. 174 Beacon St., Portland. 


Forman, Lou, Palace T.. N. Y. C. 
Gene, c-o M. C. A., Par 
Four Horsemen, Masonic Temple Bidg.. 
Chicago. 
oo Milt. Grand Lake T., Oakland, 
al. 
Frasetto, Joe, Uptown C., 253 W. 125th 
St... 
Freed, Carl, 29 8. Orange Ave., Newark. 
Freeman, Geo., La Monica B. R., Santa 
Monica, Cal. 
Friary, George, Rockland, Mass. 
Friedman, Jerry, Abbey C., Hotel Hard- 
Friedman, L. F., St. Louis T., St. Louis. 
Friese, J. F., Strand T., Stamford, Conn. 
Fuller. Ear), W.F.B.E., Cinn. 
Funda, Frank, 745 7th Ave., N. Y. C. 
Funk, Larry, N. B. C., N. Y¥. C. 


G 


Galvin, J. J., Plaza T., Worcester, Mass. 
Galliecchio, Jo, 5200 Sheridan Rd., Chi. 


Garber, Jan, c-o M. C. A., Paramount 
mee... 

Gardner, C. C.. 1527 N. 24th 8t.. Lin- 
coln, Neb. 


Garrigan, Jimmy, Villa Lago, Chicago. 

Gasparre, Dick, Hote) Plaza. N. ¥. C. 
Gaul, Geo., Washington, D. C. 

Gegna, Misha, Forum Theatre, L. A. 

Geidt. Al. 117 8S. N. J. Ave., Atlantic 
City. 

German, Ross, 800 8th Ave., N. Y. C. 

Gerun, Tom, Lincoln Tavern, Morton 
Grove, Ill. 

Gill, Emerson, Mt. Royal H., Montreal. 
Goff, Mark, Briggs &., Detroit. 
Goldberg, Geo., Celestial R.. Bay Shore 
Park, Baltimore. Md. 

Goldékette, Jean, Book Tower, Detroit. 

Gonzales, 8. N.. 310 E. 4th 8t.. Santa 
Ana, Cal. 

Gordon, Herb, Wardman Pk. H., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Gorrell. Ray. care Goldkette. Detroit. 

Graham, Paul, Jenkinson Pay., Pt. Pleas- 
ant, N. J. 

Green. A. J.. 340 West 634 St., L. A. 

Green, Jacques, Ritz Towers, N. Y. C. 

Green, Jimmy, c-o M. C. A., 32 W. Ran- 
dolph St., Chi. 

Greer, Billy, 1002 Main &t., Davenport, 
Ta. 

Guanette, Lou. 16 St. Angele St., Quebec. 

Gurnick. Ed.. 88 Reynolds Ave., Provi- 
dence. 

Gunsendorfer, W.. Whitcomb H., 8. F. 

Gutterson, M., Valencia T.. Baltimore. 


H 


Hall, Sleepy, Onondaga H., Syracuse, 

Hallett, Ma)., Lawrence, Mass, 

Halstead, Henry, Cosmopolitan H., Den- 


ver. 
Hamm, Fred, Edgewater Beach C., Chi. 
Hammond, Jean, Sky Room. Milwaukee. 
Hamp, Johnny, Schroeder H., Milwau- 

kee, 

Hancock, = M. C. 

mount Bldg., N. Y. C. 

Hand. pe Piccadilly T., Chicago. 
Harkness, Ed., 3065 Clay St., 8. F. 
Haring, Bob, c-o Brunswick, a. @ 

799 Tth Ave., N. Y. C 
Harmon, M., Club Mirador, Washington. 
Harrison. J.. Rendezvous, Toronto. 
Hayes, Alhambra T., N. Y. Cc. 
Hays. Bill, Cathay Tea Garden, 
Heagland, Everett, c-o M. C. A., 
Heiberger. Emil, Bond 4#.. Hartford, 
Heidt, Horace, c-o Variety, 
Henderson. F.. 228 W. 139th St.. N. z. ¢. 
Henke:, Ted, Capitol, T., Sydney, Aus. , 
Henry, Tal, c-o Orch. Co. Amer.. 1650 
B’way, N. Y. C 
Henshel), J., 
Herberveaux. J.. 
ve.. Chicago. 

Stratford T., Chicago. 
Hirabak, A. 1123 Goettman Pitts 
urgh. 

eine, Everett, Le Perrott C., L. A. 
Hobbs, Frank, St. Catherine H., Catalina 


A., Para- 


State-Lake H., Chicago. 
NBC, 180 N. Michigan 


Is. 
Hoffman, L. G., 78 Ernst St., Buffalo. 
Hollowell, B., Strand D. H.. Wilmington. 
Del. 
Hollywood Collegians, %. of .C. Crs 
Wright, Martinique H.. N. ¥. C 
Holmes, right, We Es 
Houston. Chas., Monmouth Beach C., 
N. J. 
Hueston, Billy, 1658 B'way, N. Cc. 
Hyde. Alex., c-o Wm. Morris, 1560 B'’way 


N 
Illini Cornhuskers, Elks Country C., De- 
catur, Ill 
Irving, B., Lyceum T., New Britain 
Conn. 


Imperial) Marimba, American House, Bos- 
Ed, Vanity Fair B., Huntington. 
W. Va. 

Ipana Troubadours, WEAF, 
Iseminger, Bill, Hagerstown, M4. 

Iula, Felice, Rivoli T., Baltimore. 

lula. Ruffino. City Park Bd.. Baltimore 
Jackson, Harry, Pign Whistle C.. Holly- 
wood. 

Jackson's 18 Cheatnut 8t., Glovers- 


ville, N. Y. 


J 


Janis, Fred, Turkieh Village C., Chicago. 
Janover, A. L., 1255 Grant Ave., N. Y. C. 
Jedel, H., 475 Hawthorne Ave., Newark, 
Jehle, John, 75 Driggs Ave., Brooklyn. 
Jockers, Monro, Leighton’s C., L. A. 
Johnson, Arnold, 186Q Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Johnson, C., Small's Paradise, N. Y. C. 
Jobnson, Merle, 155 W. 46th St., N. Y¥. C. 
Johnson, Johnny, Post Lodge, Boston 
Post Rd., Larchmont, N. ¥. 
Johnston, O. W., 48 Grove Ave., Ottawa. 
Jordan, Art, 6241 Norwood St., Phila. 
Jorgensen, Ruth, 1235 Sheldon &t., Jack- 
son, Mich. 
Joy, Jim, Coronado H., St. Louisa, 


K 


Kahn, Herman, Capitol T., Newark, N. J. 
Kahn, Roger W., 1607 Bway, N. Y¥. C. 
Kallis, H., Lido Venice C., Boston. 
Kamas, Al, Swanee B. R., Washington. 
Kaplan, F. J., Bamboo Inn, 8222 W 
Madison St., Chicago. 
Kassel, Art, Metropole C., Chi. 
Katz Kittens, Far East C., Cleveland, O. 
Katz, Sam, Astor H., N. ¥. C. 
Katzman, Louls, c-o Brunswick, 799 7th 
Ave., 
W., 28 N. 10th &t., Lebanon, 
a 


Kay, Herbie, Trianon B., Chi. 

Kayser, Joe, Merry Gardens, Chicago. 
Ross E., 22 Gold 68t., Freeport. 
Kemmerer, Walt, Berks Trust Bidg., 
Reading, Pa. 


Kemp, Hal, Cafe de Paris, Piccadilly 
Circus, London, Eng. 


Larry, 801 Keenan Bidg.. Pitts- 
urgh. 
Kentner, H., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
Herman, Fox's Bway., Portland, 
re. 
Kerr. Chas., Golden Dragon, Phila. 
Sayanene Serenaders, Gd. Riviera T., De- 
troit. 
King, Hermie, Oakland T., Oakland, Cal 
King, Ted, 745 7th Ave., c/o Taps. 
King, Wayne, Aragon B. R., Chicago. 
King's Melody, 68 Mueller St., Bingham- 
aa Fred, Kingsway H., Hot Springs, 


rk. 

Kline,. M., 5456 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
Kneisel, E., Biltmore H., Atlanta. 
Knutson, Erling, President H.. K. C 
Kosloff, Lou, Oriental T., Chicago. 
Krausgrill. Walt. 347 Claremont Sldg.,. 


“Krueger, Art, Wisconsin H., Milwaukee. 


Krumhols, G. P., O. Box 404, New Bed- 
ford, Maas. 
L 
Lagasse, F., 518 Merrimac St., Lowell, 


Mass. 

Laitsky, Ben, Majestic T. Bldg., L. A. 

Landau, Mike, Oakland's Terrace, 60tb 
St. and Broadway, N. Y. C. 

Lane, Eddie, McAlpin H., N. Y. C. 

Lang, Henry, Baker H., Dallas. 

Lange, J. V., 27 Abbott St., Lowell, Mass. 

Lanin, H., 2000 W. Girard Ave., Phila. 

Lanin, Sam, WEAF. N. Y. C. 

Laughtner, Harris, St. Francis H., L. A. 
Harry, Casley H., Scranton. 

Leonard, Harold; Windsor H., Montreal. 

Levin, Al, 478 Whalley Ave., New Haven. 
Jack. Cinderella B., Long Beach 

al. 

Levitow, Bernara, Commodore H., N.Y.C. 

Lido Orch., Suite 56, Leew Bldg., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Lipsey, M., c-o M. C, A., 32 W. Randolph 
St., Chi. 

Littau, Jos., Roxy T., N. ¥. C. 

Lombardo, Guy, Pavillon Royal, 
brook, L. I. 

Long, Dick, Curtis H., Minneapolis. 

Lopez. Vincent, 8t. Regis H.. N. Y. 

Lowd, Howard G., Orkney Springs H., 
Orkney Sjfrings, Va. 

Lowe. Burt, Statler H., Boston. 

Lown, Bert, Biltmore H., N. Y¥. C. 

Lowry. Ed., Ambassador T., St. L. 

Ludwig, C. “Zaza,” 23 Clifford Ave., 
Manchester, N. H. 

Abe, Knickerbocker H., Holly- 
wool. 

Lynn, Sammy. 2003 Wichita St.. Dallas. 

Lyons, Al, Fox T., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


M 
Coliseum, st. Feters- 


Lyn- 


Macdonal4é, Rex, 
burg. 
Maitland, J., c-o M. C. A., 32 W. Ran- 
dolph S8t., Chi. 
on F. J., 8007 34 &t., Ocean Park. 
al. 
R. B., 608 Elinor St., Knoxville. 
enn. 
Mann Bros., Venice B. R., Venice, Cal. 
Manthe, Al, 307 N. Francis, Madison, Wis. 
H., 346 Knight St., Reading 
a. 
Marsh, Chas., Ft. Pitt H., Pittsburgh. 
Maslin, Sam, Seneca H., Rochester. 
Mason, Bobbie (Mies), New China R.. 
Youngstown, Ohio. 
Masters, Frank, Tivoli T., Chicago. 
Eddie, 89 Crooke Ave., ‘Brooklyn, 


McEnelly, E. 2., 86 Sylvan 8t., Spriug- 
field, Mass. 

McGay, J., Detroit Country Club. Detroit 
McGowan, Loos, c-o R. W. Kahn, 1607 
Bway, N. Y. C. 

McIntyre, James, Chateau Laurier, Ot- 
tawa. 

McKinney's, Edgewater B., Detroi 
McVee, 1. 8., 1221 EB. 334 St., L. A. 


Meeker, Bob, Wm. Penn H., Pittsburgh. 
Melia, Wm., 91 Edwin 8t.. Ridgefield 
Park, N. J 


Memphisoniansa, 92 S. Main Memphis 

Menge, M., El Patio B., L. A. 

Messenger. Al, Roseland, Taunton, Mass 

Meroff, Ben, Granada T., Chicago 

Meyer. M. F., 926 Broadway, Brooklyn 
7 


Meyer, Oscar, 4529 N. Camac 8&t.. Philae- 
delphia 

Meyer, Vic., Butler H., Beattie. 

Meyers, Ai, 6200 Girard Ave., Phila. 

Meyers, Louis, Horn's D. H.. L. A. 

Miller, J. Franz, Statler H., Detroit. 

Miller, Jack, Press Club, Montreal. 


Miller, N., 121 Williams St., Chelsea 
Mass. 
Miller. Vic, Loew's State, Byracuse. 


Miner-Doyle, 1192 Middlesex &St., Lowell 
Mass. 

Mills. Floyd, 786 Fayette 8t., Cumber- 
land, Ma 


Mine vitch, Borrah, Variety, N. Y. 


Minich, Ed., 1101 Prospect Ave., Sceran- 
ton, Pa. 
Mitchel Al. Olympia T., New Haven. 


Moore, Pryor, Schaber’s C., L. A. 

Moore, Tom, Cinderella B. R.., 
Beach, Cal. 

Morey. Al. Worth T.. Ft. Worth. 

Morgan, Joe, Palais D’Or, N. Y. C. 

Morris, Glen, Silver Slipper, Baltimore. 

Mosby, Curtis, Apex C., L. A. 

Mosher V., 3137 10th Ave. 8.. Minneap 
olis. 

Murphy's Skippers, e-o Ore. Co. of Am., 
1650 Bway, N. Y. C. 

Musial, Fred. Oriental T., Detroit. 

Moana H., Waikiki Beach, Honolulu, He- 


wal. 
N 


Nashold, Dudley, Nasheld’s B. R., Seattle. 
Naylor, Oliver, Palais D’Or, Phila. 

Neff, Art, 6223 Spruce St., Ph!ladelphia. 
Neibauer, Ed, Wilshore D. H., Chi. 


Long 


Nelson, Ozzie, Glen Ieland Casino, New 
Rochelle, N. ¥. 

New Orleans Owls, H. Roosevelt, N. O. 
Nichols, Red, Selwyn T., N. Y¥. C. 
Norvo, Red, 525 Fine Arts Bidg., Cal, 


Octavet orc., 85 Duffiela wt., wrooklyn, 


O'Hara, Ray, Gov. Clinton H., N. Y. C. 
O’ Hearn, Trave, LeClair H., Moline, ll). 
Olsen, George, Culver City, L. A. 
Oppenheim, W., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
Original Georgia 6, Dance/and, Jamaica. 
Original Yellow Jackets, 
Beach, Buckeye Lake, O. 
Orlando, Nick. Plaza H.. N. Y. C. 
@sborne, Will, Fox T., Bklyn, N. Y. 
Owens, H., Mayfair H., L. A. 
Owen, Dale, Capiivl ‘T.. Fiint, Mich, 


P 


Pace, George C., Roseville, O. 
Paleman, Dan, Black Cat R., N. Y¥. C. 
Panico, Louis, Canton Tea Gardens, Chi- 


ago. 
Parisian Red Heads, 28 W. North &t., 
Indianapolis. 
Pasternacki, Steve, Luigi's R., Detroit. 
Peabody, Eddie, Riverside, Cal. 
Pearl, Morey, 263 Hunting Ave., Boston 
Peck. Jack, 801 Keenan Bidg., Pittsburgh. 
Orch., Monmouth 6&t.. Newport, 


Summerland 


y. 

Perluss. Abe. Rose Room. Log Angeles. 
Perri, Don, Saenger T., New Orleans, La. 
Peterson, B., Tivoli T., Michigan City. 


nd. 
gaat Orch., 1848 Palmetto Ave., Te- 


edo. 
Philbrick’s Orch., Younker’s Dept. Store 
Des Moines, Ia. 
Phillips, Phil., Club Bagdad, Dallas. 
Piccino, A., 860 N. 8th St., Reading. Pa. 
Pierce, Chas., Pershing Palace, Chicago. 
Pipp’s Orch.. Sullivan's, Edmonton. Can. 
Pontrelli, Nick, Rose Room B. R., &. A. 
Prado, Fred, American House, Boston. 
Prince. G., King War Lo R., Detroit. 
Pullen, R. E.. 136 Sellers 6t.. Frank- 
ford, Phila. : 
Q 


Quam, Gene, Maryland H., Pasadena, Cal. 


Randall, Slatz, Muelbach H., Chi. 
Randel), art. Fontenelie H., Omaha. 
Rapp, Barney, New Yerker H., N. Y. C. 
Rapee, Erno, Warner Bros., Hollywood. 
Rasmussen, F.. 143 Graham Ave., Council 
Bluffs, Ia. 
Rawden, Bill, Palace H., 8. F. 
Reisman, Leo, Central P. Casino, N. Y¥ 
Renard, Jacques, Coconut Grove, Boston. 
Reser, Harry, 148 W. 46th 8t., N. Y. C. 
Rhythm Roamers, care Chas. Mack, De 


Ricci, Aldo, Ritz-Carlton H., N. ¥. C. 
Rich, Fred, e-o C. B. S.. N. Y. C. 
weet Larry, c-o, Publix, Par Bldg., 


Rickitts, J. C. Kosciusko, Miss. 
Rines, Joe, Elks H., Boston. 
Rittenbaud, J., U, Artists T., Detroit. 


Rizzo. Vincent, Sylvania H.. Phila. 
we Penn, Commodore B., Lowell, 
ass. 


Roesner, Walt, Fox T., San Francisco. 
Rohde, Karl. Loew's Orpheum, Boston. 
Roky. Leon, Syracuse H.. Syracuse. 
Rolfe, B. A., 111 W. 57th St., N. Y¥. C. 
Romanelli, 1., King Edward H., Teromte 
Romana, P., Roseland B. R., N. Y¥. C. 
Rose, Irv., Statler H., 8t. L. 
Rosenthal, Harry, Steinway Hall, N. Y. C. 
Rothschild, Leo, 306 W. 14th 8t., N. Y. C. 
Royal Novelty Six, 2333 N. 224 St., Phila. 
“Russell. B.. King Cotton H.. Greensboro. 
Russo, Dan, Beachview Gardens, Clricago. 


Sabin, Pauli, RKO’s 125th St. T., N. ¥. C. 
Sanborn, Ed., Loew's T., Montreal. 
Sands, P., 215 Ridgewood Ave.. B’klyn. 
Schara, C. F., 624 Bway., Buffalo, N. ¥. 
Schill, J., Arcadia B. R., N. Y¥. C. 
Schmitt, Fred, Rialto T.. Denver. 
Schooler, Dave, Capitol T., N. Y¥. C. 
Ed., 2% Arthur 8t., Lawrence. 
J., $19 Court 8t., Fremont, 
io. 
Bs L. W., 609 Dilbert Ave., Spring- 
eld, O. 
Scott, Frank, 284 President B8t., B’klys, 


Seidenman, Sid, Mayflower H., Wash. 
Sellinger, Henry, Drake H., Chicago. 
Selvin, Ben, Columbia, 1819 B' way. N. ¥. 
Setaro. A., Granada T.. 8. F. 
Severi, Gino, Granada T.. 8. F. 
Sheffers, H. C., Wilbur’s, Taunton, Mass 
Shelton, Geo., Olympic H.. Beattie. 
Sherman, Maurie, College Inn, Chi. 
Sidell, Curtiss, Marcell C., Altadena. 
Silvertnar, Missouri T., St. Louis. 
Silvester, Johnny. Spanish B. R.. Beattie. 
Simons Seymour, 1504 Bway, Detroit. 
Singer, Lou, Trianon B. R., Seattle. 
Singer, Sylvester, Bismarck H., Chi. 
Skrivenals, Jos., El Patio B. R., L. A. 
Slason, Fred, Lotus R., Washington, 
Smith, LeR., Connie's Inn, N. Y. C. 
Smith, Harl, Blossom Heath Inn, Detroit. 
Smolin, 8.. 160 W. Buchtel Ave., Akron. 
Ohio. 
Souders. Jackie. Strand T.. Vancouver. 
Specht, Paul, 1585, Broadway, N. Y¥. C. 
Spielman. M., Moulin Rouge C., B’Klyn. 
Spitainy, Phil, Pennsylvania H., N. Y. C 
Spitainy, H. Leopold, Chicago T., Chi. 
Spitalny. M., Statler H., Cleveland. 
Springer. Leon, 134 Livingston St., Bklyn. 
St. Clair Jesters, Prince Edward H.. 
Windsor, Canada. 
St. Louls Kings, 1888 BE. 95th St., B’klya. 


Stafford. H., 911 Sumner 6&t., Lincoln. 
Neb 

Stafford, Jesse, Palace H.. 8. F. 
Stanley, Jack, Senator T., Sacramento, 
Cal. 


Stark, Ferdinand, Curran T.. 8. F. 


Stevens, Perley, 258 Huntington Ave., 
Boston 
Stewart, Sammy, Arcadia B., N. Y. C. 


Stoll, Geo., Loew's State T., L. A. 
Stokes, Harold, E) Torres B., Kansas City. 
Straub, Herb, Buffaio Broadcasting Corp.. 
Buffalo. 

Strissoff, Vanderbilt H., N. Y. C. 

Bteele. Blue, Peabody H.. Memphie. 
Straight, Chas., Frolics C., Chicago. 
Butherland. Lee, Flor d'Italia C., 8. F. 
Bweet, Al, 29 Quincy Bt.. Chicago. 
Rweeten, Claude. Golden Gate, 8. F. 
Sweeten, Owen, 5th Avenue T., Seattle. 


T 
Taylor, Art, Nantucket Yacht C., Nan- 
tucket, Mass. 

Taylor, H., 1015 Chestnut 8t.. Phils. 


Teppas, J. J., 538 Glenwood Ave., Buffalo. 
Thavivy. 1739 Straus Bldg., Chicago. 

Thies, Henry, Linton H., Cin. 

Thomas Howard, c-o M. C. A., 32 W: 
Randolph, Chicago. 

Tierney Five. Rittenhoure H.. Phila. 
Tobin, John. Coffee Dan's, Chicago. 
Tremaine, Paul, Million $ Casiro, 
bury Park, N. J. 

Turcotte, Geo.. 90 Orange St.. Manches- 
ter. N. 


As- 


Vv 
Vallee, Rudy, Param-unt, T., Brooklyn, 


Van Cleef, Jimmy, 41 Paterson &t., New 
Brunswick, N. J. 

Veo, Harold, McAlpin H.. NY. C. 
Van Steedes, Peter. White’s R., N. Y. C. 
Vorhees, Don. 325 W. 45th Bt., N. Y. C. 


Wadsworth, Wheeler, Terrace Gardena, 


Chicago. 


4 Naynon's Birds 


Walker, Ray, Hamilton Chateau, N. Bere 
gen, N. J. 
Warner, D., Egyptian B., Ocean Pk., Cal, 
Walsh. W., 212 E. Tremont Ave., N. Y. 
Fred, Penn., 1697 Bway. 
N. 4 
Watson, Monk, Grand-Riviera T., Detroft, 
Ore., Paramount H., N, 


Weeks, Anson, Mark Hopkins H., §. F, 

Weems, Ted, Steel Pier, A. Cc. 

Welk, Lawrence, c-o M. C. A., 32 W 
Randolph St., Chi. 

Werner. Ed, Michigan T., Detroit. 

Wesley, Jos., 317 12th Ave., Milwaukee 

Whidden, Ed, 125 Dikeman St., Brooklys, 

Whiteman, Paul. 1560 Bway... N. Y. G 

Williamson, Ted, Iele of H., 
Charleston, S. C. 

Wilson, Billy, Du Pont H., Wilmington. 

Wilson, Clare, Madison Gardens, Tolede, 

Wilson. F.. Marcell Country Club, Pasa- 


dena. 
Winebrenner, W. 8., 267 Frederick St., 
Hanover, Pa. 
Wittstein, Eddie, New Haven. 
Wolshan, J.. E] Patio B. R., S. F. 
Wunderlich, F., 1587 E. 19th St., Bklyn. 
Wylie. Allister. Coronado H.. St. L. 


VARIETY BILLS 


(Continued from page 44) 


Palms 


Keo Yoki & Toki Elca 

B & E Buroft Clute 

Paul Olsen Kane 

Do... Caroii Fatla 

HOLLYWOOD Maltby 

Holly & Electric 
“Ideas in AD SE 
(Others to fill) om a3) 


LONG BEACH ‘ 
‘Country Club” I 


West 
Ist half (11-13) & 
Cadets” I Rae Samuels 
(Others to fill) 

MILWAUKE Elsinore 
ist half (12-13) 


“Rose Garden” T 
Red Donahue & F'l 
Harold Stanton 
Helen Hughes 


Macdonald & Dean 
Julia Curtiss 
Ruta Silver 
Up in the Air Girls 


NEW HAVEN 
12 “earless 
nee se 3 Jacks & 2 Girls 


Earl Wallace 5 
Helen Petch 
Aerial Girls 
Sunkist Beauties 


Terrell & Henley 


Reicards & Levine 
Mavis & Ted 


Fawe'tt & Thurst'n SEATTLE 

Esther Campbell 5th Ave. (10) 

NIAGARA FALLS | “Smiles” I 
Strand (12) Lamberti 


‘B’way Venuses’ I 
(Others to fill) 
OAKLAND 


Slate Bros 
Dorothy Nevelle 
Walter Bradbury 
SPRINGFIELD 
Palace (12) 
“Sunshine” I 
Vince Silk 


“Romance” I 
Castleton & Mack 
Jerome Mann 


Robert Cloy Barton & .Young 
OKLAHOMA CITY | Langan & Selby 
Orpheum Mary Louw 
2a half (15-17) Richard Wally 4) 
“Hot Dominoes” I Lovu!Is 
Les Klicks Fox (13) 
Paul Mall “Changes” 1 
Libonati (Others to fill} 
Hart W & Polly UTICA 
Terry Green Avon (12) 
PHILADELPHIA “Skirts” I 
Fox (11) Macdonald & Dean 
“Overtures” I Julia Curtiss 


Edison & Gregory 
Huff & Huff 
Toots Novello 
Helen Hille 
Louise Manning 
Sunkist Beauties 
PORTLAND 
Broadway (10) 
“Brunettes” I 
Chirot & Mercedo 
Seymour & Corncob 
Hassans Co 


Ruth Silver 

Up in the Air Girls 

W’SHINGT’N, D.C, 

Fox (11) 

“Desert” I 

E & M Buroff 

Muriel Stryker 

Cropley & Violet 

C’h Eagle Feathers 

Carla Tormey Girls 
WORCESTER 
Palace (12) 


Hirsch-Arnold Co “Marbie”’ I 
SAN DIEGO Al & Jack Rand 
Fox (10) Harris 3 
‘Victor Herbert’ I Hector 
{Others to fill) Roy Smoot 
SAN FRANCISCO | Francia 
Fox (11) Flobelle & Charlie 
“Seeing Double” I Georgene & Henry 
Stroud 2 Bud Hale 
St John Sunkist Beauties 


PROVINCIAL 


BIRMINGHAM MANCHESTER 
Empire Palace 
‘Parisian Pleasures’ | Maid of Mountains 

Gram NEWCASTLE 
Happy Days Empire 
Royal “Splendour” 
French Leave 
BLACKPOOL NEWPORT 
Grand Empire 


Debroy Somers Bd 
NOTTINGHAM 


“Luck of Navy” 
Opera House 


“Cup of Kindness” Empire 
BRADFORD “So This Is Love” 
Alhambra Royal 
‘Reply to Talkies’ Daphne 
CARDIFF PORTSMOUTH 
Empire Royal 
‘Whirl of Fun & M’ | Denville Stock Co 
EDINBURGH SHEFFIELD 
Empire Empire 
Dear Love George Robey 
GLASGOW Edward Victor 
Alhambra Somers & Fell 
Jack Hylton Co Claude Gardner 
Empire Betty & Buddy 


Billy Merson 
Bert Weston 
Power & Pace 


Stella & Partner 
Jones & Thomas 
SOUTHAMPTON 


Wade & Earle Empire 
Personality Girls Talbot O’Farrell 
HANLEY Ree Stowe 

Grand Wilson Hallett 
“Tune In’”’ Jack Conway 
HULL Marie Nyman 
Palace Lewis & Lawn 
‘Beauty on Parade’ | Embassy Girls 
LEEDS Nat & Joy Jackley 
Empire 4 Julians 
“Making Good” SOUTHSEA 
Royal King’s 
Hamilton Deane Co | A Warm Corner 
LIVERPOOL SWANSEA 
Empire Empire 
“House Jack Built” / “Just Plain Folk” 


LONDON 


Week July 5 
FINSBURY PARK STRATFORERY 
Empire Empir : 
Hold Everything 
LONDON Alan Green Bd 
Hippodrome Baliol & Merton Co 
Sons o’ Guns 
NEW CROSS VICTORIA 
Empire Palace 


“Journey's End” Follow Through 


Bad Book Biz 
Book business just now so bad 
that publishers won't discuss it with 
their best friends. While a few of 


the publishers have made up cure 

tailed fall lists, others are waiting 

to see what happens. 
It’s suicide to mention a dollar 


book in any publisher's office. 
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Broadway Chatter 


Arthur Cozine is on the reduce. 

Maude Hilton is slated for a Pub- 
lix unit. 

M. S. Bentham ill with an attack 


of neuritis. 
Willie Edelsten confined to bed 


with a bad cold. 

Gaston Bell left July 3 to spend 
the summer in Minneapolis. 

Phil Brown convalescing from 
hospital siege in Atlantic City. 

Chico Marx will vacation in Wis- 
consin. 

“Broadway Sam” Roth around. 


Under knife for acute appendicitis. 

Marjorie Seltzer is the P.D. in- 
genue in “Who Cares.” 

Sam Sewar says the liars are 
bigger than the fish up at Honedale, 
Pa. 

Edith Bow denies reiationship to 
Clara. Never claimed it, Edith 
6ays. 

Frank P. Wade left the clubhouse 
management of the N. V. A. Satur- 
day. With the club five years. 

Harry Archer has created a pri- 
vate swimming pool by damming 
the brook at his Connecticut place. 

Since leaving the booking office, 
Monty Montgomery has become a 
country gentleman. 

Joseph Bickerton, Jr., the barris- 
ter, at home for a week after a 
minor operation. 

Dorothy Morrison’s next date is 
at the Cafe de Paris, and in Paris, 
France. 

Mrs. D. W. Griffith visiting the 
“Passion Play” in Germany via 
Scotland. 

Eugene Castle leaves July 15 to 
spend the rest of summer in San 
Francisco with his folks. 

Paul Whiteman has taken a house 
on Pelham parkway near where 
i is anchored for the summer. 

Lou Schatza, former nite club en- 
tertainer, is a social director at the 
Hotel Ambassador, Fallsburg, N. Y. 

Malenoff Four, adagioists former- 
ly in “Whoopee,” sail July 12 for 
two weeks at the Hamilton hotel, 
Bermuda. 

Michael Pickart, former husband 


Next to the stage door of the 
Paiace Theatre. the new home oi 


MRS. GERSON’S GRILL 


After 11 Years on Broadway 


of Leona Lane, sister of Lola, is 
making merry at a swank Catskill 
resort. 

Edward Colebrook hasn’t been in 
stock this year, but he has been in 
so many flops that he might as well 
have been, he says. 

Mabel Grainger, who followed 
Lillian Gish into “Uncle Vanya,” 
will make a talking short for War- 
ners this week. 

George Patten and Marion Saki 
have dissolved their stage partner- 
ship. They showed the act before 
the split happened. 

London's pet ambition of becom- 
ing the multi-lingual production 
center of the film trade looks like 
being realized in some ways. 

Phil Baker says the touchers have 
a new approach. They start to sell 
him gags and skits, winding up by 
asking for $300, but settling for $35. 

Montreal's Mt. Royal hotel has 
had four floors closed for past four 
months. Hotel Victoria, Broadway, 
in hands of receiver. 

Nettie Linton, formerly Linton 
and Lawrence, vaude, has started 
her own orchestra, and entertainers’ 
bureau at 226 West 47th street. 

Better Business Bureau has put 
the Selznick Recording Company 
on the pan. Not connected with the 
film family of the same name. 

Jack ‘Curley had his best wres- 
tling season in 15 years. Now try- 
ing to arrange for a couple of tons 
of grapplers in an outdoor show. 

Radie Harris, picture editor of 
Central Press Syndicate, left Mon- 
day for Hollywood. She will be on 
the Coast until September gathering 
film chatter. 

Nancy Gillis, at United Artists, 

was married June 15 to Jesse Weis- 
man, non-pro. She says ceremony 
was rushed as both had to attend 
a funeral later. 
Earl Lindsay sez he’s through 
with cabaret work, turning down 
$4,000 for two weeks’ work to put on 
the Beaux Arts, Atlantic City, revue, 
which Bunny Weldon is staging. 

Bert Tucker, Sophie’s son, who 
practised lowdown dancing until it 
blistered his feet, is now in the 
professional department of the An- 
sonia Bootery, on Broadway. 

Retakes on “Sap from Syracuse” 
held Jack Ookie over in the big 
town a few days extra. He’s due 
to bow in for a week at the Mich- 
igan, Detroit, July 11. Then the 
coast. 

Jos. K. Freeman, late European 
theatre manager for M-G-M, is in 


(Continued on page 63) 


EARL CARROLL VANITIES 
EIGHTH EDITION ALL NEW 
56 Glittering Scenes—1,000 Laughs 


HERB WILLIAMS-JIMMY SAV9-JACK BENNY 
50 other featured players and the 
Most Beautiful Girls in the World 


462 Good Seats at $1.00 
NEW AMSTERDAM THEA., W. 42d St. 


Nightly and Mats. Wednesdays and Saturdays 
Theatre Delightfully Cool Filtered Air 


7TH MONTH 


GRACE GEORGE 


in the St. John Ervine comedy 


“FIRST MRS. FRASER” 
with A. E. Matthews 
and Lawrence Grossmith 


PLAYHOUSE St. Bway. Byes 


Wed. & Sat.. 


2:30 


10th MONTH 
BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


Strictly Dishonorable 


Comedy Hit by Preston Sturges 
Staged by Antoinette Perry & Mr. Pemberton 
This Attraction Never at Cut Rates 
AVON THEATRE, West 45th Street. 

Eves.8:50. Mats.Thurs.& Sat.2:30 
(Theatre Cooled by tced Air) 


The Theatre Guild Presents 
THE NEW 


Garrick Gaieties 


Seats at Box Office, $1-$3.00 
GUILD THEATRE 
52ND ST., W. OF B’WAY 


8:30. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:39. 


Evgs. 
50th St. & 7th Ave. Dir. 


R O X Of S.L. Rothafel (ROXY) 


O ON THE LEVEL 
>. 4 with VICTOR McLAGLEN 


FIFI PORSAY—A Comedy Smash 


Lon CHANEY Talks 
in ‘The Unholy Three’ 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


Fred Waring’s 


Pennsylvanians 
Bunchuk—Orchestra 


APITOL 


COOL 


B’WAY 
51st ST. 


JOY Shows ::Let's 


Always Cool and Comfortable 


JOE SMITH & CHAS. DALE 
LOU HOLTZ—GLORIA FOY 
JOE & PETE MICHON 
and RUTH ETTING 


RKO 
enocrons th T 
AVE. 
Wednesday to Friday, July 9-11 
Charles “Buddy” ROGERS 
in “SAFETY IN NUMBERS” 
HEALY & CROSS 
and 5 Other RKO Acts 
LEX 


Wednesday to Vriday, July 9-11 
Charles “Buddy” ROGERS 
in “SAFETY IN NUMBERS” 


NEAR 


ANATOLE FRIEDLAND'S 
20TH CENTURY REVUE 


Mike Connelly and his boss cele- 
brated their 19th wedding anniver- 
sary Saturday at their home in 
Flushing, L. I. Quite a record on 
Broadway. Nobody believed Mike 
when he told them about the anni- 


Exciting, Beautiful Stage Show 
Roxy Symphony Orchestra, Chorus, Ballet. 
32 Roxyettes and a cast of brilliant 
entertainers—Midnight Pictures. 


versary as he still has that school- 
boy complexion, while Marion is 


still a dapper. 


Exterior Lavs 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Local craze colored 
fronts on new business build- 
ings has the md@in streets look- 
ing like back drops for girl 
acts. 

New buildings are being built 
of green, yellow, and in one 
case, pink tile. 


RESTAURANT TRADE 
WAY OFF-MONEY LOW 


Although a severe drop in ;the 


New York restaurant business has 
been hitting them all, big and small, 
it was a surprise to the trade and 
the street to hear of the critical 
financial condition of one of the 
town’s best known delicatessen- 
eateries. 

The board of the operating com- 
pany is reported about to meet to 
formulate a plan to avoid receiver- 
ship. 

At a recent meeting the center 
of the restaurant company is said 
to have been given five years in 
which to pay the $240,000 debt he 
allegedly owes the company. At the 
same time he accepted a salary cut 
of from $75,000 to $35,000 a year. 
The restaurant company is hav- 
ing difficulty in meeting weekly 
obligations, from accounts, due to 
the present state of affairs generally 
in the public feeding business. 

It has been commented that the 
only eateries doing encouraging biz 
right now are the free bread line 
places on the Bowery. 

Times Square hotels, in the ma- 
jority, are much similarly wituared, 


Paris Chatter 


Fully half the boxes at the Empire 
on opening nights are occupied by 
booking agents. 

Billie and Dollie play Deauville, 
opening July 15 at the Casino. They 
now live in seclusion in suburban 
Saint-Cloud. 

The Prince of Monaco entertained 
Jeanne Helbling, French film star, 
at Monseigneur, nite club, after 
which, instead of going to bed, she 
caught an early plane for the 
Riviera. 

Sacha Guitry who hates to wait 
did it in full make-up for two hours 
in the wings of the Pigalle on a 
gala evening, awaiting his turn to 
appear. 

Two night clubs reopened despite 
there is hardly enough people to go 
round. Florida was reopened by 
Mario, well known head waiter for- 
merly connected with the Ambassa- 
dors, and Leon Volterra has re- 
opened the El Garron, where the 
Marigny girls double as an added 
attraction. Zelli’s still copping all 
the summer trade about Mont- 
martre. 

Jack Marin still with Stone and 
Vernon, despite rumors that he had 
split. 

Vaughan de Leath sings at the 
“Enfants Terribles,” the Pigalle 
nightclub. Telling John Maddox how 
funny it feels to be in direct con- 
tact with listeners when used to the 
air line. 

Bobbie Arnold blushing 
naughtiest lines in “Sexe Fa 

Jack Forester has a bad leg and 
stretches it at the U. S. Bar. 

Mistinguette back in Paris. 
paper for the Casino de Paris. 


at the 
ible.” 


More 


Hope Hampton buying all the 
gowns. Can’t be reached unless you 
walk on dressfitting ladies in the 
anteroom., 

Lily Damita trying to impress 
French journalists, who knew her 
when— 


Maria Kurenko singing at the 
Champs Elysees. 

Robert Davis appointed to suc- 
ceed Burton Stevenson as director 
of the American Library here. 

Dolores del Rio driving a big De- 
lage car and making up in smiles to 
the police for the breach of traffic 
regulations. 

Usual free drinks for the Deau- 
ville Casino band were suppressed 
by the management on account of 
extra poor business there in an ef- 
fort to reduce overhead. The resort 
is so dead that pictures given there 
are attended mostly by the musi- 
cians and employes who have noth- 
ing else to do. 

David and Hilda Murray booked 
for three weeks, opening August 28 
at the Lido-Venice. 


Chatter in London 


John Stuart moustache-killing. 

No “draggle” frocks. 

Prince of Wales has a new plane. 

Bare arms ban at weddings. 

Mrs. Merrick in a mess again. 

Bare legs at Wimbledon, 

Nothing doing round “this town. 

Golf after dinner. 

Billy Moran of-Levoie and Moran 
is sick. Team broken up. 

Silk breeches are the latest crazy 
fashion suggestion. 

Norma Terris due in for Cochran's 
midnight charity revue. 
- Clapham’s the latest suburban 
haunt to start a nite life. 

Janet Megrew in Gladys Frazin's 
shoes in “On the Spot.” 

West End managers now blame 
Wimbledon for the slump. 

Auto cyclists get knocked off at 
the rate of 10 a week. 

Two colored shows touring the 
sticks in England. 

John Drinkwater now hot on the 
Laemmle biography. 

Community singing as big a flop 
as ever. 
Oscar Wilde’s plays threaten to 


become popular. 
Trousers are new fashion for the 


dames. 

Bill Tilden turned newspaper man 
again. 

Turner Layton and his Rolls 


Royce and liveried chauffeur. 

Dorothy Boyd getting talker break 
at last. 

Eve Gray has a slant on nite club 
scraps. 

George King, one time agent, now 
producing. Says it’s ambition. 

Madge Compton back on the 
boards. 

Lillian Sande-cables she’s jealous 
of Beatrice Lillie. 

Tom Burke sued by 
maintenance arrears. 

Betty Balfour looking for talker 
material. 

Grosvenor House Hotel has film 
shows nightly. 

Irene Vanbrugh back at the St. 
James’s after 15 years. 

Edith Mason having opera tri- 
umphs. 

William Dennis, blossoming as a 
songster, is a newcomer. 

Augustus Bingham once conduct- 
ed orchestras. 

Alex Esway, talker director, car- 
ries a whistle as big as a banana. 

Javal is R. C. A. Photophone’s 
new sales chief this side. 

Nymphs decorate the best rest 
rooms in the new cinemas, 

New ravevis the low wages paid 
in the sticks. $15 weekly is big 
money, say some. 

Drusilla Wills, in “The Love 
Race,” says she’s never previously 
been in musical. 

It took motorists six hours to 
drive the 30 miles from the Alder- 
shot Military Tattoo to town. 

Robert Hale, back after three 
years, is talking about rousing re- 
ceptions before they happen. 

Ellacott Genner, Fox publicist, 
rates himself this town’s best judge 
of smokes. 

Randle Ayrton, between talker 
jobs, lets his house out to the screen 
magazine fiends. ' 

The Shuberts had an option on 
“Cynara” before it opened, and seem 
to have picked a bloomer. 

Pat Mannock, “Herald” scorer, 
now qualifying as hardest film 
slogger. 

Leslie Williams, U’s space hound 
here, dabbles in buying gee-zgees. 
Much cheaper than backing ’em. 

Drunk test by traffic cops over 
here is to hand suspects cigarettes 
and watch their hands as they light 
em up. 

Mile. Montfort, the opera 
frequents the British Museum. 
a complex for the mummies. 

Alhambra’s frontat display for 
U’s “All Quiet” the bravest show of 
letters in town. 

Monty Banks’ badly bruised nose 


Marie for 


star, 
Got 


from wifey (Gladys Frazin). Says 
they were acting. 

With Betty Nuthall badly off 
form, the chatterers won't find 


Wimbledon quite so hot this year. 

Toto and Noni, booked on the 
Same program, are both billed as 
“The Prince of Clowns” on the same 
bill. 

Peter Burnup, “Mail” flicker 
critic, keeps hanging round War- 
dour street. Trying to learn some- 
thing about films. 

Tallulah’s telling the chatterers 
she’s bound for Hollywood soon. 
They've discovered she’s like the 
Garbo to look at. 


Current newspaper craze for 


amateur photo competitions isn’t 


making the profe operators 
feel happy. 


Reopening of St. Paul's, partly 


eclosed for years for strengthening, 


has reminded folks there's a church 
in town. 

Latest infringement of the Borrah 
Minevitch idea is Fred Leslie and 
his Cockney Harmonica Band, as 
bad es the other imitators. 

Mollie Edmunds, winning film 
contests, swears she’s an old 
trouper. Had three weeks in the 
sticks. 

Space hound who did “Hiawatha” 
at the Albert Hall told the legmen 
it was an all-British show, etc.,, 
based on an all-English poem by a 
guy named Longfellow. 

Unhappiest guys in town at the 
moment are the suburban pat- 
ballers who fiddle around in little 
clubs at Surbiton and walk home o’ 
evenings through the Wimbledon 
crowds. 

Latest way of finding the boobs 
over here, after the city has been 
bled dry, is to advertise in the 
Agony Column of “The Times,” in 
which ritzy young ladies make dates 
with their gigs and dudes wanting 
to sell second hand trousers take a 
line or two. 


Chatter in Loop 


College Inn closed for fixing. 

Cops in street clothes and stars 
on lapels new idea of new regime. 

Socks and garters, in one, for 
men’s summer wear, 


Haircuts down to two bits in the 
better shops. 

Steeplechase at Arlington. 
time in Chi in 25 years. 

Newsstands now have music stands 
selling week hit records for 15c. 

“Chicagoland” is the new name 
for all territory covered by gunmen. 

Edna Pfister,. secretary of the 


First 


Exhibitors’ Association, denies 
everything. 
New Merchandise Mart, world’s 


largest building, a gasp with the 
night lighting effect. 

Elevator operators in department 
stores bally the sales as they glide 
up and down. 

Eddie Benkert, Musicians’ Union 
secretary, spending his vacation 
hanging around the office. 

Tait Littman, Milwaukee wonder 
fighter, has the town on its ear as 
possible title winner. 

Joe Bennett has written another 
song and is feeling about the same 
as ever. 

Hoods held a shooting party on 
busy State St. Plugged only one 
on-looker. 

St. Louis Dispatch carries stories 


quoting Col. McCormick admitting 
“Jake” Lingle was wrong. 

“From Chicago, and Proud of It,” 
is the new auto sticker C. C. is 
giving to boost the burg. 

L. M. Rubens, former owner of 
the Great-States theatre circuit, 


elected president of the Joliet (IIL), 
Trust and Savings Bank. 

Max Slott, manager of the Or- 
pheum, has gone big business and 
now has a swanky office in the 
Warner exchange building. 

With everybody easing off the 
summer, Eddie Grossman is just 
picking up steam, serving as chair- 
man on zoning committees, drawing 
up sales codes, holding previews, 
burning up the wires and generally 
enjoying himself. 

The: Griffiths-Risko battle of the 
century sent the Stadium plenty 
into the red. No draw, since Grif- 
fiths had already clipped Risko 
twice before. Risko’s: ballyhoo made 
him an even money bet until fight 
time when Griffiths went in as eight 
to five fav. At the first round odds 
were six to one. 


Detroit Gambling Joints 


Forced to Use Steerers 


Detroit, July 8. 


For the first time in history of 
gambling in Detroit, steerers are be- 
ing used. Local houses formerly had 
enough free advertising to get by, 
but with the vice drive on, the bet- 
ter known joints had to fold. 

Small games are plentiful. Down- 
town street corner steerers accost 
likely looking men and if they fail 
it costs them plenty. 

The other extreme is the class 
club with admission by membership 
only anc hard to get. Bona fide 
and substantial bank balance neces- 
sary. This place goes for the class 
trade using name entertainment. 
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Hollywood Shorts 


By Claude Binyon 
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Hollywood, July 5. 
Laura Lora planted her feet firm- 
ly on the Dyas corner of Hollywood 
and Vine and inhaled deeply. Into 
her well spread nostrils trickled the 
composite scent of popping ex- 
nausts, chili con carne and a classy 


lady. 

“Hollywood,” murmured Laura 
Lora. “My Hollywood!” 

“Your Hollywood and mine,” cor- 
rected the cop on the corner, “Get 
going or get a ticket. I hate peo- 

I hate 


ple. I hate automobiles. 
everything!” 
“lll conquer this town,” said 


Laura, Tossing her head defiantly, 
she crossed the street and let an 
elevator whisk her to the office of 
J.- Clever, anybody’s agent. 

In Mr. Clever’s waiting room were 
seven prima donnas, nine tenors and 
27 juveniles. Laura fought her way 
through the mob and confronted the 
girl at the desk. 

“Tell Joe I’m here,” she com- 
manded. 

“Who's here?” retorted the girl. 

“Tell him,” said Laura decisively. 
“He'll know.” 

The girl at the desk hesitated for 
a moment, then poked her head into 
Clever’s private office. “She's here,” 
she said importantly. 

“No kiddin’!” protested Joe. He 
turned to the well fed gentlemen 
seated at his right. “She’s here,” 
he repeated. 

“Carry her in,” suggested the well 
fed gentleman. 

Laura Lora pushed the desk girl 
as.‘e and strode with great de- 
termination into Clever’s office. She 
snapped hy purse open and ex- 
tracted a note. 

“Harry sent me,” she said, push- 
ing the note under Joe’s nose. Joe 
read: 

Dear Joe: 

Well, how do you like Holly- 
wood? It’s lousy here in Chi. 
The only act I booked in the last 
six months was the Six 
Tumbling Teetotalers, for an 
Anti-Saloon League picnic at 
Cirero. 

This will introduce you to 
Laura Lora, who is a worse 
actress than half of Hollywood, 
but she’s okay Saturday nights. 

I either had to give her this 

note or marry her. Give her a 

break, and I don’t care if you 

betray a pal. 

Love (Platonic). 

Harry. 

Joe looked at Laura speculatively. 

Then he looked at the well fed 
gentleman on his right. 

“Mike,” said Joe, “this is Laura 
Lora, the great legitimate actress. 
You've heard of her ain’t you?” 

Mike seemed impressed. “Oh, 
yeah,” he said. “You was starred 
in ‘Mable Muffs A Make,’ wasn’t 
you?” 

“What?” said Laura. 

“She sure was,” interrupted Joe. 
“Boy, she was great! lll never 
forget how she looked when they 
pulled the covers off the bed and 
found she wasn’t there.” 

“Yeah,” agreed Mike uncertainly. 

“She’s just the type you need for 
that show you’re backing,” sug- 
gested Joe. “And I'll bet you can 
geet her cheap.” 

“How cheap?” asked Mike. 

“Three hundred and fifty,” ven- 
tured Joe. 

‘Tll give you $50,” said Mike. 
“This is the first time I ever put 
on a show but I know too much 
salary when I see it.” 

“You ought to be ashamed,” said 
Joe. 

“Perhaps,” said Mike. 

Joe sighed. “All right,” he said, 
and pulled out some papers. 

“Say, where do I come in?” cried 
Laura. 

“Don’t be silly,” shushed Joe. 
“You're going to be starred.” 

“Starred ?” 

“Sure. Laura Lora in ‘Gas for the 
Laughing’.” 

“I came out here to get in pic- 
tures,” said Laura. “Is a star in 
a legit show important out here?” 

“If she’s between pictures,” said 
Joe. “Are you Equity?” 

“I was till my dues ran out,” said 
Laura. 

“You can use your first three 


weeks’ salary to catch up,” sug- 
gested Joe. 
Mike sat concentrating. “Hey, 


wait a minute!” he yelled abruptly. 
“Laura Lora wasn’t the star of 
‘Mabel Muffs a Make.’ That was 
Laura Dora.” 

Joe’s brow wrinkled, then he 
smiled in triumph. “You thought it 


Soft Pedal Sea Stuff 


Unexpected reaction to the 
“cruises to nowhere” idea 
launched by National Tours, 
Inc., seems to have found 
many vacationers afraid of 
rather than attracted to the 
implications of British regis- 
try and plenty of liquor, 

Tour company changed its 
advertising radically to coun- 


teract impression. Vacation- 
ists were afraid the _ ships 
would be crowded with 


whoopee parties to the disad- 
vantage of sober passengers, 


was Laura Lora for a while, didn’t 
you?” 

“Yeah,” admitted Mike. 

“Why did you think so?” pursued 
Joe. 

“Because,” said Mike. 
the names sounded alike.” 

“There you are,” Joe flourished. 
“What’s going to keep other people 
from thinking the same thing?” 

Mike thought. “Nothing,” he con- 
ceded. 

“We'll call her the famous New 
York star and nobody will question 
us. They’d be afraid to show their 
ignorance.” 

“Yeah, they’re ignorant,” agreed 
Mike. 

“Legit,” said Joe, shoving a con- 
tract under Mike’s chubby right 
hand, “is a great thing out here. 
It comes in handy when you're 
through in vaudeville.” 


Poillon Sister Says the 
Cops Hounded Her, but 
Court Not Convinced 


“Because 


In summoning a police sergeant 
and a policeman to West Side 
Court’ before Magistrate John V. 
Flood on the charge of assault, 
Charlotte Poillon, bigger half of 
the Poillon sisters, Charlotte and 
Catherine, stated to reporters this 
was just the beginning of series of 
persecutions on the part of the cops. 

“We went through this same thing 
some years ago. And we are pre- 
pared to give battle again,” warned 
Charlotte, six feet tall and built in 
proportion. 

Polee Sergeant William. A. Neu- 
berg and Patrolman Tom Comiskey 
of the West 68th street station, were 
summoned by Charlotte. Mag- 
istrate Flood ordered a complairt 
of disorderly conduct against them. 
After hearing the testimony, the 
court stated that in his belief there 
was not an iota of evidence against 
the cops and discharged them. 

Charlotte asserted that June 22 
at 173 West 8ist street where she 
and Catherine lived, Neuberg and 
Comiskey entered and demanded 
they pack up and get out of the 
city. 

“I know you sisters, plenty. You 
are under arrest. Get your luggage 
and get downstairs and beat it out 
of the town as quick as you can,” 
Charlotte quoted Neuberg. She was 
substantiated by sister Catherine, 
smaller and grayer. 

“When I got to the vestibule, 
Comiskey seized my wrist and 
wrenched it. And then slammed me 
against the wall shouting, “Wait 


here until the sergeant comes,” 
stated Charlotte. 
No Touch 


Nan McNally, a roomer at the 81st 
street house, witness for the sisters, 
stated she did not see the cop touch 
Charlotte. Three witnesses for the 
police, said the cops never touched 
the sisters. 

The sergeant and cop testified 
they never touched the complain- 
ant nor did they say they were un- 
der arrest. ”But I did say a prayer 
for a woman whose body was in a 
casket in the front room,” said the 
sergeant. 

The sisters told reporters that 
they had strong evidence against 
the slayer of their brother John who 
died in Albany some years ago. 
They asserted that their brother was 
slain. Since then they have as- 
siduously gathered information that 
will shortly result in the arrest of 
the alleged slayer. “We are not 
going to be put on the spot for any- 
one,” warned Charictte. 

They reside at 244 West 99th 


weight. 


street, now. / 


BROKER MENACED, HAD 
MILLER BROS. PINCHED 


After several lengthy hearings, 
George Miller, 25, salesman and his 
brother, David Miller, 22, salesman, 
of 258 West 85th street received 
suspended sentence on the charge 
of disorderly conduct. ney were 
found guilty by Magistrate De Luca 
in Night Court. 

The brothers were arrested by 
Patrolman “Bart” Druery, of the 
West 68th street station on the 
complaint of Charles. McCarthy, 
stock broker, of 33 Riverside drive. 
The latter testified that the de- 
fendants and another brother had 
threatened to do him bodily harm 
and also kidnap his young daughter. 
The defendants were arrested out- 
side of the apartment where Mc- 
Carthy resides. 

McCarthy testified he had _ re- 
ceived numerous phone calls and 
personal visit from the _ brothers. 
McCarthy stated that the defend- 
ants lost money in the collapse of 
the Manhattan Electrical Supply 
Company § stock. The defendants 
are said to have dropped $40,000. 
McCarthy was a large shareholder 
and sustained a tremendous per- 
sonal loss. 

The Millers averred that they 
sought McCarthy’s advice before 
purchasing the stock. This Mc- 
Carthy denies. He stated he never 
suggested that they buy the stock. 


Gave Sister Money Back 


McCarthy admitted he returned 
a sum of money lost by the sister 
of the defendants. It is said that 
the Millers and McCarthy met ina 
billard academy on “Mazda Lane.” 
The complaint of McCarthy against 
Millers is that they came to his 
apartment and sought to kick their 
way in. 

During the hearings, Police Com- 
missioner Mulrooney assigned de- 
tective Eddie Fitzgerald of Police 
Headquarters to guard McCarthy. 

The latter was recently under fire 
by the attorney general’s office. At- 
torney General Washburn conducted 
an investigation into an alleged 
stock pool in which McCarthy was 
mentioned. It is alleged that Mc- 
Carthy employed customer’s men of 
various brokerage houses to pur- 
chase stock in this alleged pool. 
Welker Cochran, billiard star and 
a customer’s man for Carroll and 
Snediker, brokers, was mentioned. 
The Millers knew Cochran, they 
stated. 


FRIARS DREW $15,000 IN 
2 NITES ON N. J. SHORE 


The Friars did a clean-up in a 
two-day public Frolic at Asbury 
Park Saturday and Atlantic City 
Sunday night. Met by Pryor’s band 
at the first stand, the actor-club- 
men opened the new 4,500-seat con- 
vention hall and grossed $7,506 at 
$5 top. 

At Atlantic City, where the Apollo 
was given rent free, the gross was 
$6,500 at $10 top. Total about $15,- 
000, with program sales and the net 
to the club. estimated at $10,000. 

The Friars were entertained at 
dinner Sunday evening at the Ritz 
by Enoch. Johnson, south Jersey’s 
political leader; acting Mayor 
Paxson and Harry Bacharach, ap- 
pointed mayor to succeed the late 
Anthony Ruffu, attending. George 


M. Cohan was tendered Atlantic 
wrolden key in a mahogany 
box. The club got the key to As- 


too. 
Cohan’s Reception 
Cohan’s reception in both resort 
cities was heart-warming. Cohan 
went on next to closing, singing 
“Give Me the Hat Me Father Wore,” 


bury, 


2 riot. 

The Friars paraded Atlantic 
Boardwalk 100 strong, wearing 
cowls and berets with the club 


name embroidered on each. Led 
by the mayor they passed a line of 
Elks’ cars parked on the Walk. The 
Elks, in convention, tooted horns 
as an ear-splitting salute. 

Jim Barton appeared for the first 
time in months, 40 pounds under 
He did a little dancing, 
but told his mad dog story. Show 
opened with a Friars’ grille re- 
hearsal. Bobby Clark stole that 
section by walking off saying: 
“What, no bassoon?” referring to the 
orchestra. Finale was a comic bal- 
let put on by Jack Mason and made 
up of older members of the club. 

S. Jay Kaufman was m. c. and 
in charge of the Frolic. 

The Friars’ party bussed it from 
Asbury Park to Atlantic City after 
Saturday night’s show, escorted by 
state troopers. 


What Chi. Will Bet on 


Chicago, July &. 

Gambling fever is so _ hot 
here everyone, besides playing 
the nags, can place any sized 
bet, either way, on these: 

That Al Capone will never 
come back to Chi. 

That the $55,000 reward for 
the Lingle killer will never be 
given up. 

That another gang killing 
will take place in 24 hours. 

That the City of Chicago en- 
durance flight record will 
never be broken. 

That turtle racing will re- 
place dog tracks. 

That the Prohibition law will 
be modified. 

That the Chicago 
Opera won't tour in 1931, 

That the Chicago “Tribune” 
will houseclean as soon as the 
“Hlerald-Examiner” brings out: 
the facts of the Lingle killing. 

That Samuel Insull will try 
to be the next mayor, 

That Loop streets will 
torn up all summer. 


‘Hot Skinless Dogs’ Cost 
Ambitious Worker $300; 
Also Row with a Greek 


Joe Eckert, 309 West 29tn street, 
restaurant worker, told Magistrate 
John V. Flood how he was swindled 
out of $300 by Frank Allison, 49, 
stock promoter, 220 West 58th street, 
who promised to make him wealthy 
by the sale of “skinless frank- 
furters.” 

Allison is small but has a tall 
line of chatter. He met Eckert in 
a restaurant and told him of how he 
expected to clean up on the opening 
of a chain of concessions of “Hot 
Skinless ’dogs.” Allison convinced 
Eckert he ought to get in on the 
ground floor, stated Eckert. “And 
so I did, but I fell into the celler,” 
moaned Eckert. 

Allison promised to give Eckert 
$25 a week salary and half of the 
profit, He took Eckert to a hot dog 
stand owned by a Greek and whis- 
pered into Eckert’s ear. ‘This is one 
of our stands. Monday shoo the 
Greek out and step behind the coun- 
ter,’ Eckert quotes Allison. 

On the fateful Monday, Eckert 
stepped behind the Greek’s counter 
and announced. “I’m the new boss. 
One side please.” The Greek was 
just about to annihilate Eckert 
when the latter fled for a bluecoat. 

It was then that Eckert had Alli- 
son arrested by Dectective Tom 
Hannigan of the West 47th street 
station. Magistrate John Flood held 
Allison for the action of the Grand 
Jury. 


BIG COAST ARENAS 
BY DUFFY-KEARNS 


Hollywood, July 8. 

An ambitious project to buiid 
arenas of the Madison Square Gar- 
den type in Los Angeles and San 
Francisco is reported far enough 
advanced for building start 
within 30 days. 

Jack Kearns and Bill Duffy are 
reported as the promoters with 
fights, circuses, hockey, ete., to pro- 
vide the dividends on the invest- 
ment. 

$enny Murphy, formerly asso- 
ciated with Tex Rickard and now 
owning a string of horses at 
Caliente, and Harry Pollack, are re- 
ported handling the negotiations for 
sites in the two cities. 

Local spot is said to be on 
Beverly boulevard, between Beverly 
Hills and Hollywood. 


Manly Sport in Texas 
—Taming Rattlesnakes 


Dallas, July 8. 

Mark Twain’s famed jumping 
frog is mere novelty as freak en- 
tertainment compared to what 
Point Isabel, south Texas burg, 
pulled on 4th of July. 

Promoters imported 150 Mexican 
rattlesnakes, spilled them in an 
empty lot and awarded prizes to 
contestants that could grab most 
of the reptiles barehanded and put 
them in a box. 

As rattlers have deadly venom 
and all of them were full grown, 5 
feet long, still possessing fangs, the 
eontest was easily dubbed ‘most 
dangerous sport in world,” 
drawing interest all over Texas, 


Civic 


be 


Window Cleaner’s Life 
Saved at Actor’s Fund, 
Takes Rest of Day Off 


A girl stenographer in the Actors’ 
Fund office was the means of saving 
the life of Meyer Weisman, 34, win- 
dow cleaner, and living at 1669 Bry- 
ant avenue, Bronx. 

Weissman had been on the sill 
outside of the window of the of- 
fice. Completing his cleaning on 
the eighth floor window, he slipped 
one end of his safety belt from the 
window frame hook, preparatory to 
going inside. He missed his foot- 
ing and hung suspended between 
the eighth and seventh floors. 
Weisman swayed like a pendulum, 
He was making feeble efforts to 
crawl up the facade of the building 
to get to the sill. He could hear 
the strain on the belt and expected 
to drop below any second. 

The stenographer essayed to haul 
Weisman in. She was not strong 
enough. “Please hurry for as- 
sistance,” pleaded Weisman. The 
woman got Angelo Abela, elevator 
operator. Abela with the assistance 
of others hauled Weisman into the 
Fund’s office. Wiping the perspira- 
tion from his forehead he calmly 
announced: “I’m through for the 
day.” 

Efforts to learn the name of the 
modest stenographer at the Actors’ 
Fund proved futile. 


REAL LONDONER GETS 
LOAD OF NEW YORK 


London, June 28. 


The typical Londoner has just re= 
turned from giving New York the, 
once-over. And New York is noW 
dead. 

He is one Mr. W. A. Saxby, con- 
nected with Powers on this side, and 
for inside dope on the intestines of 
a dynamo he wants a lot of beating. 

For three long, weary weeks he 
did New York. That is, when he 
wasn’t working. 

And the first thing he had to say, 
when trying to talk American in 
the “Variety” office this side, was 
that New York was out of date. 

“You guys ean’t dress shop wine 
dows,” he said. 

He warmed up some when it came 
to a discussion on the speaks. 

“Rye whiskey,” he remarked, 
looking at the clock, “is like caviare. 
You can get to like it.” 

Sax got all wrought up when he 
delivered the dope on his first visit 
to a speak. Said he didn’t mind 
paying top prices for the fun of 
pressing the button and watching 
the door open. 

After a few days, Sax, who is a 
Londoner and knows his stuff, reck- 
oned paying for lunches wasn’t any 
too fancy. He set about finding the 
spot where they hand ’em out free, 

He found a speak on 48th street 
where you can get an imitation 
whiskey for 50-cents and help your- 
self to roast beef and chicken and 
what-not free. He used to help 
himself to the lot and make a day 
of it. 

After this had gone on for a bit, 
and the speak went out of business, 
Sax kept himself amused asking the 
cops the way about town. He 
reckoned they were nice sorts of 
guys, but didn’t like the way they 
propped up the buildings. Police- 
men are so nice and tidy in Lon- 
don, 


Discovered a Joint 

There was a joint in Harlem Sax 
discovered, all on his ownsome. 
And the owner discovered him and 
chucked him out. 

It was a pity, 
fully. 

Sax wouldn’t live in New York 
for anything. He had innumerable 


he said thought- 


offers, but they weren’t for any- 
thing. 
New York, he _ reckons, is a 


crazy place. People run around 
looking flurried and imagine they’re 
busy. 

Sax never does that. 
good care never to be busy. 
a Londoner. 


He takes 
He’s 


Natural Backgrounds 


Phil Plant, one of the best known 
of the so-called Broadway playboys, 
has turned songwriter with two bal- 
lads, titled “My Yesterdays With 
You” and “As Long As You Love 
Me,” which allegedly have a real-life 
background to them. 

Harry D. Squires is publisher and 


collaborator, 
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VARIETY 


TO THE LADIES 


The Parisian Front 


By Christine 


Paris, June 28, 


Argentina is not only magnetic on 
the stage but she is charming off it. 
Hieing around to her dingy little 
dressing room at the Opera Comique 
and carrying on a conversation in 
pretty broken French was a lot of 
fun. 

She is not a bit haughty like her 
countrywoman, Raquel Meller, the 
languid diva now singing a few 
songs at the Palace revue and who 
came up in the world about the same 
time as Argentina but can’t forget it 
on stage or off. The dancer is quite 
simple in manner and genuinely 
enthusiastic if you admire her art. 

She was all of a perspiration and 
sipping white wine to cool off at the 
time of the interview. Crowds kept 
flocking in to shake her by the hand 
and congratulate her in rapid Span- 
ish. She had just finished her bal- 
let, “Amor Brujo,” which means the 
“vyoodooed love” or something on 
that order. It contains the famous 
Danse de la Frayeur, which consists 
of Argentina and six Spanish beau- 
ties doing a dance of witchcraft. 
It is superb, and whenever Argen- 
tina gives that number, whether in 
solo or in the ballet, she is forced to 
encore. 

Her grand gala performance of 
Spanish dances at the Opera will be 
a really great affair as it is a benefit, 
and the French love to turn out for 
benefits. Argentina will then divide 
her time among the resorts, Vichy, 
Biarritz, Aix-le-Bain and _ finally 
leave the country entirely and go to 
Holland. She says she’s simply 
crazy about Holland. 

Going to America 


In the fall she will make her third 
tour of America, landing in New 
York October 14 for a series of 50 
“But in 1931,” she said 
with an enthusiastic gleam in her 
eye, “I am going te do only work 
in ballets in America. I have my 
own girls and I will come with my 
company of Spanish ballet repertory 
of maybe 10, maybe more different 
ballets.” 


Argentina isn’t as pretty or as 
young off-stage as one might imag- 
ine, but she’s certainly “got that 
thing.” She is both gracious and 
charming with her gleaming smile 
and funny little accent. She speaks 
about three words of English all 
told. 

An Ace’s Wife 


Saw Maria Costes at tea at the 
Ritz the other afternoon in a bright 
red silk frock from Callot Soeurs, 
one of Paris’ swankiest dressmakers. 
Madame Costes is well liked over 
here and certainly has a lot to put 
her over anywhere. She's beautiful, 
blonde and a Georgian princess in 
her own right—and she has a fa- 
mous flyer as a husband. 


More Benefits 


Getting back to benefits, Paris is 
as warm with them at the moment. 
Les Amis de la France gave a bene- 
fit gala last night at the Ambassa- 
deurs which, by the way, continues 
to be the ritziest place in town. It 
doesn’t matter much what the bene- 
fit was for as the crowd that was 
there. 

Mile. Gabrielle Chanel (the famous 
dressmaker) was there; Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Singer, the Maharajah of 
Kapurthala, who was entertaining 
lavishly, and the Comte and Com- 
tesse de Vallombrosa. Then, of 
course, as entertainment there was 
Sacha Guitry, who never misses a 
chance to be the m.c. at a benefit, 
providing it’s big enough; Raquel 
Meller, Yvonne Printemps, and 
finally the Paramount theatre cho- 
rus of 24 tripping damsels. 

For the benefit for children this 
month, one of the stunts was to take 
over Au Gagne Petit (one of the 
better Paris department stores) and 
have well-known stage and society 
people do the selling. 

They fitted up a bar and turned 
the whole thing over to theatrical 
people, among whom were Mlle. Le- 
“onte from the Comedie Francaise, 
Mile. Antonine Meunier from the 
Opera, Mme. Marthe Regnier, Victor 
Boucher, Nadja, the dancer (or 
Beatrice Wagner as she is some- 
times called), and a lot of others. 


The Same Old Zelli 


At Joe Zelli’s the other night was 
Jack Forester, who just opened in 
a@ revue with Damia, called La 
Revue Milliardaire, whatever that 
means. Confidentially, he may be 
grand on the stage, but he certainly 
fis a punk dancer off. Even Joe 
Zelli's lively, not to say hot, orches- 
tra didn’t seem to pep him up. 

Not far away were Hilda and 
David Murray with a large party 


them was the 
William 


and not far from 
“heavy” but handsome 
Powell of Paramount. 
Joe Zelli was flitting perspiringly 
from one table to the other per 
usual handing out verbal apple- 
sauce. No wonder his place is 
popular. He remembers every- 
body’s name and every woman who 
walks in the place gets her hand 
kissed and is called Princess. 


Elsa Maxwell Bars the Press 


Elsa Maxwell's party was given 
at the home of Daisy Fellowes and 
her husband, the Honorable Regin- 
ald. Reporters were taboo and so 
were photographers but one does 
hear tell that the disguises were 
immensely successful. Lots of Ar- 
gentinas and Raquel Mellers, one 
Charlie Chaplin—and heaps of 
guests came simply impersonating 
each other. 

The Fellowes have a_ beautiful 
house in Neuilly, near the Chateau 
de Madrid, overlooking the Bois. 


Personalities 


Wynn Holcomb, caricaturist and 
scenic artist, just arrived from 
Hollywood via New York, thinks 
Hollywood is terrible—it’s the only 
place, he opines, where you can 
make a hit with extremes, either 
a super-super deluxe car or an old 
rattle bag like his own broken-down 
Bugatti. He and John Murray 
Anderson are holding forth at the 
Claridge during their stay here. 
They grew up together in Holly- 
wood, and are continuing their 
chumming around in the gay 
haunts of Paris. Herb Howe, the 


the same Hollywood bunch who is. 
resting up ir. Paris. 
Arline de Haas, erstwhile Warner 
p. a. was here with her girl friend, 
Katherine Zimmerman, picture 
critic of the “Evening Telegram.” 
They both threw up their jobs si- 
multaneously and went off on a 
year’s tour of the world. They saw 
Paris until time to return to Broad- 
way. 

Eccentric Styles 
The season at Ascot has begun 
and next week the Grande Semaine 
begins in Paris. The races how- 
ever, in England have developed into 
something much swanker than the 
races in France. At least from the 
fashion point of view. The clothes 
one sees at Longchamps are a bit 
eccentric; that is to say a mite 
too flashy for the real femme du 
monde. The best couture houses do 
not even bother to send their most 
elegant mannequins there any more 
although occasionally they exhibit a 
few of their more startling models. 
Jane Regny has just sent out a 
few hints for those who are about 
to go on vacations. Cotton frocks 
are absolutely in for sports’ clothes. 
It’s bound to look much less mussy 
than linen after a hard afternoon 
of tennis. They are all extremely 
simple with perhaps a little tie or 
scarf at the neck, and no sleeves. 
There is another one they've just 
designed in checked cambric which 
is adorable having two very wide 
pleats in the front to allow full 
play for that tennis stroke. 


The New Lengths 


Jane Regny’s collection, one of 
the nicest in Paris by the way, de- 
crees afternoon dresses to be be- 
tween six anc.eight inches below the 
knee; evening frocks just covering 
the shoe tops. Trains are passe, 
evening coats are going down in 
length, and short monkey jackets 
are out absolutely. 

Paris Whoopee—Per Usual 

Moors and Spaniards figured 
prominently this year at the “Quat- 
‘Zz’ Arts” ball, one of the freest 
local revelries. Theme for cos- 
tumes or rather for lack thereof 
was the entrance of the Spanish 
rulers in Granada, from which they 
turned the Moors out in the 15th 
century. The Four Arts is given 
by and for the students in Music, 
Painting, Sculpture and Architec- 
ture. 

Costume ball opened at midnight 
at the Palais des Expositions, a 
large wooden structure well beyond 
the Montparnasse section, on the 
Left Bank. It was still going 
strongly at daybreak but by this 
time many of the merrymakers had 
reduced their costumes to mighty 
little beyond nothing, several girls 
being clad in just their virtue, as 
becomes artists’ models and others. 
Only other Paris function that 
can compare to the “Quat ’z’ Arts” 
is the “Bal de l'Internat’” meaning 
the Medical Students ball. Neither 
would pass censor in a newsreel. 


ex-“Photoplay” critic, is another of f 


Do You Know That— 


Hollywood, July 5. 

Mary Hay is in town.... 
Florenz Ziegfeld, John Hark- 
writer, Vivienne Segal, Wil- 
liam Boyd, Chevalier, Ruby 
Jolson, Inez Courtney, Barbara 
Newberry and Eddie Foy were 
at the fights....When Claire 
Whitney was on location with 
a film unit a few years ago 
her hair was burned pure white 
by the tropical sun....The first 
Dominoes Revel was such a 
success that the performance 
had to be given twice to ac- 
commodate....Carmel Myers 
made a speech at the Holly- 
wood Jubilee in the Bowl the 
other night....Rufus LeMaire 
is the most rabid heart player 
on the Coast....Edna Mae 
Oliver, «ho recently learned to 
swim, was practicing at a 
swimming club on the 4th.... 
Grace Menken-Lytell looked 
charming in a beige and green 
ensemble trimmed in beige fur 
at a cocktail party last week. 
...-Evelyn Laye caused a 
flutter at luncheon at the Em- 
bassy Club....They say Ina 
Claire has lost many pounds 
....Jack Warner played 
“straight” for a frame on Dick 
Rodgers’ entry into pictures 
and Richard was all for catch- 
ing the next train east.... 
Ermo Rapee is still recover- 
ing from the “rib” the boys 
staged for him out at Bur- 
bank—they claim this was the 
classic of all burnups....Jack 
Lait calls the miniature golf 
courses “Hollywood Night 
Life.” 


Sweet Young Thing Goes 
Cruel Under Love’s Lash 


The startling effect of love on a 
slim Gish-like creature such as 
Helen Twelvetrees is strikingly told 
in “Swing High.” 

Here is a tender, almost childish, 
girl who giggles at a dancing toy on 
a musicbox, who gazes soulfully at 
a serenader and his guitar, and 
wears her hair in a cluster of curls 
after the fashion of 50 years ago 
(when apparently “blues” songs 
were prevalent and “two bits’ was 
slang). 


But when her hero was accused 
of being a thief she could rip off 
the adhesive tape holding her 
sprained arm and mounting her 
trapeze threaten destruction to the 
girl partner she held suspended un- 
til she confessed. This was a third 
degree worthy of Chicago at its 
Chicagoist. And adding to the won- 
der of her heroic effort was the 
cause, one Fred Scott. 


“A Picture for Men That 
Women Will Love”—Pun 


“The Big Fight” between Young 
Welcher and Knockout Cupid in six 
reels at the hothouse Globe. Ref- 
eree Lola Lane got in the way of 
more punches than a commutation 
ticket. Cupid got the decision and 
won the gold belt for the third finger 
of the left hand. Fans disappointed 
at the lack of any anxiety produced 
as to the outcome. Just a set-up. 

Billed as a “picture for men that 
women will love” perfectly correct 
—women will love men, even fight- 
ers. Ralph Ince has combed all the 
curl out of his hair, though not out 
of his lip. 

Unrefrigerated theatres should be 
closed by law in the summer. Ex- 
tras and amplifiers won all bets. 


MARRIAGES 


setty Blossom to Elmer Hansen 
(non-pro) in San Francisco July 3. 
Bride is member of Green theatre 
castin S. F. 

Harry Wren to Loretta Evert in 
Pewankee, Wis., last week. Groom 
former manager of Palace-Orph in 
Milwaukee. Bride was his secretary 
at the R-K-O house. 

Frank Wilson, in Stanley stage 
band, to Leona Talbot, non-pro, in 
Pittsburgh, July 3. 

Norman Light (nephew of the 
Shuberts) to the stepsister of the 
wife of Milton Shubert. Bride re- 
ported to be wealthy. Groom man- 
ager of Harris theatre, New York. 

James FE. Meighan, Jr., of Rye, 
N. Y., actor, to Astrid Peters non- 
pro, of New York City, in Green- 
wich, Conn. Groom divorced from 
his first wife. 


Alice Day, picture actress, to 
Jack Cohn, stock broker, in Santa 
Barbara, Cal. July 6. 


Ornamental Billie Dove 
Now More Useful 


Billie Dove has reversed the nat- 
ural order of things by emerging 
from 2 butterfly into a less orna- 
mental but tremendously more use- 
ful picture star. As one of that 


grand mix-up of “Sweethearts and 
Wives” Miss Dove's costumes are 
not the Christmas tree ornaments 
of former ice cream and cake films. 
This highly amusing story restricts 
her gowns to “borrowed” ones 
which accounts for that atrocious 
silk frock with heavy lace collar 
and box pleated skirt. Not that 
Leila Hyams deserves the blame 
for it either since her cape frock 
with pleated edge was very smart. 
Strict attention necessary here to 
distinguish which was sweetheart 
and which was wife since each be- 
have like the other much to the 
amusement of the audience. But 
Miss Dove's improved histrionic ef- 
forts are as much cause for cele- 
brating as national holiday since 
she never cried once—a record. 


Publix Unit Travels 
Light and All-Sport 


Ingenious costume designer for 
the Paramount revue “Sportland” 
considered economy and baggage, 
saving with both. Girls wore beige 
frocks with bolero jackets for ten- 


nis and just turned them inside out, 
showing their figured side as polo 


spectators. And what appeared to 
be something new in golf suits for 
men appeared again with different 
shirts for polo. Happily the polo 
number was longer, for the boys 
did look ridiculous playing golf in 
those white breeches and green 
socks. 


Mrs. Jesse Crawford, alone in her 
organ glory, gave the customers a 
sample of her syncopation so they 
couldn't possibly forget her while 
she’s away for the summer. 


Nothing Cut in Irish 
Film—All Calamity 


That bitter, bitter story of “Juno 
and the Paycock” comes to the 
screen without the loss of a single 
calamity. Sara Allgood’s “Juno” is 
just as heart-wringing as it was on 
the stage, while Edward Chapman 


gets in a few extra struts as the 
“Paycock.” The Sean O'Casey tale 
emphasizes the rebellion in the Irish 
nature more than the resignation 
that is really predominant, as wit- 
ness the length of time it took them 
to get their independence. 

And all these years Chicago has 
been taking credit for that neigh- 
borly habit of “taking ‘em for a 
ride” while the political factions 
over there practiced the same idea. 
Ireland never did have the right 
press agent. 


Stage Band Equally 
Strong with Dancers 


Ann Seymour, who can always be 
relied upon to capture any audience 
with her comedy, was forced to 
extend herself at the State to in- 
clude her famous “Tandem” num- 
ber. Her other song mutilating the 
men got generous approval also— 
from the women of course. Her 
shimmering satin gown made her 
appear slimmer than the taffeta 
one, though both were becoming. 

Ruiz and Bonita’s musicians mean 
as much to the act as the dancers 
themselves, for which reason the 
two girls, harpists, might do well 
to display their art with a more 
recent song than “Roses of Pic- 
ardy.” 


Popping Show This Week 
At Palace, with Women 


Palace has a cannoncracker show 
this week. Possibly the ten-minute 
late start was to prevent late 
comers entering during Adela 
Verne's pianolog, she being on sec- 
ond, 

Ruth Etting continues charming 
with personality and voice, her 
gown of gold molded to a figure as 
perfect as itself. 

Gloria Foy and her company have 
discovered an unusually happy dis- 
guise for a dance act called “Stars 
in Satire,” during which they imi- 
tate picture stars more in word 
than deed. Miss Foy looked cute 
in a pink silk jacket frock. Her 
final change was into a nifty black 


velvet costume very becoming, 


Newport 


Newport, R. I., July 5. 

Milton J. Budlong owns a fine 
estate at Newport, The Reefs. After 
having been married for many years 
to Margaret Wilson, and working 
his way up from poverty to af- 
fluence, he and his wife separated, 
and for years were involved in suits 
and countersuits. She barricaded 
herself in their luxurious New York 
apartment, and attracted crowds by 
throwing her husband's shirts out 
of the window, with notes attached 
declaring she was starving. There 
are three children, a daughter and 
two sons. 


Only Maid in Town 


For a number of years past 
Thomas Powers has ‘been at New- 
port each summer, stopping at an 
exclusive boarding house. Oringi- 
nally from Brooklyn, where he owns 
valuable real estate, he graduated 
from Yale in 1878. He now occu- 
pies an apartment on Park Avenue, 
and is the only man in the Social 
Register with a maid instead of a 
valet. 

An elderly Scotch woman has 
waited on him for years. He wan- 
ders about Newport, stopping to 
chat with policemen. 


Boxing Lessons 
Spencer Gardiner, who changed 
his name from Sullivan, and became 
a Newport pugilist, is instructing 
young sons of the fashionable mil- 
lionaires in boxing, giving daily les- 
s0ns at the Casino. 

The boys include Miguel and John 
de Braganza (sons of the Princess 
Miguel de Braganza), John G. Win- 
slow (son of Mr. and Mrs .Carroll 
Dana Winslow), John and Francis 
Clark (sons of Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Francis A. Clark) and Edwin M. 
Burke (son by a former marriage of 
Mrs. R. Livingston Beeckman.) 


Fashionable Boarding House 

The Muenchinger-King is one of 
the fashionable boarding houses of 
Newport. Long managed by the 
late Amanda Muenchinger, she took 
in as an assistant the Rev. Burton 
J. Baldwin, who had come from 
New Haven to tutor Cornelius Van- 
derbilt Jr. and Herman Oelrichs. 
Mme. Muenchinger died and left 
Baldwin the valuable property, with 
several adjoining cottages. Without 
delay he married Marthe Ekberg, 
Swedish servant-girl employed in 
the establishment. She _ started 
wearing elaborate costumes and 
riding about in her own car. After 
the birth of two children, she se- 
cured a divorce, and Baldwin was 
expected to marry the high school 


girl who had become his “secre- 
tary,” young enough to be his 
granddaughter, But he took to 


(Continued on page 63) 


The Way Clara Bow Does 
Her Hair—O; My Dear! 


A new Clara Bow has been is- 
sued. Present edition is much 
slimmer, has tamed hair laid in flat 
waves, adding years to her looks, 
addicted to pensive expressions ana@ 
a tremulous voice and mannerisms. 
Even those who are all Bow and 
those who Bow not agree this little 
girl is a stranger in a strange part. 

Mitzi Green, Skeets rallagher 
and Stuart Erwin make “Love 
Among the Millionaires” endurable 
—speaking only of the picture of 
course. 


Acrobatic Costumes 


When fast, difficult acrobatio 
dancing brings such generous ap- 
plause it’s evident Irene Vermillion 
can’t be wrong. And the Hip audi- 
ence wasn’t either. Costumes unime- 
portant though the blue velvet Rus- 
sian one was cute; previous silver 
edged skirt with its large blue 
flowers on a_ white background 
pretty while it lasted but that 
wasn’t long enough. The crystal 
appeal has been shattered long 
since. 

“Flowers of Seville” still bloom- 
ing against colorful backgrounds 
that outshine what they  back- 
ground, 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Abner J. Rubien, 
at Sloan's Hospital, New York, 
daughter. Father is theatrical at- 
torney. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ferde Grofe, a son, 
July 3. Father is chief arranger for 
Paul Whiteman, 


= 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | | | 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| | | 


' Wednesday, July 9, 1930 


EDETOREAL 


VARIETY 


ARIETY 


Trade Mark Registered 
Published Weekly by VARIETY, Inc. 
Sime Silverman. President 
164 West 46th Street New York City 


SUBSCRIPTION: 
Annual.......$10 oreign.....-. 
Bingte Copies. Cents 


VOL. 
15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety Clipper.) 

Keystone Films made an offer of 
$100,000 for six months’ services to 
Weber and Fields, said to be big- 
gest contract so far broached. Key- 
stone as a preparation for its ex- 
pansion into Triangle under Harry 
Aitken was bidding for all the com- 
edy stars in the field, including 
Hitchcock, Eddie Foy and Sam Ber- 
nard. 


No. 13 


Alan Dwan, until just before a 
D. W. Griffith assistant director, 
was directing Mary Pickford and 
was the subject of a controversy, 
Fox and Famous Players’ both 
claiming his services. 


Bosworth Pictures passed as a 
production brand, with Hobart Bos- 
worth terminating a _ partnership 
with Frank Garbutt whose product 
was handled by Morosco Pictures. 


Fox assigned Herbert Brenon to 
direct a super-feature starring An- 
nette Kellerman. He had just fin- 
ished a picture starring Valeska 
Suratt. 


Ziegfeld’s “Follies” was a smash 
at the New Amsterdam. Keported 
an eight-week buy was in effect 
with the agencies nolding every- 
thing up row “S” for the first 8 
weeks. 


Lillian Lorraine sued Fred M. 
Griesheimer for divorce. Husband 
was awaiting trial on charges of 
fraud in connection with war funds. 


English playwrights were produc- 
ing nothing and the theatre men of 
London looked to America for ma- 
terial. 


Unusual state right deal reported 
on “Birth of a Nation” which sold 
14 states for $75,000. Territorial 
buyer was to take the first $100,000 


with Griffith receiving 33144% of 

further income, States were the 

Dakotas, Minn., Ia. Ariz., N. M., 

Colo., Utah, Wyo., Idaho, Neb., 
Kansas, Montana and Nev. 
(From Clipper) 

Arthur Chambers, retired boxer, 

opened a road house called “The 


Champions’ Rest” in Philadelphia. 
During the house warming an am- 
bitious scraper got to talking too 
loud in his demands to meet some 
of the company with the gloves, 
among them being Paddy Ryan, 
new heavy champ. At length Cham- 
bers took the boaster on and after 
knocking him down some 15 times, 
laid him cold and gently deposited 
him outside. gut think of a pro- 
fessional pug fighting without a 
gate! 


Ada Monk, actress, was received 
into membership in the Unitarian 
Church of the Messiah, New York, 
and the “Clipper” considered it 
news, 

They were building a 
in Rockaway, so large it would 
need a staff of 700 waiters. Rocka- 
way was to have a new pier also, 
1,200 feet long. 


new hotel 


Boucicalt was the rage of Lon- 
don. Completing a profitable en- 
gagement at the Adelphi, he was 
prevailed upon to continue. “The 
Shaugraun” was the play. Bouci- 
cault also was writing a drama for 
Henry Irving, based on “Don 
Quixote,” according to report. 

The new race track at Sheeps- 
head Bay was inaugurated with 
three favorites losing in a row the 
first day. 


Actors were experimenting with 


the co-operative idea. “The Ac- 
tors’ Combination’ opened at the 
New National, Philadelphia, in 


“Uncie Tom’s Cabin” a performance 


which was described as ‘worst 
ever.” 
Clipper reports among its base- 


ball notes: “Williamson of the Chi- 


Cagos was fined $10 for calling Capt. 


Anson a 4. f.” 


Inside Stufl—Pictures 


Producers are endeavoring to get Western Electric to modify its royalty 
charges for foreign language pictures intended for showing domestically, 
inasmuch as the studios are compelled to pay double royalties for foreign 
pictures playing abroad and here. 

With a limited number of wired houses in the various foreign settle- 
ments throughout the country available for foreign language talkers, 
the producers are holding off putting the multi-linguals out domestically, 
as they see little profit in view of the two-way royalty charges. 

Under their franchise, producers pay $500 a reel for each picture made 
by the Western Electric recording mechanism. Same price per reel is 
added for each additional version, and still another $500 per reel if the 
foreign edition is to be shown in theatres in this country. 

Studios feel that the first charge of royalty should cover all foreign 
language showings both here and abroad, and are working to get the 
second charge eliminated or modified. They admit there would be no 
kick on this added cost if there were sufficient wired houses playing to 

‘eigners in this country, but as it now stands they do not feel like 
forming out the additional royalties for the few houses open to them. 

If they are successful in getting an even break on this royalty mixup 


they plan an increased distribution nationally for their multi-language 
pictures. 


Halitosis almost broke up the making of a screen operetta. 
juvenile was the guilty party and no one would tell him. 

Ingenue stood it throughout the entire shooting schedule but broke 
under the strain of retakes. A particular song had to be sung very 
nose-to-nose for a close-up, and the young lady bore it until the fifth 
“take” when, upon learning she’d have to do it again, she finally dis- 
appeared. They found her over in a corner plenty ill and in tears. 
Thence the problem to tell the juvenile he’d have to do something about 
it. Finally a New York musical producer on the picture took it upon 
himself to tell the lad. He picked his route via the singer’s wife. And 
the Missus promptly made vehement denials. 

Situation built to a climax by the wife calling over her husband and 
ordering him to breathe first into the face of the cameraman, then the 
assistant director, and herself. All politely denied the accusation until 
the producer demanded to take his turn. He did and immediately made 
known his verdict of “Guilty” in no uncertain terms. It broke up the 
day’s shooting, but the ingenue isn’t over the effects yet. 


The 


Even with production better than average in the Coast studios, there 
are more picture people idle than working. A reason is suggested by a 
director still in his 30’s but rating as a pioneer with 16 years in pictures. 

This industry is so young that none of the pioneers have begun to 
die off, and new talent is constantly being brought in. The result is 
that there are 100 guys for every job. 

“A lot of those not working could be if they weren’t afraid of losing 
professional prestige by taking a job rating less in cast or cash than their 
last one. Look at me. I never had trouble getting work when I was 
an assistant director. Now I’m a director and it’s a long time between 
contracts.” 


They don’t discuss tough breaks in Hollywood without someone say- 
ing, “And how about the actors in ‘Hell's Angels’?” The time and money 
Howard Hughes spent on that film have been meat for wisecrackers for 
the last year. Femme lead in the first silent version washed up and left 
the country. A couple of characters died. Some romances developed. 
There were seven different stories. 

Players coming out of that production back into Hollywood life found 
themselves almost forgotten. Off the screen, out of mind, is the way it 
works with casting directors. The one great advantage the players 


enjoyed was continual employment, something many others would have 
welcomed. 


As the picture product grows lighter in box office texture, comes the 
opportunity for the theatre operator to display showmanship. Not so 
tough to receive credit for showmanship when people are flocking to 
theatres because of good pictures; it’s when the shows are not so good 
that the theatre operator must stand on his own. 

With the opening of the new season many a theatre operator, of one, 
or more, or a division or chain of theatres, will have to stand alongside 
of the other fellow, with the best showmanship probably winning out. 

It will likely be the film industry’s greatest season for alibiless box 
office statements. 


Introduction of foreign editions was a life-saver for one old time 
silent actor on the Coast, who is now giving the producers a pain be- 
cause of his salary demands. 

A big shot in the old days, he was among the things forgotten but 
being able to speak Spanish he staged a comeback in pictures of that 
language. His first salary check for years called for $1,000 a week. For 
the next picture he demanded and got $1,500. Third was for $2,000, and 
now for his fourth he’s asking a further advance. Producers are won- 
dering if there’s an end to the thing. 


Metro almost arranged an exchange of Basil Rathbone for Reginald 
Owen last week on the Coast. Studio was keen on grabbing Owen for 
the “New Moon,” although he is appearing in “Caprice” at the L. A. 
Belasco. 

Idea was to substitute Rathbone into the show with the studio to pay 
the legit management a bonus for the change in “paper,” extra re- 
hearsals, etc. But the deal finally fell through after much huddling. 
Which side threw in the sponge is not known. It would have meant 
Rathbone’s going north to Frisco with the stage troupe and sticking 
until Owen finished on the picture. 


To convince the public that Metro employed no doubles to talk for 
Lon Chaney, the actor was made to swear to an affidavit concerning his 
work in “The Unholy Three.” 

This read in part: “The ventriloquist's, the old woman’s, the dummy’s, 
the parrot’s and the girl’s are actual reproductions of my own voice, and 
in no place in said photoplay or in any of the various characters por- 
trayed by me in said photoplay was a ‘double’ or substitute used for 
my voice.” 


Gloria Swanson’s first talker, “The Trespasser,” has topped all other 
UA’s in sound on grosses in this country. It has done $1,200,000. Through 
the star’s deal with Joseph P. Kennedy she receives $200,000 advance on 
each production and a substantial cut of the profits. Only two other UA 
talkers have topped $1,000,000, it is said, “Bulldog Drummond,” $1,100,000, 
and “Alibi,” slightly over $1,000,000. 

These figures are exclusive of foreign distribution. 


Gift to patrons is accumulating among the theatres in neighborhoods. 
These take in about everything of the household variety, and the gifts 
are steadily increasing in value. 

Some theatre managers wonder what will be the result when the gift 
giving thing for business at a theatre must cease, as it must. 


Pathe’s “Holiday” is plaving the Publix houses under the same sharing 
terms as did the “The Trespasser.” 


Inside Stufi—Vaude 


Arthur Prince, the English ventriloquist, may return to his former act 
over here. Prince's new turn, lately shown for the R-K-O bookers, is 
said not to have met with their approval. 


Princess Wahletka broke into the New York “Evening Journal’ with 
a spread story last week. The story foretells the future of the Lind- 
borgh baby by means of numerology. The Princess is featured in a story 
in a forthcoming issue of the Sunday “World” and another story is being 
syndicated by King Features, 


R-K-O has made a change in the wording of its trade-mark. Where 
the circle within the Radio-Keith-Orpheum triangle contained a small 
map of North America bearing the words “Coast to Coast” that has been 
replaced with only the joined letters “R-K-O.” 

It will be used on all stationery, ads., contracts, etc. 


After lying in state at the Van and Schenck club, Brooklyn, for three 
days, Joe Schenck was buried Thursday (31). Crowds stood outside the 
building continuously during the day and evening, thousands coming 
to pay their respects to the popular tenor. Services were held the eve- 
ning before the funeral by various organizations including the Friars, 
Elks and the club itself. It was in the Ridgewood district where he 
was brought up and where he and Gus Van went onto the vaudeville 
stage that saw the untimely departure of a beloved fellow. 


Recent roundup and arrest of a number of Chicago gangsters in Los 
Angeles was made by Edgar Dudley, former vaude actor and agent, now 
attached to the Chicago District Attorney’s office as investigator. 

At one time Dudley was half of the team of Dudley and Lorraine, 
later becoming an agent in Chicago. Put on the trail of the gangsters 
Dudley followed them out west, and working in conjunction with Los 
Angeles police soon had the bunch locked up. It took plenty of nerve. 


Variety’s the late Jack Conway never was a trolley car conductor 
but along with other west side Harlem boys he ‘worked for a raiiroad” 
for a time, selling tickets on the L line at &6th street. He and Jimmy 
Gillespie, laying off from vaudeville hoofing at the time. Jack didn’t 
have to report, being on the I. R. T. ball team but he concocted a scheme 
for easy money, splitting with Jimmy and a cop on duty. 

Wetting the inclined glass of the ticket drop box, tickets would adhere 
to the sides, the boys picking them out and reselling them. Good while 
it lasted, about a week. Then as Jack used to tell it, “the donkeys went 
on strike and our racket was over.” Both drifted away from “the rail- 
road” shortly afterwards. 


A Van and Schenck incident backstage at Keith’s, Cincinnati, happened 
about eight years ago. The team had done their opening show and 
Gus was waiting in the small room at the stage entrance for Joe to 
finish dressing. 


office was for Van and Schenck to do one of its latest numbers. The 
song plugger suggested that the new tune might be used to replace a 
certain song which he named. Then Gus explained: 

“I won’t say anything about your number until I talk it over with 
my partner. But I can tell you now that we won’t take out the song you 
spoke of. There’s a reason, and I don’t mind telling you what it is. 

“About nine years back Joe and I weren’t so well known in the show 
business and we weren't working all the time . It was Thanksgiving Day 
and we were laying off in a town in Iowa. We were almost broke and 
didn’t know what our next booking would be. In the hotel lobby we 
heard people talking about turkey. I picked up a paper and on the 
front page was a cartoon of a family enjoying a great turkey dinner. 

“That was one time, more than all others, that Joe and I wanted to eat 
a regular dinner; and it didn’t have to include turkey. 

“In the midst of that gloom came a mail delivery and in it was a 
special delivery letter for Joe and me. Inside was a check for $25 and 
a brief message, ‘Boys, have Thanksgiving dinner on me.” The letter 
was from Will Rossiter, the publisher of that song you mentioned. We 
sure had dinner on him that day. And ever since we always used one 
of his songs if we could.” 


Round the Square 


With Maurice Campbell out of the Prohibition administration in the 
metropolitan section, the better class hotels and restaurants will feel 
easier, while the 30,000 speak-saloons Campbell’s men Q@iligent!y over- 
looked may commence to worry. Campbell got air for New York, but 
resigned rather than go to Boston. He may be blamed for a thousand 
other things, but never on that Boston walk-out. 

Campbell knew the show business. He was manager for his wife, once 
an actress. In the show biz it’s publicity. Whether Campbell went after 
the better places knowing there was publicity for himself and the depart- 
ment in such raids, or just made a noise that way to cover up the delin- 
quencies of his office in neglecting the thousands of speaks in New York, 
only Campbell knows. 

Campbell’s transfer and resignation following suggests he stumbled 
against someone in his spectacular raids who stood a little stronger than 
he did. But a Campbell or so in a liquor mess doesn’t make much differ- 
ence; it’s 30,006 speaks today—maybe 31,000 tomorrow. No publicity in 
those low-down speaks, nor much of an expense account either. 


Harpo Marx, who strings and tunes his harp like no other similar in- 
strument in captivity and plays without being able to read music, has a 
set routine at the Paramount studio. He shows up and the music depart- 
ment plays the number on the piano. He goes away whistling. The next 
day he appears at the music department again and the tune is played for 
him on a violin. He again goes away whistling. On the third day he 
shows up with his harp with his own fancy symphonic arrangement. And 
it goes into the. picture. 

Roger Wolfe Kahn is now struggling along only at the rate of $60,000, 
a year. 
now in Roger’s possession from his father, Otto H., when coming of age. 

Roger is nuts on planes. Owns one for each day of the week and a 
stunt flyer at Roosevelt field. Also writes music off and on as before. 

A Broadway beer famine looms this summer if newly inducted pro- 
hibition director McCampbell’s shut-off plan clicks. McCampbell is check- 
ing the source of supply by posting men at the New York side of Jersey 
ferries on information that most of the beer in New York comes from 
New Jersey. 


Dinty Moore’s chop house, ordered padlocked for four months by 
Judge Knox, shut up shop last week. Several days were permitted to 
construct a passage to Moore’s living quarters over the restaurant. A 
stout wooden grill permits entrance through one door at the western 
end of the building, but Moore’s public place is securely closed. 


The restaurant was raided about nine times within four years. Only 
break for Moore is that the padlock spans the summer. 


A representative of a song publishing firm told Gus how anxious his . 


This is figured at conservative income at 6% from the $1,000,000 7 
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Budapest Summer Legits Fair; 


Hectic Authors Sue, Resign 


Budapest, June 28. 

New lessees for two ownerless 
theatres have been found, with con- 
tract for third still pending, for next 
season. Magyar Szinhaz, over which 
three managers and actors’ self- 
government went broke in the past 
season, will be managed by D. Juhl, 


who put up the money, 
Bardos, who lost heavily over The- 
ater im Palmgarten in Berlin last 
year, and will now try his hand at 
a Budapest stage again. 

Favarosi Operetteszinhaz was 
taken over by Sebestyen, co-man- 
ager of Varosi Szinhaz, with a view 
to featuring Hanna Honthy, musical 
and dramatic star in most plays. 
She is reported to be also financialiy 
interested in the venture. 


Belvarosi will probably go on 


“under the management of Heltai and 


Lengyel, both eminent dramatists, 
who swore they will never set their 
feet in the managerial offices of a 


‘theatre again because they worked 


that small house at a loss until last 
April. When, however, a turn for 
the better came with the success of 
Franci Gaal in Barry Conners’ “The 
Patsy” (still running), they changed 
their minds and decided to take an- 
other chance if they can come to 
terms with the landlord, which 
seems probable. So, after all, all 
Budapest houses will open again in 
September. 

Provincial theatres, operated at a 
loss, are considering the possibility 
of various mergers. 

The usual summer hit at the 
Fovarosi Nyari theatre, a summer 
timber edifice, is featuring Hanna 
Honthy as last year in a new mu- 
sical, “The First Spring”; book and 
lyrics by Andai, a new man, and 
music by Brodsky, who composed 
the majority of the last two years’ 
song hits. 

“Mauve Blouse, Yellow Cap,” 
adapted from a last century popular 
racing novel by Bekeffy, music by 
Lajtai, is doing fairly well in an- 
other summer theatre. 

Unusual heat is good for these 
airy edifices from which you can go 
to sup al fresco. 

More important picture houses go 
dark this month for summer repairs 
and open-air ones (one has a screen 
in the middle of Town Park pond) 
not fitted with sound contrivance 
for technical reasons, are starting 
work. 

On the whole, picture business 
was bad this last fortnight, only 
“Two Hearts in % Time” going 
strong. 

Authors Resigning 

Dramatic Authors’ Congress over, 
Eugene Heltai, amid sincere pro- 
tests, resigned from chairmanship 
of Hungarian Dramatic Authors’ 
Society. Heltai, very popular at 
home and abroad, has been at the 
job for over five years. He resigned 
on the plea that it was incompat- 
ible with his other business, that of 
managing a theatre, with interests 
diametrically opposed to those of 
the playwrights. Besides, he wants 

to do some writing in his spare 
time. 

Some dramatists, discontented 
with the society on the whole, and 
only keeping faithful to it because 
they were Heltai’s personal friends, 
also resigned from membership 
when he left. Two of these were 
Bela Zsolt and Szomory, author of 
“Alice Takats,” this season’s great- 
est hit. 

Zsolt Harsanyi, so far active as 
executive secretary of Dramatists’ 
Society, was elected to chairman- 
Ship. His first action in office was 
to carry through an agreement with 
Theatre Managers’ Associafion ac- 
cording to which no theatre will 
produce a play written by a non- 
member of Dramatists’ Society, 

Complications around authors 
lately resigned from membership 
loom on the horizon and party strife 
in the bosom of the sociéty is ram- 
pant. 


Molnar and Lengyel’s Suits 

Ferenc Molnar sued Vigszinhaz to 
regain control of his plays to which 
Vigszinhaz was entitled by contract, 
but failed to keep on the repertory 
for many years, nevertheless pre- 
venting the author to have them 
revived on another stage. 

Following his example, Melchior 
Lengyel also went to law to regain 
his rights of ownership to his plays, 
“Typhoon” and “Antonia,” produced 
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Coventry Court Hotel 
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Hungary Statistics 


(Continued from page 6) 


country, although they are glad 
enough from the tourist traffic 
angle when foreign film companies 
come here for months with big 
casts and spend a lot of cash. 
“Horseherd Baroness,” by Sylva- 
film, Berlin, Hungarian subject pic- 
ture now in the making, is to be 
followed by “Gypsy Serenade,” 
British Empire. Flm_ production. 
Production manager Ivan Des- 
chan, himself of Hungarian extrac- 
tion, is here to make preliminary 
arrangement for outdoor pictures to 
be taken in this country. Fllm to 
be all-talker in English, French and 
terman, acted by entirely different 
casts in all three languages, 
Despite remonstrances, Hun- 
garian Film Foundation may take a 
small share in production costs and 
have a Hungarian version made, 


State Legits Can’t Double 


Alexander Hevesi, manager of 
the state-subsidized National thea- 
tre, has issued a decree that mem- 
bers of the said theatre (they are 
considered state employees and 


are not authorized to play in pic- 
tures as long as they are attached 
to the National. Great resentment, 
since limited actors’ incomes were 
comfortably rounded off by oc- 
casional screen earnings. 

Public ire increased when Gizi 
Bajor, National theatre’s star and 
cherished pet of local audiences, 
was granted special permission to 
play in an Hungarian version of a 
Paramount picture in Paris whither 
she has already departed in com- 
pany of other artists attached to 
other Budapest stages. Excuse was 
that contracts concluded by mem- 
bers of National theatre before the 
decree was made public were still 
valid, but that henceforward strict 
prohibition would be enforced. 


Composers Squawking 

O. M. M. E., Hungarian Society of 
Film Distributors, complains that 
composers whose music is syn- 
chronized with sound films, claim 
that producers have acquired from 
them only the rights of reproduc- 
tion, not, however, of publicly per- 
forming said reproductions, and de- 
clare they want royalties after 
every public performance, like they 
are now to get after public per- 
formances of gramophone records. 
This they call absurd. What would 
a picture producer want to repro- 
duce their music for unless it was 
for performing it publicly? 

The composers are making such 
a fuss about it, however, that evi- 
dently the matter will have to be 
dealt with seriously and Hungarian 
distributors, to whom the composers 
have become a nuisance, propose to 
call another international congress, 
this time of film producers, dis- 
tributors and exhibitors, to put a 
stop to similar abuses. 


GERMAN LAWYER’S PLAY 


Berlin, July 1. 
Well known German lawyer, Dr. 
Max Alsberg, has written ‘Vorun- 
tersuchung” (Preliminary Trial), 
for fall production at the Deutsches 
Kunstlertheatre. 


years ago at Vigszinhaz and kept 
tied up by that management. 

Molnar won his suit and Lengyel 
got back control of “Typhoon,” but 
not of “Antonia,” since less than 
five years had gone by since the 
last performance of the latter play. 

The Budapest supreme court here- 
by established a term of five years 
at the expiration of which the 
author regains ownership and con- 
trol of his play if in the meantime 
it has not been produced by the the- 
atre which had a contract for it 
originally, and produced it in the 
first instance. 


Galli-Curci Echo 

Galli-Curci has not yet been for- 
gotten in Budapest. A man who 
saw her in “Traviata” when she 
toured here last spring [says he 
only saw and did not hear her] sued 
the theatre on the plea that the 
ticket price, raised sixfold, wasn’t 
warranted. He had paid $3.50 for 
a ticket which ordinarily in the 
same theatre cost three pengos 
(60 cents), and the performance 
hadn’t been worth a cent more than 
any other; rather the contrary, he 
alleged. 

Court decided against him, saying 
management of theatre had only 
promised to give him Galli-Curci 
for his money and had not pledged 
itself to give a good production. 
Plaintiff had to pay damages for the 
amount of his ticket. 


PLEA OF ‘BRITISH’ IN 
AUSTRALIA ALL VAIN 


By ERIC H. GORRICK 


Sydney, June 7. 

“Buy British goods” is the cry over 
here at the present time. The Brit- 
ish idea also goes for pictures and 
stage attractions, 

Screen British pictures and stage 
British plays, taking in Australian, 
shout distributors of British pic- 
tures and those holding the Austra- 
lian rights of English stage plays. 

Noble’ sentiment, hardly 
workable here. 

Let Australia screen and stage 
entirely English productions and 
more than half of its theatres would 
have to close for lack of entertain- 
ing material. 

During the past year only one 
British picture has been anything 
like successful. Every other picture 
that has drawn to the box office has 
been American. 

Australia has not yet produced 
pictures for world or home con- 


sumption. Mostly every attempt 
proves very crude. 
The censor’s report, recently 


issued, did not favor British pic- 
tures very highly, stating that Eng- 
lish producers aped the Continental 
idea too much, 


With trade depression lifting a 
little, show business is picking up 
somewhat. 

Revival of 
tains” 


“Maid of the Moun- 
drawing great business to 


have their pensions, however small) | Her Majesty’s and should stay many 


weeks. 

Edith Taliaferro not doing any- 
thing with “Let Us Be Gay,” at 
Criterion and show will probably 
close next week. 

Westminster Glee Singers close at 


Palace after doing poorly, and ‘Love 


Lies” at the Royal, is just about 
getting by. 
CURRENT PLAYS 
Her Majesty’s—‘‘Maid of Mountains.” 
Royal—‘‘Love Lies.” 
Palace—Glee Singers. 
Opera House—Stock. 
Criterion—‘‘Let Us Be Gay” (A). 


PICTURES 
(American attractions marked “A”) 
State — “Sally” had smash premiere 


and booked for run (A). 


Plaza—‘“‘Sunny Side Up’’ (A). 
Regent—‘“Ship From Shanghai” (A). 
Empire—“Let’s Go Places” (A). 
Roxy—‘“‘Rio Rita.”’ Run hit for Fullers 


A). 
St. James—‘Gold Diggers of Broad- 
ey Long run and still making money 


Lyceum—"‘Splinters.” Long run. 


Lyric—“‘Light of Western Stars” and 
“Paris Bound” (A). 
Empress — “The Divine Lady,” and 


“Men Are Like That” (A). 

Crystal Palace—‘‘The (A). 
Capitol—Corking bill this week and 
business building up nicely. Price Dun- 
lavy got over with nice organ novelty. 
Feature pictures both strong and held 
everybody with “‘Sacred Flame,” getting 
better of “Benson Murder Case.” Bot 
“A."”” Horace Sheldon and orchestra closed 
intermission strongly. If management 
keeps entertainment standard up this 
house should gradually come back into 
its own again as the best bet on the 
U. T. chain. This especially now that 
State has gone long run. Dollar top and 
well worth the money. 7 
Prince Edward—‘‘Sarah and Son” (A) 
opened strongly last week and appears 
set. High-class society audience in for 
premiere, with picture clicking. 
Haymarket—‘‘Son of the Gods” closes 
this week after several weeks. “Hell 
gg follows, booked in for run, U. T. 


(American, 13; English, 5) 


MELBOURNE 


Cold weather bringing money to 
the theatres and general brightening 
up around the theatrical district. 


CURRENT PLAYS 
(American denoted by “A”) 
of New York” (revival) 
King’s—“‘SJourney’s End” (revival). 
Comedy—‘“Prince and Pauper” (A). 
PICTURES 
— “Honey,” and “Divine Lady” 
Regent—‘“‘Dynamite” (A). 
De Luxe—‘It’'s Great Life’ 
ficer O’Brien” (A). 
Plaza—‘‘Sunny Side Up” (A). 
Capitol—‘‘Disraeli’’ (A). 
Palace—"Hit The Deck” (A) 
Princess—‘‘Show of Shows’ (A). 
Majestic—‘'Paris” (A). 
Athenaeum—“‘Rookery Nook” 
American, 10; English, 2) 


~ 


and “Of- 


CHATTER 

Julia Dawn, American organist, 
at Prince Edward, Sydney, only 
woman organist in Australia. 

Union Theatres not importing any 
more foreign organists; going for 
orchestras instead. William Faver- 
sham doing “Prince and Pauper” 
in Melbourne for W. T. American 
actor will complete tour New Zea- 
land before returning. 

Now that W. T. are going in for 
revivals, foreign authors should pick 
up some unexpected royalties. W. 
T. is dragging all the oldtimers, 
both musical and otherwise, from 
the storehouse and staging. them 
successfully. Maybe they are mark- 
ing time until E. J. Tait gets back 
from America with new attractions. 

Having put his house in order, 
Sir Ben Fuller will leave for Amer- 
ica this month. With the Fuller 
organization purchasing outright 
the Hayward interests in New Zea- 
land, Fullers now control the largest 
theatrical chain here. Sir Ben’s 
visit to America is mainly to tie 
up with the big. producers for re- 
lease of their products here. 


English Circuits May Jointly 
Book Am. Acts, for Time and Salary 


England Off Weak Films 


(Continued from page 7) 


than use of ordinary product in first 
run stands. 

The run of available material 
lately has been so weak all six 
houses have had to change pro- 
grams weekly in an effort to stimu- 
late business. 

The management has its own 
version of the trouble, holding that 
business .is maintaining summer 
average and contending that the 
real trouble is rental costs, 
which are mounting to the danger 
point, according to exhibitors. 
Theatre men point out, that silent 
product used to absorb 20% of 
house overhead, while the talkers 
now represent 35% and are still go- 
ing up. 
' London Grosses 
Alhambra “Western Front” (U), 
in 4th week and will continue be- 
yond original booking of month, 
First week, $20,000; 2d' week, $18,000 
3d week, $15,000: Picture has prove 
a money getter for the house, which 
had not had a real winner since 
“Atlantic” (BL). Same _ picture 
playing Regal and averaging $20,000 
for its first three weeks. Excellent 
considering new local opposition in 
the form of Lido bathing in Hyde 
Park, which attracts 20,000 persons 
a night and the extension of the 
opening hours of the Zoological 
Gardens. 

Cariton “Paramount on Parade” 
(Par), 4th week, with the first three 
averaging around $16,000. Better 
than “Vagabond King.” Special 
streneth of the “Parade” draw is 
attributed to the presence | of 
Chevalier. 

Tivoli, New Gallery, Marble Arch 
and Capitol have practically gone 
into weekly change policy and their 
figures have no general significance. 


Spain’s Cooler Summers 
Affects Open-Air Shows 


Madrid, July 1. 


The temperature of Spain has 
greatly changed during the last few 
years, the summer is short in Ma- 
drid and Barcelona for open-air the- 
atres, such as the Jardines del Buen 
Retiro. There are two or three open- 
air cabarets in Rosales and the Hip- 
podrome, but their season is like- 
wise short and without importance. 
The freshness of the nights chases 
the public early, whereas in preced- 
ing years the outdoor season com- 
menced the end of May and con- 
tinued without interruption until the 
end of August. Now these theatres 
open the beginning of July and close 
about the middle of August with 
many cold nights preventing per- 
formances taking place. 


American Acts Set 
Paris, June 28. 

Stone and Vernon, American act, 
after playing Ostend and Berlin, re- 
turn to Paris in the new Josephine 
Baker revue, at the Casino de Paris 
in September. 

Carlos and Chita, adagio danc ys, 
originally slated for the show, with- 
drew to book at a higher figure in 
London for eight months in Coch- 
ran’s revue. 

King, King and King, sailing July 
2 on the George Washington from 
New York, open August 2 in Deau- 
ville. They play the Empire, Paris, 
Sept. 5 for two weeks following Al 
Jolson, thence to Hamburg and 
3erlin. 


REED AND LAVERE’S TOUR 


Paris, June 28. 
Reed and Lavere, after the Em- 
pire, Paris, are currently playing 
the Pittaluga circuit, opening in 
Naples July 9 at the Augusteum. 
After their Italian tour concludes 
in Milan, they play Paris Plage, 
France, before proceeding to Ger- 
many. Tour booked by Henry Car- 
son, Paris. 


IN PARIS 


Eugene Christal, 
William R. Hearst. 

John Philip Sousa, Alice A. Brady, 
Jane Cowl, John and Samuel Call, 
Don Philippini, Edgar J. Hansen, 
Mark Hanna, Beth Bari, Ben Mig- 
gins, Alexander Korba, George M. 
Miles, Dolores del Rio, Maria Ku- 
renko. 

Harry Warner, Roland F. 
drews, Walter H. Lippincott, 
Carrie Jacobs Bond, 


Marion Davies, 


En- 
Mrs. 


London, July 8. 
R. H. Gillespie, head of Mosg 
Empires, and George Black, head 
of General Theatres, were in con- 


ference over the idea of booking 
American acts jointly. 

Such a plan has been discussed 
in Variety several times from the 
angle that such a booking combina- 
tion would make it worth while for 
acts to come over in response to 
the lure of more weeks at a fair 
rate, and with the prospects of ex- 
tra dates if they made good. S 
The discussion reached only a 
preliminary stage. It already has 
become apparent that the Moss 
people will devote more houses to 
vaudeville next fall than for a long 
time, and are prepared to book 
American acts at salaries they re- 
gard as fair. : 


Egypt 


By Edward. Asswad 


Cairo, June 20. 
Egyptian-Made Film 
An Egyptian film entitled “The 
Sacrifice,” produced by Sowsan 


Films Co., directed by Mrs, Ihsan 


Sabry, was recently exhibited at 
Aleppo in Syria. 

Film industry in Algiers is in its 
infancy as in Egypt, but more pro- 
gressive steps are being taken 
there. Four films have been pro- 
duced by foreign firms which have 
local branches in that country, 
whereas in Egypt only two foreign 
films were made, one of which, 
“L'Eau du Nil” (water of the Nile), 
met great sucoess. 


Govt. Subsidizing Again 
The Fine Arts department's cut- 
ting off of subsidies to local thea- 
tres excited an intense revolution 
among the Egyptian and foreign 
theatregoers and show people, 
which revolution was likely to end 
into a definite closing of their es- 
tablishments. 
Foremost amongst the _ theatre 
owners, Yussef Bey ,Wahby’s com- 
plaint prophesied the country’s loss 
of its theatrical art unless the au- 
thorities renewed their former 
policy by subsidizing theatre. 
Conegliano, the proprietor of the 
Alhambra at Alexandria, and Dal- 
bagni of the Kursaal, Cairo, lodged 
complaints that their theatres 
would be closed if not helped by 
the government as in _ previous 
years. Conegliano is desirous. of 
converting his Alexandria theatre 
into a cinema. 

As a result of all these claims 
from every side, the government 
decided to grant subsidies to com- 
edy and vaudeville troupes alike. 

The kKursaal, Cairo, has just 
closed its international season with 
the departure of the Isaplio com- 
pany after two months, the longest 
run by any other troupe, drawing 
packed houses of Italian-speaking 
residents. 

Dalbagni promises for next sea- 
son another international policy. 


Kit Kat’s International Show 

The Kit Kat Club continues en- 
gaging international talent from 
Paris, London and New York. Lat- 
est attractions are Nadia Dauty, 
French diseuse; Sonia, acrobatic 
dancer; Sisters Stanley and Al, 
British instrumentausts, and Amor, 
French comic, who scored a big 
success last year at the same 
cabaret. 

The Kit Kat Club of Cairo emu- 
lates the other European night 
clubs and is situated, on Embabeh, 
on the banks of the Nile. 


$1,250 Gross for Abiad 

For the first time in Egypt, 2 
novel way of synchronizing im- 
portant parts in disks has been cre- 
ated by the Egyptian artist, George 
Abiad. With theatre business laps- 
ing, ‘he made four disks, waxing 
important roles he did on the stage. 

In recognition of his art, King 
Fuad gave him $1,000 and another 
erant of $250 was handed him by 
the prime minister, Mostafa Nahas 
Pasha, in appreciation of his talent. 


Wild Over Tauber 
Amsterdam, July 8. 
Richard Tauber, German opera 
star, made his first appearance in 
Amsterdam to the accompaniment 
of laudatory press notices. 
Public interest was mild, due to 
the high prices set for the engage- 


ment of “Land des Laechelns” 
(“Land of Laughter’), new Lehar 
work, 
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COMBINE 


: U. P. Pays Author $60,000 


For World’s Rights to 
New Post-War Novel 


Berlin, July 8. 

Erich Maria Remarque, author of 
“All Quiet On the Western Front,” 
has received $60,000 the 
United Press of New York for the 
world rights of his new novel. 

He has retired to a sea shore re- 
gort in Heringsdorf to complete the 
work. 

Story deals with the .post-war 
period in Germany, taking in the 
time of the Revolution that brought 
the Republic. 


English Stage Plays Are 
Well Liked in Australia 


Sydney, July 8. 
High class stage productions from 
London are finding a ready market 
here. 
‘“Williamson-Tait has just opened 
“Mr. Cinders” at Her Majesty’s, 
Sydney. In the cast are Elsie 


Prince, Hindle Edgar, Sonny Ray. 


Chaliapin, After 22 Years 


Buenos Aires, July 8. 
Feodor Chaliapin, Russian basso, 
arrived here yesterday (7) on his 
first visit in 22 years. 
He opened the Colon Opera house 
fn 1909. Plan is to stay here two 
months, singing four operas. ; 


British Equity Promised 
Support from Over Here 


London, July 8. 
A meeting of British Equity Fri- 
@ay (4) drew 1,000 players with 


some of the most prominent names 
on the English stage present. 

The meeting gave support to the 
suggestion that British Equity es- 
tablish the principle of the closed 
(legit) shop here. 

John Emerson promised to obtain 
complete co-operation between 
American and English Equity on 
the subject of imported actors. 

British Equity was formed six 
months ago and now has 1,500 mem- 
bers enrolled. The English organi- 
zation has linked itself with other 
trade unions in the Entertainment 
Industries Federation, 

Cabled reports of an actors’ meet- 
fing in London and the forming of 
an organization similar to Equity, 
was a surprise at Equity’s head- 
quarters, in New York, it was 
stated. Equity has affiliations in 
London but has no idea of attempting 
® branch there, nor would its con- 
@titution permit such a move. 

Attention was drawn to the 
British session because of addresses 
by John Emerson and Ethel Barry- 
more. Neither officially represents 
Equity. Emerson was the power in 
Equity when it won the strike of 
1919 and again in 1924. He is now 
president emeritus, however. Miss 
Barrymore was first vice-president 
for years, but was not renominated 
this May and is no longer an 
officer, 

There are two English associa- 
tions of legit actors, the Actors 
Guild and the British Actors Asso- 
ciation, the latter struggling for 
some time. Attempts to combine 
them have not been successful, with 
the Guild leaning away from a labor 
union tie-up. 

Emerson has made addresses to 
the British actors on almost every 
visit abroad. No report was made 
to Equity of last week’s London 
meeting. 


“Wings” on Tour 
London, July 8. 
“Silver Wings” closes July 12 at 
the Domina*ion and goes on tour. 
Will play the Moss Empires tour 
with Harry Nelchman only member 
of original cast. Max Wall plays 
the Lupino Lane role. 


+ 


SHERMAN GIVEN $200 
DAMAGES VS. LARTIGUE 


Paris, July 8. 
The more or less notorious suit 
between Hal Sherman, the American 
dancer-comedian who made a big 


hit here before, and Henry Lartigue, 
the agent, after being considerably 
drawn out, has culminated in a $200 
damage award against Lartigue. 
The agent, a native Frenchman, was 
found by the French courts to have 
claimed commissions from Sherman 
illegally and to have unjustly at- 
tached him for non-payment thereof. 

The bitterness between Sherman, 
a William Morris act, sent over for 
bookings by Lartigue (the Morris 
agency’s French representative) was 
well-known at the time. 

Sherman resented his treatment 
by Lartigue and on his return to 
Europe for continental bookings a 
few weeks ago he went over to the 
Henry Carson agency, although Wil- 
liam Morris still represents the ec- 
centric dancer in America, as be- 
fore, 


Patricola Quietly Steals 
Show 2d to Miss Fields 


Lor.dun, July 8. 
The hit of the Palladium bill yes- 
terday was not on the programed 


bill, but came as an inpromptu in- 
cident in the audience, After fin- 
nishing her regular turn, Gracie 
Fields saw Sophie Tucker in the 
auditorium and called the attention 
of the crowd,to the presence of the 
red-hot mama. 

Audience cheered. Miss Fields 
added an announcement that Soph’s 
escort was Jack Yellen, author of 
“Happy Days,” and the customers 
insisted that Soph sing the number. 
She couldn’t remember the words, 
but sang the song anyway, finish- 
ing with a dance step in the aisle 
and a hug for Yellen. 

Also on the bill was Patricola, 
unheralded and without headline 
billing, who nevertheless got the re- 
ception of the evening, aside from 
Miss Fields. 

House capacity in spite of the 
heat. 


Stage Cast in Film 


London, July 8. 

Leslie Henson and the cast of “A 
Warm Corner,” current at Prince’s, 
have been signed by Burlington 
Films to make a talker version of 
the play, beginning July 21. 

Victor Saville will direct. Bur- 
lington isea subsidiary of British In- 
ternational. 


Sir Conan Doyle Dead 


London, July 8. 

Sir Conan Doyle, 71, died in Lon- 
don yesterday (7). 

The creator of Sherlock Holmes 
devoted the last years of his life to 
psychic research. 

Best known for his literary works, 
Sir Conan had been a physician be- 
fore he turned to letters. 


M-G-M’s Belgian Rep. 
Paris, July 8. 

Gaston Trussart, formerly in 
charge of the Belgian territory for 
Metro, returns to the Metro fold 
to resume administrative manage- 
ment of Belgium with headquarters 
in Brussels. 

Trussart left the firm to go with 
Tiffany which in the meantime re- 
organized its continental represen- 
tation. 


Rosa Opera’s Brief Run 
London, July 8. 

The Carl Rosa season of opera 
repertory opened at the Strand July 
4 to a generous welcome. First per- 
formance was chiefly notable, for a 
vigorous interpretation of the Car- 
men role by Olive Gilbert. 

The experimental production was 
scarcely adequate in staging, but 
the venture looks like a few weeks, 
supported mainly by suburban pat- 
ronage. 


GRAND OPERAS 
ARE NOW TIED 


State Operas of Austria, 
Prussia, Bavaria and Sax- 
ony Reach Common 
Agreement to Prevent 
Any Other Country Film- 
ing Operatic Product—In 
Two National Groups 


FEAR U. S. TALKERS 


Vienna, July 8. 
German and Austrian opera in- 
terests, smarting under the stagger- 
ing blows it has suffered from the 
invasion of American sound pic- 


tures, is ready to deliver an upper 
cut to Hollywood by means of an 
agreement, jus€ announced, for an 
offensive and defensive alliance be- 
tween German and Austrian opera 
people with reference to taikers. 

The new agreement, signed and 
sealed, is between the Vienna State 
Opera and the State theatres of 
Prussia, Bavaria and Saxony. The 
announced terms of the deal make 
it plain that these interests are 
going to make their own opera films 
in co-operation. 

They will also do their best to 
prevent anybody else from making 
that kind of product. 

Not only will the world’s visible 
supply of operas—which means 
about 100 works—be strictly allo- 
cated to the two national groups 
mentioned, but they will do their 
level best. to prevent the stars they 
control from making opera pictures 
for any outside producers, 

The new agreement is the direct 
outcome of the recent purchase by 
the Prussian State Theatre in co- 
operation with Max Reinhardt of 
the majority shares in a German 
sound film concern, and of the ne- 
gotiations which the Vienna Opera 
recently inaugurated with the Aus- 
trian Selenophone Co. for the pro- 
duction of film operas here. 

While no detailed production 
schedule has been made public, it is 
known that the Vienna interests 
will start off with “Der Rosenkava- 
lier” under the personal supervision 
of its composer, Richard Strauss. 
It is probable that there will follow 
a series of Mozart operas and some 
Italian standard works. 

It is intimated that all the works 
of Wagner will be left to the Ger- 
man group to develop. 


STRAUSS’ NEW OPERETTA 
Berlin, July 8. 
Richard Strauss’ latest operetta, 
“Arabella,” will have its premiere 
this fall. Strauss, who is staying in 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, has au- 
thorized Franz Werfel to undertake 
certain change of the libretto of 
the poem “Arabella,” by the late 
poet, Hugo von Hofmannsthal. 


Desiree Ellinger’s Date 
London, July 8. 
Desiree Ellinger opens at the Col- 
iseum July 14 for a fortnight. 
She has been approached for the 
leading role in Stanley Lupino’s 


and lLaddie Cliff’s production, 
“Frederick,” the new Franz Lehar 
operetta. 


Joseph Hislop is already engaged 
for the piece which probably will 
come into the Palace here. 


Orchestra Held Over 
London, July 8. 
Harold Kemp and _ Orchestra 
opened July 4 at the Plaza, doubling 
from the Cafe de Paris where the 
aggregation is held over three more 
weeks. 


Bordoni at Cafe 
London, July 8. 
Irene Bordoni and Eddie Mayo 
open at the Kit Kat club here July 
14, 


3 Adams Sisters 


Last week’s “Variety” re- 
ported by cable a substantial 
hit made by the Three Adams 
Sisters, American, in Cape- 
town. A note on the cable did 
not immediately identify them. 

The Adams Sisters appeared 
over here in the presentation 
houses before. proceeding to 
Europe where they also were 
successful. In January last, 
while the girls were abroad, 
they advertised in “Variety” of 
the South African engagement. 


BUT 4 LONG-RUN PLAYS 
LEFT IN LONDON 


London, June 28, 

Analysis of West End shows now 
running reveals that in another fort- 
night there will only be three plays 
in lights which have held since last 
year. Fourth, “The Middle Watch,” 
after 11 months at the Shaftesbury, 
closes July 12. 

Three longest runs are “First Mrs. 
Fraser,” which started at the Hay- 
market July 2 last year and is still 
near the capacity mark; “Bitter 
Sweet,” which opened at H{s Majes- 
ty‘s July 18 last year and is still 
very hot, and “A Warm Corner,” 
coming in at the Princes last De- 
cember, which, after fading some, 
strengthened at the b.o. when Les- 
lie Henson, who produced it, entered 
the cast. 

Runners-up for the long runs are 
“The Man ,in Pocsession” at the 
Ambassadors and “Almost a Honey- 
moon,” Garrick. 

Cochran’s 1930 revue and Wallace’ 's 
“On the Spot,” which opened around 
the same date—end of March—are 
away on top of the money class. 

Going Out 

Longest holder amgng revivals is 
the ever-popular “Beggar’s Opera” 
at Hammersmith, which started May 
18 and is still fair. 

None of the other revivals look 
at all strong. 

Shows due out include “Othello” 
(Savoy), “The Last Chapter” (New), 
“Hamlet” (Queens), “Blue Coast” 
(Everyman), and “Plough and the 
Stars” (Duchess). 

Many of the others look good for 
a few weeks at most. 


Par’s British De Luxers 


(Continued from page 6) 


Wertheimer complete authority to 
locate suitable theatre sites for 
them providing he first is okeyed by 
Par regarding suitability thereof 
and cost of construction. 

As part of Wertheimer’s general 
mission is the sale of the Prince 
of Wales site for which the Shu- 
berts in conjunction with Joseph 
M. Schenck for U. A., have put in 
a bid with the strong likelihood 
boih will secure it jointly for the 
erection of a massive legit theatre 
and a de luxe picture house. Site 
is big enough for both theatres and 
also for sumptuous business office 
above. 

This deal does not debar Schenck 
from the purchase of the Buchanan 
theatre in conjunction with the Gib- 
bons Bentley group as the latter 
will be ready in October whereas 
the joint Schenck-Shuberts’ ven- 
ture for the Prince of Wales’ site 
will require from two to three years 
to demolish and erect. 


“DESIRE” CLEANED UP 


London, July 8. 

“Desire,” translation of a Sacha 
Guitry comedy, with all its daring 
impropriety modified from the Paris 
original, was produced at the New 
theatre last week (2). Piece has 
an engaging quality of subtle hu- 
mor, but it looks extremely unlikely 
for London. 

If it fails it will be the second 
bust for Owen Nares in the same 
house within a month. 


Downey in London 
London, July 8. 
Morton Downey opens July 28 at 
the Kitcat for a fortnight, then goes 
to Deauville and Ostend. 


Near-Panic when Heavy 
Sea Hit ‘Ile de France’; 
Shapiro Averted Panic 


Paris, July 8. 

It became known a few days after ae. ee 
the “Ile de France” docked at Havre 
on her last trip that a heavy sea had 
nearly brought about a panic on Ee 
board during the ship’s concert on te See 
the Sunday before landing. The = 
panic was averted by Ted Shapiro, 
who was at the piano at the time i : 
and continued playing. 

The sea was rough when a terrific 
wave suddenly hit the boat. It up- 
set everybody and everything, toss- 
ing the furniture about and leaving 
the boat listing. During this excite- 
ment Shapiro kept on at the piano. 
His calmness soothed the passen- 
gers, several of whom were slightly be as 
hurt. 

Ted Shapiro is the accompanist es 
for Sophie Tucker, who also was on 2 
board. Several other show people 
were also passengers. 


JULY 4 SHOWMANSHIP 


Paris Goes 100% U. S. A. to Lure 
Meagre Tourist Trade 


Paris, July 8. 

The Fourth of July was the oc- 
casion for every type of amusement 
ballyhooing patriotically for the 
purpose of catering to the relatively 
few American tourists here. 

The Chateau Madrid, fashionable 
Bois-du-Boilogne roadhouse, went 
100% U. S. A., engaging the Para- 
mount theatre’s Tillerettes and 
draping them in American flags for 
a rah-rah revue. The Tillerettes 
are chiefly British gals, 


Quintet Not at Col. 


London, July 8. 

The Norman Thomas Quintet, 
booked for the Cofiseum here this 4 
week, postponed, due to its French 3 
agent cabling to open at the Deau- 
ville casino a week ahead of the 
original date. 

Thomas group also plays the % 
Empire, Paris, Ostend and Geneva 
and returns to London in Septem- 
ber opening at the Coliseum. 


HOLLAND’S HEAT PARADOX 


The Hague, July 8. 
Local national heat wave com- 

pletely K. O.’d all forms of show . 
business (legit, pictures and every- 3 
thing), with the sole paradoxical ; 
exception of the new “Stapper Re- 
vue” which premiered to a capacity 
house, It opened well. : 


MARC CONNOLLY’S REASON 


Berlin, July 8. 

Mare Connolly, author of “Green 
Pastures,” says that his tour of the 5 
castles at Potsdam, outside of here, # 
is for biclogical reasons and not ® 
just plain tourism. 

Says he will use that as the back- ' 
ground of his next play. 


Nap de la Mar Dies at 51 
The Hague, July 8. i" 

Nap de la Mar, 51, Dutch come- 
dian, and at one time probably the 
most popular cabaret star in the 
Netherlands, died here. 

After achieving a leading position 
in the specialty fleld, he went into 
the legit, where he likewise won 
success. 


In Cairo Cabarets 
Cairo, July 8. 

New attractions at the Kit Cat 
club include the Spanish dancers, 
Morenita Sisters. 
Pavilion Bleu, Alexandria has a <" 
new show, with Yetta, Rosina and 
Emery, Belgian stars, in it. 


Geo. Tully Dies 


London, July 8. 
George Tully, 54, popular actor, 
died in London July 2, after three 
days of illness, 
Tully was taken ill June 28 while @ 
playing in “The Way to Treat 2a 
Woman” at the Duke of York’s 


theatre, 
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PETERS REP FOR 
AUDITORIUMS 


.Rollo Peters is organizing a rep 
troupe for next season to play civic 
auditoriums, colleges and _ other 
non-theatrical spots. Work of 
lining up cast, plays and dates is 
now in progress with an early Oc- 


tober opening planned. 

Peters, a B’way leading man, is 
also a production designer and 
stage director. He will be able to 
supervise the entire project. 

From reports, Peters was urged 
to embark upon the effort by Wil- 
liam Gillette and.others who be- 
lieve that the real “cream” of the 
road now lies outside the theatres, 
in the auditoriums with enormous 
capacities or the college halls 
where English classes or other de- 
partments will put up subscription 
guarantees. 

Plays of “the better sort” are 
contemplated, with perhaps a.sam- 
ple or two from the classics. 


City of San Antonio in 


Show Biz; Now Operating 
3 Theatrical Enterprises 


San Antonio, July 8. 

San Antonio Civic Opera Co. 
grossed $1,400 on single perform- 
ance of “Yoemen of the Guard” in 
Brackenridge Park open air theatre. 
“Bohemian Girl’ scheduled for July 
15, when theatre will be officially 
dedicated. Group of St. Louis muni- 
cipal opera patrons are scheduled 
to attend. 

City claims only open air theatre 
south of St. Louis outside of Holiy- 
wood. Stage unit of theatre, all to 

Spe completed this season, cost $10,- 
000. City now operates auditorium 
seating 6,500. San Pedro little the- 
atre built at cost of $103,000 and 
seating 750 and open air theatre. 


“Red Love” for Cash Only 


The actors of “Red Love,” pro- 
duced by Sussanoff Productions, and 
now in rehearsal, were called out 
by Equity Monday for non-payment 
of the Equity bond by the producer. 

A cash bond has been promised by 
today (9), in which case the actors 
will resume rehearsals. 


Rushing All-Girl Shows 


Two all femme cast shows are be- 
ing readied to bow into New York. 
They are “Ladies All,” which Shu- 
berts acquired abroad and will pro- 
duce here, and “Beautiful Evening,” 
which Crosby Gaige will produce. 

Gaige had “Beautiful Evening” on 
past season’s production schedule, 
but held in abeyance through cast- 
ing difficulties but will now rush 
production into rehearsal in order 
to beat the Shubert production in. 


Italian Plays for Broadway 


my Mme. Berta Cutti, official repre- 
sentative of the Society of Italian 


Authors, who brought a number of 


plays to New York, including 
“Death Takes a Holiday,” and sold 
them for Broadway production, 


sailed on the Augustus last night 
(Tuesday) for Italy. She will be 
there about three months when she 
will return here with a new batch 
of plays. 

She has completed negotiations 
with Alberto Casella for a new play 
which will have its first presenta- 
tion on any stage in-America in 
the fall. 


Stamford Stock 


ford, Conn., relights next week for 
an eight week season of summer 
direction of Edith 
Wakefield Hartley. “Let Us Be 
Gay” is the opener. 

Company includes Beatrice Hen- 
dricks, Gavin Muir, Alden Chase 
Cecil Clovelly, John Buckler, Betty 
Boyce and others. 


Ruth Gordon West 


Ruth Gordon, of legit, has gone 
6 the Coast for the summer. 
She will be a guest of 

Tayes in Hollywood, 


Helen 


4 Weeks for $25! 


Cast of “Find the Fox” which 
folded two weeks ago day after 
opening performance was paid off 
by bond posted at Equity with 
players receiving $25 each which 
was the minimum salary arrange- 
ment covered by bond. 

Show renearsea rour weeks and 
played one night with a cast of 13 
players, 


EARLY CHECK ON LEGIT 
LISTS 40 NEW PLAYS 


Legit productions announced or 
anticipated for the coming season 


Inside 


Floyd Buckley, legit agent with Collins and Adams, is about the only 
person in the theatrical industry to take the short pants fad seriously. 

Buckley has been parading around in shorts exposing his hairy limbs 
for two weeks and sticks to them both night and day. Makes all business 
calls in them and says that he would not discard them for the wor ld. 
They are too comfortable. 


The Woodstock playhouse located in the country outside of Kingston, 
N. Y., will present “The Decent Thing” this week. It is a new play by 
David Wallace. 

The Woodstock establishment is a 250-acre estate, promoted by 
David Reasner, landscape artist. Aside from the summer stock, it is 
an art colony. The theatre is a converted barn. 


Efforts are afoot by the legal dep’t of Equity to obtain the names of 
as many witnesses as possible of the taxi accident May 13 which re- 
sulted in the death of Marjorie Ralph (Mrs. Robert Lee Allen). Mrs. 
Allen was struck by a taxi going south on 6th aveune at 43d street 
shortly before noon. At first Mrs. Allen was believed to be but slightly 
injured, later she died, with the accident blamed for her death. 

Mrs. Allen was a member of Equity. 


tion with the Erlanger offices, three; 
Crosby-Gaige, three; Herman Shum- 
lin, two; Ziegfeld, one; Connelly & 
Swanstrom, one; Arthur Hammer- 
stein, one; Bela Blau, three; Her- 
man Gansevort, two; Sam Earris, 
two; Jed Harris, two (also plans to 
re-open “Uncle Vanya” with Lillian 
Gish in the stellar role again); 
Paul Streger, two; E. Ray Goetz, 
one (with Warners again backing 
him). 

This not including the plans of 
A. H. Woods, Archie or Edgar Sel- 
wyn, George M. Cohan (who has 
one in- rehearsal now), or the 
Shuberts, who may do as many as 
10 and are now preparing their 
latest show “Ladies All’ which will 
feature Walter Woolf. 

Usual avalanche of shoestrings 
and outsiders not known. 


Stagehands’ Half-Day Off 
To Give Substitutes Work 
Over Summer Depression 


With approximately one-third of 
its membership unemployed, New 
York’s stage hand union (local No. 
1) has devised a schedule whereby 
those not having jobs will be en- 
abled to earn about half their usual 
wages. The union has asked each 
working stage fland to lay off a half 
day once each week, with a fellow 
unionist taking the kind for that 
time. 

There are between 500 ‘and 600 
backstage men out of jobs, as the 
result of most of the legitimate the- 
atres being dark. These men, by 
taking jobs on the half-day layoff 
system are expected to get between 
$35 to $40 weekly, being shifted 
about regardless of whether it be a 
legit, vaudeville or picture house. 
The backstage crews “in the im- 
portant Broadway theatres of all 
classes now operating in the num- 
ber of men used are: 40, Roxy; 20, 


Paramount; 20, Capitol; 40, New 
Amsterdam; 30, Imperial; 30, Ma- 
jestic; 30, 44th Street; 20, Guild; 
20, Shubert; 11, Palace. There are 
about. 1,800 stage hands in the 
union. 


Manhattan Only 


The idea of sharing jobs with the 
non-working members applies only 
to Manhattan so far as is known. 
The. Brooklyn union is not con- 
cerned. Further to aid the unem- 
ployed in Number One, regular 
working members are taxed $2 
weekly to form a fund for the aid 
of the less fortunate members. The 
order applies for July and August. 

The stage hands leaders are re- 
ported having formulated a new 
working scale for next season. The 
demands will be placed before the 
labor board, acting for the man- 
agers, next week. 


Yiddish Change Uptown 


Nathan and Rose Goldberg have 
relinquished the Prospect, Yiddish 
legit house, with Michal Michalesko 
taking it over for next season un- 
der the same policy. 

Michalesko brings with him Alex- 
ander Olshanetsky, of the National, 
downtown, as musical director. Mor- 
ris Heine will be general manager 
and Jack Bedasz house manager. 
Michalesko opens Sept. 15. 


Thelma White’s Notice 
Thelma White, of “Vanities,” has 
handed in her notice to Earl Car- 
roll and quits the show in two 
weeks. 

She is reported to have burned 
when Carroll cut out her specialty 
number, which was a buck dance. 


oe While appearing in Schwab & 

will divide about a& ofllows: Mandel's. “New Moon,” Chicago, 
Arthur Hopkins, three new pro-| Ashton Stevens said: “A great 
ductions; Lew Gensler, in associa- | comedian is Roscoe Ails. Take it 


from one who has suffered years 
of bad comedians in otherwise good 
operettas. Ails is never found ail- 
ing with a fever to get himself 
laughed at.” 

Now vacationing Artists Isle, Ohio. 


ROSCOE AILS 


Direction: LOUIS SHURR 


‘Last Mile’ Will Not Be 
Roadshowed Because of 
The Cement Base for Set 


Proposed duplicate companies of 
“The Last Mile’ for next season 
have been called off because of it 
being found impractical to road- 
show the piece on account of mas- 
ive set and other mechanical re- 
quirements. 

The show requires solid set built 
into concrete foundation because of 
the bombarding and vibration of ex- 
plosives employed in the prison 
break scene, which has convinced 
the producer that the expense out- 
lay to equip the duplicates properly 
would be too much of a hazard with 
the road as bad as it is now. 
Original company current at the 
Harris, New York, will be sent out 
after the New York run, but will 
only be spotted in key cities. 


46th St. Back to Shuberts 


Chanin’s 46th Street, under lease 
to Schwab & Mandel for the past 
two or three years, reverts to the 
Shuberts Aug. 1. Lease terminates 
at that time. House relighted 
Tuesday with musical “Who Cares.” 


n 


Schwab & Mandel will retain 
their offices indefinitely. Mandel is 
at present in Hollywood. Legit 


plans still not set, picture plans 
also pending. 


Hoboken as It Was 


Dramatic stock will relight Old 
Rialto, Hoboken, N. J. next month 
with J. J. Leventhal operating. 
Rialto was formerly held by Cleon 
Throckmorton and Christopher 
Morley, whose lease expired and 
house has reverted back to Leven- 
thal, owner and original operator. 


Bayard Veiller Producing? 
A stock troupe has taken an eight 
week lease on the Stamford Play- 
house, Stamford, Conn., and open 
with their first play, “Let Us Be 
Gay,” July 14. 

Bayard Veiller, the author, is 
said to be behind the troupe. 
Featured amongst the cast will 
be Beatrice Hendrick, Alden Chase 
and Mrs. Wakeman Hartley. 
Troupe will also try out some new 
plays. They are now attempting 
to work up subscriptions for the 
troupe, 


RE-STOCKING HONOLULU 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Richard Wilbur hag postponed 
his dramatic tour of the Orient un- 
til spring, and is lining up people 
here to resume stock at the Lib- 
erty theatre in Honolulu early in 
October. 

He plans to take his troupe over 
about Sept. 15, and jump the second 
half of the Pacific next March, 


“Kosher Americans” Play 
William J..Pearlman is adapting 
“Kosher Americans” for production 
next season by the Shuberts. 
Pearlman authored “We Ameri- 
cans,” produced season before last. 


a fast one over on the local hotel, 


pal’s bill. 


thing bigger. 
season shows! 
is looking for talent and the agents 


“Say, listen,” says an agent, 


girls. 
“Ah-ha, no. 
ing from the agent could help. 


the agent had located themr 
used a new cat in his piano bit. 
out the night before. 
loudly meowing. 


that wasn’t true. 


Among the early bird producers is the girls’ former show boss. 


“I've got the swelle 
you ever saw. How about giving them an audition’” 

Producer's ‘rep figures okay and without knowing identity of the 
So the agent trips to the girls to find out. 

We can’t give an audition for that guy.” 


When the show opened he traipsed over and sits down front. 
up on the first chorus bit he beheld his sister team in the front line. 
girls had signed a return ticket for the line with their old boss before 


A nimble footed, fast talking tegit promoter, who hung up a neat little 
fiasco on the Coast recently, is still doing his stuff. Jammed up a dozen 
different ways, he’s been keeping under cover. 
suburban town near Los Angeles, the promoter, working with a pal, put 


Last week, while in a 


The pal registered under an assumed name and when ready to check 
out told the hotel he was waiting for some dough to come through from 
New York. Meanwhile the promoter arrived and volunteered to pay his 

He wrote out a check for $150, getting back the difference 
in cash. Hotel soon discovered the check was a wvanuee and is now 
looking for both the promoter and his pal. 


Like other shantan these two were anixous to get out and do some- 
The season shut and the kids after some weeks of 
rehearsal landed in a Bréadway cafe as a sister team. 


Comes the pre- 
Guy 


are helping. 
st little sister team 


And no coax- 


Looking 
The 


Opening night of “Vanities” at the New Amsterdam, Herb Williams 
The pussy he used for five years walked 
New cat wouldn’t come out, frightened. Williams 
pulled its taid and it jumped to an aisle and escaped into 42d street 


Somebody telephoned the cops that Herb had been cruel to kitty but 
Got a new cat next day. 


All members of the legit casters association have signed the amended 
form of permits issued by Equity last week. The William Morris office 
is not a member of the casters association. 

With the casters under Equity rules and arbitration of differences, 
the new system will be under test and trial for a year. 


“Semi-Professional” Mgr. 
Has Arithmetic Problem 


Los Angeles, July 8. 
Robert W. Major, dramatic in- 
structor and semi-professional pro- 
ducer, has turned over to a referee 
in bankruptcy the problem of meet- 


ing $23,246 obligations with a life 
insurante policy, personal property 
worth $300, and 100 shares in the 
Major School of Acting, valued at 
$100. 

Salaries unpaid include $200 for 
Blanche Sweet, apparently dating 
from a production of “Cherchez la 
Femme” at the Beaux Arts theatre 
in Los Angeles last year. 

Major recently announced he was 
changing the name of the Beaux 
Arts theatre to the Talking Picture 
Play Market and would produce new 
scripts anonymously to give un- 
known and experienced writers the 
same break. He added that he got 
the idea in Long Beach, discovering 
that royalties on standard plays dis- 
sipated his profits. 


Two Booking Switches 


Although announced to reopen at 
the Morosco July 14, “Young Sin- 
ners” will not resume until Aug .4, 
at that time starting the new sea- 
son. Show playing a seashore date 
which ends Saturday, with a three- 
week lay-off following. 

‘Topaze,” slated to resume at the 
Music Box Aug. 4, will reopen at the 
Barrymore instead. Switch follows 
advice to the Shubert office that the 
Music Box would be required for 
“Once in a Lifetime” by Sept. 22, 
Latter is Sam H. Harris’ first pro- 
duction of the new season. 


Al Woods’ Early Start 


A. H. Woods’ first production for 
the new season will start rehearsals 
next week. It is a drama by Owen 
Davis and at present is known as 
“The Ninth Guest.” 

Was also called “The Penthouse 


Murder,” “Friday, the Thirteenth,” 
and other names, 


GUARANTEES BLOCK 
AUDITORIUM SCHEME 


Dallas, July 8. 


A municipal auditorium circuit 
covering the Southwest is apparent 
outgrowth of the recent national 
movement to systematize the grow- 
ing auditorium chain. 

Newly proposed wheel will ine 
clude Memphis, Dallas, Houston, 
San Antonio, Beaumont, Nashville, 
Chattanooga, Wichita Falls, Shreve- 
port, Little Rock, Tulsa and Wichita, 
with Memphis as sort of key and 
booking center. 

Charles A. McGilvary, Memphis 
auditorium manager, is taking the 
lead and is now in New York lining 
up possible shows. With most of 
towns unwilling to meet $3,000 to 
$4,000 guarantee per show, McGil« 
vary tried the subscription plan to 
underwrite Memphis. attractions, 
Idea is to sell about 2,000 advance 
ducats at $2.50 and $3, getting a 
basic b. o. of five to $6,000 for each 
show. Similar plan was exploited 
in Dallas for civic concert course 
McGilvary ade 
mits his proposish ‘is extremely ame 
bitious, but claims he has signed 
.300 Memphis big shots to push the 
campaign. The idea will probably 
be experimented in other towns of 
the proposed circuit. 

So far the project is merely an 
idea, with most auditorium mane 
agers waiting to see what the road 
shows will demand before attempt= 
ing to gather the cash, All in 
favor of the chain, but all hollering 
about excessive guarantees. 


Duffy’s Last Tie 
Hollywood, July 8. 
Henry Duffy’s name has been 
dropped from the lobby of the El 
Capitan here, now operated by C. E. 
Toberman, owner of the theatre. 
Duffy’s name appears in ads as 
supervisor of productions, this be- 
ing his last remaining present con- 
nection with show business on the 
coast. 
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Littl Real Line on Ticket Plan: 
Brokers Escape Last Summer's Grief 


The first week under the New 
York Theatre League ticket rules as 
applied to “Vanities,” at the New 
Amsterdam, was pro and con. The 
League would not officially com- 
ment, but pointed out that heavy 
gales were made direct by the the- 
atre box office, which on Saturday 
handled $6,800 worth of tickets 
alone. 

The initial week, with the Fourth 
of July falling on Friday and ac- 
counting for an exodus of 2,009,000 
people from New York, was claimed 
not to be a fair test. Many visitors 
filled the Broadway breach over ‘the 
holiday, and it was noticed that 
many customers at the “Vanities” 
were plainly out of towners. 

From an agency angle the brok- 
ers were well satisfied, since the 
first two weeks of July are noto- 
riously the worst of the simmer. 
Last year at this time there were 
six “buy-outs” and the agencies 
had to “eat” plenty of tickets. They 
are inclined to laugh at escaping 
that this year, when only two buys 
are current (“The Green Pastures” 
and “Flying High”), both being 
outside the League. Tickets for the 
Jatter were dumped into cut rates 
last week and early this week. 

Some Miss Buys 

Aside from “Vanities,” the Shu- 
berts have been affected more 
through tossing out buys than the 
other managers. Both “Lysistrata” 
and “Artists and Models” would 
have been supported by agency 
buys otherwise and both slipped 
downward last week. Earl Carroll 
seemed for the League idea at first 
and then complained that his “Van- 
ities” had not gotten a break. 

With regular agency customers 
out of town, sales were not good 
despite the newness of the Carroll 
revue (opened last week). Friday 
and Saturday the Amsterdam cailed 


(Continued, on page 54) 


ERLANGER HOUSE, L. A., 
FOR R-K-0 PLAY-FILMS? 


Los Angeles, July 8. 

It’s reported Wm. LeBaron of 
Radio Pictures may arrange to take 
over one of the Erlanger legit thea- 
tres here, in the fall. 

Radio’s scheme is to produce stage 
Plays and adapt them for pictures 
if voted suitable. 

Name of house not disclosed. Be- 
lieved to be Mason. Erlanger also 
has Biltmore. 


READE SUING BARON 


Wants Accounting in R-K-O Hip, 
Cleveland, Deal 

Walter Reade has sued Saul J. 
Baron, lawyer and temporary ad- 
ministrator of the Abraham L. Er- 
langer estate, for an accounting of 
money received from Radio-Keith- 
Orpheum for stock of the Cleve- 
land Hippodrome theatre, which 
Reade claims he owned, and has 
also named R-R-O as a defendant. 
In connection with the suit, Reade 
applied Monday to compel Baron to 
testify before trial concerning an 
agreement for the sale of the Cleve- 
land Hippodrome stock, the dispo- 
sition of the money received by 
Baron from R-K-O for the stock, 
and Baron’s alleged failure to ac- 
count to the plaintiff. Baron has 
filed a general denial. 

The complaint alleges that in 1919 
the Hippodrome Building Co. of 
Cleveland leased to Reade its thea- 
tre there for 10 years from July, 
1922, and he then assigned the lease 
to the Cleveland Hippodrome The- 
atre Co., a corporation organized 
with 250 shares of stock, of which 
Reade got 62% shares for assigning 
his lease. Reade said that the stock 
Was delivered to Baron, whom he 
trusted, as his attorney. 

Reade alleges that Baron sold the 
stock to R-K-O, which knew that 
Reade was the owner, and that pay- 
ments had been made to Baron, but 
he has refused to account to 
Reade. 

R-K-O has filed an answer al- 
leging that on June 15, 1929, a con- 
tract was made between it and 
Baron by which it agreed to pay 
$200,000 for 125 shares of stock in 
the Cleveland. Hippodrome Theatre 
Corp., of which $50,000 was paid 
down and the balance is represented 
by notes payable in one, two and 
three years. 


“Vanities” Dirtiest Bit 
Toned Down when Man 
Ducks Undersea Illusion 


Earl ‘Carroll had toned down by 
Saturday the most daring number 
in “Vanities” which opened at the 
Amsterdam, New York, earlier last 
week. The modified scene is the 
undersea ballet performed by seven 
girls and one man, all the next thing 
to being nude. 


The principals are billed as Mil- 
dred and Maurice, whose posturing 
as lovers was beyond stage limit or 


license. The man was eliminated 
which removed the objectionable 
feature. 


The undersea scene with the 
sirens apparently gyrating at the 
bottom of the sea is an illusion. 
The audience sees the ballet through 
what might be the sloping side of 
a big aquarium starting ,about 10 
feet above the stage. Actually the 
performers are in action on revolv- 
ing disks upon the stage itself, the 
whole being reflected through mir- 
rors. Said to be an imported idea 
and virtually same effect as in the 
Shuberts “Artists and Models,” cur- 
rent. 
“Hittin’ the Bottle’ remains the 
big ensemble number of “Vanities.” 
No toning down reported, but in re- 
hearsal it was even hotter. 


Belmont Theatre, N. Y., 
In Mtge. Foreclosure 


A suit to foreclose mortages on 
the Belmont theatre, 121-125 West 
48th street, was filed in the N. Y. 
Supreme Court by the Donco Co., 
Inc., against the Belmont Theatre 
Corp. and Richard G. Herndon. 

Complaint alleges that mortages 
of $18,000 on Feb. 7, $3,750 on May 
21, and $8,000 June 10, were made 
with the provision that they were 
to become due if any instalment of 
rent were unpaid. Plaintiff says 
that the theatre failed to pay $833 
rent due June 15. 

The complaint asks that the thea- 
tre be sold upon the foreclosure of 
the mortages. 


All-Feminine Cast 


Claiborne Foster will head cast 
of “A Wonderful Evening,” all fem- 
me cast play which Crosby Gaige 


will produce next month. Now 
casting and due for rehearsal in 
two weeks. 


Helen Hayes was formerly set for 
the assignment but instead will be 
in a new play next season for Jed 
Harris. 


Stock Producer as 
Col’s Film Director 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Another veteran legit figure goes 
pictures with Columbia engaging 
Stuart Walker, operator of dramatic 
stocks in Cincinnati and Indianap- 
olis for years, 

Walker will direct, with his first 
assignment.to be made very shortly. 


Gerald McKinney Divorced 
Spokane, July 8. 

Gerald L. McKinney, an actor 
formerly with the Maylon Players 
here and known in eastern vaude- 
ville, was divorced by Marvel L. Mc- 
Kinney, non-professional, in su- 
perior court today. 

Mrs. McKinney charged non-sup- 
port, stating that her husband 
claimed he would not work at any- 
thing other than his profession and 
no theatrical engagements could be 
cbiained. 

She also accused him of drinking 
to excess. There are no children. 


O’Connor Paid Off 
Edward Hayden O’Connor, former 
p.a. for “Stepping Sisters,” settled 
with Albert Bannister, producer for | 
$200 in outside settlement and with- 
drawing suit for $345 back salary. | 


“Piecmg” a Show 


A three-way split of the forth- 
coming Erlanger-Gordon re- 
vue has the Erlanger office in 
for 50%, Max Gordon for 35% 
and Walter Batchellor, 15%. 

Erlanger and Gordon’s share 
represent money invested. Bat- 
chellor got his piece through 
booking nearly the entire writ- 
ing and acting staff of the first 
“Little Show” for the new re- 
vue. Besides Batchellor will 
receive his regular commission 
from the bookings. 

Three featured players are 
Fred Allen at $1,500 weekly, 
Libby Holman at $1,500 and 
Clifton Webb at $2,500. 


Shuberts Drop 
Revues, Favor 


Book Operettas 


Shuberts will go in heavy for book 
operettas instead of revues next 
season. 

“Artists and Models,” and possibly 
another “Greenwich Village Follies” 
will wash up the revue schedule. 
Latter production doubtful since 
several of the imported novelties 
destined for the “G.V.F.” are to be 
incorporated in “Artists and Models” 
when latter takes to the road next 
season. 

Inside report has it that Shuberts 
would not have produced the “Art- 
ists and Models” shows excepting 
to take care of existing contracts 
with performers they had engaged 
for “Dear Love,” English operetta 


which flopped on tryout and the 
proposed new “Greenwich Village 
Follies.” 


“Nina Rosa” and “Duchess of 
Chicago” will be revived by the 
Shuberts next season, with both op- 
erettas destined for New York spot- 
ting in addition to several new ones 
acquired by Lee Shubert on his re- 
cent trip abroad. 

The about face of the Shuberts on 
revue producing is said to be in- 
fluenced from the picture angle with 
an outlet for the operettas in pic- 
tures, but no demand for revues. 


IN TWO WEEKS NUMBER 
OF STOCKS CUT IN HALF 


Dramatic stock has taken another 
flop with but 20 companies in opera- 
tion now, against 40 two weeks ago. 

Heat wave and daylight saving 
time have socked the resident com- 
panies plenty during the past fort- 
night, with many others probably 
folding if the heated spell keeps in. 

Few among those operating show- 
ing profit excepting those in the up- 
state and Long Island swanky spots, 
with these getting a play through 
subscription arrangements for sea- 
son. 

Lack of new releases available for 
stock has also been a handicap for 
the stocks this summer, with most 
having to revert to old bills and re- 
peats to keep going through most of 


the new releases not practical for 
stock and others going direct to 
films instead of being released for 
stock as formerly. 
Opera in Mountains 
Banff, Can., July &. 
Opera season is to open at Banff 
Springs Hotel, July 11 with “The 


Plumbers Opera” by John O'Dell. 

This is a new entertainment at 
this mountain resort. Opera will 
be broadcast over radio. 


Denham Here to Direct 


July 14 Reginald Denham _ will 
reach New York from London to 
start direction of the C. B. Dilling- 
ham stage production of the Eng- 
lish “Suspense.” 

Cast will be mixed, English and 
Americans. Piece is due to open at 
the Fulton, New York, about 
Aug. 15. 


Maude Eburne in Stone Show 
Aline Crater will not go on the 
road next season with her hus- 
band’s, Fred Stone, show. 
Maude Eburne has the role. 


Equity Coast Members Ruining Lesit 
In Scramble for 


Pictures Via Stage 


Erlanger Office May 
Concentrate on Ten 
Weeks of Coast Time 


Los Angeles, July 8. 


That the Erlanger office intends 
to make a coast legit production 
try seems fairly certain. In inner 
legit circles around town it is free- 
ly stated that the Erlanger people 
are seriously considering Los 
Angeles as a production center and 
are trying to line up about 10 weeks 
of time around here. 

Evidence that there is something 
to the story is given by “Subway 
Express,” which is the first Er- 
langer produced show locally. Cast 
of some 30 or 40 people were all 
placed from here. If this show gets 
over, it is said, more will follow. 

Prior to his death, about six 
months ago, A. L. Erlanger was out 
here looking over the situation, with 
the producing angle in mind. With 
Erlanger at the time was Marcus 
Heiman, and it’s understood the lat- 
ter was agreeable to the idea. Upon 
Erlanger’s death the plan was held 
in abeyance until now. Whether 
the proposed production lineup, as 
reported, includes musicals as well 
as dramatic shows is not known. 


Total Run Gross of $111 
Attracts Trouble in L. A. 


Hollywood, July &. 


What “The Glory Declared” was 
no dividends. Box office took in 
a total of $111 for the three per- 
formances of Dr. Ralph Culver Ben- 
nett’s home-made melo, breaking 
the Music Box theatre’s record low 
of $290 for five performances of 
“Maternally Yours,” another lay- 
man’s hope, last December. 

Bennett has declared. his inten- 
tion to sue John Moss, house treas- 
urer, for using $94 of the $111 to 
pay house employees. 

The cast, which took a chance 
with the college professor-author- 
producer-star and waived bond, is 
trying to collect one week’s salary 
from Bennett through Equity and 
the Labor Commission. 

Music Box, dark this week, will 
light up Monday (14) for a dance 
recital by Agnes de Mille, with an- 
other dance recital going in later 
in the week. Rest of the summer 
looks dark. 


Macloon Jam Again 


Hollywood, July §&. 

After the closing without notice 
in San Francisco of “Last Mile” 
Saturday, the cast filed claims with 
Equity for two weeks’ salary in lieu 
of notice from Louis Macloon. 

Cast held up second act curtain 
Saturday night in Geary theatre, 
to get guarantee of railroad fares 
back to Los Angeles. 


Donald Meek Il 
Stockbridge, Mass., July 8. 
Due to the illness of Donald Meek, 
this week’s scheduled production of 


“The Admirable Crichton” by the 
Berkshire Playhouse has been post- 
poned until later in the summer. 

In its place the repertoire group 
is offering “The Romantic Lady,” 
with Edith Barrett. 


Rebuilding ‘Sussana” 
Hollywood, July &. 

Franklyn Warner is ready to try 
again with “Oh Sussana.” 

Legit producer, who’s been in and 
out lately, is having the book of the 
musical re-written, but is holding 
on to the music. 


Kettering Picks Two 
Chicago, July 8. 
Ralph Kettering has just returned 
from New York with two prospec- 
tive plays for the now dark Adel- 


Tos Angeles, July 8. 

Legit business in this town, for 
a long time in a depressed condition, 
is even more so now with the situa- 
tion growing more precarious every 
day. Many contributing factors en- 
ter into the alibis that have been of- 
fered concerning the downfall of 
legit here. 

Chief among the reasons why the 
stage is suffering here and else- 
where along the Pacific slope lies 
with the actors themselves. Fig- 
uring to show and sell themselves 
for pictures, they are willing and 
even anxious to go into almost any 
kind of a show and for any kind of 
money. Salary doesn’t mean a thing 
to them. A check-up discloses that 
legit salaries in this town range 
from $20 to $300, a week, with the 
top sum rarely reached and then 
only for topnotchers with box office 
names, who in the east could and 
have commanded twice and three 
times as much money. 

That the picture thing they aim 
for is at best a long shot that sel- 
dom comes in, apparently doesn’t 
bother the actors. Three thousand 
miles from New York and most of 
them reluctant to go back, they 
stick and keep waiting for a break. 
Facts substantiate that not one out 
of 100 ever reaches the picture goal 
through the local stage medium. 
With the usual calibre of local pro- 
ductions mediocre or outright bad, 
the actor even when good is under 
a terrific handicap. When a show 
here flops the actors identified flop 
along with it as far as the consen- 
sus of opinion goes. 

And to what extremes an actor 
will go to get his or her name up 
n lights is another and sadder story. 
For star or feature billing in a show 
some actors are actually known to 
have gone to work for as little as 
$50 a week, with chances prob- 
lemetical of getting even that. 

Recently a local shoestring pro- 
ducer put in a call for actors and 
made them an offer of $40 a week 
top without batting an eye. A doz- 

(Continued on page 54) 


SHUBERTS OFFER TO 
PLAY FILMS ON SHARES 


Looks like a long, lean summer 
for the Shubert houses that are 
wired, but are dark for want of 
tenants that look like ready rentals. 
So far the Shubert office hasn’t 
found any quick renters so it is 
sending out queries to the distribu- 
tors relative to booking on a per- 
centage basis. 

Shuberts have around 16 houses 
wired. 


‘Cabbages and Roses’ Title 


For Rose-Harris Revue 


“Cabbages and Roses” is the title 
of the new Billy Rose intimate 
revue in which Jed Harris wants to 
be anonoymously associated. Harris 
wouldn’t go with Rose on the Equity 
bond, the latter putting up $16,000 


himself, although Harris will help 
on the staging. 

Fannie Brice, James Barton (if a 
Shubert release is effected) and 


June McCloy are among the people 
engaged. 


Produced One—Through 
Bureau, 

has been 
but one 


Central 
months ago, 
producing 


Producers’ 
founded 18 
dissolved after 
play. 

3ureau was composed of William 
Farnsworth, Joe Mielzine, Harry 
Hayman and Marion Florence. 

Farnsworth will continue in the 
producing game. 


Two French Artists 


& Connolly’s “Prin- 
cess Charming” operetta will hoijd 
two French legit peopie, Wanielle 
Bregis coming over as the prima. 
She did the prima in “New Moon.” 
Jane Aubert, also French, will do 
the comedienne. 


Kugel Gets New Yorker 
Lee Kugel has taken over man- 
agement of the New Yorker (fore 
merly Gallo) from Richard Hern- 


Swanstrom 


phi. “Farewell to Arms,’ drama- 
tization by Laurence Stallings, or 
“Melo” by Henri Bernstein. 


House relights on Sept. 7. 


don, former operator. 
He plans a series of productions 
at the house next season, 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 9, 1930 
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Broadway Review 


VANITIES 


(1930) 

Revue in two parts presented at the New 
Amsterdam, July 1, by lEari Carroll; 
eighth edition; score by Jay Gorney, E. J. 
Harburg, Harold Arlen, Ted Kohler; 
dialog by Eddie Welch and Eugene Cao- 
rad; dances staged by Le Roy Prinz; 
dialog staged by Priestly Morrison. 

Cast: Herb Williams, Jimmy Savo, Jack 
Benny, Thelma White, Collette Sisters, 
Patsy Kelly, Betty Veronica, Naomi Ray, 
Murray Bernie, Claiborne Bryson, John 
Hale, Ronald Fiedler, Faith Bacon, Harry 
Stockwell, Mildred and Maurice, Billy 
Rolls, Edward Harrison, Vivian Fay, Louis 
Barrison, Condos Brothers, Dorothy Brit- 
ton, Irene Ahlberg, Constance Trevor, Kay 
Carroll, Eileen Wenzel, Frances Joyce, 
Marion Carewe, 


With one of those Hollywood- 
lighted entrances the 8th edition of 
Earl Carroll's “Vanities” started at 
the New Amsterdam. Carroll kept 
to his style of show—plenty of girls 
with very little on ’em. If he had 
in mind that Ziegfeld’s “Follies” 
usually occupied the house, he for- 
got it, for none of Zieggy’s revues 
displayed as much nudity nor raw- 
ness. 

Carroll knew exactly what he was 
doing, billing “Vanities” promi- 
nently as “meeting America’s de- 
mand for sophisticated entertain- 
ment.” That hardly tells it. Noth- 
ing this side of Paris or Port Said 
is , comparable, but everybody 
seemed to agree that at least the 
“Folies Bergere” serves its. dirt 
with more humor. 

“Vanities” is spectacular in the 
Carroll way, and this edition is 
much more so. It has much of the 
beautiful, much that is daring— 
almost the stage limit or over it at 
times—a flock of girl beauty cham- 
pions—and as one character was 
named “Verismutty”—a whole eve- 
ning of it. 

There are 63 scenes, inclusive of 
many very brief black-outs, all raw, 
and many which could and should 
have gone out during the show’s 
Atlantic City try-out or before re- 
hearsals. Overture started at 8:45 
with the final curtain down very 
close to midnight and half the 
lower floor in retreat. Should be 
no trick to lop off 15 or 20 minutes. 
The cast is more populous than any 


Carroll's previous shows and it 


fastest 
grouped 


contains more of the 
dancing specialists ever 
within one revue. 

Most of the skits provoked smirks 
rather than laughs. Best laugh of 
the performance came from Herb 
Williams, but not in the flesh at the 


moment. Skit is~called “Where 
There's a Will” (suggested by Ray 
Mayer). Papa has kicked off. . Fat 


mama and flock of kids eome to 
lawyer's office to hear will read. 
Lawyer says bequests will made 
via talking picture and the old boy’s 
mugg appears on the screen. Off- 
Stage through a microphone the 
various people are mentioned and 
the coin they are to receive, very 
well synchronized to the picture. 
Kids, brother and so forth are men- 
tioned and the residue, a hundred 
grand, left to Dimples O’Shaugh- 
nessy (his Saturday night) and “the 


only dame that ever gave me a 
break.’ Nagging widow is alarmed. 
She squawks. Then pop provides 
for her—something he always 
wanted to do, “from the first night 
of their honeymoon”’—a loud rasp- 
berry: blackout. Jack Benny good 
in this bit as in all others. Also 
Naomi Ray, sure one chunky femme. 
In costume she was okay, but her 


bare gams not so funny. Several of 
her bits should go, for her sake and 
the show's. 

Williams 
vaudeville routines with “Hark, 
Hark,” and the piano bit. Rather 
unfortunate that the latter was 
spotted just before the close be- 
cause when he drew the beer the 
front rows arose. They knew the 
show was over, and it was very 
late. Jimmy Savo and Benny were 
in the latter routine, and with Patsy 
Kelly, the full comedy playing 
strength was working on what was 
supposed to be a program going 
on the air. 

“Vanities” has ideas both in its 
Spec scenes, ensembles and _ skits. 
“All Quiet,” a skit with the comics 
and six main beauts working should 
have been funnier; anyway, it was 
too long. A skit with Miss Kelly 
and Savo doing a bride and groom 

Uthing in a hotel lobby and bedroom, 
thonly fair and too long, too, also very 
lue. There was a dirt snapper on a 

) chinese bride and groom skit, this 
/cime Williams and Miss Keliy be- 
~ {ng the pair. “Brown Pastures,” with 
the pretty Dorothy Britton, Benny 
and a live cow, seemed more comic. 

| “Hittin’ the Bottle” is the stand- 
t of the ensemble dance numbers. 
is an extended affair comparable 
gonly to the torso and hip throwing 
of a Harlem colored floor show. Up 
in the black belt it looks hot. On 
the Amsterdam stage it is hotter 
and dirtier, with ever so many more 
tgirls shaking it up. Later, Carroll 
tossed out “La Rumba,” scened in 
the Havana Casino. The number 
was supposed to be hotter than 


is using most of his 


; *PRottles,” but the girls had too much 
covering. 


Native music helped the 
number rate highly, however. 

Carroll had some of his 
Teated on a narrow incline, 


beauts 
spoke 


ns arough a mike at the opening with 


Carroll's 
(Miss 
(Miss St. 
(Miss 
Trevor and Kay Carroll. 
supposed to be dummies, but Savo 
as the costumer finds out differently. 
When one of the girls’ undies drops 
and Savo peeked underneath 
skirt, there was a gasp. 


the girls answering questions, most 
of which were the names of the 
credits. Fair. He spoke later and 
introduced in superlative terms of 
Vivian Fay, his, toe-dancing “find.” 
Miss Fay was gorgeously built up, 
appearing for a time before an elab- 
orately adorned curtain of gauze 
that moved continuously across the 
stage, with groups of girls side- 
stepping with it. When “the cur- 
tain of splendor” finally finished, the 
six leading beauts appeared from a 
platform of filigree and then Miss 
Fay again. Her spinning time after 
time around the stage was an aston- 
ishing feat. 

That sweet tap dancer, Thelma 
White, appeared in solo several 
times and never failed to score. 
Once she was on with Murray Ber- 
nie, whom she left alone. What that 
boy showed was an eye-opener. He 
copped the first individual hit. Ber- 
nie is an agile buck and winger, with 
amazing speed and stamina. An 
acrobatic hoofer, Billy Rolls, scored, 
too, as did Edward Harrison. The 
Condos brothers (King and King in 
vaude) were near the finale with 
their machine-gun buck and wing- 
ing. Are there any faster steppers 
than they? 

“The Sunken Submarine” is the 
high light of the novelty effects. 
Through the glass sides of what 
might seem a submerged aquarium 
is a ballet at the bottom of the sea. 
The sirens at first seem nude, but 
there is a covering of a sort. Ona 
middle revolving dise are Mildred 
and Maurice, lovers. Their attitudes 
and covering, especially the man’s, 
was alarmingly sensational (this 
later modified). 

Of the other nude numbers “Knee- 


deep in June” started very prettily 


with Miss White and the clever Col- 


lette Sisters, developing in the “fan 
dance” with Faith Bacon, the prin- 
cipal attraction. 
thing on, it could not be detected. 
She skilfully shielded her body with 
feathered fans, back and front, with 
a tiny flash of everything in the 
quarter light. 


If she had any- 


An idea was modes within a shop 
window. Present again were those 
beauts, Irene Ahlberg 
America), Eileen Wenzell 
Louis), Frances Joyce 
San Francisco), Constance 
They are 


the 


Finale of the first: part was ex- 


tended red, white and blue number, 
a protest against prohibition. 


John 
Hale, Harry Stockwell and Calibone 
Bryson sang the lyric “The Blues 
Are on Parade,” with various lines 
of choristers entrancing after the 
several tableaux, such as Independ- 
ence Hall, 1776, Gettysburg with 
Lincoln speaking in 1863, over there, 
1917, and the House of Representa- 
tives, 1935, when “America must 
undo this gigantic folly.” Quite a 
flash and a stage full of colored cos- 
tumes and feathered headdresses. 


“Vanities” has numbers, with 
“Hittin’ the Bottle” probably the 
stand-out tune and ragegy. “La 


Rumba" and “I Come to Life” aimed 
for the dance orchestras. Savo 
amused with his specialty, Benny 
seemed of much general aid in the 
humorous bits, also as m. c. and 
Patsy Kelly a good teammate for 
Herb Williams, whose comedy is a 
life-saver. 

It is Carroll's biggest revue. 
Maybe nothing quite as attractive 
as the “garden of girls” in “Sketch 
Book,” but then this “Vanities” has 
so much to see and hear. Maybe 
Carroll will have to tone it down, 
but it is a show that should do a 
great business. Ibee. 


Out-of-Town Review 


PLAY SHOP 


(Little Theatre) 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Home of Hollywood's newest lit- 
tle theatre movement, the Play 
Shop is a one-story building which 
originally was a stable, later a 
workshop for a sculptor, but more 


recently, until the prohis got wise, 
a Bohemian-tinged restaurant 
which earned fame for its good 


home brew. 

On a side street and within a 
stone’s throw of Radio studios in 
one direction and Columbia the 
other, the theatre looks just like 
another Hollywood bungalow. The 
only outward evidence of its pro- 
fessionalism is a sign, painted by 
a not too expert hand, calling at- 
tention to the current bill. 
Beverage of its former existence 
has given way to tea. This and 
the gaily painted benches, alter- 
nating in pink, green, blue and red, 
are the only arty affectations if the 
standard of the current bill, Ibsen’s 
“Ghosts,” can be taken as a cri- 
terion. 
Play shop is in its second transi- 
tion, starting four years ago as the 
Cordova Play Shop, with a stage 


15° by 15’. Stage now used is at 
least 30 feet wide. 
The organizer, Ralph Herman, 


says he is aiming toward a Holly- 
wood Theatre Guild, -“seeond to 
none in the country.” Club plan 
of operation started a month ago 
with membership at $15 a year or 
$1.50 a month. Dues entitles mem- 
bers to a ticket to each show, to 
the monthly dances, musicales and 
drama discourses, plus the tea and 
a chance to hobnob with the play- 
ers. Stage revue goes with the 
dances, all with professional talent, 
who, as in the case of the dramatic 
productions, give their services free. 
Outsiders can get in for $1 per. 
Casts are recruited from. the 
army of talent hoping to crash the 
studios, of which there is no dearth. 
Urge is that perhaps someone in 
the audience with a sayso at the 
studios might get interested. Oc- 
casionally a picture player is spot- 
ted. Sheldon Lewis heads the next 
attraction, Gorky’s “Lower Depths,” 
and Myrna Loy is slated for the 
lead in “Loving Wife,” following. 
Capacity of the erstwhile stable 
200. Run for each piece is 10 
with an average attendance 
Take-in just about 


is 
days, 
of around 75. 
clears expenses. 
Club members do their own set- 
building and te date no show has 
yet put them back more than $20 
for sets. Current show, with three 
acts in the same set, ran to $8.50 
—and this is high, it is explained, 
because a second hand clock and 
extra wall pictuses had to be bought. 
Nothing palpably highbrow about 
the little theatre and its audience 
excepting the colored benches and 
weak tea. Brand of work before 
the footlights seemed expert enough 
compared with much of the No. 2 
and No. 3 company efforts often 
encountered downtown, 

Sincerity of performance and il- 
lusion was there despite the close 
quarters and the home-made scen- 
ery. Performances better than Lu- 
cille La Pointe’s or Frank Ball's 
in the mother and parson narts re- 
spectively, aren’t often found in 
regular houses —certainly not in 
Los Angeles. 


TICKET PLAN 


(Continued from page 53) 


up the accredited agencies and dis- 
covered in some cases that 50% of 
the allotments were unsold. The 
box office then requested early re- 
turns so that sales could be made 
and a “dump” avoided at 7:30. Most 
of the unsold agency tickets were 
sent back as requested. “Vanities” 
reecived excellent box office notices, 
but failed to actually sell out on 
either Friday or Saturday night, al- 
though well over capacity on the 
latter day’s matinee. 
Those Diggers 

Plenty of4ickets were fined by 
the agericies net-récognized by the 
League, by the obvious means of 
digging. Diggers appeared to have 
no trouble getting good tickets from 
the accredited agencies even. A 
complaint of payment of $26 for two 
“Vanities” tickets traced them to a 
hotel agency, which in turn merely 
said the tickets had come to it 
through two or three other hands. 
If that happens with one show, it is 
hard to see how tickets can be kept 
from the independent agencies when 
a dozen or more shows are in high 
demand when the season starts. Re- 
ports of tickets being sold to the 
smaller agencies at $11 each ($6.60 
at box office) were rather frequent, 
although no abnormal demand was 
evidenced. 

One feature of the League plan is 
patent. Brokers in making buys 
have used their judgment, going to 
out of town showings and advising 
the management as to how many 
tickets they would buy nightly, with 
the usual 10% return privilege the 
rule. Under the League the broker 
need not and cannot use any judg- 
ment. He gets a set percentage of 
tickets for each house, granted the 


show is good enough for agencies 
to sell. 

The advantage, therefore, goes to 
those agencies getting the biggest 


allotments, they taking no. chance 
of being stuck because they can re- 
turn all unsold tickets. 
cut rates will, therefore, not be 
made by brokers. Lower floor tick- 
ets must be allotted the cut rates 
by the theatres if they are to be 
sold at bargain rates. 
Extra Tickets 

The accredited agencies can buy 
additional tickets on telephone order 
within 2 hours of any performance. 
It was first believed such extra 
tickets could not be obtained until 
after 7:30 for any night perform- 
ance. High prices for agency tick- 
ets usually come via patrons who 
make up their minds suddenly to at- 
tend a show and don’t care what the 
cost is. However, if the regular 
agencies fill any such orders, they 
will be on a 75-cent premium 
basis. 

The League opened offices on the 
17th floor of the Paramount build- 
ing Tuesday, with Col. Harlow D. 
Savage, the former vice-president of 
International Combustion, in charge. 


Dumps into 


Equity Coast Members 


(Continied from page 53) 


take it!” Repeatedly warned against 
these sort of things, with knowledge 
of how and with what most of the 
local: shows are put on, actors still 
keep coming and wind up by taking 
it on the chin. 


Picture Oil 


Not only standard stage people, 
but picture actors as well and even 
more so are easy prey for the ang- 
ling promoter who hands out a bril- 
liant line of piffle as to how the 
producers and directors will see ‘em 
on the stage and walk back to the 
dressing rooms with contracts in 
their hands. That the picture actor 
falls and falls hard for this sort of 
chatter is proven by the fact that 
in almost every show produced out 
here at least half of the cast are 
former screen satellites. When the 
talkers first usurped the silent 
screen at least there was some rea- 
sonable excuse for the silent picture 
player either learning or trying to 
prove that he could talk, and the 
stage provided that outlet. But now, 
with the picture business more or 
less stabilized as far as the talkers 
go, the actor or actress trying to 
prove anything by appearing in 
some meaningless play is just wast- 
ing time. 

Equity, while cognizant of the 
facts, remains in a neutral position. 
A promoter walking into the Equity 
office and planking down a bond 
for two weeks salary, regardless of 
his status and reputation, seems 
able to go ahead with a show. And 
for everyone of these promoters who 
have the dough to put up for the 
first two weeks, there are many 
others who start out strictly on 
the cuff. There are many Equity 
contracts now being held by actors 
for shows which didn’t open and 
for which no bond was posted. 
Equity members who waive the 
bond ‘usually stage a wind-up at 
the labor commissioner's office. In 
the Equity office here a sign is 
posted announcing that Equity does 
not recommend or encourage actors 
going into shows that are not 
Equity bonded. But Equity shrugs 
its shoulders and admits it is power- 
less to cope with the situation when 
actors persist on ignoring that sign 
and taking their own chances. 

Public Gets the Idea 

Result of this condition must in- 
revitably show itself upon the legit 
business as a whole out here. Where 
fly-by-night shows keep going in 
and Out, the €@ffect must reach out 
to the public, to the exetent that 
when a good show on the up and 
up, does come in sometimes nobody 
will believe it. In the past few 
months there have been a number 
of*eastern plays brought out here 
which under normal conditions and 
circumstances should have gotten 
some money. Included in this group 
were several established New York 
hits, but not a single one of these 
plays proportionately got over. And 
the majority flopped terribly. 

The recent debacle of the Duffy 
houses was the last indication that 
legit is on edge of the cliff out here. 
The Duffy shows at $1.25 top didn’t 
help the legit situation any either. 
For any other show at $2 and $2.50 
had to be plenty good and outstand- 
ing before the public would shell 
out that kind of money. Even Duffy 
himself had to get hurt in the 
boomerang that followed. 

Legit may yet be revived out here, 
but not until the shoestringers and 
promoters aire cleaned out, real 
showmen take hold of the situation 
and actors get wise to themselves. 


Cast Changes 


Marion Allen and Marie Wood 
Powers replaced Mary Thayer and 
Jessie Royce Landis in “Solid 
South” (Harris), Chicago. 


Helen Lind, formerly with the 
“Little Show,” makes her first talk- 
ing short for Paramount next 


week at the New York Studios. 


en stepped forward and said: “We'll 


Clarence Jacobson was appointed as 
his aide in the handling and check- 
ing up of ticket allotments. Jacob- 
son is a theatre treasurer, recently 
at the Cohan theatre. Heisa prac- 
tical ticket man, necessary to check 
and 


change allotments when 
ordered, 
While “Vanities” is working 


under League rules, the system does 
not officially start until week after 
next (July 21). Only one show this 
week and none due next, and a real 
test of the League doubtful. until 
Labor Day or later, 


Weber Placed ‘Burlesque,’ 
Watters Didn’t Pay Him 


A verdict for $2,566 has been filed 
in the City Court in favor of isaac 
N. Weber against George W. Wat- 
ters as author of the play “Bur- 
lesque.” The complaint alleged that 
Watters tried for a long time to get 
a production of the play, axd, unsuc- 
cessful, agreed to pay Weber 15% 
of any royalties received if he got 
the play produced. 


Weber alleged that he persuaded 
Lawrence Weber and Arthur Hop- 
kins to put on the play, which was 
a success, and that they have since 
paid Watters $10,000. 


Paris Sound Parley 


(Continued from page 7) 


prepared to meet the financial terms 
of the Germans, but only on an in- 
flexible condition that there should 
be no German legislation—particu- 
larly in the direction of quota rules 
—that would nullify the value of 
what the Americans felt they had 
bought. 

The German delegation promised 
to see to this condition, but has been 
unable to deliver anything when 
brought down to brass tacks, since 
the Berlin government refuses to 
be bound by any pledge on legis- 
lative program for the future. 

As a consequence the conference 
is seeking merely an adjustment of 
sound patent difficulties, all under- 
standings on this point being sub- 
je_t to nullification by adverse leg- 
islation. 

This would leave the onus of an 
eventual disaster upon the German 
government if it supported quota 
legislation of a restrictive nature 
following the conference. 


Big Guarantees Asked 


Muchenmeister of the Tobis Dutch 
group is insisting upon big money 
guarantees, while the German elec- 
trics are more easily dealt with, 
since they are risking more if the 
conference fails. 

The result is that it is difficult 
to get one German group to agree 
to terms that are acceptable to an- 
other group, necessitating constant 
revisions of tentative agreements 
and an elaboration of many differ- 
ent negotiations. 

As .n example of the intricate 
nature of dealings, the case of Fox 
presents special features since Fox 
alone uses the flashing lamp prin- 
ciple involved in the Tri-Ergon 
patents. This angle calls for sep- 
arate negotiations conducted by Dr. 
Paul Koretz, assisted by Bavetta, 
the latter traveling several times 
to Vienna on special points that 
have arisen. 

Again the Warners’ position is pe- 
culiar as an all-around agreement 
on patents might jeopardize the 
$1,000,000 Warners already have 
paid Tobis for a share in profits. 

All talk of moving the conference 
to Berlin is cold. Both sides are 
trying hard to agree and prefer 
a long siege here, leading to even- 
tual success to the dreaded failure 
of the whole objective. 

The Germans’ well known effi- 
ciency to give themselves a break 
on any diplomatic or similar parleys 
is causing Will Hays to approach 
Maurice Devies, the banker-head of 
the Gaumont-Aubert-Franco merger, 
to use his influence on the Germans. 

G-A-F has an international ar- 
rangement as to production and 
distribution with Tobis and UFA 
and is actually now producing with 
h French crew at Tobis and UFA's 
studios at Tempelhof and Neuba- 
belsberg, hence Devies’ influence is 
counted as quite impressive. Harry 
M. Warner is refraining from any 
interference, despite the Warner- 
Tobis affiliations. 


Berlin, July 8. 
The new German film quota bill, 
known as the Ermaechtigungs 
Gesetz (enabling law?), was passed 
by the Reichstag. 


Earlier Berlin ¢ables outlined the 
proposed legislation as in effect a. 
continuation of the former quota 
law which leaves only half the Ger- 
man market open to foreign product, 

Curt Sobernheim, banker and 
chief of the Tobis group, sought 
to obtain government relaxation of 
the quota regulations, journcying 
from the Paris sound conferences to 
3erlin for the purpose. It becomes 
apparent that his mission was in 


vain, 
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VARIETY 


Bway with 15 Legit Shows in Dead 
Center of Summer, Still Has Six 
Too Many; Little in Sight for Sept. 


Broadway is at dead center, with 
July 4a sort of axis. 

Try-outs are very sparse, legit 
producers proceeding with unusual 
eare. Several producers are getting 
into action and the number of 
shows in rehearsal is expected to 
gradually increase. 

One new show came in last week, 
another this week, but none due 
next week. 

Aug. 4 has been nominated as the 
starting date for the new season. 
Two attractions, recently suspend- 
ed, will open a second season and 
on Broadway on that date. The 
August list of new shows is rather 
sketchy and hardly numerous. Mid- 
September or a bitlater is favored 
as a starting point by those show- 
men with promising attractions. 

‘Vanities,” regarded as the sole 
major musical this summer, opened 
at the New Amsterdam last week 
and in seven performances grossed 
close to $44,000, charging $11 the 
first night and $6.60 thereafter. Be- 
cause of the holiday there was some 
doubt about business in light of the 
no-buy rule. Show, however, got 
money notices and big trade and it 
leads Broadway. 

There are still only 14 shows in 
town and bets that there would be 
less than 15 by the middle of July 
are to be cashed. Another half 
dozen shows could drop out without 
being missed, all small gross af- 
fairs. 

Warm weather and the 4th were 
. expected to keep trade down and 
that happened. “Flying High,” the 
leader, pulled out of a hole by vir- 
tue of a very good holiday matinee; 
gross down, with $34,000, the ap- 
proximate mark; protection from 
the agencies with the buy still on 
helped; “Sons o’ Guns” went to a 
new low at $25,000; “Artists and 
Models” about $23,000 and not hot; 
“Garrick Gaieties” okay at $17,000; 
“Fifty Million Frenchmen” $20,000 
at the Lyric and withdrawn Satur- 
day; “Three Little Girls” laid off, re- 
suming Monday at the Shubert. 

“Green Pastures,” which has 
maintained its pace with little de- 
viation, is again the leader of the 
non-musicals at better than $25,000, 
with “Lysistrata,” which topped the 
dramas for a month, slipping 
around that mark; “Strictly Dis- 
honorable,” the only other money 
non-musical and longest run show 
on the list, $12,000; “Last Mile” 
about $7,000; “First Mrs. Fraser” 
$6,000; “Lost Sheep,” $5,000; “Step- 
ping Sisters” and “Apron Strings” 
same or a bit less. 

Last week and this are regarded 
the toughest for the run shows aim- 
ing to hold over through the sum- 
mer. Business should show some 
improvement starting next week. 


BEWARE 
OF THEATRE THIEF 
Do you ge that the N. V. A. 


and V. M. A. have discon- 
tinued writing 


TRUNK and 
BAGGAGE 
INSURANCE 


against fire, theft and pilferage 
while in THEATRES as well as 
in hotels, in transit, etc., 


But This Insurance Can 


Still Be Procured Thru 


JOHN KEMP 


Specialist in all lines of 


INSURANCE 


551 Fifth Ave., New York 
Phones: Murray Hill 7838-9 


+ 


Frisco Grosses 


San Francisco, July 8. 
Ina Claire in “Rebound,” at the 
Curran, topped the town among the 
legits last week. $14,000. 


Next was “Strictly Dishonor- 
able,” at Columbia, 4th week. 


Dropped close to $5,000 over the 
preceding week, but still a profit 
at $10,000. 

“The Last Mile,” at the Geary, 
drew a fine opening but tapered off 
to $4,000. Show too gruesome for 
the femmes and hurting. 

Green Street, with “Hot ’n’ Both- 


ered,” 4th week, $1,400; okay at low 
| 


overhead. 


Los Angeles, July 8. 

Lack of nutrition at the b.o. 
forced three theatres to douse the 
lights last week. “Glory Declared,” 
at the Music Box, failed to start a 
scheduled second week at the Music 
Box. “Paths of Glory,” at the 
Figuero, lasted one night and 
through sickness and dissatisfaction 
in the cast gave up the ghost. 
“Crime,” the last of the: Duffy pro- 
ductions on the Coast, folded at the 
President and the cast went unpaid 


Saturday night. 

“Caprice,” at the Belasco, was still 
the leader with a take of $9,500. 
With the local legit field about shot, 
this production has been the one 
bright spot on the Mall. 

Ben-Ami and the Yiddish Art 
Theatre Players came into the Bilt- 
more for two weeks and did $8,000. 
Production was expected to better 
this, and would have attracted more 
attention had people known who 
and what the organization is. 

“Subway Express,” in its first 
week at the Mason, got about av- 
erage at this house with $7,500. Nut 
on production is small and should 
show a. profit.at this figure, At the 
Mayan Al Rosen’s “Molly Mag- 
dalene” failed to attract much in- 
terest. Plenty of paper spread 
among the picture people, who hate 
to pay for any show. Less than 
$5,000 trickled into the till. 

“Nancy’s Private Affair’ built up 
the El Capitan’s business to $5,500, 
which is about $500 better than last 
week, and better than average for 
the house. 

Vine Street, Hollywood Playhouse, 


Music Box, Figueroa, Majestic, 
President and Actors’ theatre are 
dark. Five are open. In. other 


words, seven up and five to go. 
Legit Grosses 

“Caprice’—(Belasco, 3rd week) 
Still out in front at $9,500. One 
more week, with indications that it 
will hold up. 

Ben-Ami and Yiddish Art Play- 
ers — (Biltmore) (two weeks only). 
Not what was anticipated at $8,000; 
stronger billing would have helped. 

“Nancy’s Private Affair’ — (El 
Capitan, 3rd week) Jump of $500 
over last week, with $5,500; best 
week for the house in some time. 

“Subway Express” — (Mason, Ist 
week) Those who even know what 
a subway is are few here, started 
fair at $7,500. 

“Molly Magdalene” — (Mayan, 
lst week) Got away to a poor start, 
with $4,900 estimated. In for three 
weeks, with the hope that picture 
offers will make everything worth- 
while. 


Lucille Nikolas, Douglas Blackley 
and Mary Miner are in the stock at 
the Ivoryton, Essex, Conn. It open- 
ed last week. 


Service from Coast to Coast 


BOBBY 


Just 
WEEKS 
and Hotel Splendide. 


Now cAFEDE PARIS FOR RUN 


“American Ambassador of 
Jugglery” 
finished two SENSATIONAL 


PALLADIUM, LONDON, 


| 


American Representative: 
EDWARD 8S. KELLER 


English Representatives: 
FOSTERS AGENCY 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Here We Are” (Nomad Pro- 
ductions), Booth. 
“Tattle Tales” 
wich), Elliott. 
“Reunion” (Bela Blau, Inc.), 
Liberty. 
“Dancing Partner” 
Belasco), Belasco. 
“Little Show” (Brady, Wiman 
& Weatherly), Forrest. 
“The Torch Song” 
Hopkins), Plymouth. 
“Red Love” (Sussenoff Pro- 
ductions), Sussenoft Studios. 


(Alex Left- 


(David 


(Arthur 


MUSICAL 
LEGIT 
WEAK 


Chicago, July 8. 
Three legit shows for all Chi, 
which, according to the new census, 
has more than 3,500,000 population. 
Also marks first time the burg is 
without a musical. 


Shows the town now has are 
wobbling dangerously, threatening 
to close. “Solid South” cast has 
taken a cut all down the line and 
is now playing on a week to week 
basis. “Candlelight” has lost its 
leading light and, without a star 
name, looks weak, especially with 
its out-of-the-way location. 

“Sisters of the Chorus” is getting 
the lucky break. Spotted right on 
the main stem, and with hot pic- 
tures planted all over the lobby, is 
proving itself an attraction for the 
excursionists in for a peek at this 
wicked town. 

And no prospects of anything 
new until the fall. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Candlelight” (Princess, 12th 
week). Dropped two grand, with 
signs of further declines. Had been 
dickering to move into the Adelphi, 
but that is out. Not much longer 
at $7,000, although this is now a 
small nut show. 

‘Sisters of the Chorus” (Apollo, 
9th week). With the Rotarians on 
the lam, this one got a bad kick. 
Will stick it out awhile longer, al- 
though offering two for one. Doing 
okay, considering run and weather. 
$10,000. 

“Solid South” (Harris, 8th week). 
Holding up, with Richard Bennett 
name meaning much to the trade. 
Plenty_of carriages. Reported that_ 
Bennett is getting 10% of the gross 
as his share, and will get 11% of 
New York gross. Around $11,000. 


One Show Out 


One show was added to last Satur- 
day’s closings on Broadway. None 
are scheduled for this week. 

“Fifty Million Frenchmen” stopped 
at the Lyric after a run of 32 weeks. 
As among the leaders most of the 
way, with the gross consistently 


50,000,000 FRENCHMEN 


Opened November 28. “As 
near ae perfect musical as 
you’re likely to see,” reported 
Seldes (Graphic). Gabriel (Am- 
erican) in same vein added, 
“the best thing of its kind in 
seven years or so.” 

Variety (Bige) said: “Should 
have no trouble selling itself 
for a healthy run.” 


over $43,000 the first five months. 
Eased off to about $20,000. Will not 
tour next season. Production going 
to Coast for talker version by War- 
ners. Left Lyric when house de- 
manded guarantee after its long run 
there, 


Sainton’s Stock 

Charlotte, N. C., July 8. 
Joseph Sainton, formerly musical 
director with Flo Ziegfeld, will open 
a musical comedy stock season here 
on July 21, In on a guarantee for 
10 weeks. 

Most of the material is semi- 
operetta, includlug “Student 
Prince,” “Katinka,” “Red Mill,” 
“Countess Maritza.” 


Shows in N. Y. 


and Comment 


{ mediocrity or loss. 


play is also considered. 


admission scale given below. 


l 


Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
The variance is explained in the difference in 
house capacities with the varying overhead. 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. Variance 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
Key to classification: 
D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


Also the size of cast, 


C (comedy)3 


“Apron Strings,” 48th St. 
week) (C-950-$3). Low water 
mark of legit season; heavy 
exodus over Fourth somewhat 


balanced by holiday visitors; 
“Strings” again around $4,000, but 
staying. 

“Artists and Models,’ Majestic (5th 
week) (R-1,776-$5.50). Agency 
sales light with no support, be- 
cause buys are out under new 
ticket system; off to $23,000, esti- 
mated. 

“Fifty Million Frenchmen,” Lyric. 
Closed last Saturday after run of 
32 weeks; was among leaders 
most of the way and made real 
money; $44,000 for many weeks; 
down around $20,000 last week. 

“First Mrs. Fraser,” Playhouse (27th 
week) (C-870-$3.85). One three 
shows to play holiday matinee and 
did well; about $6,000 and pre- 
sumably better than even break. 

“Flying High,” Apollo (19th week) 
(M-1,168-$6.60). Midweek mat- 
inee switched to Friday (the 
Fourth) with capacity then be- 
cause few other afternoon shows 
then; nights off; gross about 
same, $34,000. 

“Garrick Gaities,” Guild (6th week) 
(R-951-$3).. Newness of this in- 
timate musfcal show in its favor; 
business very good at better than 
$17,000 last week. 

“Lost Sheep,” Selwyn (20th week) 
(C-1,017-$3). Saturday matinee 
out; playing Wednesday and 
Thursday afternoons; business a 
bit over $5,000 but means little. 

“Lysistrata,” 44th St. (6th week) 
(C-1,323-$5.50). Heat and holiday 
slowed up pace again, with the 


(31st 


Admission tax applies on tickets over $3 


takings last week around $25,000. 

“Sons o’ Guns,” Imperial (33rd 
week) (M-1,466-$6.60). Business 
depressed over the holiday period 
with gross about lowest of en- 
gagement; about $25,000. 

“Stepping Sisters,” Royale (12th 
week) (F-1,111-$3). A cut rater 
able to get by through low ope- 
rating cost and the time of the 
season; $4,000 to $5,000. 

“Strictly Dishonorable,” Avon (43rd 
week) (C-830-$3.85). Only non- 
musical outside of “Green Past- 
ures” and “Lysistrata” getting 
really profitable trade; last week 
again around $12,000. 

“Green Pastures,” Mansfield (20th 
week) (D-1,050-$4.46). A few 
seats not sold on night of Fourth 
but made up by standing room 
customers; $25,400 and strongest 
drama in town. 

“The Last Mile,” Harris (22nd 
week) (D-1,051-$3). With list so 
sparse of attractions several 
holdover dramas getting by; $7,- 
000 estimated. 

“Three Little Girls,’ Shubert (12th 


week) (M-1,395-$5.50). Never 
really big; layed off last week 


wisely; resumed Monday and may 
go into next month. 


“Vanities,” New Amsterdam (2nd 
week) (R-1,702-$6.60). Started 
with an $11,000 top and very big 
first three nights; some vacancies 
reported Friday and Saturday 
night; tops all, however, with 
gross approximating $44,000. 

“Who Cares,” Chanin’s 46th St. (1st 
week) (R-913-$3.85). Presented 
by Satirists, a group of Lambs 
Club players, but with feminine 
players in cast; opened Tuesday. 


FUTURE PLAYS 


“The Cast of Fifi Bollette,” by 
Irving Davis has been taken over 
from A. H. Woods by William S8. 
Birns, who will give piece immedi- 
ate production. 


“The Torch Song” has gone into 
rehearsal as Arthur Hopkins’ -first 
for next season. 


Piece will be given two weeks 


tryout latter part of month. and 


shelved until autumn. 

“Our Wife,” by Lillian Day and 
Lyon Mearson, is set as next for 
Herman Ganvoort. Now casting and 
goes into rehearsal in two weeks. 


“The Greeks Had a Name For It,” 
by Zoe Akins, is now being cast as 
next for William Harris, Jr. Piece 
will be given late summer tryout 
and moth-balled until autumn, 

“Only You,’ musical by Elwood 
Engelhart and Harry West, which 
previously tried out under another 


title and hauled in for revision, 
will be given another try «next 
month. 

Cast includes Marion’ Heaney, 


David Marks, Graham Scott, Frank 
Finnerty, Marjorie Finnerty, Mabel 
Thompson, Hazel Farwell, Ruth 
Wood, Bert Mathews and Gene Car- 
rington. 

Among those engaged for the 
new “Cape Cod Follies,” opening 
in August, are Bradley Case, Claire 
Lank, Peter Joray, Thelma Kessler, 
Peggy Ellis and Pierce Hern. 


SPECIAL TRAVEL service 


To members of the 


STAGE PROFESSION 


Expert advice, reliable information, and 

efficient travel service—to all parts of the 

world—at lowest rates—with special con- 

sideration to stage people, 

GREAT LAKES, COASTAL AND 

TRANS - ATLANTIC CRUISES 

PLANNED — ANY TIME — ANY 

DURATION 

Official Agents for All Steamship 

Companies 

WE ARE IN THE HEART OF 

THE THEATRICAL DISTRICT— 

“CON VENIENT--TO- -¥OU- -AND.- 

READY TO SERVE YOU 


INTERNATIONAL 
TRAVEL BUREAU, INC. 
128 West 45th St. 


Between B’way and 6th Ave. 
BRYant 2694 


EDW. MENDELSOHN 
Stage Director 
“HI-THERE,” San Francisco 
Now en route to New York for 


“THE NEW LITTLE SHOW” 


Also make preparations N. Y¥. Prod. 
“Hi-There” This Fall 


Theatre Ticket Brokers 
Extraordinary Opportunity 
Established theatre ticket department 


rent in 100% tocation, 30 minutes from 
Times Square. Suitable as branch for exist- 


fer 


ing company or excellent chance for one 
seeking own business. 
Apply Box 400, Variety, New York 


PAUL WHITEMAN 
Booking Exclusively Through His Own Office 


1560 Broadway 
New York City 
JAMES F. GILLESPIE 


Personal Representative 


1530 FORMOSA AVENUE 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
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Wednesday, July 9, 1930 


LITERATI 


Journalism in Berlin 


The chief of the “Vossische Zei- 
tung,” Prof. Georg Bernhard (of 
the eminent Publishing House Ull- 
stein) Berlin, resigns his present 
position the end of this year and 
will start as co-president in the 
“Verband Deutscher Waren-und 
Kaufhauser” Union of German 
Warehouses and Stores). 

The reason for Georg Bernhard's 
resignation is the result of his well- 
known and sensaticnal conflict with 
the head of the Ullstein Publishing 
House, Franz Ullstein, which affair 
started after Georg Bernhard ac- 
cused Ullstein’s wife, Mrs. Daisy 
Ullstein, the former wife of the 

well known Berlin specialist for 
women’s diseases, Grafenberg, of 
having acted as spy, whereupon 
Ullistein dismissed Bernhard with- 
out notice. Prof. Bernhard’s ac- 
cusations seemed so impressive and 
the professor’s position as member 
of the Reichstag of such import- 
ance, that Ullstein’s brothers de- 
manded he divorce his wife, which 
Ulistein not only refused but in- 
Bisted on dismissing Bernhard. 

Prof. Bernhard, who was with the 
Ulistein House for over 10 years 
and who is a prominent member of 
the German Democratic Party, 
protested against such treatment 
and procured so much material 
from Paris, which is supposed to 
have given evidence on Mrs. Daisy 
Ullstein’s political disposition, that 
the Ullstein brothers started quar- 
reling to the degree they threatened 
to sue one another. This was only 
avoided by the interference of the 
“Auswartiges Amt” (Foreign Office) 
after issuing a public statement 
that no evidence had been found of 
Mrs. Ullstein’s guilt. 

The brothers Louis, Hans’ and 
Rudolplk. on the one side, and Franz 


professional paper, with a first- 
class financial news service. “The 
Telegraph” at present is probably 
the last paper to uphold the best 
traditions of English journalism. 

If this merger comes off, “The 
Times” will be the only two-penny 
(4c) paper among the dailies. 

At present “The Post” is owned 
by Viscount Astor, and “The Tele- 
graph” by Sir Edward Iliffe and the 
Berry Group of papers. The deal is 
being carried through by Lord 
Northumberland for “The Post.” 
His current illness is said to be the 
reason why the merger has not been 
announced. 

This statement discounts another 
rumor—which had wide currency 
along the Street—that “The Tele- 
graph” has been acquired by “The 
Daily Mail” group in payment tor 
their promise not to compete with 
the Berry Group (Allied Newspa- 
pers) in various provincial centers. 


“Forest and Sream” Absorbed 


“Forest and Stream,” which went 
out of existence with the July 
number (being absorbed by “Field 
and Stream’), was the oldest out- 
door magazine and the ninth oldest 
of all existing American magazines, 
founded 62 years ago and credited 
with rendering valuable” service to 
the cause of conservation. “Forest 
and Stream” had changed hands 
several times in recent years. Ray 
Holland is editor of “Field and 
Stream,” which is published by 
Eltinge F. Warner. 


Hollywood’s News Colony 
Largest industry in Hollywood 
outside of the picture business is 
that of writing the picture business. 
Check-up shows more than 200 
writers in the colony, representing 


Ulistein on the other, then gave 


newspapers, syndicates, magazines 


Scarab Murder Case ($2.00)... 


The Adams Family ($4.00)........ 


BEST SELLERS 


Best sellers for week ending July 5, as reported by the American 
News Company, Inc., and branches. 
Fiction 


Young and Secret ($2.00)...........eecee++-----Alice Grant Rosman 


Non-Fiction 

Strange Death Pres. Harding ($3.50)..G. B. Means and J. D. Thacker 

The Specialist- (91-00). Charlies (Chic) Salis 


A. Hamilton Gibbs 
S. Van Dine 


.James Truslow Adams, 


...Everett Dean Martin 


up their intentions to sue for the 
time »eing, and are now coming 
to .an agreement, privately, the 
first result of which is Prof Bern- 
hard’s resignation. 


Square Shooters 
Of square shooters among mag- 


azine editors, H. N. Swanson, of 
“College Humor,” is regarded as 
highly as Harold Hersey or Capt. 


Billy Fawcett. Swanson even pays 
astounding prices sometimes for 
fiction, which these other two, in 
view of the types of their publica- 
tions, can’t. 

Swanson has in “College Humor” 
@ phenom mag and credits his 
writers with much of its success. 
Starting originally as a quarterly 
reprint of the humor published in 
the various college publications, it 
became a monthly through force of 
demand, whereupon Swanson added 
original fiction and articles. | 

The Swanson treatment to writ- 
ers is startling in view of the at- 
titude taken by most other editors. 
They say around the office ‘his first 


consideration is for the unknown. 
So much so, a feature inaugurated 
recently in “College Humor” is a 
‘first story” in every issue, each 


representing the work of a writer 
who never had anything published 
Jbefore. That’s in sharp contrast to 
“the policy of Ray Long, of “Cos- 
mopolitan,” for instance, who ad- 
mits frankly that he wants “names,” 
and names only. 


2d London Merger 


It is being confidently stated along 
Fleet street, London, that another 
merger is imminent among the Lon- 
don dailies. “The Morning Post” 

nd “The Daily Telegraph” are ex- 

ected to combine. Both papers 
have circulations around 150,000, 
which means nothing in London 
journalism. 

“The Post” is regarded as a ritzy 
organ with conservative views, while 
“The Telegraph” is essentially a 


and trade papers. The recent heavy 
increase is due to the growing num- 
ber of foreign correspondents since 
the industry went into the foreign- 
language field. 

This number represents legitimate 
correspondents, but doesn’t include 
those trying to get into the studios 
on a free-lance basis. Counting 
these the number would be more 
than 400. 

Of the 200 at least half are sup- 
ported entirely by their scribbling 
activities. Other half is made up of 
part-timers, filling in with acting, 
technical advising at the studios, 
and fiction. 

De luxe list, recognized for first- 
night tickets at all openings, com- 
prises 10 fan magazines, 12 trade 
papers and 26 syndicates and im- 


portant national papers, exclusive 
of the local sheets. 
The legitimate foreign corre- 


spondent list numbers 40. 


Safety First and Last 

A certain poet, turned magazine 
editor, uses many of his own short 
stories in his mag, but under aliases. 
Doesn’t want his following to know 
he’s writing prose, nor is he certain 
that any other fiction mag would 
accept his stuff. 

But he draws payment for his 
stories from his mag. 


Ritters Flop in Paterson 

Ritter Bros.’ invasion of Pater- 
son, N. J., proved disastrous, the 
brothers suspending last week their 
“Press-Guardian.” The Ritters ac- 
quired that daily about six months 
ago and immediately inaugurated 
a carrier-delivery system, antagon- 
izing the newsdealers. Other mis- 
fortunes followed. Last week saw 
the last issue, leaving the Paterson 
field to the “Morning Call” and 
“Evening News.” 

Ritters have in New York the 
“Journal of Commerce” and a Ger- 
man-lauguage daily, and a number 
of newspaper properties elsewhere. 


They are endeavoring to allocate 


come out in the fall. 


the staff of the defunct “Press- 
Guardian” among their other papers. 


After Stories 


Harry Steeger, who with Harold 
Goldsmith has formed a new pub- 
lishing company to issue four new 
mags, as yxeported here, wants 
stories, and plenty of thém, from 
all comers. Each of the mags will 
specialize in flying, detective, gang- 
ster and western fiction. 

Steeger calls his new organization 
Popular Publications, Inc., and has 
established offices in the “Daily 
News” building on 42d street, New 
York, 


Queens’ New Daily 
A new daily is being plotted for 
Queens (lL. 1) with the backing of 
William Large, local banker. No 
staff selections yet, but wait until 
New York’s million or so unat- 
tached newspapermen read this! 


Ferriss’ Civic Post 
Ben Ferriss, for 10 years ad and 
pub manager for F. & R. (theatre 
circuit) and for six months city 
editor of St. Paul “News,” left that 
job this week to go as public rela- 
tions man with Minneapolis Civic 
and Commerce Association. 
Allen Wagner, former city editor 
of Fargo “Forum,” sits in on the 
paper. 


“Eagle” Changes Mind 
“Brooklyn “Eagle” has rescinded 
its original ruling and vacations are 
now paid for in full without any 
strings of an enforced supplemen- 
tary lay-off of a fortnight without 
pay. 


Burkhardt’s Second 

Rob Ruckharat, Fox studio p.a. in 
Hollywood, has his second novel in 
print. It's “The Girl with Red Hair,” 
published by Crosset & Dunlap. 
Burkhardt and his wife write un- 
der the collaboration pen name of 
Beb Eden. 


Some Dirty? 
They are asking $20 a copy for 
James Joyce’s new book, “Haveth 
Childers Everywhere,” yet his 
“Ulysses,” banned in this country, 
fetches less. ‘ 


Hershfeld’s Book 
Harry Hershfeld’s first book will 
Called “Swell 
People,” printed by Elf Co. 
Cartoonist is said to have re- 


ceived a $5,000 advance and is not 


alarmed. 


. “Queer People’—Carroll and 


1 
2 
3. “Night Nurse”—Dora, Macy. 
4. “Cimarron”’—Edna Ferber. 
5 

6 


. “Strange Death of President 


enon of the year, with all stores 


Los Angeles daily. 
June, 


HOLLYWOOD'S READING 


(Consensus of trade at Satyr Book Shop, Hollywood Book Store, 
Pat Hunt’s and Esme _—s shops.) 
iction 


. “Chances—A. Hamilton Gibbs, 


. “Laments for the Living”’—Dorothy Parker. 
. “Sweet Man’’—Gilmore Millen. 
Non-Fiction 


1 

2. “Mata Hari”’—Maj. Thomas Coulson, 
3. “Hot Countries”’—Alec Waugh. 

4. “The Last Paradise’—Hickman Powell. 

5. “My Thirty Years War”’—Margaret Anderson. , 

The Graham brothers, picture p. a.’s, furnish the literary phenom- 


more Millen, of “Sweet Man,” is another local boy, columnist on a 
No differences of opinion on the best sellers for 


Garrett Graham. 


Harding”—Gaston B. Means, 


sold out on “Queer People.” Gil- 


sound by disc. This means a handi- 
cap especially with Fox. ‘The three 
theatres of the Wilton concern at 
The Hague, City, Odeon and Flora 


Fox by which they obtain prac- 
tically exclusive rights on Fox pro- 
ductions, having a two weeks’ op- 
tion of showing Fox films at the 
Hague. 

With the remaining 67 theatres 
only able to reproduce sound on 
disc, Fox’s business in Holland is 
very limited. 


Zoning Problem 


(Continued from page 28) 


parison runs equally although not 
as long. 

Questions 
Question is for the exhib how this 
setup differs from old system 
whereof the exhibs squawked about 
so loud and often. On this score 


a fight before ratification is the inside 


from MPTOA members. Latter, 
however, wish the home rule zon- 
ing plan and not centralized system. 
Hays’ zoning idea is already at 
work in three spots. These are Los 
Angeles, Kansas City and Detroit. 
With Chicago, Omaha and Milwau- 
kee expected this week. Argument 
of the home rulers is that zoning 
is impracticable under the central- 
ized system. To make proper pro- 
tection leeway it’s got to be done 
by men and system right in the 
district. District meaning key 
center. 

Some towns like Denver and Butte 


Theresa 
short story in the forthcoming Aug- 
ust issue of “College Humor,” is 
the widow of the late Coles Phillips, 
the famous illustrator. Since her 
husband’s death Mrs. Phillips has 
taken to writing, with a number of 
her tales set for printing in the 
class mags. 


George Gershwin’s “Book of 
Songs” is scheduled by Simon & 
Schuster for the fall. Book will 
include 16 of Gershwin’s composi- 
tions with piano arrangements of 
each as played by him, Gershwin 
himself to write the foreword, 


Josie Lederer is in Hollywood 
from London representing three 
English magazines. She will do a 
series for each on the colony. 


Europe Sound Study 


(Continued from page 7) 


chronized sound films are flat at 
present. 

3elzgium reports no interest after 
a short enthusiasm at start; Den- 
mark the same, 

Germany—A good start but now 
flat. 

England—A rush 
luke-warm interest. 

Yugo Slavia—F lat. 

Holland—Only draws people when 
established silent films have been 
synchronized and are repeated 
again; public does not like syn- 
chronized talkies in languages 
which it does not understand. 

Sweden and Czechoslovakia— 
Same as in Denmark. 

The gist of the report is that the 
synchronized talker has no chance 
whatever. The main difficulty is 
the language and, as it too costly 
to make talkers in all the various 
languages, things are at a stand- 
still, 

There is a special angle attached 
to the wiring in Holland. Of the 
87 theatres wired, there are 10 
Western Electric plants and 10 
Lutaphoned-wired. These 20 can 
use of sound track or disc; the re- 
maining 67 can only reproduce 


at start, now 


are spotted as not needing zoning, 
while others need it badly and 
that’s where the centralized system 
takes a sock, 
Under the home rule system in- 
stituted by Hays the zoning is done 
by a committee composed of two 
distribs, two exhibs and two cir- 
cuit representatives. Distribs here 
means exchange men. 

Home Rule? 
Allied exhibs on the other hand take 
it that home rule means home rule 
for Hays and Hays figures cen- 
tralized means a job for somebody 
in Allied. Neither wants to give. 
The new long form. contract 
scheduled to be the constitution of 
the industry and more a moral code 
on business ethics and rights under 
custom than a quasi statutory docu- 
ment, however, has got to go 
through several other procedures 
before becoming the magna charter 
of the film biz. 

Some angles came out of that At- 
lantic City confab where the dele- 
gates paid couvert charges on their 
breakfast checks at the Ambassa- 
dor. 

Long Distance Ratification 

Committee of three representa- 
tives, Gabriel Hess, Frank Walker 
and Abram Meyers, has been dele- 
gated to write in the changes which 
were agreed upon in Atlantic City. 
After that, the document will go to 
the exhib organizations for ratifica- 
tion and also for the distribs. It’s 
taken that the M.P.T.O.A. reps were 
fully empowered at the confab and 
so what was agreed upon by them 
at the confab is final for their or- 
ganization’s members. For the Al- 
lied, it’s got to go to the various 
state units for adoption. " Which 
means a 50-50 way either side of 
the ratification angle. 

Inside is that if the contract can 
stay put on the 120-day protection 
clause that the Allied will give in 
to home rule zoning. 

Score Charges 

Another contention is the score 
charge. This matter was left out 
of the contract at the Atlantic City 
confab after it brought on much 
argument especially from the Allied 
end. Distribs taking it that the 


matter can be adjusted by negotia- 
tion with the individual exhib. Ex- 


(all wired W. E.) have signed with |’ 


hibs contend the 
should be eliminated. 

The matter directly concerns more 
the use of discs than sound of film. 
If the film biz reverted to an all 
sound on film basis the score charge 
would go out of being. The distribs 
hold that some charge should be 
made for the use of discs, etc, 
Which put that way may bring 
about a peculiar bargaining situa- 
tion between the exhib and distrib 
and very likely be settled by nego- 
tiations with the individual dis- 
trib. 

The greater number of score 
charges are likely to come from W. 
B. and F. N., which specialize in 
discs, with the other companies 
laying it down. 

Arbitration 

Outside of this the main item of 

adoption by the conference was the 
establishment of a permanent arbi- 
tration system. Skeletonized along 
legal grounds it’s the most com- 
prehensive and unusual system ever 
adopted by any industry. Its big 
feature is a court of equity or final 
adjudication to which exceptional or 
extraordinary issues can be brought 
than might be possible of adjudica- 
tion in the district arbitration. 
This court will have represen- 
tation in arbiters from _ Allied, 
MPTOA and the Distribs. Distribs 
and exhibs to have equal represen- 
tation—three exhibs and three dis- 
tribs. The exhibs will be chosen 
from panel of six members named 
by Allied and MPTOA. When this 
court cannot agree a seventh ar- 
biter from the outside and not con- 
nected with the industry will be 
called in. 


score charge 


Chains or ale 
filiated theatres or exhibs will be 
permitted to sit in where the final 
award may affect their interests. 


5% Elimination 


Other important point worked out 
is granting to exhibitors who pay 
no more than $250 film rental a 5% 
elimination privilege on contracts 
of 20 films or more providing the 
exhib’s not in default. It’s figured 
that this cut wll apply to about 20% 
of the country’s exhibitors. 

In arbitration it is voluntary 
whether the exhib picks it or not. 
If he doesn’t distrib can demand 
deposit by writing in clause to pro- 
tect himself. That’s a matter of in- 
dividual negotiation and credit. De- 
posit clause is not part of contract 
—so far. 

Gain for Exhibs in Shorts 

A gain for the exhib is noted in 
the new selling system devised 
where shorts and newsreels will be 
sold separately. The exhib can elect 
to buy the short subjects and news- 
reel or not without reference to his 
buy on feature product. 

Other things have been worked 
out. In a measure the settlement 
of these problems is due to Sid 
Kent, Paramount general manager, 
who held the confab in check and 
guided it whenever a shoal or rock 
was struck either on the bottom 
or hurled overhead. Surprise all 
around was unanimity of opinion 
on most clauses by the exhib rep- 
resentatives. 

Confab went into checking abuses 
and stuck by the rule to figure ren- 
tals on an exhib who fails to com- 
plete booked run on basis of 65% 
of the daily average of the past 30 
days. 

Conference has plenty to do yet in 
working out machinery in accord- 
ance with agreed contract clauses. 
It.is to that end that Messrs. Hess, 
Walker and Myers have been ap- 
pointed. 

It is likely that after they have 
done so, another session may be 
called to settle the zoning problem 
before the contract actually goes 
down for ratification. Distribs are 
scheduled to meet before this weel’ 
is over on that score at the Hays 


office. 


— 
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fen if Any Music Publishers 
Certain of Earning Any Profit 
Before Next September, Earliest 


A SOLO WILL DO! 


An agent phoned a musician 
about a job. He wanted some- 
one who could double on string 
instruments. 

“Well, I play the banjo and 
the guitar.” 

“That's swell. When can you 
start?” 

“Well, it'll take $20 to get the 


advent 
into the music field, with their elas- 
tic cheque books, is blamed for 
countenancing loose business tactics 
in the conduct of their music pub- 
lishing adjuncts. 


The film companies probably deem 
it a desirable free ad to have a song 
announced as being from such-and- 
such picture, hence they pay lav- 
ishly for special arrangements of 
that number and also an “induce- 
ment” fee to the orchestra leader, 
all of which they regard as very 
worth while. 


As a result, there now exists al- 
most as much money-paying and 
other considerations in the business 
as before the time the M. P. P. A. 
was ‘organized to stamp out this 
act-paying evil. It has been on a 
Big FEusiness aspect, if anything, 
further propagated by the big busi- 
ness interests, which probably re- 
gard their music adjuncts as minor 
conveniences. 

With the film companies spending 
freely for exploitation, a song on the 
radio, going info millions of homes, 
and carrying with it a free adv. for 
the film from which it emanates, 
may be regarded as great stuff and 
costing very little comparatively. 

Latterly, with the bigger net- 
works curbing the free ads for the 
picture titles, even greater financial 
pressure has been brought to bear 
to get these very things across. 

In the Red, 

Result now is that with the ex- 
ceptions of only the smallest of 
firms which might have only the 
rent on the office and the piano and 
the stenog for overhead, every mu- 
sic publisher is daily losing money. 
None will be out of the red until 
September. So far as June, July 
and August are concerned, the only 
outlook that is rosy-hued is on the 
debit side of the ledger. 

That goes also for the recording 
companies, whose enterprise de- 
pends on the basic musical copy- 
right. 

Many other evils figure in this, 
the lowest ebb of the music busi- 
ness. The attitude of NBC in cur- 
tailing plugs of the “outside” pub- 
lishers, notably the Warner group, 
although Metro-Robbins and Para- 


complaining, is another stiff cause 
for grievance. 

Allegations that Rocco Vocco on 
behalf of Radio Music Co., Keith 
McLeod, Bertha Brainerd et al., of 
the NBC, sit in on the commercial 
program-plottings and “suggest” the 
NBC’S own song publication for the 
big plugs, figure strongly all along. 

Distinctions 

What is a particular burn-up to 
the Warner group, which includes 
the veteran Harms and Witmark 
firms, is that these companies’ Kern, 
Gershwin, Romberg, Friml and kin- 
dred songs are used right along for 
the backbone and background of 
such standards hours as Palm Olive, 
Veedol et al., but that the big song 
plugs of the current hits, which is 
what carries every publisher for his 
immediate profit, are confined to 
their own Radio Music (Feist, 
Fischer et al.) copyrights. 

Rather to the displeasure of the 
individual executives of each of the 
Warner group of music publisher is 
that the executive heads of the 
combined firms take a passive attf- 
tude for the time being, biding their 
time until some plans that they 
have will eventuate. Whether it’s 
the formation of the rival Warner 
radio network or other tactical 
moves have yet to be disclosed. 

DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, one 
of the Warner group, so far as the 
radio plug is concerned, has been 
forced to trade demands for “Thank 
Your Father” from “Flying High” to 
force a plug for its other pop pub- 
lications. The .show number is 
radio-restricted, but whenever a 
leader wants to comply with popu- 
lar requests and perform the num- 
ber, the copyright owner gives spe- 
cial permission solely wita the pro- 
viso that certain other of its num- 
bers be conjunctively exploited. 


Bands in L. A. 
Hollywood, July 8. 
Ben Bernie’s band closes July 16 
at the Egyptian. Ken Howell's 
Collegians follow. 
Bernie still remains at Blossom 
Room of the Hotel Roosevelt. 


‘VOGEL AFTER SHERIDAN 


banjo out of hock and 10 bucks 
to take the guitar out.” 

“Oh-h, you better bring the 
guitar then.” 


ON COAST FOR PAY OFF 


San Francisco, July 8. 
Frank Sheridan, former Broadway 
actor, retired and now living in 
Carmel, Cal., was hailed into court 
in Salinas, Cal. last week to explain 
why he hadn’t settled a judgment of 
$24,095 due Jerry J. Vogel. Sheri- 
dan told the court he was broke. 
The judgment grew out of an ac- 
tion against the John Franklin Mu- 
sic Company, which published ‘Mar- 
cheta.” Sheridan is said to have 
been the head of the music firm. Whiteman’s star arranger, always 
Further hearing was set for Sept.| nuts about children, adopted one, 
30. and now has another of his own. 
Hall is stepping out as a comedian 
at a sizable increase with a Publix 
unit, being a veteran musician with 
the Whiteman organization. 


Inside Stufl—Music 


¢ 75% Below Normal Orders 
Dealers orders are now approximately 75% below normal. The slump 
is far below preceding hot weather months. The dealers also are now 
constantly in fear of overstocking. 


WHITEMAN CELEBRATION 


Double Event for Grofe and Hall in 
Pelham 


The arrival of Ferdinand Rudolph 
von Grofe, Jr., Ferde Grofe’s first 
youngster, and the departure of 
Wilbur Hall to go Publix, were the 
occasion for a double celebration by 
Paul Whiteman’s orchestra at Paul’s 
Pelham home. 


Harold Spina, formerly with Meyer 
Gusman, now in the professional 
department of Robbins. 


Hard Work to Be “Popular” . 


Newspaper contest for the most popular radio perfermer bring phone 
books in heavy employ. - 

Radio performers, in their anxiety to make sure they are listed among 
the top notchers in the contest, fill out hundreds of coupons daily 
from names and addresses procured by pouring through the telephone 
books, 


N.B.C. Instructions 


Remote broadcasting artists on the chain networks of the N.B.C. are 
evidencing their partiality to Radio Music Co. publications, aver the 
competitive publishers, because they figure it is good policy for an N.B.C. 
band or singer to co-operate with an N.B.C. music publishing subsidiary. 

This outside influence, in addition to the allegations that N.B.C.-artists 
are instructed to feature Radio Music copyrights at the expense of the 
other publications, has the music boys buzzing. 


Popular “Bolero” as a Burn-Up 


popularity after performed about six or seven times during the past 
season by the Philharmonic and later by the Boston Symphony. 

Two sets of records out, one issued by Brunswick and imported from 
France, and the other by Victor. In the Brunswick disks Ravel conducts 
and takes four sides; in the Victor Koussevitsky conducts and gets it 
done on three sides. 

Ravel is still burning because of the way Toscanini changed the tempo 
to suit himself. 


Brunswick’s New Panatrope 

The new Brunswick Panatrope, reported going on sale about Aug 1, 
will automatically change as high as 22 records on one setting. Con- 
tention is made that but four seconds is necessary for the machine to 
pick up the succeeding disc. Combination cabinet, also housing a radio, 
will retail for $400 with Brunswick dealers said to have guaranteed the 
sale of 125,000 of these machines the first year. 

Brunswick’s latest is the work of 60 engineers and on the sound end 
carries the same tubes as are used in broadcasting stations. These tubes 
are given much of the credit for not only the increased volume but a 
finer tone resonance for which claim is made. 

Machine was first displayed to Warner Brothers executives at the 
recent convention in Atlantic City. Several will be shipped to the Coast 
studios. 


“Writing From Hunger” 

About 99% of the songwriters guaranteed $25,000 to $50,000 a year 
on the Coast were lucky to get a $100 or $150 weekly drawing account 
with a music publisher in the not so long ago days, and with it pack 
in 18 hours a day hustling around plugging, rehearsing, warbling them- 
selves over the ether and what-not, just for the plug. 

Now, like musical princelings, with cars and Beverley Hills’ bunga- 
lows, and $750 and $1,000 weekly pay-checks whether or not their songs 
sell, most of them don’t really care. 

That’s the most they would gross in the old days if they ever turned 
a hit or two a year, and here it’s underwritten to them. So, when 
called upon to fashion a theme, it’s just another form of “I love you” 
ballad fitted to the same finale-clinch situation. 

The 1930 Gold Rush to California is on its wane, according to all this. 
And the “writing from hunger” may have its circle once again with 
songs more to the mass appeal. 


Chicago “Tribune” which has been at odds with Amos ’n’ Andy since 
the team left them for the “Daily News” station, WMAQ, three years 
ago, last week took a slap at them, but printed a semi-retraction when 
the team threatened libel suit. The Trib’s first story was headed “Amos 
'n’ Andy (In Flesh) Ruined Home, Wife Says,” in a divorce story, pre- 
sumably a dispatch out of Reno. The N.B.C. offices burned up the wires 
at the so-called attempt to wreck the team’s rep, and Trib printed a 
short, tongue-in-cheek retraction. 

The Trib was the only paper to carry the story. They fed it to the 
press associations but were turned down. It was also reported that 
the Chi “Herald and Examiner,” Hearst sheet and rival morning rag, 
is hot to follow up the story in an attack on the Tribune’s method, 


(Continued on page 58) 


Leone of the best selling records of the winter season has been a recent 
composition for orchestras, Ravel's which attained a 


Fox Theatres Out to Plug Red Star 
Music 1007,; Making Its Own Disks 


WARNERS CURTAILING 
THEME SONGS IN PCTS. 


Warner songwriters returned 
from the coast state that Warners 
will use no songs in pictures until 
the first of the year unless the pic- 
ture to be produced is a musical. 

Surplus of songs and that they 
weaken a natural picture plot are 
given as the reasons. 

Report means that Warners will 
have no theme song to an other- 
wise straight dramatic or farce pic- 
ture as “Under a Texas Moon” in 
“Under a Texas Moon.” 

About the first of the year, War- 
ners will decide whether to con- 
tinue omitting songs from all pic- 
tures not musicals or whether to 
resume the previous policy. 


CASTILIAN REOPENS; 
NO COVEUR OR MINIMUM 


Former Castilian road house in 
Pelham, Bronx, now Bavarian Gar- 
dens, has reopened without a coveur 
or minimum check charge. It is 
under the same Hanson-Wagner- 
Goldman management. 

A la carte menu with German 
beer garden orchestra and a lot af 
German delicatessen ready to serve. 


As the Castilian the place opened 
and closed this season with no 
coveur and a minimum charge of 
$2. It cost about $12,000 in May 
and June, when closing to re-equip 
for the beer garden scheme. 

The Castilian since opening about 
seven years ago by the Crying 
Goldmans represents a total loss in 
all of that time of nearly $200,000. 
First season has been its only 
profitable one. 


WARNERS NOT ADDING 
TO ITS 110 COUNTERS 


Warners’ music sales department 
will ma tions_to their 
present list of 110 music counters 
until the fall but will get all counters 
now under control into ship-shape. 

During the past week two new 
counters were added in the Litt- 
man-Wolf store, Portland, Ore., and 
in the Phillip Werlein store, New 
Orleans. 


Jack Major’s Claim on 
B-B Disc Contract 


Chicago, July 8. 
Jack Major, vaude single, now on 
an R-K-O route, has filed suit 
against the Brunswick-Balke-Col- 
lander company for $2,500, claiming 
damages and breach of contract. 
According to the bill, Major in 
June, 1928, engaged to m@ke six 
double-faced records for Bruns- 
wick, with an option for. another 
year’s contract. Major made two 
records in the first year of the con- 
tract and one in the second. 


Major alleges that the making 
of the record in the second year 


automatically renewed the contract. 


Music Corp.’s Counters 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Music Sales Corp. has officially 
taken over operation of music coun- 
ters in 13 of the Newberry 5 and 
10-cent stores along the Coast. It 
also has options of operating music 
counters in 34 other Newberry 
stores in the western territory. 

A survey is now being made to 
determine which stores in this string 
are the most suitable, and installa- 
tion of new counters will be made 
accordingly. 


CABARET BLOWS UP 

- Scott Moore’s nite club venture, 
Lido Gardens, Astoria, L. L, blew up 
after a week’s operation with talent 
and help left holding the bag for the 
week’s salary. 

Moore, former road show pro- 
ducer, patterned the Lido along the 
same lines as Coffee Dan's, Los An- 


geles. 


GREATER N. Y. BOROUGH 


With Pat Flaherty’s return from é. 
the coast, where he convened with 
the Fox officials there, the entire 
Fox organization hereafter will give % 
full strength backing to their music 
subsidiary, Fox’s Red Star, which 
heretofore was given but little at- 
tention. 

Thst first move in this direction 
is putting all of Fox's West Coast 
theatres behind Red Star with 
every organist and orchestra or- 
dered to plug as many Red Star 
tunes as possible. West Coast the- 
atres will also be equipped with 
music counters along the lines of 
those in Publix theatres, the count- 
ers to carry a full line of Red Star 
publications, but only the hit tunes 
of the other companies. If the 
counters click on the coast they 
will later be installed in the Mid- 
wesco and Fox’s eastern houses, 


Letters with signatures of Winnie 
Sheehan or Harold B. Franklin 
have gone out to every organist and 


pit leader in each Fox house 7 
throughout the country telling 
them to plug Red Star. Same goes 


for Fanchon & Marco units, which 
will use solely Red Star music, 


Another plug will be the trailers, 
to be accompanied by the main song 
in that picture with a line in the 
trailer reading “you are now listen- 
ing to ‘So and So,’ adapted from 
this production.” First trailer of 
this type to be used will be for 
“Song of My Heart.’ . 


Fox has also lined up repeat plugs . 
wherever incidental music is 
needed, such as during ballroom or 
theatre scenes, etc., when repeats 
on Red Star songs will be used. In 
this manner “I’m in the Market for- 
You,” which was featured in “High 
Society Blues,” is slated to be re- 
peated four or five times in various 
other Fox productions, ; 


Red Star, beginning about Sep- 4. 
tember, intends putting out an un- 
breakable disc, along the lines of 
Durnem’s “Hit of the Week” rec- 
ord, but will have two sides to each 
disc; price not definitely settled, to 
be either 25 or 35 cents. 


BAN “CANNED” MUSIC 


Brooklyn, July 8. 

The Borough of Queens, through ; 
Commissioner Albert C. Benninger, 
banned canned music in the various 
parks. Various music organizations 
have joined with him in an assault ¢ | 
of the canned industry. 

Previously radio programs were 
broadcast in all the parks. 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Gene Morgan and Charley Kaley 
will m. c. in some of the Stanley 
houses. Both boys push off on four 
weeks bookings under options. t 
the Stanley ., J 


Morgan-Kaley M.C’ing 


Morgan opens at 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 14, and Kaley i: 
due at the Eranford, Newark, Aug, 
1. Bill Perlberg made the arrangee- 
ments in each case. 


A New Star 


United Artists can’t decide 
whether it is being kidded or not, 
Inquiries have been received 


whether Tschaikowsky appears pere- 
sonally in the “Overture of 1812.” 
This is the title of one of UA’s 
musical shorts made by Hugo Reigé- 
enfeld. 


Vic Meyers’ Cafe Raided _ 
Seattle, July 8. 4 
Raiding the Club Victor, acti 
sive cafe, as one of the last actS@ wi 
of the deposed Federal dry officials? 
resulted in improved business at 
Vie Meyers’ club, where 10 guests 
were arrested, each posting $10 
bail. The band leader-cafe man 
ager had to put up $1,500 bonds 
charged with conducting a nuisance#@ 
When the raid was pulled, 500R% 
were in the place. No persons were 
searched, but those who had liquor 
in sight were pinched, 
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.You So Much,” “10 Cents a Dance,” 
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Along the Coast Attention, Weber! Inside Stuft—Music 
By Bill Swigart Hollywood, July 8. 
pic- (Continued from page 57) 

Until George Olsen ana Ben | where,” “exactly Like You,” “If I}| Principal finishes prea oa reg aa were for many years associated with the Trib station 
Bernie established themselves as] Had a Girl Like You,” “Singing a number the musicians § WGN as Sam 'n’ Henry, but switched to Daily News WMAQ in 1928 


permanent Coast band attractions, 
the previous home town bands, like 
a lot of artists, gave their services 
gratis to local and national radio 
broadcasting for the resulting pub- 
licity. 


With a precedent established for 
donating services to commercial air 
programs, it was hard for Olsen to 
break it until the opportune time. 
This came when Ben Bernie was 
asked to furnish the MJB half hour 
programs with dance music. He 
couldn’t take it at the time because 
of other engagements, but turned 
the offer over to Olsen, who in turn, 
asked and is receiving $750 for each 
half hour broadcast over a period 
of 26 weeks, Since then Bernie has 
become established in the Roosevelt 
hotel Blossom Room where he is 
required to give a half hour local 
broadcast over KFWB as a mutual 
advertising setup between himself 
and the hotel. But before agreeing 
to this, Bernie insisted on having 
the right to sell this period to any 
commercial account. Several ac- 
counts are now angling for this time 
and when consummated the nightly 
broadcast over KFWB will become 
a three-way proposition. 


The only strictly local band re- 
ceiving money from a commercial 
air account is Earl Burtnett’s, which 
for the past year has been hroad- 
casting two hours of dance music 
over KHJ six nights each week. 
This is a local broadcast, going 
over the Don Lee network of four 
stations, for which the band is re- 
ported to be receiving less than 
$750 per week on a yearly contract, 


A report from Vancouver, B. C., 
states that the three best sellers 
in popular sheet music in that city 
for the past month have been “The 
Stein Song,” “When I'm Looking at 
You,” and “The White Dove.” 

Best sellers in Los Angeles for 
the week ending July 3, in the order 
of sales as collated from reports 
by leading jobbers and retailers of 
this city are: “Dancing With Tears 
In My Eyes,” “It Happened in 
Monterey,” “The Stein Song,” “You 
Brought a New Kind of Love,” “So 
Beats My Heart,” “When the Bloom 
is on the Sage,” “Springtime in the 
Rockies,” “Living in the Sunlight,” 
“My Future Just Passed,” “I Love 


Song to the Stars,” and “The Kiss 
Waltz.” 


Musical Events 


Russell Bennett, associated with 
Jerome Kern for many years, has 
just completed a mareh embodying 
the latest in futuristic and ultra- 
modern effects. It will be intro- 
Cuced as an added attraction at 
the Symphony ct the Stars pro- 
gram to b estaged at the Hoiliyvvocd 
Bowl July 19. A piano duet, by 
Oscar Levart and the composer, 
will feature the arrangem@gnt. 

Another furihcoming musica: 
event, at the Ilvllywood bowl Au- 
gust 25, will have David Broeckman, 
Universal studio musical director, 
2s guest conductor of a symphony 
ef 85 pieces, supplemented by Law- 
rence Tibbett. This is for the ben- 
efit of the Los Angeles French hos- 
pital. 


Symphony orchestra leaders, who 
have won their spurs on ability 
to direct massive music aggrega- 
ticus, can’t unde‘stand when comings 
lere to direct icr pictures why the 
rroducers won't give them the same 
amount of men to furnish a s771e 
for j-ictures. Just recentiy one-ot 
the New Yorx symphony orchestra 
leaders was ineported here and 
asked for 85 men to score a pic-° 
ture. He was given 16 and made 
to like it, but when the result was 
reproduced on the screen the pro- 
ducers didn’t like it either, A week’s 
labor had to be discarded and the 
job turned over to a conductor more 
familiar with screen technicque and 
tricks. In two days he scored the 
picture with the same 16 men, 
Quality of music isn’t as good as 
what hight be rendered with a sym- 
phony and an able leader, but it 
was good enough to please the ear 
of the producers, and after all, 
that’s commercial to the nth degree. 
The symphony director is on his 
way back to New York, declaring 
he doesn’t want any part of the 
picture business. 

/ 


Things are hard to understand in 
Hollywood: Why Ted Fiorito uses 
a dash between the Fio and Rito 
when in other cities it’s just plain 
Fiorito....Why some song pluggers 
attend baseball games and expect 


their tunes to get by on their mer- 


ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 


| IRVING AARONSON | 


|THE BRICK TOPS | 


and HIS COMMANDERS 
Special Engagement 
GRANADA CAFE 
CHICAGO 


TAL HENRY 


and His ORCHESTRA 
Victor Records 
Warner Bros.-Vitaphone Artists 
Exclusive Management 


Orchestra Corp. of America 
1650 Broadway. New York 


FREDDIE RICH | 


Columbia Broadcasting 
System 
WABC, New York City 


JESSE STAFFORD 


and His ORCHESTRA 
Now in Second Year at 


PALACE HOTEL 


San Francisco 


Station 


(Brunswick Records) 
Featuring His and Gene Rose’s 


“TONIGHT” 


“KING OF JAZZ” 
(Universal Picture) 


|PAUL WHITEMAN| 


) HOLLYWOOD GARDENS 
™ (World’s Largest Roadhouse) 


PELHAM, N. Y. 
Personal Rep.: JAS. F. GILLESPIE 


(PARISIAN RED HEADS) 
America’s Greatest Girl Band 


Permanent Address 


28 West North St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


FROM DETROIT 
JEAN GOLDKETTE| 


Orchestras 
VICTOR RECORDS 
Office: 812 Book Tower 
DETROIT 


GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 


THE PLANTATION 
CULVER CITY, CAL. 
VICTOR RECORDS 


JACQUES RENARD 


and his 
Cocoanut Grove Orchestra 
BOSTON 


Now playing SHORE GARDENS 
Nantasket Beach, Mass. 


| B. A. ROLFE | 


Radio’s Premier Conductor 
LUCKY STRIKE 


Dance Orchestra 
Thrice Weekly Over N. B. C. 


| ANSON WEEKS 


(| PHIL FABELLO | 


and His 
_R-K-O Entertainers 


‘Liesters of the Fabello Policy 


R-K-O COLISEUM, New York 
indefinitely 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Back Aaain! 
MARK HOPKINS HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO 


COLUMBIA RECORDS 
Exclusive Management M. C. A. 


up and yell: “Bravo!” 


its....Oscar Levant is always miss- 
ing when paged in the Roosevelt 
hotel lobby....Joe Barton prefixes 
his name with Doctor although he 
won't be eligible for a diploma until 
1933....Arthur Franklin will never 
admit he is wrong in any kind of 
an argument....Mort Dixon and 
Lew Pollock don’t like Hollywood. 
....Frankie Richardson can’t sing 
without accompaniment by Dave 
Franklin....Songwriters spreading 
propaganda that there will be no 
need of music or songs in talking 
pictures within the next three 
months? 


Disk Reviews 


By Bob Landry 

Paul Whiteman 
(Columbia 2224) “Old New Eng- 
land Moon” and “Sitting on a Rain- 
bow,” especially the former, provide 
good openings for the White- 
man-Grofe technique. Good listen- 
ing. 


Charleston Chasers 


(Columbia 2219) Mostly noise be- 
hind “Wasn't It Nice?” and “Here 
Comes Emily Brown.” Disc-buyers 
divide pretty sharply on just this 
very point. 

Disciples of volume will go for 
this item. Supporters of melody 
will frown. 

Ben Selvin 


(Columbia 2221) Here’s an emi- 
nently satisfactory couplet winning 
praise without any modifying ad- 
jectives. 

“Around the Corner” has a pip 
tempo and swing while “With My 
Guitar and You” in softer cadences 
is not less insinuating. 


Ipana Troubadours. 


(Columbia 2220) Radio band 
sounds better on “Sing a Happy 
Little Thing” and “Promises” than 
it has on most of their recent discs. 
General average on the couplet 
is pretty* good. 


Earl Burtnett 


(Brunswick 4830) On the Pacific 
Coast where it has been a swank 
hotel band for six years or more, 
the Burtnett recordings have a way 
of being among the first six pretty 
regularly. Elsewhere sales 
ought to reveal healthy upward ten- 
dencies for the boys have good 
ideas and a feeling for crooning. 
“Singing a Song to the Stars” 
from Metro’s “Way Out West” and 
“So Beats My Heart” are some- 
what heavier than usual but pleas- 
urable to hear. 
June Pursell 

(Brunswick 4827) Miss Pursell has 
clear diction, sweetness and vocal 
personality. She makes “Good For 
You—Bad For Me” and “Ten Cents 
a Dance” quite interesting. 

J. H. Squire Octet 

(Columbia 2215) For the philhar- 
monically educated there’s ‘Minuet 
in G”’ by the Celeste Octet. 


Ordinary folks can enjoy the 
fancily-titled “Toreodor Et An- 
dolouse,” extremely pretty. 


J. Harold Murray 

(Brunswick 4836) Fox’s singing 
hero records for Warners’ waxworks 
“Smile, Legionaire” from the Fox 
picture, “Women Everywhere.” This 
is a stalwart stomp with gutty 
lyrics and a masculine theme. 

“Beware of Love,” reversing, is a 
trifle dull, 

Ben Bernie 

(Brunswick 4837) Ben Bernie re- 
mains a fairly active recorder, bis 
releases being spaced _ sufficiently 
close for him to be represented in 
mest parlors. 

“Sharing” is nice but “The Kiss 
Waltz” has too vague and unde- 
fined a melody to mean much. 


Irving Mills 


(Brunswick 4838) Mills is one of 
the most prolific recorders in the 


business although comparatively 
little goes out under his own bill- 
ing. 


He may well publicize “Crazy 
About My Gal” and “Railroad Man,” 
two pips of the frenzied tempo 


school. 
Eddie Walters 


(Columbia 2223) Walters” con- 
tributes heat to “Girl Trouble.” Re- 
versing is “Bench in the Park” done 
by Paul Whiteman’s three rhythm 
boys, Crosby, Rinker and Barrios. 

This is fairly good but not up to 
what they’ve done before. 


Duke Ellington and his band are 
being offered to Los Angeles stay- 
up-late spots for four weeks start- 
ing August 4. Band will arrive 
here on that date to work in Radio’s 
“Amos Andy” picture. 


at the expiration of their contract. 


Danny Winkler, 


oldest member of the A. S., 


have fallen. 


will remain as heretofore. 


Rudy Vallee.” 


Bob King, Alias “Mary Earl,” 71. 


Robert King, one of the oldest songwriters in the industry and second 
Cc. A. P. (he is 71 years old) has decided 
to write waltzes under his own name. 
signed all his waltzes with the nom-de-plume of “Mary Earl,” which 
is a registered trade-mark and which signature was attached to his 
biggest waltz song hit, “Beautiful Ohio.’ 
own name will be “Moonlight On The Colorado,” published by Shapiro- 
Bernstein, to whom he has been contracted for many years. 

The late Leo Feist’s favorite song, “Beyond The Gates Of Paradise,” 
which was the only song sung at the late publisher’s funeral, was 
written by King 30 years ago and was published by the house of Feist. 


Wanted to use the same name, but 
the Tribune had the title copyrighted. 


Leo Feist Alert Until End 


Alert until the end, the late Leo Feist traded in stocks until within 
two days of his death. Despite his confinement, the music publisher was 
one of the most active Wall street traders. 


Danny Winkler’s Gift 


vice-president of DeSylva, 
points out that up until a month ago his catalog was No. 1 in the 
Warner group of music publishers, and that all concerned will bear him 
out that he gave Witmark’s present hit, “Dancing With Tears in My 
Eyes” to that firm, although having first crack at it. 


Brown & Henderson, 


For the past 20 years King has 


The first waltz to bear his 


Band's Free Plug Ideas 
Orchestras playing at night clubs and roadhouses which d6 not broad- 
cast are propositioning publishers to get free air time. 
like to have the pubs partially pay for the time used and in return will 
give the pub whatever song plugs desired. 


Bands would 


As yet none of the pubs 


No More Changes by W. B. 
Resignation of Jay Witmark from the firm he founded is the last of 
the changes to take place among the Warner publisher subsidiaries. 
Present and original heads of the various publishers under the Warners 


Rudy Eclipses July 4 
A mere trifle like signing the Declaration of Independence is nothing 
to Westbrook (Maine) citizens in comparison with the homecoming of 
Rudy Vallee the latter part of this month. The old town decided to pass 
up celebrating the Fourth of July and put all its energy into Back Home 
Day for Rudy Vallee, the first time he has visited his native burg since 
Broadway adopted him and his Connecticut Yankees. 
at present consist of a big delegation to meet him at the train, a parade 
eonsisting of the entire city’s officials, service clubs, military and secret 
orders, who will wind their way through the principal streets, ending 
at the A. L. hall, where over 500 will dine and toast-the honor guest. 
The town is being decorated throughout for Rudy, and at the entrance 
to the city large signs are erected, ‘““‘Welcome to Westbrook, Home of 


Arrangements 


HERE AND THERE 


Will Osborne goes into the Earl, 
Washington, for three weeks be- 
ginning July 11. It’s a return. 


Joe Venuti, formerly with Paul 
Whiteman’s large orchestra, is now 
recording independently for Okeh 
and others as Venuti and his New 
Yorkers, 


Smith Ballew, the NEC radio 
band leader, recording vocal solos 
sans his orchestra. 


Will Osborne and orchestra re- 
sume picture house tour July 11 at 
the Earle, Washington, D. C., where 
they will be for a fortnight. 


Joe Davis has taken over “Sweet- 
hearts On Parade” from Milton 
Weil, the past pop hit serving as 
the sole theme of Columbia’s pic- 
ture of the same name, which Mar- 
shall Neillan is directing. 


William Russell, formerly m.c. at 
the Capitol, Chicago, switched to 
m.c. at the Palace, Dallas, where he 
will remain indefinitely. 

Bob Wallace has replaced Ron 
and Don as organist at the Para- 
mount, San Francisco. Viola Mayers 
is organist at the Paramount, 
Peekskill, N. Y., which opened last 
week. 


Phil Spitalny with his original 
Hotel Pennsylvania orchestra plays 
The Willows July 28 for a week at 
$3,500, booked by the NBC. 


Mme. Sembrich (remembered by 
opera-goers of the New York Met. 
of 30 years ago) was the rage of 
operatic London. 


A CHOP HOUSE 
OF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


East ef Broadway ———" 


VETERANS OF 
VERSATILITY 
IRVING AARONSON AND HIS 
COMMANDERS 
now at the Granada Cafe, Chi- 
cago, and broadcasting via the 

Columbia System, 
One of the prime reasons for 


this organization’s preeminence 


among entertaining orchestras is 


its famous leader’s choice of 


tunes. For example: 


“THE MOON tS LOW” 
“SINGING A SONG TO THE 


ST 
“CHEER UP, GOOD TIMES 
A E Cc so 
“BLUE IS THE NIGHT” 


| Ropsrns Music Corporatio. 
Publish 


MRS. JESSE CRAWFORD 


ORGANIST 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE, NEW YORK, playing 
“Kitty From Kansas City,” “I Remember You From Somewhere,” 
“My Heart Belongs to the Girl Who Belongs to Somebody Else” 
“Swingin’ in a Hammock” 
WABC every Gataree during PARAMOUNT-PUBLIX HOUR: Sunday from 8:30 te 6:45 


; Monday from 8 te 8:30 


P. M.—Victor Records 


|__| 
| | 
| 
| 
| | | VERN 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
v 
| 
u 
| 
| | 
| 


Wednesday, July 9, 1930 


RADIO 


VARIETY 


NBC Intends Organizing Second 


Artists Bureau in Chi. for Mid-West 


In line with the impending vogue 
for “canned” program broadcasts, 
which is regarded now as part of 
the general stabilization of radio, 
the NBC is reorganizing its Artists’ 
Bureau in Chicago. That city will 
shortly becOme almost as impor- 
tant a broadcast central as New 
York for commercial programs, 
serving as the key of its own mid- 
west and Rocky Mountain network, 
distinctly apart from the eastern 
chain. 

The reason for this is the desire 
to eliminate duplications of broad- 
casts. Several artists must repeat 
their stuff twice nightly, “piping” 
it into the far west for dissemina- 


tion there, to coincide with a certain 
hour owing to the time differences 
between Atlantic seaboard time and 
Rocky Mountain or Pacific Slope 
time. Hence the advantage of re- 
corded programs on mammoth 18- 
inch disks, with cut-outs for the 
usual commercial announcements to 
blanket the entire country simulta- 
neously, which idea, however, is not 
favored by NBC. So far only WOR 
put that into effect. 


Developing Midwest 


NBC wants to disassociate its 
coast-to-coast hook-ups and partic- 
ularly develop the midwestern ter- 
ritory which is still virgin excepting 
for the comparatively few hours 
where coast-to-coast networks give 
the radio public in that sector an 
idea of the better type of commer- 
cial hours. By using Chicago as a 
key for the western territory, this 
expensive “piping” and attendant 
Jand-wire charges will be elim- 
inated. 

Walter G. (Gus) Haenschen and 
Frank Black, veterans in the record- 
ing field, have formed the Sound 
Studios to “can” this type of disk- 
recorded program for advertisers 
favoring the WOR idea of synthetic 
musical programs. 


Mexico’s Most Powerful 
Station, 5,000 Watt, Sept. 1 


Galveston, July 8. 

Unable to make = satisfactory 
broadcasting arrangements’ with 
Federal Radio Commission, Rio 
Grande valley interests have or- 
ganized International Broadcasting 
Co., and plan what is called Mex- 
ico’s most powerful radio station, 
to operate across river at Reynosa. 
John C. Penn is general manager. 

Station will have 5000-watt power. 
Opening. set for Sept. 1. 


$1,000 Wkly. Adv. Budget 


Detroit, July 8. 

Plans to spend around $1,000 a 
week being made by WXYZ (for- 
merly station WGHP) and now 
owned by Kunsky-Trendle. Thirty- 
inch adds were used in all the reg- 
ular sized daily papers to an- 
nounce change in call letters as 
part of.the plan of the new owners 
to bring to the radio field the same 
aggressive ballyhoo and exploitation 
that brought the picture business 
to the place it is today. 


Kunsky-Trendle took over the 
WGHP from § George Harrison 
Phelps, Call letter WXYZ was 


formerly reserved for use of the 
army and navy, but special permis- 
sion was allowed with the proviso 
the letters revert back to the army 
if ever released by the local station. 


STRUCK OUT BY LIGHTNING 

While Charles King and other en- 
tertainers waited for WGBS to re- 
pair damages done to its broadcast- 
ing apparatus during the storm 
Thursday night, the Fanchon and 
Marco half-hour period was finally 
declared off. Jesse Kay, F & M’s 
program director, resumes the regu- 
lar weekly broadcast tomorrow 
(July 10). 

Lightning put the broadcasting 
system out of commission, 


B. F. Team on Chain 
Hollywood, July 8. 

William Le Maire and Jimmy 
Allman will do 12 weekly broad- 
casts over the Columbia system, 
starting July 15. The team is known 
as “Sweet William and Bad Bill.” 
‘ Broadcast will originate at KHJ 
ere, 


NUMBER TIMES SONGS 
PLAYED OVER RADIO 


Most frequently played tunes over 
the radio from WMCA, WEAF, WOR, 
WABC and WJZ between 6 p. m. 
and i a. m. is tabulated as follows 
this past week: “Singing a Song 
to the Stars,” 36 times. 

“Cheer Up (Good Times Are 
Coming),” 32 times (both Robbins). 

DeSylva’s “I Remember You From 
Somewheres,” 30 times. 

“Swinging In A Hammock” (Ber- 
lin), 27. 

Bye Bye Blues” (Berlin), 21 times. 

‘If I Had A Girl Like You” 
(Fiest), 19. 

“Ro-Ro-Rolling Along” (Shapiro- 
Bernstein), 19. 

“Dancing With Tears In My Eyes” 
(Witmark) and “Song Without A 
Name” (Feist), 18 times each. 

“Anchors Aweigh” (Robbins). 15. 

“Exactly Like You” (Shapiro- 
Bernstein), 15. 

‘I'm In The Market For You” 
(Red Star), 15. 

“The Moon Is Low” 
14. 

“On The Sunny Side Of The 
Street” (S-B), 14. 

Thirteen each for “Telling It To 
The Daisies” (Remick) and “With 
My Guitar And You” (Sherman- 
Clay). 

Twelve time each for “Blue Is The 
Night” and “Dark Night (both Rob- 
bins) and “It Happened In Mon- 
terey” (Feist). 

“Happy Feet” (Ager- Yellen-Born- 
stein), 11. 

Ten times each for “I Still Re- 
member” (Joe Morris), “Absence 
Makes The Heart Grow Fonder” 
(Santly), “Living In The Sunlight” 
(Famous) and “My Heart Belongs 
To The Girl’ (Bloom). 


ROGERS DIDN'T CUT, $0 
OFF AIR FOR SQUIBBS 


Squibbs didn’t take up Will 
Rogers’ contract after its expira- 
tion of the original 13-time period 
at $6,000 a time. Squibbs stalled 
on its last announcement over the 
CBS as at that time negotiations 
were on for renewals, but Rogers 
wouldn’t okay the suggested cut. 

The CBS was going to assume 
that item for the prestige alone, 
but finally decided it was too much 
to handle sans a commercial spon- 
sor. 

After starting mildly, Rogers 
improved on the air when getting 
a studio audience to whom he 
worked and from them getting the 
necessary audience reaction which 
reflected itse:f more favorable into 
the microphone, 


(Robbins), 


Bouncing Checks Prove 
To Radio How Bad Biz Is 


Quite a number of indie stations 
and one chain station are now tak- 
ing extra precautions when signing 
with a roadhouse to broadcast over 
their wire, this because of the num- 
ber of roadhouses which have been 
paying for time used in rubber 
checks. 

Accounts which were usually good 
became bad with roadhouse biz so 
terrible that many were unable to 
pay off their bands as well as for 
the band’s broadcasting privileges. 


5 Chi. Stores Hire Real 
Pitchmen to Spiel Foods 


Chicago, July 8. 

Five of the large department 
stores here, to push merchandise, 
are high pitching on the counters 
and aisles, employing from 10 to 18 
spielers and demonstrators on every 
floor. 

Some of bona-fide pitch men, 
working on percentage, with the 
clerks filling in on the job. 


Third Hour Shy 


Erwin, Wasey Co., advertising 
agents, are defendants in a $1,000 
suit by Fannie Brice, who was to 
have rendered services for three 
hours at $1,000 an hour for a com- 
mercial radio account belonging to 


Erwin-Wasey. 
Latter employed Miss 3rice’s 
services twice and didn’t avail 


themselves of the third hour. 


Casino’s Wire Out 


NBC didn’t fancy Sid Solomon's 
temperamental ideas about broad- 
casting Leo Reisman’s music and 
took its wire out. NBC didn't re- 
move it because of any padlock 
threat. 

Whenever Solomon had an un- 
usually heavy crowd, he told NBC 
he couldn’t have Reisman adhere 
to a formula broadcast program and 
wanted to call it off and NBC re- 
taliated by removing its wire from 
the C. P. Casino. 


Clarke, for Fox, 
Plans Network 
A La Warners 


Harley Clarke, president of Fox 
Films, is reported planning a new 
radio network of a par with CBS 
and NBC. Clarke’s plan is to se- 
cure about 150 indie operating sta- 
tions throughout the country. 

From reports, Clarke’s plan is 
practically the same as that of the 
Warners even unto the manner of 
broadcasting. Fox, as do Warners, 
plans to broadcast via the disc 
method so that a program may be 
heard the same hour in each city. 


Current Best Seller 
Proves Conservative 


Radio Plug Is the Best 


Dubious benefits of too many 
radio plugs is forcibly brought to 
music men’s notice when comparing 
the list of 10 best sellers with the 
list of the 10 songs most plugged 
via the ether. It is noticed that but 
a minority of the 10 songs most 
ether plugged are included among 
the lists of the 10 best sellers. 

An extreme example of this is 
“Springtime in the Rockies,” which 
leads the list of best sellers. That 
song has not once been included 
amongst the 10 songs receiving the 
most plugs via the ozone. 

Since it is well known that it was 
radio which made “Springtime in 
the Rockies” what it is today, pub- 
lishers are beginning to believe that 
perhaps a more conservative plug 
for a song is the best thing after all. 


Jap Road Film 


(Continued from page 7) 


with him for personal appearances. 
He will sail Aug. 15 with 16 prints 
and four portable sets. 

James Wong Howe, Chinese cam- 
eraman, directed and photographed 
the Japanese dramatic talker, with 
a Japanese, Thomas Joseph Hay- 
ashi, associated on direction. The 
film had a premiere with lights 
June 26 at the Fox Brooklyn the- 
atre on the east side of Los An- 
geles. It will go into a house in 
the Japanese district on East First 
street for its local run. 

Story is modern, with Noboru 
Okawa and Ruth Washizu in the 
romantic leads, and while the end- 
ing has the lovers admiring a sun- 
set together in the good old Holly- 
wood tradition, the story is more 
sombre than the American public 
prefers. 

“The tragedy of Life” opens with 
a woman and her lover drinking 
poison for two reels. The husband, 
played by Matsumoto, arranges for 
his son’s schooling and then hits 
the downgrade, winding up as a 
street-cleaner. He sees his son 
graduate with honors and later the 
son discovers his father as the vic- 
tim of an auto accident. Deathbed 
scenes take nearly two reels at the 
conclusion of the picture. 

Some of the photography is beau- 
tiful. The sound (disk) is greatly 
improved over White’s previous pic- 
ture, and would rate as average in 
independent recording, The lan- 
guage appeared acceptable to the 
Japanese audience at the Brooklyn 
Heights showing, with more lines 
drawing laughs than the plot out- 
line would indicate, 


RADIO RAMBLES 


By Abel Green 


Monday night disclosed two ether 
comedians of potential personal 
appearance possibilities. One is 
Phil Cook, the Quaker Man, whom 
the Quaker Oats’ company lavishly 
supports with daily display adver- 
tising calling attention to his 15 
minutes of twice daily optimism. 
Cook is an early radio bird coming 
on with his cheerio stuff at 8 a. m. 
for a breakfast session, and nightly 
at 7:30 p. m. to hit the entire family 
with his breakfast food propaganda. 

He’s a versatile comedian, doing 
topical uke stuff on up-to-the-min- 
ute subjects and also doing charac- 
ter stories in impressive style. With 
time, and if his rep builds, he'll be 
a cinch for the stage. 

The other comic is Henry Burbig 
who has been dialecticianing from 
WABC and the Columbia system 
for no little time. Burbig features 
the Milt Gross style of dialectic per- 
versions of history, dramaturgy and 
mythology. He opened a new series of 
‘Syncopated History” Monday night, 
starting with Romeo and Juliet and 


interrupted by contemporaneous 
theme songs which punctuate his 
dialectic discourse. That was a 
bright idea as otherwise 30 minutes 
of it might have been too much. 
The orchestral back-up is excellent 
in itself, playing everything cleanly 
and neatly. A hot jew’s-harp solo 
was a novelty in one of the instru- 
mental renditions and will probably 
start a vogue along that line. 
Fortune Tellers 

The astrologers are still bullish 
on the air. Evangeline Day from 
WPCH and Evangeline Adams only 
one wave-length w.way (on WABC) 
were also only five minutes apart 


from starting off simultaneously 
but they overlapped each other 
thereafter. Evangeline seemingly is 


also a bullish monicker for the for- 
tune-teilers. 


Miss Day is apparently stil] un- 
attached commercially and _ just 
spouting her stuff in hopes of be- 
ing commercially underwritten, 
whereas Miss Adams, under For- 
han’s toothpaste auspices only, goes 
into a radio huddle with the planets 
and etheral bodies thrice weekly. 
She also gets a break on the show- 
manship, being ushered in and out 
with an impressive rolling of the 
tympani in ominously mysterioso 
fashion, 

Miss Adams said she read 18 solar 
horoscopes for one employer's staff 
of clerks—not for their amusement, 
mind you, but for his own informa- 
tion as to what type of people his 
18 clerks were. So she said. 

Winchell’s Talk 

Walter Winchell’s 15 minutes 
from WABC on the Saks 34th St. 
time (at $300 a crack to the column- 
ist) was punctuated by the Winchell 
style of journalism, reading his 
Broadway chatter in the same 
phraseology in which he writes it. 
Ethel Merman and Al Siegel were 
the guest artists and Walter paid 
‘em off in superlatives although the 
piano duo clicked neatly. Miss Mer- 
man’s hot song, with a_ typical 
Siegelesque arrangement and pres- 
entation of “breaks” and broken 
rhythms, transmitted well through 
the “mike.” If she fulfills all the 
heavy touting a couple of her “dis- 
coverers” have been doing for her, 
Miss Merman will also be valuable, 
via microphonic route, which takes 
in everything from the sound-screen 
to phonograph records. Her “Sing 
You Sinners” in original presenta- 
tion was a pip. 

Walter’s own spiel was replete 
with one or two “so help me Win- 
chells” and personal plugging; also 
a rehash of previously released 
gags and chatter, but this quite 
natural considering everything. As 
a talk interlude, he probably com- 
mands a sizable circulation. 

Opposition 

Winchell was once caught in the 
act of scanning the Monday night 
programs to see who his ether com- 


Padlocked Club Reopens 
Galveston, July 8. 

Hollywood, premier gulf coast 
night club, reopened July 2, after 
having been dark more than a year 
due to anti- gambling injunction. 

Floor show includes Sally Oss- 
mon, mistress of ceremonies; 
Blanche and Elliott, Doris Becker, 
Adele Jeanne and Isham Jones or- 
chesira. Club owned and managed 
by Sam Maceo, 


Brunswick’s New York Move 
Chicago, July &. 
The offices of the Brunswick 
Radio Company, owned by Warner 
have moved to new quarters 
Wurlitzer building, New 


Bros., 
in the 
York, 


petition was during his own 15 min- 
utes and—at that time, from re- 
ports—he dismissed everything else 
on the air. However, Winchell has 
R. L. Ripley (the “Believe It. or 
Not” man) on the Colonial Beacon- 
lights (WEAF) as one competition; 
10 of his 15 minutes are opposed 
by Roxy’s Gang (WJZ), although 
the Kremlin Art Quartet, Russian 
vocalists, from WOR, along with 
the others could be more airily dis- 
missed for lack of mass appeal. 

WABC's Ce Co Couriers having 
canceled a long standing contract 
because of alleged financial diffi- 
culties, the CBS substituted the 
first of a summer series of U. S. 
Navy Band summer concerts from 
Washington, D. C., 

Jack Reid was a none too hot 
announcer for “Accordion Bob” who, 
stated Mr. Reid, plays the accordion, 
Sounds like some of the ether m. c.’s 
better stick to printed continuity 
and play safe on the extemporane- 
ous spieling, 

Police Band of New York was 
okay from WNYC among the brass 
band division. James G. McDonald’s 
82d of the series, “The World To- 
day,” discussing Japanese politics, 
and announced by John S. Young, 
didn’t have the ethereal s. a. of 
the veteran H. V. Kaltenborn’s Cur- 
rent Events, almost simultaneously 
on the air. The editor-speaker has 
as definite an audible personality as 
Floyd Gibbons for that sort of 
thing. The Delivery Boys pop plug- 
ged twice from WOR and WPCH. 

George Shackley’s Footlight 
Echoes (WOR) was a charming re- 
view of past operetta successes, 
with the choicest portions of the 
scores soloed and dueted. This type 
of hour, along with the Philce, 
Cities’ Service and kindred pro- 
grams, evidences how radio in a 
short spell has been draining musi- 
cal libraries of many years’ com- 
pilation in an ever-hungry need of 
musical material. 

Publishers’ Plaint 


It is on this point that music 
publishers like Harms and Witmark 
predicate their squawks that it is 
this fund of their standard copy- 
rights which serves as the backbone 
of many a commercial program and 
yet radio sometimes is not allegedly 
air in reciprocating by exploiting 
their contemporary pop  publica- 
tions. 

Harry Archer, one of the charmed 
inner circle of NBC family, be- 
sides being a Radio Music Co. staff 
composer, also heads his own or- 
chestra over WJZ. The Original 
Memphis Five, an integral unit with 
Archer, started off sizzlingly with 
“Barnyard Blues” and Archer’s own 
ensuing stuff was equally rhythmic 
if less torrid. 

On WABC, Cab Calloway’s col- 
ored orchestra, successérs to Duke 
Ellington’s band which is now barn- 
storming coast-ward where, com- 
mencing Aug. 1, they commence 
shooting in the R-K-O “Amos ’n 
Andy” talker, were heard from the 
Cotton Club. Calloway has a torrid 
indigo style all his own, technically 
possessing more color and charac- 
ter than even Ellington, and intro- 
ducing some of the meanest indigo 
warbling heard. Whoever that gal 
was who was moanin’ them blues, 
she’s an indigo artiste in a class all 
her own. They gave out some of 
the meanest, sweetest and dirtiest 
blues heard for a long while. 

Ann Leaf's substitute on the mid- 
night organ reveries, Fred Feibel, 
was an equally worthy technician, 

WOR'’s 9:30 hour of gypsy musie 
Friday night introduced one of the 
most effective magyar string or- 
chestras heard anywheres. With it 
was blended an intelligent thread of 
continuity introducing the various 
motifs and lending it a touch of 
realism by explaining which was a 
love serenade, cafe air, etc. 

Independence Day. of course eyi- 
denced the same fallacy of the aver- 
age holiday observance broadcast. 
So hungry apparently is radio for 
some excuse to color its programs, 
that none seems to realize every 
other hour will be replete with fit- 
ting patriotic stuff. As a result, the 
whole day was a succession of pa-~ 
triotic musical Americana and a 
flock of speeches, amongst which 
latter Vice-President Curtis prob- 
ably received the most of a none too 
close radio attention. 

Dance Band Early 

A bright early morning (very 
early, 9:30 a. m.) dance band fea- ; 
ture is The Manhatters who dish up< 
melodious syncopation in keeping * 
with the early hour. 

Michaels Bros. plugging their / 
neighborhood furniture stores re- 


his: 
furniture Michaels in the field, the, 
repetitions are necessary in a mea#@ 
sure but the spieler sure overdid i 

Michaels is working a Radio Op 
portunity contest for radio ama- 
teurs, a stunt to secure free talen 
for the variety prograrn. Th 
warblers weren't half bad. 

Ernie Vallee is on WOR from the 
Montclair hotel, Newark, whil 


Rudy Vallee’s Fleischmann hour,% 


had Belle Baker as guest artist. 


peat their firm name over WGBS Me 
more often than Swaffer duplicates¥> 
With several 
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60 VARIETY 


OUTDOORS 


Wednesday, July 9, 1930 


Circus Field with Flock of 


- this 


Losers So Far 


This Season; 


Ringling Show Biggest Netter 


A flock of financial cripples is 
touring the circus field so far this 
season. All reported in the red, ex- 
cepting the Ringling-Barnum circus, 
That, of course, makes the Big 
Show the biggest netter but due to 
John Ringling holding five other cir- 
cuses, all losers, it’s not known 


what the actual net of the Big 
Show may be, if that circus must 
carry along the lame ducks. 

The Millers’ 101 Ranch, indepen- 
dent touring west and circus was 
the only indie tent show reported 
ahead on the black until recently 
hitting Brooklyn and Long Island. 
That wiped out 101’s growing profit. 
Nothing is reported on 101 since, 
with the Miller show now in mid- 
west territory. 

One of the _ surprising circus 
events of the season is hung upon 
the Sparks show, a circus now 
under the Ringling operation. For 
the first time in years, it is claimed, 
the Sparks circus is in the red with 
hardly a winning week since start- 
ing on its road trip. 


Protective Routing 


The good showing made by the 
Ringling-Barnum circus up to date 
is attributed to the Ringling rout- 
ing, with the Big Show protected. 
In previous years when the R-B 
show had to play against the snip- 
ing opposition of the several cir- 
cuses Ringling bought last year 
from Mugivan, Ballard & Bowers, 
the smaller shows could slip in 
ahead or behind the Ringling-Bar- 
mum circus. Now the routing leaves 
the field clear for the Big Show. 

Sells-Floto, also a Ringling circus 
now, is star-headed by Tom Mix. 
While the S-F circus has been given 
pretty rough bookings for a big 
draw attraction like Mix, it has 
kept in the black from reports, and 
at the same time out of the way 
of Ringling’s own show. 

Pretty tough sledding for the out- 
fit since the Montreal stand. Re- 
ported Ringling is deep in red on 
one. Economical procedure 
hasn’t helped much, 


HAGENBECK MENAGERIE 
RUINS PARIS INDOORS 


Paris, June 28. 

Hagenbeck menagerie is doing big 
business on the lot previously occu- 
pied by the Gleich circus. The sev- 
eral local indoor circuses are hardly 
doing anything with the prevailing 
heat wave and this new competition 
is the last straw. 

Gleich’s former top price of 80 
cents has been tilted by Hagenbeck 
to $1.20. There are two excellent 
animal acts, one a herd of trained 
polar bears. 

Though the show is supposed to 
be strictly a menagerie, it also holds 
a ballet of 24, 


CARNIVALS 


For current week (July 7-12) 
when not otherwise indicated. 
Alabama, Versailles, Ky. 

Bernardi, Expo., Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 
Bernardi, Greater, New Kensington, Pa. 
Bright Way, N. Arlington, N. J 

Brown & Ingalls, Norwood, N. Y. 

Coe, Pikeville, Ky. 

Cetlin & Wilson, Hazleton, Pa. 

Coleman, New London, Conn. 
Conklin-Garret, Assiniboia, 
Kindersley. 

Corey, Newton, N. J. 
Fairly, Chariton, Ia. 
Folk, Lagrange, Ind. 
Great American, Mt. Hope, W. Va. 
Happyland, Albion, Mich. 
Harris-Mitchell, Sydney, N. S. 
Hoffner, Macomb, Ill. 
International, Grand Falls, N. B. 
Jones, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Ketchum, N. Arlington, N, J. 
Keystone, Confluence, Pa. 

Lang, Dee, St. Louis, Mo. 

* Lippa, Hancock, Mich. 
Melville-Reiss, Elwood City, Pa. 
Michigan United, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
Morris-Castle, Calgary, Alta, 
Murphy, Battle Creek, Mich. 
Northwestern, Coldwater, Mich. 
Pearson, El Paso, Ill. 
Reithoffer, Middletown, Pa. 
Rice Bros., Vernon, Ill. 
Rock City, Cleveland, O. 
Royal Am. Co., Exmore, Va. 
Royal American, LaPrairie, Man.; 
auphin. 

Rubin-Cherry No. 1, Devil's Lake, N. D. 
Southern State, Dodge City, Kan. 
Spencer, St. Mary, Pa. 

Southern Tier, Johnson City, N. Y.; 14, 


Sask.; 


10-12 


10-12 


Hornell. 


Speroni, Tama, Ia. 

Waterman, Hyannis, Mass. 
Williams, Pecan Gap, Tex, 
Wolf Greater, Sheldon, Ia 
Wortham, John, Helena, Mont. 
Wurid, St. Michael, Pa. 


Comedians in Pool 


First instance of an _ outdoor 
swimming pool putting on a profes- 
sional stage attraction is the Cas- 
cades, in the Bronx, N. Y. C. Sol 
Pincus, who operates the place, has 
Warren and Davis, comedy team 
from the Greenwich Village Nut 
Club, perform comedy tricks in the 
water to amuse the customers. 

The pair give regular perform- 
ances. 


CITY COUNCIL OVERRULE 
MAYOR—101 RANCH IN 


Uniontown, Pa., July 8. 

The 101 Ranch, showing here to- 
morrow (July 9) was denied a city 
license by the mayor, who claimed 
one circus a season was enough for 
the town. Four out of the five city 
commissioners, however, voted for 
the show, after which the mayor 
issued the permit. 

Understood here the mayor was 
asked by the picture houses to keep 
out any other circus, but because 
the city ordinance reads “the mayor 
shall grant,” he was unable to keep 
the show out, 


Peaches Lamar, Parachute 
Jumper, Falls to Death 


Milwaukee, July 8. 

In the presence of several thou- 
sands of people, May Rock, 20, of 
Rockford, Ill., known professionally 
Peaches Lamar, parachute jumper, 
fell 1,500 feet to her death Saturday 
at the Reedsburg airport. 

An examination of her parachute 
showed it to be in good working 
order. She is thought to have 
fainted before pulling the release 
cord. 

It was the second day of the 

Reedsburg July 4th celebration with 
stunt flying and parachute jumping 
by a Rockford flying circus as the 
principal feature. When the hour 
came for the leap, Evelyn Holman, 
whose turn it was to do the feat, 
lost her nerve after getting into the 
air. Returning to the ground she 
was replaced by Miss Rock. 
Miss Rock’s body found 
buried almost two feet in the soft 
soil of the marsh in which she 
landed. 

The dead girl is believed to have 
no relatives. She spent her youth 
in the Freeport, Ill., orphanage. At 
the time of her death she was under 
the management of Ray Barry of 
Rockford, also a parachute jumper. 


Circuses 


Ringling-Barnum 
July 7, Providence, R. I.; 8, New London, 
Coun.; 9, Hartford; 10, Waterbury; 11, 
New Haven; 12, Stamford, Conn, 

Selis-Floto 

July 7, Beaver Dam, Wis.; 8. Fond du 
Lac; 9, Stevens Point; 10, Oshkosh; 11, 
Appleton; 12, Green Bay, Wis. 

John Robinson 


July 7, Urbana, O.; 8, Marysville; 9, 
Wapakoneta; 10, Bowling Green; 11, Fos- 
toria; 12, Defiance, O.; 14, Adrian, Mich. 

Al. G. Barnes 

July 7, Pembroke, Ont.; 8, Brockville; 9, 
Kingston; 10, Cornwall; 11, St. Hyacinthe, 
Que.; 12, Quebec, Can, 

Hagenbeck- Wallace 

July 7. Princeton, Ill.; 8, Rock Island, 
Ill.; 9, Burlington, Ia.; 10, Muscatine; 11, 
Oelwein; 12, Decorah, Ia. 


Gentry Bros. 
July 7-13, Detroit. 
101 Ranch 
July 7-8, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
10, Steubenville, 11, 
Dover; 14, Columbus. 
Al G. Barnes 
July 9, Kingston, Can.; 10, Cornwall; 
11, St. Hyacinthe; 12, Quebec. 


Madrid’s Outdoor Park 


Madrid, July 1. 

It is proposed to build an ex- 
position park in Madrid along the 
lines of the exhibitions in Seville 
and Barcelona which have been suc- 
cessful. 

During the summer in various 
quarters of the city there are many 
street fairs called ‘“‘verbenas” which 
include dancing, carousels side- 
shows, shooting galleries, etc. 
These fairs are popular and pro- 
duce thousands of pesetas to the 
proprietors of these shows. 


9, Uniontown, 
Canton; 12, 


Hagenbeck-Wallace 


Hammond, Ind., July 5. 
“The Highest Class Circus in the 
World” is the way the Hagenbeck- 
Wallace is billed. But it is as deep 
in the red this season as any com- 
mon circus, 
No one, least of all Dan Odom, 


who is the manager of the H-W 
outfit, can account for the tremen- 
dous drop-off this season in at- 
tendance, It's got so on this trick 
they put up all the seats in the 
morning and about 7 p. m. start to 
tear down half, knowing they won't 
be needed. It’s a lot of optimism 
to stick up a bunch of seats daily, 
just in case you might want them. 

H-W has been going along all 
season to about half its business of 
former years. Whether it will 
come in the barn a winner or in the 
red is still a question. A number 
of fairs are lined up for the fall, 
which may or may not black out a 
little of the red. Also a number of 
Sunday stands are in view for the 
rest of the season. All this, to- 
gether with the excellent newspaper 
notices, may help John Ringling’s 
circus corporation's investors to get 
one or two cents on their dollars. 

The circus has played Detroit 
three separate times this season, in 
an effort to keep near the manufac- 
turing centers. Louisville has been 
on the route. All these larger spots 
go into a rave about the perform- 
ance and way things are run on the 
show. So far not one newspaper 
has found the slightest fault with 
the circus and its performance. Yet 
despite this, business keeps about 
35% below the overhead. 

In Hammond, which has more 
railroad crossings than any other 
town in America, business was 
about half. Those that visited the 
show whistled and clapped their 
hands, so Odom, who is responsible 
for everything, such as the flood 
lights used at the afternoon per- 
formance, the iron guard railings 
about the seats and the general 
neatness of the trick, was pleased. 
He beefed because half the seats 
were loaded while the evening spec 
was being put on, but that can be 
put down to managerial standard 
beefs, which are much in use on a 
circus, as it keeps any upstart from 
asking for a raise. <j 

The opening spectacle, titled “The 
Golden Orient,” is credited, on the 
program, to Rex De Rosselli. Ros- 
selli has taken a touch of grand 
opera music, some fireworks and a 
bunch of smartly gowned folks and 
drilled himself out a right nice 
opening piece. It’s short enough to 
make the women wan to get a sec- 
ond look at the gowns and just the 
right length for the men and kids 
who are waiting for the animal acts. 

Mr. Rosselli used to grind out 
press copy for the circuses when 
they were owned by Jerry Mugivan 
and Bert Bowers. When the great 
change came along he slipped in the 
producing end and has been doing 
well. “A p. a. is just a p. a., but a 
producer is somebody on a circus.” 
This is Mr. Rosselli's new philos- 
ophy, since giving away his type- 
writer. 

The hair raising feature is young 
Clyde Beatty, who puts 34 cats 
through some stunts of his own 
conception in a steel arena. Off 
stage, it is reported, Mr. Beatty, 
young in years, knows so much 
about tigers and lions that he al- 
lows his jungle pets to hang around 
him. Certainly he is fearless and if 
he keeps on adding cats to his act, 
as is planned, John Ringling will 
have to go into the breeding of 
these spotted animals. 

The Hodgini Troupe of riders, 
with Harriet Hodgini, take second 
honors, followed by Wilno, the man 
shot from a cannon. What dis- 
tinguishes Wilno from others of his 
kind is the flip he takes on the air 
flight. Berta Beeson, grown a bit 
broad shouldered, is still “Slats.” 
The wire routine is the same. Pat- 
ricia Salmon, who once grabbed off 


all the Shelby, Mont., fight publicity, 
sings. 
The program, here, was: 


Beulah Rush in pony numbers; bear | 
act by W. K. Bernard; Fay LaRue 
with ponies; walk around of hippo- 


potamus and baby; Monge Troupe, 
burlesque acrobats; Six Potters, | 
flying hat act; Fonzal Trio, knock- | 
about comedy; Bessie Costello, rid- 


ing act: clowns; Harriet Hodgini, | 
equestrienne number; Cheerful 
Gardner’s elephant act; aerial lad- 
der, employing 22 girls; Clyde 


Beatty; two novelty elephant acts 
by Mary Gardner and Billie Man- 
ning; three educated horse acts by 
Earl Sutton, Austin King, and Allen 
Hauser; clowns; perch act by Mat- 
sumotos troupe, swinging trapeze; 
Frank Shepard and equilibrism by 
Miss Matsumoto; Comic Ford; liv- 
ing statues; Wild West announce- 
ment; Montayo, in head-slide, and 
repeat elephant act in the two rings 
and one stage; Beeson clowns; El- 
let Girls and Fleming Sisters, fly- 
ing act; Hodgini Troupe; The 
Kados; Monge Troupe and Sunyos 
in gymnastic numbers; Menage 
turn; clowns; Flying Flemings and 
Leroys; two companies of aerial- 
ists; Jumping horses; hippodrome 
races and Wilno. 

Program runs about 105.-minutes. 
Admission 75-50. Reserved seats 
75c, with all but the two ends com- 
ing in this class. 

All the concession boys wear large 


slgns on their hats telling the price 


Move to Deny Electricity 


To Carnivals as 


Contemplate Better 


Picture Men 
Lodge Terms 


Canada Terrible 


Sault Ste. Marie, Ont., July 8. 
Al G. Barnes circus, in its first 
six days in Canada here, lost $12,000. 
Is being routed into the states 
again as fast as possible. 


FRED BARNES ESTATE 
HAS $25,000 CLAIMS 


Chicago, July 8. 
Claims against the estate of Fred 
M. Barnes now total around $25,000, 
with Florence Barnes, third wife 


and divorced, of the deceased car- 
nival man, as the principal claimant. 

Mrs. Barnes is asking the pro- 
bate court for a $19,000 cut in the 
estate, which was appraised at $55,- 
000, including $37,000 in cash from 
life insurance. 

Barnes obtained a divorce from 
his third wife in January, 1928. She 
lists $3,550 in alimony from then 
until June 3, 1929, the date of his 
death; $2,500 for money loaned him; 
$1,000 for money given him for 
special purposes; and furniture and 


jewelry worth $13,000, which she 
claims as hers. This includes wed- 
ding gifts. 


On her cash claims there is sup- 
posed to be one for a $2,500 loan 
made through her to a prominent 
Texas Fair official, but probate rec- 
ords do not show the note. 

At the time of his death Barnes 
was seeking a reconciliation with 
his divorced wife and had asked 
mutual friends to intercede in his 
behalf. 

Esberg Claim 

Another claim is by Arthur Esberg, 
who wants $850 due him on ticket 
scalping conducted privately by 
Barnes, according to Esberg. Mar- 
tin L. Callahan, attorney who rep- 
resented Barnes in several legal 
actions, wants $2,700. John G. Rob- 
inson seeks $1,000 for cash invested 
with Barnes in a photomaton deal. 

Barnes left Barnes - Carruthers 
stock valued at $12,500. His brother, 
Mike Barnes, is executor of the 
estate. Barnes’ daughter was 
willed the bulk of the estate, and his 
ex-wives nothing. Attorney Harry 
P. Munns is representing the Barnes 
estate. Mrs. Florence Barnes’ suit 
will come up July 11. 


TOLEDO’S 1ST AIRPORT 
EXPO DREW THOUSANDS 


Toledo, July 8. 

Toledo’s first aircraft and sports- 
men's exposition closed Sunday (6). 
Opened July 1. 

Entire display was housed in 80x 
200 tent at Transcontinental Air- 
port. It included everything from 
planes and aircraft parts to house- 
hold furnishings. 

Thousands attracted by visit of 
Southern Cross Wednesday (2), 
Brock and Schlee (3), aerial fire- 
works, flare plane landings and par- 


| achute jumps. 


R-B Billing Chicago 


Chicago, July 8. 
tingling-Parnum circus is put- 
ting up approximately 60,000 sheets 
of billing in Chi and environs for 
the Grant Park engagement Aug. 
2-10. 

Same _ time, Sells-Floto and 
Hagenbeck-Wallace' are playing 
many of Chicago feeders, such as 
Gary, Hammond, Aurora, Wauke- 
gan, ete. These are being played 
some 30 days ahead of the big show 
engagement. During the showing 
the 101 Ranch will play Gary and 
other nearby spots. 


of the goods sold. If biz ever gets 
good the boys may toss the signs, 
but they wear them now. 

“Fat” Mellhouse is the world’s 
largest boss property man: Two 
more pounds and he can sit in on H. 
Lewiston’s side show at a dime a 
look, 

The sideshow still tries to get two 
bits. It’s also in the red. 


Chicago, July 8. 

Local merchants and manuface 
turers in a great number of towns 
in Illinois and Indiana have ape 
pealed direct to the local utility 
companies, asking them to stop supe 
plying electric current to carnivalm 
Plea, in all cases, is backed by the 
local Chamber of Commerce, who 
maintain the money spent on travele 


‘ing outfits should be kept in the 


towns and the 52-week users of 
juice be given first consideration. 

Ruling now before these utility 
companies will affect every town in 
Illinois and Indiana, as the come 
panies ramify and overlap, with the 
main offices issuing the direct order. 

Average light and power bill for 
the ordinary carny is $200 weekly. 
The carnival depends solely on the 
city power to operate rides. Gene 
erally a squawk between the aus- 
pices and carny owners as to who 
shall pay. Necessary for the power 
company to erect poles to the lot 
and transformer, all of which runs 
into money and costs the local fac- 
tories more than the traveling out- 
fits. 

No Juice, No Show 


Carny owners, who have been told 
of the ruling, declare the only out 
is their own power plants, such 
as circuses use. These are expen- 
sive, and with the added juice nec- 
essary to run the rides, it is figured 
the regular outfits would need three 
such juice makers. Today not an 
outfit on the road that could make 
an outright purchase of one. 

Illinois and Indiana have been so 
infested with carnivals this season 
that J. J. Ruben, divisional director 
of Public-Great States, controlling 
over 100 houses in the two states, 
is working out a plan whereby local 

(Continued on page 63) 


SELLS-FLOTO COAST TRIP 
OFF BECAUSE BAD BIZ 


Chicago, July 8. 

None of the Ringling circuses will 
play the Pacific Coast this season, 
Original intention was to send the 
S-F into the territory, but because 
cf bad biz idea has been called off. 

The R, B & B circus will repeat 
in Columbus, Ohio, and a number 
of towns this season, and will play 
the middle west, including Kansas 
City and other spots, previous to 
the Topeka, Kan., fair, where the 
outfit will exhibit two days in Sep- 
tember. Will then head south, clos- 
ing early at Richmond, Va. 


101 Behind Sells-Floto 


Chicago, July 8. 

The 101 Ranch, on its western 
tour, will follow about two weeks 
behind the Sells-Floto. Some of 
the spots the two circuses will show 
are Milwaukee, Fond du Lac and 
Baraboo, Wis. 

Last named town is the old home 
of the Ringlings. The 101 will show 
it July 24. 


Daredevil’s Mishap 
New Britain, Conn., July 8. 

George (Dare Devil) Dunnigan, 
33, of this city, was seriously in- 
jured while doing his stunt of slid- 
ing headfirst down a wire at a car- 
nival. 

A pole snapped just as he start- 
ed his “stide for life’ and he 
plunged through space 125 feet, 
landing on the canvas covered roof 
of a carousel. He fractured a leg 
and several ribs and it is said he 
will be forced to remain in the 
Derby hospital for several weeks. 


OUTDOOR NOTES 


Fred Naylor, banner solicitor of 
S-F, is nursing a broken duke. 
Accident in Montreal. 


Dodson carnival cracked the shut- 
out rule at Gary, Ind., last week, 
and got in to help celebrate the 4th. 


N. O. Brown, president Showmen 
League, now playing Chi lots with 
rides, 


George Meighan Is using his waste 
basket again at the Chicago office. 
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Englewood 


Cooler weather, big business, 
bookers and agents sitting in the 
back row instead of the front. 

McCormick and Eckert Revue, 
five-person flash, makes the grade 
on the hoofing, but the clowning 
and chatter far below par. Needs 
better material. Angelina and Clin- 
ton, man and woman piano act, 
were big with the crowd, with the 
girl getting the real returns on her 
remarkably clear voice. The At- 
woods, man and woman comedy 
tumbling turn, over easily, especial- 
jy the femme. Act has novel set- 
ting. Provol, bird imitator, is now 
doing a single, having tossed out 
the “Golden Bird’ and the femme 
attendant. Provol has possibilities 
with his straight whistling and imi- 
tations; he satisfied here. Marty 
May brought two entertainers along 
with him from the State-Lake for 
a guest appearance, and they were 
a smash with comedy, warbling 
and hoofing, the latter two items 
from Jean Carroll. 

Chinese Kid Revue, five young- 
sters and adult femme at piano, 
followed, and were big with this 
family audience. Routine song and 
dance stuff, with the youngest girl 
as outstanding hit. Five Spirits of 
Rhythm, colored boys, played banjo 
ukes, sang and delivered a bit of 
hoofing. Not much on quality. 

Six Sailorettes (New Acts) were 
big. Archer and Marsh delivered 
another comedy sock with their 
hoke comedy and chatter. Some 
of the material plenty blue, but they 
ate it up here. Floyd's Singing 
Cadets (17), boys, closed and didn’t 
miss. 

“White Hell” (U) feature. Loop. 


Reports are Ascher Bros. having 
tough sledding at the southside 
Vista, which they acquired some 
three months ago and are willing 
to sell for just what they put into 


the house. 


Leo Terry has .been placed in 
charge of the organ at the Senate, 
westside Publix-B. & K. spot. 


Dox Dixon has closed his stock 
attempt at Rock Island. 


Star and Garter, which closed 
burlesque several months ago, re- 
opens with pictures in fall. 


Edith Ambler Players moved from 
Appleton to Green Bay, Wis., ‘ac- 
count poor biz. 


Fassnacht Passion Players laid 
off five days last week,- opening 
two-day stand at Aurora, July 5-6. 


After the success of the neigh- 
borhood Publix-B.&K. spots with 
Valentino revivals, Cinema theatre 
(sure-seater) is showing “Monsieur 
Beaucaire” for a whole week. 


Electricians Union, Local 134, 
called a strike of men working on 
the new N.B.C. studios in the 
Merchandise Mart in effort to force 
the unionization of radio stations 
employees in Chi. 


John Ludwig, of the Ludwig Film 
Co., of Wisconsin, and theatrical 
real estate broker, got the leading 
commercial men in town to give a 
party and banquet to Joe Leo, on 
his return here as general manager 
for Fox Midwesco. 

Affair was held at the Elks Club, 
with George Jessel m. c’ing. 


Jacob Lasker and Sons, who last 
week took over the Ellantee, north- 
side, will reopen it shortly after re- 


“THE RICHEST MAN 
IN THE WORLD” 


With LOUIS MANN 


modeling, as the Roxy. Lasker now 


operates five theatres, 


Lou Lipstone, Publix-B. & K. pro- 
duction head, has returned after 
ae ideas and material in New 

ork. 


Don Dixon has a stock company 
at Rock Island. 


Bert Melville has closed his stock 
season at Gloucester, N. C. 


Dick Henderson has opened sum- 
> tent rep season at Harrison, 
ch. 


Al Melgard, staff organist WBBM, 
Chicago, is in St. Anthony’s hospi- 
tal as a result of losing a finger 
while working with a lathe at his 
home. 


General Talking Pictures distrib- 
uting branch here closes, with the 


“Singing Bill” Zuckerman to croon 
through mike, 


Town gone Yo Yo right with 
Paramount and Orpheum having 
demonstrators in lobbies this week. 


Femmes didn’t fall for Byrd pix 
at all despite terrific plugs and Par- 
amount starved. Publix plans to 
hold film off now until folks get back 
from vacations and kids return to 
school. 


Orpheum laying heavy campaign 
for pep week July 12. Dozen tieups 
already made with department 
stores, oil companies and breakfast 
food bearing that name. 


TOLEDO 


By E. H. GOODING 


show. 
State—“‘This Is London” (2d wk.). 
Valentine—‘‘Sea Bat.” 
Pantheon—‘‘Sweethearts and Wives.” 
Vita-Tempie—‘‘Hearts in Exile.” 
Princess—‘‘Nan McGrew.” 


State not making mistake made 
with first Will Rogers picture, “They 
Had to See Paris,” which was 
vanked after a week in which last- 
half buildup set b. o. record. “This 
fs London’ held 2d week. 


Lake beer running, at least in this 


otherwise indicateo 
follows and on pages? 


ATLANTIC CITY 61 
BIRMINGHAM 


61 


DALLAS eee 62 
DENVER 


DES MOINES 62 
INDIANAPOLIS 
KANSAS CITY 62 


ee 62 


62 


CORRESPONDENCE 


All matter in CORRESPONDENCE refers to current week unless 


The cities under Correspondence in. this issue of Variety are as 


CINCINNATI 


LOUISVILLE 61 
MINNEAPOLIS 
MONTREAL 62 
NEWARK 61 
PITTSBURGH 62 
ROCHESTER 
ST. PAUL Of 


SAN FRANCISCO .,,.......... 62 
SEATTLE 62 


61 


61 


LOS ANGELES 62 


TOLEDO 


61 


distrib’giion of film to be handled 
by the M. & M. Film Exchange 
(Mitchell and Murtaugh). 


Glickman’s Palace, former Yiddish 
theatre spot, has gone _ pictures, 
using Russian product. Opened with 
“Village of Sin.” 


CINCINNATI 


By JOE. KOLLING 


Albee—“‘In Gay Madrid,” vaude. 
Capitol—‘‘Florodora Girl.” 
Palace—‘‘Courage.”’ 
Lyric—‘“‘Song of the Flame.” 
Keith’s—‘“‘Murder Will Out.” 
Strand—‘“‘Double Cross Roads.” 
Family—“‘Tempie Tower.” 


Shubert is dark after’ three 
weeks of “Western Front” to light 
returns. House likely remains idle 
until new season. 


Erlanger-Grand, showing pictures 
for seven weeks, dark this week. 


Billy Bryant’s Showboat is tied 
up at Cincinnati wharf for three 
weeks after playing a week on 
Covington (Ky.) side of the Ohio. 
Company includes Bryant and his 
wife and their two young daughters. 
Boat seats 400. Fulfills all tradi- 
tions of a genuine river opry. 
Youngest Bryant kiddie has ear- 
marks of future development. Do- 
ing George M. Cohan pieces. 


Several of the small grind houses 
have gone orange juice front for 
the hot weather. Some neighbor- 
hood houses have also closed for 
summer. 


ST. PAUL 


By GEO. H. BRADLEY 


Paramount—"This Is London.” 

RKO-Orpheum — “Runaway 
vaude, 

Riviera—“‘Devil’s Holiday.’’ 

Tower—‘‘Man of Manhattan.” 

Strand—‘‘Texas Moon.” 


Bride”; 


Publix started organ policy at ace 


Paramount this week, bringing 


SINGLE ROOM, 


HOTEL LORRAINE 


CHICAGO 


DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 WEEKLY 


LEONARD HICKS, President 


BATH, $2.00 UP 


IN CHICAGO 


LINDY’S RESTAURANT 


On Randolph Street 
Is Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession 
A Good Place to Eat and Meet 


area, is virtually at standstill since 
new Canadian law went into ef- 
fect, with those who had a supply 
on hand before lid went on diluting 
their product. Light, fast speed- 
boats carrying 40 or 50 cases in- 
stead of boats carrying 696 to 800 
cases, as formerly, now being used. 
Beer now brings around $9 case, 
wholesale here, 


After three years of internecine 
warfare,. Toledo boxing promoters 
have got together for the good of 
the game. Boxing commission has 
given the Shea brothers, Jerry and 
Buzzy, and Ad Q. Thacher, permit 
to promote shows on alternate Mon- 
days in Civic auditorium, each pro- 
moter helping the other. Kayo 
Morgan, suspended after his battle 
with Al Brown, colored synthetic 
bantamweight champ April 15, re- 
instated, 


Indianola Island, new pleasure 
park near Waterville, opened July 4. 


LOUISVILLE, KY. 


By RICHARD B. GILBERT 
Alamo—‘“‘Dumbbells in Ermine.” 
Mary Anderson—‘‘The Border Legion.” 
Brown—‘“Journey’s End.” 
Rialto—‘‘Bride of the Regiment.’ 
State—“One Romantic Night.” 
Strand—‘‘Cheer Up and Smile.” 
Walnut—“‘Ingagi.” 

“Ingagi”’ failed to open as the 
second week’s attraction at the 
Walnut when the mayor, on com- 
plaint of three negroes who were 
granted a preview, ordered the film 
banned unless sequences objection- 
able to the complainants were de- 
leted. 


George Austin Moore is now doing 
a daily 15-minute radio skit for 
‘local baking company. He tells 
stories in Negro dialect and listen- 
ers are sending him their favorite 
yarns to spin. 


Ten free tickets, for as many 
more purchased, are being offered 
by the Brown theatre to. pur- 
chasers of the second edition of 
“Kemper’s Thrift Books” (national 
proposition to stimulate business). 


ATLANTIC CITY 


By GEO. R. WEINTRAUB 
Sam A. Press of the Keith-Shu- 
bert house in Philadelphia replaced 
Larry Warrell as treasurer Apollo 
here. George Young is in charge 
of the Garden Pier theatre. 


“Shipwreck” Kelly started his 
16th day Monday atop the Steel 
Pier flag-pole. Harry Powers, his 
rival, quit after a week. He re- 
ceived an eight hour daily handicap. 


Walter Woolf is co-starred with 
Violet Heming in a new production, 
“Ladies All,” to open at Apollo 


July 14, 


Obituary 


ANDERS RANDOLPH 

Anders Randolph, 60, stage and 
screen actor died July 3 at his home 
in Hollywood following a relapse 
after a recent operation. Randolph, 
a native of Denmark, started pic- 
ture work 13 years ago with the old 
Vitagraph company, where he play- 
ed the lead in the first picturization 
of “The Lion and the Mouse.” 

Randolph was also noted as a por- 
trait painter and had exhibited his 
work throughout the United States 
and Canada, Funeral services were 
held; remains were cremated and 
the ashes shipped to Denmark. He 
is survived by his widow and daugh- 
ter, 


WILLIAM von BECKMAN 

William Beckman, 20, assistant 
manager of the Paramount theatre, 
Omaha, died in that city July 4, 
after blood transfusion failed to ar- 
rest a rare blood disease from which 
he was suffering. 

The blood used in the transfusion 
was given by Willard Wead and 
Peter Sawberry, two theatre em- 
ployees, selected from 16 volunteers. 

Von Beckman was the son of a 
wealthy German merchant who was 
killed in the World War. He went 
to Omaha scven years ago and be- 
gan as an usher at the Paramount. 
He was advanced to assistant man- 
ager six months ago. 

EDWARD G. BERT 

Edward G. Bert, 72, old time San 
Francisco theatrical manager, died 
in that city June 28, after a short 


iliness. Bert was one of San Fran- 
sico’s earliest theatre owners. His 
father before him operated the old 
Melodeon Playhouse, in the 60's. 

Deceased is survived by his wid- 
ow, Daisy Bert, and three daughters. 

JAMES LEONARD 

James Leonard, 62, vaudeville, 

died July 4 at Windsor hospital, 


Glendale, Calif., after several months’ 
illness from a complication of dis- 
eases. 

Mr. Leonard was of the Jim and 


In Memory of a Real Friend 


J. J. ROSENTHAL 


who died July 12, 1923 


JOHN CARNEY 
Boston (¥adise") Garden 


Sadie Leonard vaude team, playing 
a sketch titled “When Caesar Sees 
Her.” ¢ He had been in vaude and 
burlesque for more than 40 years, 
and went to the Coast two years 
ago for character work in pictures. 


The mother of Mary Lucas (Mrs. 
Robert Crawford) died at her home 
in San Francisco, July 1. Although 
ill for many months her death was 
attributed to the shock of a fall 
down a flight of stairs. Mrs. Craw- 
ford left Los Angeles to attend the 
services, 


Joseph Anselberg, who has been 
with Robbins Brothers circus, died 
at Green Bay, Wis. last week. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By DON RECORD 


Lyceum—‘“Strange Interlude” 
RKO 


(stock). 
Palace—‘‘Sweethearts, Wivee’’; 


vaude. 
RKO Temple — “Flirting Widows,” 
“Fall Guy.”’ 


Loew’s Rochester—‘So This Is Lon- 
Eastman—‘‘Shadow of the Law.” 
Regent—“‘Social Lion.” 
Strand—Change. 
Family—Change. 


Strand theatre, Hornell, sold to 
Gaby N. Cohen of Corning, owner 
of houses in Rochester, Painted Post 
and Corning. He is dickering for 
the Boller theatre in Canisteo, Plans 
sound in Strand. 


Animal freak show proving good 
draw at Sea Breeze. Park. Big 
python, Gila monster and white- 
faced monkey added features. 


James Smith, 28, was painfully 
burned in booth fire in Seneca Falls 
theatre. 


Byrd's South Pole picture landed 
at Eastman during hottest weather 
so far. 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 


By ROBERT H. BROWN 


Ritz—“The Big Fight’; vaude. 
Alabama—‘“Shadow of the Law.” 
Strand—‘'With Byrd at South Pole.” 
Empire—‘‘Murder Will Out.” 
Trianon—“Playing Around.’’ 
Galax—‘‘Dangerous Nan McGrew.” 


Alabama’s new price for children 
is 10c all day. Formerly 15c. Em- 
pire has 10c Saturday matinees for 
adults for summer. 


Two new miniature golf courses 
being built downtown. One is next 
door to Alabama theatre and other 
is across the street from the Ritz. 


Birmingham now has two night 
clubs. Cassa Loma opened on the 
roof of the Birmingham Athletic 


Club recently. Other is at the 
Thomas Jefferson Hotel. 
NEWARK, N. J. 
By C. R. AUSTIN 

R-K-O Proctor’s—‘“Runaway Bride’’; 
vaude. 

Loew's State—“‘Caught Short’: vaude. 

Newark—“‘Sisters’’; musical tab, 

Branford—'‘'Bride of the Regiment’’; 
stage show. 

Mosque—‘‘Shadow of the Law.” 

Fox Terminal—'‘Women Everywhere.” 


Rialto—'‘Western Front.” 
Little—''The Vampire.” 

Mindlin’s Playhouse—"Not Damaged.” 
Capitol—'‘Florodora Girl.”’ 

After holding it up for two weeks, 
the Board of Adjustment granted 
Warners a permit to build their new 
theatre office building and garage at 
Broad and Lafayette streets. Neigh- 
boring interests had objected to the 
building on the ground that devot- 
ing the upper seven stories to a 
garage was not in keeping with the 
surrounding property. Its cost 
listed at $1,500,000. 


Essex County Tax Board granted 
a reduction of $5,000 on the person- 
ality assessment of the Hollywood, 
East Orange. The Stanley-Fabian 
Corp. (Warners), through W. 5. 
Halliday, had asked for a $10,000 cut 
in the assessment of $15,000. He 


argued the seats and chairs were 


part of the building and should be 
in the assessment for real property 
not personality. Further, he added 
that the organ was not valuable 
because the theatre is acoustically 
imperfect. 


ing date from Saturday to Sunday. 
The house this week is advertising 
“Eserafatu, the Vampire” as “The 
Vampire” inspired by motives from 
“Dracula.” 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Orpheum—'"'Good Intentions’; 
vaude,. 
Minnesota — “The 
Publix stage show. — 
Century—‘With Byrd at South Pole” 
(2a week). 
State—‘‘The Bad One.” 
Lyrie—‘*Mamba.” 
Shubert— ‘White Cargo” (2d week), 
Aster—‘“‘Sweethearts and Wives.” 
Grand—“The Big Pond’ (1st half); 
“True to the Navy” (24 half.’ 


Border Legion’; 


The Aster has gone back to its 
former policy of pictures a full 
week. Split week policy bookings 
brought too many inferior films. 
Scale is 35c. 


Gene Fox, State press agent, 
transferred by Publix to the West 
Coast, succeeded by Ed Kippers, 
formerly of Paramount, St. Paul. H. 
Gahagen of St. Paul Riviera takes 
Kippers’ place. 


The Minnesota is giving its new 
orchestra conductor, Lou Breese, 
heavy featuring. Breese will re- 
main indefinitely. 


Will Rogers in person at Minne- 
sota last week, his only Northwest 
appearance, was advertised on 
screens of leading Publix theatres 
throughout entire territory in cam- 
paign to attract transient trade. 
Following local date, Rogers said he 
would take trip to Central America 
and Mexico before returning t 
Hollywood to make “Lightnin’” an 
“A Connecticut Yankee” for Fox. 


BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 
Teck—“‘All Quiet on Western Front.” 
Buffalo—‘‘Young Man of Manhattan.” 
Century—‘‘The Border Legion.” 
Hipp—‘‘Children of Pleasure.” 

Great Lakes—‘'Big House.”’ 


Roosevelt theatre, formerly owned 
and operated by the Erie Amuse- 
ment Corp. (Rossing), was taken 
over by the Publix-Shea interests. 
Theatre went dark July 1 until 
Aug. 1, for wiring and installation 
of air conditioning plant. This 
makes the tenth house of the Shea- 
Publix chain in the Buffalo metroy 
politan district. 


Buffalo baseball ctub inaugurated 
professional night baseball at the 
Bison Field. Attendance went to 
$12,000—capacity. The Bisons wifi 
play every night except Saturdays 
and Sundays for the home schedule 
this season. Impression prevelar*- 
that cold and damp nights togeth 
with losing team will work agair 
successful night baseball. i 


Reported Capitol, south sit) 
neighborhood, which together wit / 
the Maxine, was taken over fror} 
Hall & Hanny by Fox early in th) 
year, and which has 
for several months 


will reopen” 


again shortly. 


The Little has changed its open-.~ 


been ¢closec 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 9, 1930 


HOLLYWOOD 


and Los Angeles 


“Variety's” Office, 6282 Hollywood Boulevard, at Vine Street (Taft Bldg.) 


Phone Hollywood 6141 


Title of Universal's new serial, 
“Big Circus,” has been changed to 
‘Spell of the Circus.” Cast includes 
F. X. Bushman, Jr., Alberta Vaughn, 
Tom London, Monte Montague, 
Charles Murphy, Bobby Nelson and 
Walter Shumway, Robert Hill is 
directing. 


The following assignments were 
made in the studios last week: 


Joe Larkin, James Neill and 
Charles Selloff, “Barber John's 
Boy,” WB. 


J. Farrell McDonald and Lillian 
North, “Steel Highway,” WB. 


Louis Alberni, “Children of 
Dreams,* WB. 
Robert Emmett “Gay 


Keane, 
WB. 

Willia# ‘Watson to direct Lloyd 
Hamiltots-~comedy, “Gang Green,” 
for Christie-Educational. 

Ferdinand Cue, scenario Spanish 
“Cat and Canary,” U. 

Howard Green adapting “Princess 
and the Plumber,” Fox. Hamilton 
McFadden to direct. 

Martin Garralagua, Spanish ver- 
sion of “Forward March,” Keaton. 

Juan Torena, Roberta Guzmann, 
Charles Villar, Maria Calvo, Span- 
ish version of “Common Clay,” 
Fox. 

Ann Christy retained by Mack 
Sennett for lead in a second two- 
reeler. 

Robert McWade, “Bunker Bean,” 
Radio. 

Jack Holt, Dorothy Revier, Matt 
Moore, Davey Lee, ZaSu Pitts, Rob- 
ert Ellis, Arthur Housman, Matthew 
Betz, Louis Natheaux and Elmer 
Ballard, complete cast for “The 
Squealer,” Col. Harry Joe Brown to 
direct. 

Buck Jones, Marguerite De La 
Motte, Al Smjth, Kate Price, Frank 
Rice, Bob McKenzie and Ben Wil- 
son complete cast for “Shadow 
Ranch,” Col. Louis King directing. 


* Noah Beery, “Renegades,” Fox. 


EN THE BIG SHOTS” 
OF STAGE AND SCREEN 

HOLLYWOOD 
THEY ALWAYS LIVE AT THE 


trained Commercial 
tographers. Fascinating, 
easy work—BIG PAY! Our home study 
course teaches you everything. FREE 
booklet gives complete details—tells how 
you can quickly qualify as 
( ) Motion Picture Cameraman or 
( ) Projectionist 
) “Still’’ Photographer or 
( ) Photo-Finisher. 

Send for it Teoday—NOW! 


New York Institute of 
Photography 
Dept. 0-4633 
® West 33rd St. New York City 


THE STANDARD ENGRAVING CO. 


255-247 BE. ST. NEW VORK.MY 


William H. Tooker, George Bickel, 
“Soup to Nuts,” Fox. 

Wilfred Lucas, Kenneth Thom- 
son, “Just Imagine,” Fox. 

Florence Ryerson back to Metro 
writing staff. 

Lottie Lodar and Frank Hagney, 
“Sit Tight,” WB. 

Bodil Rosing, Gilbert Emery and 
Paul Porcassi,”’ “Jenny Lind,” M-G. 

The industrial -department of 
Metropolitan studios has shipped 
talker equipment to the Dodge Mo- 
tor Co., Detroit, where it will: pro- 
duce a series of shorts for the motor 
company, 

Metropolitan has established in- 
dustrial offices in Detroit, San Fran- 
cisco and Chicago. 


The Mission theatre, Ventura, 
Calif., has been sold by C. C. Porter 
to J. W. Leathy and B. Bernard of 
Los Angeles. Other theatre changes 
locally are transfer of the Baldwyn 
theatre, Baldwyn park, from James 
Dodge to J. E. Shaw and Ralph 
Bason, and the Bear Lake theatre, 
Big Bear, closed for seven months, 
reopened by B. G. Coping. 


Fox West Coast is out to make its 
miniature golf courses the last 
thing in luxurious appontments. 
Each will carry reception, waiting 
and reading rooms, along with 
counters for the sale of candies, 
sheet music and novelties. They 
may also-install soda counters and 
a sports goods department. 


DALLAS 


By RUDY DONAT 


Majestic—‘“‘Rough Romance”; vaude. 
Paiace—‘‘Social Lion’'; stage unit, 
Melba—‘“Puttin’ on the Ritz.” 

Old Mill—‘‘A Lady to Love.’ 
Capitol—‘‘Dallas on Parade.”’ 


Palace (Publix) installed Magna- 
scope wide screen to replace present 
Wurlitzer now in use for seven 


ygars. 

Advance canvass (mail) begun for 
“Sons o’ Guns” three-week engage- 
ment at Texas State Fair here 
this fall, opening Oct. 11. 


New Publix Texas changes in- 
clude Gus Eysell as district manager 
for class A houses and Marselline 
Moore, manager of palace. 


Martin Johnson “Across. the 
World” film booked for Ritz (R & 
R). It may likely play the R&R 
wheel through Texas. 


Lyric and Hippodrome, dime 
operas, remain only tab stands in 
town, with Hipp wired and doing 
good biz on strength of pictures. 
Only five or six tabs left in state. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


By WALTER RIVERS 

With both Duffy houses, Alcazar 
and President dark, E. C. Street, 
named as trustee at a recent meet- 
ing of the creditors in the bank- 
ruptcy court here, has_ started 
checking assets and making plans 
for turning them ipto cash, 


After 
Canitol, 
opened last week 
four shows a day with weekly 
change. Warren Irons is backing 
the venture with Johnny Goldsmith 
as house manager. In the com- 
pany are Billy Fields, Joe Yule, 
Harry Kelly, Jimmy Yeoman, Babe 
Sherman, Ginger Britton, Ann Al- 
lison, Ray Parsons and Gene 
Granger. Top 50c. 

Sid Goldtree is 


of darkness the 
jinx house, re- 
with burlesque, 


months 
reputed 


having trouble 


} 


DAF NG! DIFFERENT! ORIGINAL | 
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MERE 


INSTITUTION INTERNATIONALE 


shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


For Prices 


Wire or Write HARRY BOURNE 


SARE : 


with the city officials again over 
his Green Street theatre. Permit 
revoked last week as a regular the- 
atre and he was granted a Class C 
house license which permits but 
three performances a week. “Hot 
'n’ Bothered,” French farce, has 
been running for four months. 
Goldtree came back with a 
temporary injunction § restraining 
city officials from interfering until 
matter is fought out in court, 


Fred Johnson, d. e. on “Call-Bul- 
letin,’”’ and George Warren, d. e. on 
vacation. 


Sam Levin, who owns’ some 
neighborhood picture houses has 
bought a block of ground at Haight 
and Stanyan streets near the en- 
trance to Golden Gate park. Rumor 
has it he’s going to put up another 
neighborhood picture palace. 


At a convention of the Western 
Music and Radio Trades Associa- 
tion held here last week J. W. Kelly, 
of Vancouver, elected president. 
Others, J. H. Fletcher, Victoria, 
vice-pres.; Don Preston, vice-pres.; 
Daryl H. Kent, sec., and W. C. 
Clark, treas. 


His Majesty’s—‘‘All Quiet on Western 
Front’ 3d week). 
Palace—‘‘With Byrd at South Pole.” 
Capitol—‘‘So This Is London.” 
Loew’s—‘‘Movietone Follies.” 
Princess—‘‘Swing High.’ 
Imperial—“‘On the Level.” 
Roxy—‘‘Devil’s Captain.” 
Strand—Double bill. 
Empress—Double bill, 
Orpheum—Stock, 


Programs out for “Little Theatre” 
movement here shows long and 
somewhat highbrow list of plays to 
be given fall and winter. 

Consistently fine weather past 
week made very little dent in 
grosses at main stems, although 
Dominion Day holiday also came 
early in week, 


Closing of some half-dozen neigh- 
borhoods in various parts of city has 
helped balance of these houses now 
showing surprisingly good grosses 
for time of year. 


TORONTO. 


By MURRAY SINCLAIR 
Royal Alexandra—‘‘Western Front.” 
Tivoli—‘‘With Byrd at South Pole.” 
Uptown—“‘Shadow of the Law.”’ 
Imperial—‘‘Mammy.’” 
Loew’s—‘‘Florodora Girl.” 

Shea’s Hipp—‘‘Women Everywhere.” 

New Canadian picture Co. started 
under name of Can. Motion Picture 
Co. Using old studios of Can. In- 
ternational Films at Trenton. Only 
two reelers being brought out at 
first. Len Humphries is director, 


Exhibitors of Western Can. look- 
ing for man who posed as son of P. 
J. Nolan, of the Nolan Theatre En- 
terprises, and tried to collect money 
by selling fake equipment, 


Lyric theatre, Hamilton, latest of 
big legit houses to be wired for 
talkers. 


Annual convention of Eastern 
Managers of F. P. Can., slated for 
Montreal this summer, now likely 
held at Niagara Falls, Can. 


SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPP 


Fifth Ave.—‘‘Unholy Three”; stage. 

Fox—‘‘Big House.” 

Paramount—‘Byrd at South Pole’’; 
stage. 

Orpheum—“Shooting Straight”; vaude. - 


Liberty—‘‘Hold Everything.” 

Music Box—‘‘White Hell of Pitz Palu.” 
Blue Mouse—‘‘Second Floor Mystery.” 
Coliseum—‘“‘Thrill and Trouble.” 
Metropolitan— “Sweethearts.” 


Pinky Day, baritone, stage and 
radio, promoting boxing and wres- 
tling at Bremerton. 


A. M. Baker here as new man- 
ager of Paramount succeeding Wm. 


Hartung, soon to go to south for 
Publix. 
Walter Feeney transferred by 


R-K-O from Tacoma to assistant 
managership of Spokane Orpheum. 
Johnny Northen, publicity, Spokane, 
shifted to Portland. 


W. E. Lindsey, years with Pan- 
tages as assistant house manager, 
now at stage door for Paramount, 
here. 


Walter Wessling, northwest man- 
ager for Epics, Inc., now playing 
“Across the World” (Martin John- 
son) at Blue Mouse, has booked 
“Zimba” for 20 weeks for West 


Coast “Mickey Mouse” club show- 
ings. 


Karl Horn, now band leader at 
Fifth Ave., and also m.c. succeeds 
Jackie Souders. 


PITTSBURGH 


By HAROLD W. COHEN 
Pitt—“All Quiet” (6th week). 
Stanley—‘“Shadow of Law”; 

show. 
Penn—‘“Unholy Three’; stage show. 
Aldine—‘‘Lummox.” 
Harris—‘‘Not. Damaged"; stage show. 
Enright—-‘With Byrd at South Pole.” 
Sheridan Sq.—‘‘Inside the Lines.” 


With Horace Heidt and band on 
Stanley stage this week, Dick Pow- 
ell, house's regular m. c., is taking 
short vacation in New York. Will 
make a couple of records for Bruns- 
wick. 


stage 


Club Plantation, roadhouse, has 
removed cover charge and installed 
big floor show headed by “Happy” 
Felton and his orchestra, 


Stage shows go back into Enright 
Friday, with Buddy Paige in as 
m. c. 


gone for greyhound 
Third track got 


Town has 
racing in big way. 
under way. 


Sanders Inn, roadhouse, destroyed 
by fire recently with $100,000 loss, 
not to be rebuilt. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


By EDWIN V. O’NEEL 


Loew’s Palace—‘‘One Romantic Night.” 

Apollo—‘‘Fox Movietong Follies of 
1930.”" 

Indlana—‘“‘The Social Lion.” 

Circle—‘‘Sweethearts and Wives.” 

Ohio—“True to the Navy” (2d run), 

Lyric—‘‘Swing High.” 


Pat Lane m.c. at Lyric for circus 
weekx, 


Indianapolis will have its first 
sky-scraper golf course on top of 
the 12-story Test building on a 
downtown corner, 


J. Richardson, late of Columbus, 
O., new manager in charge of 
Loew’s Palace while J. F. Flex takes 
over St. Louis and Kansas City of- 
fices for four weeks. 


KANSAS CITY 


By WILL R. HUGHES 


Iaew’s Midland—‘“‘Unholy Three.” 

Newman—“True to the Navy.” 

Mainstreet—“Shooting Straight.” 

Royal—‘'With Byrd at the South Pole” 
(2d week). 

Pantages—‘‘Swing High.” 


H. E. McManus, assistant man- 
ager, Newman, transferred to the 
Eastman, Rochester, N. Y. 


Mrs. Eleanore Walton, club 
woman, appointed a picture censor 
for Kansas City. Her appointment 
puts three censors on the job. 


Coffee Dan’s night club, which 
opened on the roof of the Aladdin 
hotel early in the spring, has closed. 


DENVER 


By J. A. ROSE 
Aladdin—'‘Women Everywhere.” 
Tabor—‘“‘Show Girl in Hollywood"; 

Fanchon & Marco Idea. 


America—‘‘The Arizona Kid." 

Rialto—‘'The Social Lion.” 

Denver—‘‘Caught Short’’; Publix stage 
show. 


Elitch’s—‘‘Brothers” (stock). 
Denver University Stadium—‘Passion 
Play” (4 nights). 


Gross at Elitch’s has been better 
every week than last year. Stocks 
popular. 


Ross Bluck, formerly office man- 
ager and booker for R-K-O, Salt 
Lake, is ass’t mgr. in its Denver 
office, succeeding J. W. Scott, now 
with Columbia here. 


Sheffield Exchange System has 
taken over the distribution of Talk- 
ing Picture Epics for the Denver 
and Salt Lake territories. 

First dime museum in Denver is 
operating in the lobby of a dark 
theatre on Curtis street. Freaks 
punch and judy outfit, card tricks 
and curios. Ito Museum Co., with 


J. Sam Houston, manager, and Lee 
Keller, magician, 


A. J. Cusick, manager of the 
Dénver office of the General Out- 
door Advertising Co., has been made 
manager of the New York branch, 
E. W. Stephenson, formerly saleg 
manager, Denver, succeeds hfm, 


Over 200 are expected to attend 
the convention of the Rocky Moun- 
tain MPTOA to be held at Brown 
Palace hotel here July 29-31. 

Practically all the theatres in 
this territory, including Publix and 
Fox, belong. 


DES MOINES 


By R. W. MOORHEAD 


Casinoe—“New York Nights.” 
Des Moines—‘‘With Byrd at the South 


Pole,” “Unholy Three.” , 
Family—Change. 
Garden—‘‘Laughing Lady"; “Caught 
Short.”’ 
Orpheum—‘“‘Runaway Bride’; “Rough 


Romance”; vaudfilm. 
Palace—'‘‘Stars of Sand"; 
Love." 
Paramount—‘‘Courage”"; 
Wyoming.” 
President—Dark. 
Strand—‘Richest Man in the World"; 
“Rough Waters.” 


“Brotherly 


“Man From 


For first time in history a circus 
appears on the state fair grounds 
when Ringlings show there July 30, 
Circus Fans’ Association of America 
will be in annual convention here at 
that time. 


Harold Holland and Bostonians, 
Negro jazz band, now at Riverview 
ballroom, Feature Marie Nowling, 
blues singer. 


Nate Frudenfeld, division man- 
ager here for P-P, announces Don 
Allen, formerly assistant manager, 
Paramount here, going to the 
Broadway, Council Bluffs, as man- 
ager. Emmet Lockard, assistant 
manager at the Des Moines here, 
goes to the Paramount at Cedar 
Rapids as assistant manager, and 
E. L. Kiddell, formerly of Cedar 
Rapids, comes to the Paramount 
here as assistant manager, 


Bernard Coming East 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Ben Bernard, local R-K-O booker, 
will go east with Ben Piazza via 
New Orleans. 
They leave July 20. 


Two-day- carnys look like the 
coming thing. Couple of western 
ones now trying the idea and find- 
ing it pays. 


J. D. Newman has circus general 
agents playing bridge each evening 
at his apartment. 


Curtiss-Wright will stage an air 
circus middle of July at Sky Harbor, 
Chicago. 
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Jennison Loreta 


Karen Edythe 
Kennedy Cecil R 


La Coste Jean 
Martin Henry J 


Martini John 
Rapp Mannequin 


Burns Johnny 


Collins Le Roy 
(Buddy) 

Compton Marcia 

Costello Joseph 


Dehaven Carter 
Douglas Gussie 


Errol Leon Mrs Salon 
Raymond Don 
Farrell Thomas D | Rea Joe 
Reynolds Kathryn 
Gamotis. Vera Russel May 


Glason Billie Spitzer Marian 
Watson Stella 
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Haefely George 
Hartman Irving 
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CHICAGO 


Bainsfair Frank E 
Blatherwick Malla 
Burkley Vivian 
Byrnes Johnny 


Robertson Bob 


Saxton Teddy 
Seymour Grace 
Sheldon Arthur 


Cortez 


Gerhart Reba Smith Rex 
Gilbert Bert Sweeney Fred 
Lamar Jack White Bob 


Lightfoot Peggy 
Chatter 


(Continued from page 46) 


town introducing his wife and try- 
ing to sell his 30 h.p. zipper, for 
which there have been few offers so 
far. 

The English papers are all spiced 
up at the fact an all-color picture 
has just been made here by Maurice 
Elvey. Only color film to be made 
side, although one or two pictures 
have had sequences hand treated. 

Ethel Norris, who started out to 
make toe dancing carry her through 
a stage career, has switched to the 
syncopated end. That talk about 
her marrying a young college grad 
doesn’t go. 

Ruth Gordon, Broadway dramatic 
ingenue, leaves today (9) for Holly- 
wood to visit with her friends, Helen 
Hayes. and Charley MacArthur. 
Miss Gordon will spend the summer 
on the Coast. 

Dorothy Burman joined a polo 
elub. in. Brooklyn. Then her ap- 
pendix started. Now the doctor has 
ordered out horses. She regrets 
not having busted in on a sewing 
circle. 

Patsy Kelly will leave the new 
“Vanities” to rejoin “Sketch Book’ 
when that other Carroll revué 
where she is contracted for th 
run-of-the-play, reopens in Septem- 
ber, starting in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Teddy Joyce has taken out a 
$100,000 annuity policy. Boy is in 
the dough. Just purchased _ the 
$17,000 Isota Franchini of. Peggy 
Hopkins Joyce (no relationship) for 
$7,000. Bargain? 

Mary Lee sailed on the “Pars” 
June 30 for London on the strength 
of her labor permit number, cabled 
her agents and on authority of 
which she received a British yisa. 
Very tough in England for per- 
formers to gain entree otherwisé 

Billy Curtis, former cabaret agent, 
has been in the New York City 
Hospital (Ward 13) since hit by a 
truck some weeks ago. That, with 
eye trouble, and another operation 
soon due, causes Billy to think his 
booking days are over. 

Edgar Allan Woolf says hig imi- 
tations are going almost as well in 
Hollywood as they did in New York. 
Said nothing about how he’s doing 
otherwise out there, He’g with 
Warners. Jack likes a go@l gag 
and may like imitations, Bight a 
candle for Edgar. 

“London’s Lido,” as it ig dash- 
ingly described, has turned git to be 
a summer thunderstorm, George 
Lansbury, the M. P. who first 
shouldered the idea of mixed bath- 
ing in Hyde Park and othe Conti- 
nental amenities in the quletest of 
cities, admits his Lido hasn’t the 
sunshine he planned. 

Some pros who have gos to Eu- 
rope so far this summer fave said 
it’s cheaper over there for fhem than 
staging over here and givng up on 
touches. One actor aleged the 
touches have increased extraordi- 
naire. That whereas in gher sum- 
mers they would run from $5 to $25, 
they are now up from $110 to $500, 
with no good reason advanced for 
the up. 


Worth & Marks 


Zack Miller rejoined the 101 at 
Brooklyn, after a three weeks’ ab- 
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MOVE TO DENY 


(Continuea trom page 60) 


lodges and charity organizations 
can stage their own carnivals in the 
town theatres. 

Lodges, such as Moose, Knights of 
Pythias, Woodmen, Odd Fellows, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Amer- 
ican Legion, Owls, have, in the past, 
been going to bat for the traveling 
carnivals before the city fathers 
on the plea they (the lodge) could 
secure extra money for buildings, 
uniforms or other items. 
era] thing, after. a week of hard 


labor, the; auspices had anywhere 


from $100 to $300 along with a stack 
of complaints. 
Theatre Auspices 

To offset this the Ruben plan will 
w-l offer the auspices of the the- 
atres for from one to three days, 
which will include the picture, lights 
and personnel of the houses. The 
auspices can sel] the tickets and 
kecp the entire proceeds for them- 
selves. The net returns, from such 
shows, to the auspices, would run 
anywhere from $2,000 to $5,000. 

In return the various lodges and 
charity organizations will agree not 
to foster any carnivals on the town 
for a year. Many spots, such as 
Aurora, Gary and Hammond have 
had a carnival in town at all times 
since early spring. 

Publix controls approximately 
1,500 houses. If the idea clicks it 
‘may include this list, which would 
close that many towns to carnivals, 
at least for a year. 


News From the Dailies 


(Continued from page 40) 


Court when lawyers explained that 
Miss Cartier wished to drop the 
charge. Amicable agreement was 


‘York presentations. 


sence, 


apparently reached when Miss Mil- 
ler, her husband and Miss Cartier 
met outside the courthouse before 
the hearing. 


Police Commissioner Mulrooney 
announced his intention of stamp- 
ing out “evil conditions” in certain 
dance halls where “hostesses” are 
employed. He made the announce- 
ment after police, at his orders, 
raided three dance halls, Melody 
Garden, Venetian and Dreamland. 
Arrests were made at each. 


Metropolitan Opera intends to 
establish regular opera seasons in 
New York’s suburbs. As an experi- 
ment it will the coming December 
present two. operas in White Plains, 
at the Westchester Recreation Cen- 
ter. Otto H. Kahn, chairman of the 
directors of the opera company, 
described the plan as an effort to 
make opera more accessible to su- 
burban residents who find it diffi- 
cult attending the regular New 
Full Metro- 
politan casts and equipment will be 
used for the. Westchester presenta- 
tions. 


Lon Chaney is at the Memorial 
Hospital, ‘New York, under the 
treatment of specialists. Chaney 
came here 10 days ago with the an- 
nounced purpose of attending the 
premiere of his first talking picture, 
“Unholy Three,” at the Capitol and 
was accompanied by his wife and 
Dr. Mitchell, Los Angeles specialist, 
Later it was learned that the real 
reason for the'trip was the grave 
malady from which he is suffering, 
believed to be some ailment of the 
liver. California physician took 
Chaney to Dr. Burton J. Lee, of 
New York, who ordered Chaney to 
the Memorial Hospital for observa- 
tion. He has received daily radium 
treatments since. 


Marie Ruiz, 21, snake charmer in 
a side show on the Bowery, Coney 
Island, was bitten in the hand by 
her pet reptile and taken to Coney 
Island Hospital for an injection of 
serum. 


The world’s largest painted sign, 
with the motors and propellers of 
three Fairchild airplanes framed in 
the scene, is being erected outside 
the Winter Garden for the premiere 
of Richard EBarthelmess’ “Dawn 
Patrol.” 


Zelma O’Neal arrived from Europe 
with her husband, Anthony Bushel, 
English actor, and this time an- 
nounced they would stay here. Miss 
O’Neal brought her hubby to these 
shores before, but alway#} troubled 
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by the U. S. Immigration authori- 
ties. Bushell, being British, was 
subject to the immigration quota. 
Two years ago she had to furnish a 
bond of $500 to the government that 
her hubby, if allowed to enter the 
country, would leave it again. When 
he wanted her to visit his folks in 
England, she had to put up another 
$1,000 bond to insure his right to 
re-enter the States. 


Urbain Ledoux, the Mr. Zero of 
the Bowery and philanthropist of 
Ne v York’s unemployed was mar- 
ried to Mary White, actress, July 
4 in St. Margaret’s Roman Catholic 
Church, Old Orchard, Me. Miss 
White is known on the legit stage 
as Mary Fall. 


Reported Hollywood has rumor 
Phil Plant and Claire Windsor are 
interested in each other. Both were 
in a motor boat accident recently. 
It was Plant’s boat. Crew of four 
aboard, one of crew drowned. 


An audience of 5,000, mainly com- 
posed of children, attended the first 
of the free outdoor summer motion 
pictures which was shown Monday 
night in the 10th avenue end of 
Chelsea Park, between 26th street 
and 27th street. Pictures are dis- 
played Monday and Friday evenings 
by the Hudson Guild, non-sectarian 
neighborhood house at 436 West 
27th street. 


Audrey Baker, show girl, bride by 


proxy of Ernest T. Sherry, Jr., is |; 


drawing up annulment 
against Sherry, 
name only. 
by him, 


papers 
her husband in 

It will be uncontested 
Tangle resulted out of 
Sherry’s efforts to wed Nedra 
Baker, sister of Audrey and also 
show girl. He first met her at a 
party last September and on Jan. 22 
spoke to Audrey about marrying 
Nedra. The latter stated she 
couldn’t get off to get the license. 
It was then decided that Audrey 
and he secure the license and go 
through with the ceremony, she to 
sign and pose as Nedra. This they 
did. When home they told Nedra 
she was Sherry’s wife. Nedra and 
Sherry then left for a honeymoon in 
Montreal. 


the racketeer 
whose bullet pierced body was 
found wreathed in flames in the 
Bronx, July 4, was chief bouncer in 
the Chez Helen Morgan Club, in 
West 54th street, it was revealed. 
Because of this Helen Morgan may 
be questioned by the. police regard- 
ing the many Broadway enemies 
Brinkman made when he was 
bouncer at her club. 


Henry Brinkman, 


Helen Flick, of Yonkers, N. Y., 
cabaret entertainer, was killed in 
Baltimore when an automobile in 
which she was riding with several 
men struck a truck and overturned. 
She had a comic strip character 
tatooed on her arm and other ob- 
jects on other parts ‘of her body 
that would help her acquaintances 
in identifying her, but she remained 
in the morgue in Baltimore for sev- 
eral hours before identified by Doris 


Lemar, another night club enter- 
tainer, 
An ambitious little theatrical 


troupe arrived in Catskill, N. Y., for 
a gala run of “Ten Nights in a 
Barroom.”’ They put the play on 
in the Y. M. C. A. and played to 
an empty house. At last reports 
the troupe was stranded in the 
Green Mountains with a brass rail, 
mahogany bar and a pair of swing- 
ing doors. 


Walter Meyers of Warners acci- 
dentally struck and killed a 19- 
year-old boy while driving through 
Long Beach Monday (7). The 
boy ran into the path of Meyers’ 
ear while playing in the street. 
Meyers was unable to avoid him. 
He was held for examination July 
15. 


Plan of Paramount to take over 
the entire square block where 
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Mrs. Jackson now in charge 


Loew’s New York and the Criterion 


— 


are now situated, on Broadway be- 
tween 44th and 45th streets, was 
moved ahead the past week when 
it secured a lease on the property 
on which the Hotel Lenox stands, 
on 44th street, and on property on 
45th street extending past the Lob- 
ster Palace. 

This now gives them a little more 
than one-third of the block. As 
previously reported, object is to de- 
molish present Loew’s New York 
and Criterion theatres and rebuild 
a huge 7,000-seater on the prop- 
erty. 

As yet though there is nothing 
definite. Plans are being delayed 
because existing leases on property 
secured, such as that of the Hotel 
Lenox, have until 1936 to run. If 
Par believes that Broadway is not 
overseated and can support another 
big seater, it may proceed. If, on 
the contrary, the decision is over- 


seated, Par may continue as. at 
present. 
LOS ANGELES 


Harry Langdon, film comedian, 
did not steal the affections of his 
present wife from her former hus- 
band, Thomas J. O’Brien, while she 
was still married to O’Brien, 
Superior Judge Samuel R. Blake, 
of Los Angeles, ruled in handing 
down a decision for Langdon in 
O’Brien’s suit. Judge Blake held 
that O’Brien was not entitled to col- 
Tect $11,500 worth of notes which 
Langdon claimed he made out to 
O’Brien to prevent the filing of a 
threatened lost love suit. The judge 
said he was prevented by the statute 
of limitations from restoring to 
Langdon $15,000 which Langdon 
said he paid O’Brien in addition to 
giving him the notes. 


and her director hus- 
band, James Kirkwood, were di- 
voreced in Hollywood. News of the 
divorce was sent to Miss Lee in 
Prescott, Ariz., where she is a 
patient in a private sanitarium un- 
der an assumed name. She entered 
the sanitarium July 1, suffering 
from tuberculosis. She had been 
forced to quit the films after com- 
pleting “The Gorilla” with the ill- 
ness blamed on overwork. Rift be- 
tween her and Kirkwood is sup- 
posed to have been caused by the 
difference in age and the difficulty 
of reconciling a home and a career. 


Lila Lee 


Vivian Duncan will tomorrow air 


her troubles before a justice of the 
peace in Malibou Beach, Los Angeles, 
when she explains how. her friend, 
Rex Lease, actor, blacked her eye. 
Lease was lodged in the L. A. 
county jail Monday (7) when Miss 
Duncan appeared before Justice of 
the Peace Webster and complained 
he’ had closed her eye with, his fist 
as an aftermath of a week-end cel- 
ebration. Lease was held in $1,000 
bail but later released on $500. Miss 
Duncan charged that she and Lease 
were making house to house calls 
in the film colony at Malibou Beach 
when at the home of Charles Far- 
row, writer, they got into an argu- 
ment and a brawl] developed. She 
alleged that he socked her plenty 
while Lease counter-claimed Vivian 
kicked him in the shins. 


Suit brought against Lupe Velez 
by Harry Wilson, p. a., for $14,000, 


claimed due as a commission on 
a three-year contract, was settled 
out of court. 

Beatrice Lillie filed a $100,000 
damage suit against Warner Bros 
Vitaphone Corp. and Darryl Za- 
nuck, charging breach of contract. 


She claims she was engaged to do 
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two scenes for “Show of Shows” 
which were later released as shorts 
and damaged her reputation as a 
featured actress. 


Bobby James, 13, has started suit 
against Mack Sennett for $50.000 
for the loss of an eye when a dyna- 
mite cap he found at the studio 
exploded. He charges the company 
with negligence. 


Billie Dove, pictures, granted a 
divorce from Irvin Willat, director, 


on grounds of cruelty. Property 
settlement out of court. 
Burr McIntosh, actor and lec- 


turer, failed to appear in court when 
his divorce suit was called. Case 
was continued until Sept. 2. 


Newport 


(Continued from page 48) 
drink and committed suicide, and 
the divorced wife, who had been 
doing extra work in pictures in and 
around New York, secured a posi- 
tion with a Fifth avenue drygoods 
store. The boarding house is now 
under competent management, 


Historic 

The Vernon House is an historic 
landmark at Newport. It bears a 
bronze tablet stating that during 
the Revolution it was the headquar- 
ters of General Count Rochambeau, 
brother-in-arms of George Wash- 
ington and the Marquis de Lafay- 
ette. A few years ago the apart- 
ment on the second floor was rented 
by Weymer Jay Mills, who wrote 
on interior decoration for Conde 
Nast publications. He entertained 
many strange people and suddenly 
departed in the middle of his sec- 
ond summer, and went to Europe. 
The next year the same apart- 
ment was rented by William Sav- 
ery Lower, who also entertained 
strange people. He had been sec- 
retary to the widow of Charles T. 
Gerkes, American millionaire, who 
built the London subways. Lower 
was expected to marry Mrs, Yerkes, 
but instead she married and di- 
vorced Wilson Mizner, now of the 
Hollywood film colony. Lower is 
deceased. 


Carrivals playing the Iron Ridge 
section of Michigan can’t move be- 
cause business is so poor. 


Robbins Bros. circus has pared the™—. i 


program to one-half its former size. 


Ringling-Barnum circus come 
from Sterling, lll., direct to Chicag 
for its 10-day engagement Aug. 2. 


Sells - Floto biz was extremel 
bad through Michigan. Only winne 
was Flint. 


Walter Nealand is 
for the Reiss carnival. 
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at the 


World’s Greatest Roadhouse 


by the | 


WORLD’S GREATEST ATTRACTION 


In Seven Days 
Played to 22,066 People 
Grossed $49,988.95 


at the 


HOLLYWOOD GARDENS 


Pelham Parkway, New York 


THERE MUST BE A REASON 


The Official Record: 


Date Guests Receipts 
Friday, June 20th .......... 6,358.75 
Saturday, June 9,178 15,024.65 
Monday, June 23rd. 2,271 4,563.10 
Tuesday, June 24th ...... ait ee 5,318.05 
Wednesday, June 25th ........ 2,651 5,364.15 
Thursday, June 26th .......... 2,863 6,119.10 


Personal Representative for Paul Whiteman 


James F. Gillespie 
1560 B’way, N. Y. C. 


Columbia Records Exclusively 


VARIETY Wednesday, July 9, 1930 ‘4 
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